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NEXT MEETING

Our first meeting for the 1979 - 1980 season will be held
on MONDAY, October 15, in "The Third Floor" at Eglinton School.
The program will be "Show and Tell", so please bring your carvings
and tell us something about them. This type of program gives us
an opportunity to meet and to get to know other carvers.

At this meeting, a logo for the OWCA will be selected by
a vote of the members present.

Regarding parking, see below.

“LET THE CHIPS FLY WHERE THEY MAY”
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FUTURE MEETING

During the coming season, our meetings will be held on
the third Mondays of successive months. In other words, the
future dates are as follows:

November 19 April 21
January 21 May 19
February 18 June 16
March 17

Because a meeting in December would fall on the 17th, and be
close to Christmas, we may not hold a meeting in that month
but that is not final yet.

All these meetings will be held in "The Third Floor" of
EglintonSchool, southwest corner of Eglinton Avenue and Mount
Pleasant Road, Toronto. Entrance to the school is through the
front door facing Mount Pleasant Road but the entrance to the
school yard is off Eglinton Avenue.

Parking is normally available in the parking lot behind
the Union Carbide Building, south half a block at the only
traffic light on Eglinton Avenue between Yonge Street and Mount
Pleasant Road. This parking lot is only 2 or 3 blocks from
Eglinton School. In the event of a snow storm, the parking
lot may be closed temporarily while the snow is removed.

RECORD TOOLS, LIMITED, SEMINAR

On Tuesday, October, 23, Record Tools, Ltd. will be holding
a seminar of special interest to wood carvers. The enclosed
broadsheed gives details. It has been suggested that our members
bring carvings for a "mini-show" to provide extra interest. We

expect to have a table set aside for these carvings and for materials
about the OWCA.

Please note that space is limited and that prior registration
is required on a first come first served basis. To register, please
phone Ann Wickham, 416-675-1060.

Although the program on October 23, is primarily for wood
carvers almost the same program will be given on Wednesday,
October 24th.



NEW MEMBERS

We welcome the following new members:

Mr. John Zaturski,
97 David Street,
WELLAND, Ontario
L3B 2B4

Mr. David J. Miles
65 0live Ave.,
WILLOWDALE, Ontario
M2N 4N6

Mr. William M. Cockshutt,
96 Meridene Crescent West,
LONDON, Ontario

N5X 1G2

Mr. James Schurman,

Apt. 103,

53 Thorncliffe Park Dr.,
TORONTO, Ontario,

M4H 1L1

Mr. Paul N. Walters,
12 Hollywood Ave.,
Gregory Park P.O.
INDEPENDENCE CITY,
JAMAICA, West Indies

Mr. George Banyai,
Apt. 409,

2493 Lakeshore Blvd.
TORONTO, Ontario
M8y 1C7

Mr. Hugh G. Stark
737 King St. W.,
KITCHENER, Ontario
N2G 1E3

Mr. Jim A. Davies,
15 Cloebury Court,
WILLOWDALE, Ontario,
M2R 1V7

Ms. Olga E. Nickle,
Apt. 105,

274 Cedar Ave.,
RICHMOND HILL, Ontario.
L4G 2B4

Mr. Umberto Fusari,
R.R. #1,

WATERLOO, Ontario
N2J 4G8

Mr. Robert L. Gill,
52 Aquila Court
REXDALE, Ontario,
M9W 5J2

Mr. Edmond F. Crawford,
6 Huron St.,

CAMBRIDGE, Ontario,

N1S 1C3

Mr. Gerald A. Demers,
Highway 17N.

MONTREAL RIVER HARBOUR, Ont.
peS 1HO

Mr. John S.T. Travis,
Apt. 17,
41 Mississauga Valley Blvd.,
MISSISSAUGA, Ontario,
L5A 3N5

Mr. C. Staal Nielsen,
72 Finch Ave.. W.,
WILLOWDALE, Ontario
M2N 2K4

Mr. William A. Gilmour,
359 Rankin Dr.,
BURLINGTON, Ontario
L7N 2B2

Mr. William Werbowsky,
Apt. 710,

780 Mohawk Rd. W.,
HAMILTON, Ontario

L9C éP7

Mr. Lawrence H. Schauber,
197 Maple St.,

CAMBRIDGE, Ontario,

N3C 1S7

Miss Lorraine M. MacDonald,
24 Deering Cresc.,
WILLOWDALE, Ontario,

M2M 2A3

Mr. Piérre Tremblay,
Unit 228,

98 Richmond St. E.,
TORONTO, Ontario,
M5C 1P1
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Mr. Mike A. Bonner, Mr. Michael Burrows,
Apt. 102, Apt. 1110,

256 Duke St., 66 Oakmount Rd.,
HAMILTON, Ontario TORONTO, Ontario

L8P 1¥3 M6P 2M8

Rev. Murray R. Lincoln, Mrs. Maryann Hogbin,
Apt. 405, Books About Wood,

50 Speers Rd., R.R. #3,

OAKVILLE, Ontario, OWEN SOUND, Ontario
L6K 2ES. N4K S5SN5

-

We expect to send an up-to-date list of members with our
next newsletter.

ADDRESS CHANGE

Please correct your list of members for the following
address changes:

Mr. Harry T. Blumson,
Suite 4, Box 7,

R.R. i1,

CALGARY, Alberta,

T2P 2G4.

VOLUNTEERS AT C.N.E.

We wish to express our sincere thanks to our members who
volunteered their time to man our booth at the International
Wood Carving Exhibition. About 40 members volunteered, which
meant that some one was on hand for almost every hour of the 20
days that the booth was open. We had many visitors to the booth
who asked many questions and discussed aspects of wood carving,
particularly as to where they could go to classes. It is obvious
that many people are interested in learning how to carve and that
for next year's booth we should have as complete a list of schools,
colleges, etc. where classes are held.

Ross and Marion Farr, under whose jurisdiction the wood
carving exhibition is operated by the C.N.E., were very appreciative
of the assistance some of our members as volunteers provided for
the unpacking and general staging of the exhibition. This year
all of this work was done prior to the judging, which was a bit
of a rush but nevertheless did result in an avoidance of confusion.
Everything was in good order when the C.N.E. opened its doors.

Volunteering is an interesting, useful, enjoyable and appreciated
experience. Again a big "Thank You" to all volunteers.



PRIZES AT C.N.E.

We are pleased to report that 40 of our members won prizes
at the International Wood Carving Exhibition. These members
won approximately 100 prizes, which speaks very well for the

quality of the exhibits they entered.

as follows:

Arthur Adamson
Fay Aldridge
Ruth Badzo
Paul Burdette
Bill Carnwith
Allen Calvin
Chris Cape
John Caowan

Joe Dampf
Mario De Luca
Robert Dunlop
Umberto Fusari
Robert Gill
William Gilmour
Rolf Hauge
Edwin Johnson
Jack Kelly
Mike Kelusky
Henk Kobes

John Cockburn

The prize winners are

Lynn Ann Larry
Alex MacDonald
Colin McPherson
John Meyers
Gerard Mindorff
Istaal Nielsen
Albert Olsen
Steve Oneschuk
Jose Perez

Louis Perna

Cathy Reader
Christopher Rees
William Spiers
Norman Tarver
Weldon Tracy
Elgin Turner
Warren Van Every
Jeanne Welhuaser
William Werbowsky
Betty White

Congratulations to all these members. We hope that we have

not omitted anyone.
missing names.

JOHN MEYERS' "BEST OF SHOW"

If so, we apologize. Please let us have any

We are indeed proud of John Meyers, one of our members,whose

carving, "Breadline",
International Wood Carving Exhibition.

was judged "Best of Show" at the recent

Not only that but, as a

carving by a Canadian, it won for John and his lovely wife a two

week's trip to England,

an award presented by Record Ridgeway

Tools, Limited, Sheffield, England, with which Record Tools Limited,

Canada, is associated.

A copy of an article that appeared in a recent issue of "The
Intelligencer" newspaper published in Belleville is enclosed. John
and his family live in Stirling which is near Belleville.

In spite of his problems,
ful man we have ever known.

John is the happiest and most cheer-
And that was so, even before he won

the Best of Show. No doubt John would give a great deal of credit
to his wife. We sincerely congratulate him for his accomplishment
and Wish .him and his wife the very best for the future.
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C.N.E. 101

Each evening at 6:30 p.m. while the C.N.E. was in operation,
the CBC ran a half-hour TV program covering special events and
attractions at the C.N.E. Probably the most attractive attraction
was Ruth Badzo, our Vice-President, who was interviewed. The
interview was shown on Wednesday, August 29. In the background
while the interview was taking place were two of Ruth's prize
winning carvings.

Unfortunately, Ruth herself did not see it on TV and perhaps
quite a number of our members also did not. If we can arrange
for equipment, we will borrow the video tape from CBC and run it at
one of our meetings. At any rate, Ruth did an excellent job on
behalf of all wood carvers.

NORTH YORK LIBRARY SYSTEM

On Saturday, September 8, carvings by our members were moved
from the display at the Central Branch of the North York Library
System to two display cabinets at the Downsview Branch, Keele Street
and Wilson Avenue where they will be on exhibition until the end
of October. Some carvings that won ribbons at the recent Exhibition
at the C.N.E. have been included. Even while the carvings were
being arranged for display, they attracted considerable attention
from visitors to the library.

On Saturday, October 27, at 10 a.m., the carvings will be
moved from the Downsview Branch to the Yorkdale Branch for display
during November and December. For more details, get in touch with
Joe Dampf, 66 Langbourne Place, Don Mills, Ontario, M3B 1A9.
Phone: 416-444-6837.

CRAFT SHOWS IN SOUTHWESTERN ONTARIO

A press release has been received which informs us of two
craft shows, as follows:

1. Windsor Christmas Craft Sale, November 22 through 25,
at Cleary Auditorium, Windsor.

2. London Christmas Craft Sale, December 5 through 9,
at Progress Building, Western Fairgrounds, London.

Apparently these two shows, each in its second year, are the major
Christmas craft sales in Southwestern Ontario. The organizers
anticipate presenting balanced, high quality shows with materials
from a wide range of crafts people, including wood carvers. Both
are juried shows which means that all items are subject to review
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and acceptance.

It is expected that there will be craft demonstrations,
door prizes (works of some craftspeople present) and lots of
wholesome food. Also, each show will have a series of awards
to the best craftspeople. An attendance of 50,000 is expected.

For more details, contact Ian Elliott, Festival of Crafts-
Ontario, Box 1000, Oxford Mills, Ontario, KOG 1S0, 613-258-3636.

MISSISSAUGA INTERNATIONAL CRAFT SHOW

We have received a pamphlet giving information about a first
annual craft show to be held at the International Centre, Hall
"A", 6900 Airport Road, Malton, from Monday, December 17 through
Sunday, December 23. The entrance fee is $335 for a booth of
100 square feet with no commissions taken from sales. The sponsors
plan to spend considerable money to give the show wide publicity.
Several persons could rent a booth together so long as not more
than two types of crafts are included in the booth. All items
must have been made in Canada. For more details, contact
Christina Kennedy, Alan Posivy or Michael Gabriele at 416-252-6764.

"OUT OF THE WOODS" EXHIBITION

An interesting exhibition under the name of "Out of the Woods"
has been travelling around Ontario since last Spring. It will be
staged on the following dates in two more galleries:

October 2 through 21 - Art Gallery of Peterborough
November 2 through 25 - Gallery/Stratford, Stratford.
This is a juried show of 34 contemporary works and sculptures
in wood by Ontario designers and craftspeople. Although most of
the exhibits are along the lines of furniture, several interesting

carvings and turnings are included. The purpose of this exhibition
is to focus on original designs and to encourage creative efforts.

INCORPORATION

Recently the OWCA became a non-profit, educational corporation
under the laws of Ontario. This means that our name is now regis-
tered and reserved exclusively for us. Also, in due course, it

will make it easier for the OWCA to become registered with Revenue
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Canada as an organization entitled to receive grants and donations
deductible by donors for tax purposes. As a result of this in-
corporation, it will be necessary for some amendments to be made
in our constitution.

WOOD SUPPLIERS

The following names are to be added to the lists of wood
suppliers that we have included in earlier newsletters:

Exotic Woods, Burlington 416-335-8066
Pacific Forest Products, Inc.
Toronto 416-366-1418
J. Philip Humﬁﬁrey, Milliken 416-293-8624
Mel Ayerst, Stroud 705-436-1766
Allen G. Calvin, Grimsby Apt. 6, 375 Book Road.

We expect to include a complete list of wood suppliers with our
next newsletter. We are always interested in learning about
other suppliers.

HOUSE OF HELENE CRAFT SUPPLY CENTRE

One of our members, Bill Cockshutt, and his wife, Helen,
operate the House of Helene Craft Supply Centre, 96 Meridene
Crescent West, London, Ontario, N5X 1G2 (519-433-1163). Bill
and Helen both teach wood carving. Also Helen is one of Canada's
accredited teachers in td®le painting.

WOOD BURNING PENS

One of our members, Paul Burdette, who is an expert carver
of decoys and wildfowl, has the franchise for the Post Pryo-
Electric Burning Pen. This pen is used for burning fine lines in
wood. In a recent letter, Paul states that he sells the pen for
$11.00, including tax and postage. His address is Singing Springs
Farm, R.R. #2, Orton, Ontario, LON 1INO.

TOOL SHARPENING AND WOOD

Allen Calvin, one of our members, told us at our booth at
the C.N.E. that on request he will sharpen tools at his workshop.



q

e

Also he has some black walnut wood for sale. His address is
Apt. 6, 375 Book Road, Grimsby, Ontario, L3M 2M8.

RELIGIOUS CARVINGS

Piérre Tremblay, a member of OWCA, is looking for carvers
to do final detail carvings on partially shaped pieces. These
are a wide range of religious carvings in a specie of oak, some
in the round and some in relief. For details regarding compensation
and other information contact him at Unit 228, 96 Richmond Street
East, Toronto, Ontario, M5C 1P1, 416-366-1548.

WOODWORKING MACHINES, TOOLS AND WO0OD

One of our members, Philip Huméﬁrey, has a unique shop that
caters to the needs of both amateur and professional wood carvers
and wood craftsmen. He sells excellent quality wood working
machines and wood carving tools. In addition he sells kiln dried
random width woods. To a.limited extent and for a reasonable
charge, saws, planes, etc., that are set up in his shop are available
for members of the OWCA. For further information contact him at
Box 173, 33 Red Lea Avenue, Milliken, Ontario, LOH 1KO, 416-293-
8624. Red Lea Avenue is one block east of Kennedy Road running
south from Steeles Avenue.

BOOKS ABOUT woOD

One of the carvings included in the show "QOut of the Woods"
referred to above was made by Stephen Hogbin. That carving has
a resemblance to another of his works, a large sculpture in wood
on the main floor of the Metropolitan Reference Library on Yonge
Street a block north of Bloor Street. Stephen's wife Maryann
operates a retail bookstore and mail order business selling books
about wood. In fact, her very interesting catalogue is called
just that, "BOOKS ABOUT WOOD". We expect that in the near future,
she will be mailing a copy of her catalogue to each of our members.
Their address is the The Ginger Press, Kilsyth, R.R. #3, Owen Sound,
Ontario, N4K 5N5.

WOOD CARVING CLASSES

At our both at the C.N.E., we were asked numerous times for
the names and addresses for wood carving classes. We know of many
classes. However, we were asked for classes in two cities, Waterloo
and Oshawa, which we did not have. If you have information regarding
such classes, please let us know so we can pass the information along.



JOHN MEYERS

(=
-

The following article appeared in the September 8, 1979,
issue of "The Intelligencer" newspaper published in Belleville,

Ontario.
Belleville.

Stirling, where John and his Family live, is near

.

Wood carving show artist’s
true understanding of medium

By SHELLEY WILSON
Staff Reporter

John E. Meyers, Stirling area artist, says he likes to tell
stories in wood, and an exhibition of his work at the Corby
Public Library shows he makes a spell-binding story-
teller.

The yarns he carves into butternut and black walnut are
about the grace and speed of sailing ships, the tenacity of
people, the beauty and strength in animals and the
challenge of competition. Using the medium of bas-relief
wood carving, Meyers skillfully conveys a variety of
themes. ’

His exhibition of work, including pieces which took top
honors at the Canadian National Exhibition (CNE) in
Toronto this year, is both humanly warm and of high ar-
tistic merit. (Breadline, which took the top of its class, is
not available for the exhibition). The carvings glow with
the hand-polished beauty of fine wood.

Meyers, 44, is still shaken by the overwhelming success
of his work at the CNE. He has been doing bas-relief for
only 10 years. His earliest piece, a carving of faces of
world leaders, is included in the exhibition at the Corby
Public Library.

His first ‘‘big break” came when the Sailing Olympics
were held at Kingston in 1976. Meyers said he had done
research on old sailing vessels and had some carved. His
one-man showing at the Olympic Harbor site resulted in
one of the reliefs being purchased as a gift for Queen
Elizabeth. Meyers was presented to the Queen at that

me.

Meyers work has subsequently gained considerable
‘ popularity. He had to borrow the pieces displayed at the
: gurby l:l’ctl;bllc Library from owners, as all his pieces have

- been sold. :

“To me, it's rewarding. It think it’s my medium,” said
Meyers, who said he used to paint earlier in his life.

The qualities of tenacity and strength of character
which Meyers admires in the face of The Widow he saw in
a photograph and subsequently carved, are the same
qualities reflected in Meyer’s own career.

Crippled in a car accident when he was 18 years old,
Meyers has spent a great deal of time in hospital, and
eventually had a leg amputated as a result of the accident.
But he is a firm believer that a person has to ‘‘play with
the cards you're dealt” and do the best you can. For a
number of years he held a demanding public relationsjob
with the March of Dimes, but then decided to change the
direction of his life and try wood carving as a career in-
stead of a hobby. His success at wood carving has brought

him self-sufficiency and a sense of accomplishment.

“It’s a great privilege to make a living with your
hands,”’ he said.

Meyers says that considering the extent of his injuries,
he was lucky not to have been killed in the accident which
changed his life. .

Meyers says in future he would like to do more work in-
volving carving people which he has already done with
success. Examples of his carving of people, in addition to
the Widow, are exhibited at the Corby Public Library
gallerK. One is a Hyde Park minister, ‘‘clutching his belief
in his hand”", and another of immigrants to Canada full of
fatigue and hope. He also includes a carving done about
the Biafran starvation done in 1969.

Meyers hopes to do more carvings on a sports theme,
recording major record-setting events. He has already
done some carving of skiing and hockey events.

But Meyers adds he does not want more quantity, but
improved quality.

“] don’t want more quantity, I want more quality,” he
says. ‘‘I want to keep growing."”

An amazing feature of Meyers’ career is that he had no
formal training in wood carving.

“It's just something I've developed over the years,” he
said.

His approach to the carving involves extensive research
at the local libraries, especially for the ships which are
based on authentic vessels, and then creating a drawing to
work from. Often he takes photographs to use as a base

for the work.

The carving stage begins with a piece of wood from the
Oak Hills area, selected especially for its quality of grain
and lack of knots, about the same size as a card-table top
but much thicker. The final product takes anywhere from
two to 10 weeks to complete, depending on its complexity.
His ships bear fine detail, reflecting the historical depic-
tion of one ship as ‘“‘sumptuously encumbered from stem
tostern”. .

To see one of his works displayed in a chain-food outlet
in Ottawa would be worth the drive to the capital city to
see. It includes the Parliament Buildings surrounded by a
number of Canadian figures who have left their mark on
the country's history. A similar work is displayed in a
Kingston branch of the chain.

Meyers lives near Oak Lake on, apprqpriately. John
Meyers Road, where he has a studio. He is married and
has two children, John, 16, and Mai, 12.

The artist is looking forward to a trip to England next
July as part of the winning included in the Marples award
at the CNE.




