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ONTARIO WOOD CARVERS ASSOCIATION (OWCA)

FO.B0X 413, STATION T, TORONTO, ONTARIO M68 44 )

NEWSLETTER #21

JANUARY, 1981

NEXT MEETING

The next meeting wiil be heic on January 12, at 7.30 p.m. in
the Ontaris Community Centre for the leaf. '

The Centre is located on the east side of Bayview Avenue in
North York, at the first traffic light just 2 short distance scuth
of the licnt at Post Road, which is south of Highway 401. For public
transportation ftake Bayview Bus No. 11 from Lawrence Avenue Subway
Station. There is a bus stop at the Centre.

PROGRAM

We are to be favoured with an unusual freat at our January
meeting. Some years ago, Bert Olsen,our energetic bird carver and
telephone convenor, made a movie of wildlife in the Don River Valley
in Metropoiitan Toronto, entitled "Near Horizons". Included are wild
birds. tmall animals and flowers, all living within the area of a
larage city.

Aleng with the movie, we shall have a Show & Tell based on the
- same theme: birds, animals and flowers. Sc we are requesting members
T0 bring carvings (either in the rcund or in relief) based on that
thema. The subjects do nct need tc be only wildlife of the Don River
Yalley: any tyres and sizes of birds, animals and “lowers will be
fine.

SALES TABLE

At several recent meetings we have Tound that mambers are finding
a ceéles table to be of much interest. So, if you have s.rpius wood.
teols and other accessories that you would Tike %o sell, please bring

it (or them) along. Put your name and the price on 2ach item and be
availanle to collect tne money for yvour item (or items).

NEW_MENBERS

We are pleased to welcome the foliowing new members and nope to
meet them in person at the rext meeting.

| ET THE NHIPS FLY WH 3E THEY MAY"Y
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Mr. Neil Haist Mr. David B. Lodge
10 Talbet Road, 2248 Fife Crescent,
WILLOWDALE, Ontario OTTAWA, Ontario
MZN 259 K1G 274

Mr. Mark Gaudet

Apt. 3506,

50 Burnhill Road,
Scarborough, Ontario
M1L 4R3

Our membership at the end of 1980 stands at 175.
NAME OR ADDRESS CHANGE OR CORRECTION

If your mailing address has been changed or if an error has been
made in it in our mailing label, please give the correct information
to our Membership Secretaries, Lorraine MacDonald and Joan Pickford,
24 Deering Crescent, Willowdale, Ontairc, M2M 2A3, 416-222-6200 or
416-222-7346.

ONTARIO CRAFTS DIRECTORY

Although it may be too late now, since the application should have
been returned by December 31, 1980, it may still be possible to have

your name, address, etc., included in the Seventh Edition of the
Directory. At any rate, you will have to act immediately.

Too late for our November Newsletter the Ontario Crafts Council
sent us a copy of an application formthat a craftsman desiring to
sell to the public may complete and return to the Council. If you are
interested, contact the Council at the following address:

ONTARIQ CRAFTS COUNCIL, -
DIRECTORY UPDATE,

346 DUNDAS STREET WEST,
TORONTN, ONTARIO,

M5T 1G5

PHONE: 416-977-3551.

EXHIBIT AT METROPOLITAN REFERENCE LIBRARY

From about January 6 to February 9, 1981, several members of
OWCA have carvings of birds and decoys on display in the Reference
Library Building of the Metropolitan Toronto Library at 789 Yonge
Street. The carvings are in display cabinets near the =levators on
the second floor.

We are indebted to Bert 0isen, who has gathered the carvings
together and has assisted Mr. Joseph Tatarnic, Exhibitions Supervisor
on the library staff, in the arranging of the display.
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Parking is not goed in the Bloor-Yonge area, so it is recommended
that visitors use either the Bloor Subway or the Yonge Subway. Both
subways stop at the Bloor-Yonge Subway Station which is just a block
away from the Reference Library.

We were invited to present a display of bird carvings because it
was felt that it would provide an interesting supplement to another
dispiay presented simultaneously by the Royal Ontario Museum. As you
probacly know, while the major building project is under way at the
ROM, the museum has to be closed to the public. As a partial sub-
stitute, the ROM is presenting an exhibition of mounted birds in the
Reference Library at the same time as the CWCA is presenting its
exhibition of carved birds and decoys.

METROPOLITAN REFERENCE LIBRARY

The Reference Library itself is a very interestina, modern
buiiding. It is well worth a visit for its own sake, aside from the
iwo exhibitions described above.

The building is constructed around a hollow space that extends
from the main floor to the roof. On each floor is a balcony around
the open space overlooking the main floor. Hanging plants grow along
the edges of the balconies.

On the main fioor is a Tong screen or fence which is really a
wooden sculpture or carving designed and executed by Stephen Hogbin,
a well-known woodworker in Owen Sound, Ontario. The screen is made
from 350 boards of 2" X €" X 7' red oak set in concrete and field
stones. 1Its purpose is to separate one part of the main floor from
another part.

But it is no ordinary fence or screen. Each board has been
individually shaped on a mi1ling machine designed and built by
Stephen of this purpose. The whole series of boards leans rhythmically
from cne side to the cther as though forced into waves by a wind.

In addition to the screen and other beautifying attractions
around the building, there are of course thousands and thousands of
bocks. periodicals, records, etc., that mav be referred to at well-
designed tables and comfortable chairs. The Reference Library is
indeed a very pleasant place to do research work.

CANADIAN NATIONAL DECOY CONTEST

At the Sportsmen's Show to be held March 20 through 29, 1981, in
the Coliseum at the Canadian National Exhibition, will be held the
"17th Annual Canadian National Decoy Contest". This contest will
consist of 23 classes, each separated into open and amateur, plus a
special class for beginners. An entry fee of 32.00 per decoy is
charged. The 23 classes are arranged intoc groups. as follows:

Marsh Ducks;:
Diving Ducks:
Geese;

Uther Waterfowl;

Cecorative Wiid Fowl
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For information, entry forms, etc., contact Peter Edwards,
Executive Director, Toronto Sportsmen's Association, James Gardens,
61 Edgehill Road, Islington, Ontaric, MIA 4N1, 416-233-3297.

Entry forms and carvings are to be received at the above address
no later than March 9, 1981.

NTAGARA WOOD CARVERS ASSOCIATION - SPRING SHOW

This association in Niagara Falls, Ontario, will be holding its
Second Annual Spring Show on April 4, 1981. For additional infor-
mation write to Leighton Spicer, 6572 0'Arcy Crescent, Niagara Falls,
Ontario, L3E 5T3. At the first Spring Show in 1980, carvers from the
Niagara Frontier wood Carvers, Lockport, N.Y. and from the Southtowns
Wood Carvers, Hamburg, N.Y. were among guest exhibitors.

SOUTHTOWNS WOOD CARVERS OF WESTERN NEW YNRK

Each year this organization, which meets in Hamburg in Western
New York holds an exhibition. The next show will be held on May 2 and
3, 1981, for which we will receive more detailed information later.

Last year several of our members grouped together and drove down
on either the Saturday or the Sunday. Also, members from the Niagara
Wood Carvers Association in Niagara Falls, Cntario, and from other
organizations in Western New York attended and exhibited carvings.

At the Fourth Annual International Wood Carving Exhibition at the
1980 CNE, a group fo members of the Southtowners hired a bus and drove
to Toronto. Many of them visited our booth at the exhibition.

At this time, no plans hav e been made for members of the QWCA to
attend the Southtowner's exhibition in May, 1981. However, it is
something to keep in mind. We will 1ikely have more to say about the
idea tater.

SOURCES OF MATERIALS AND EQUIPMENT

In our Ncvember Newsletter, we said that, as a service to our
members, we are pianning to develop a catalogue of sources of materials
and equipment of interest %o carvers. We asked members to give us
information about such sources, particularly sources outside Metropclitan
Toronto. Since then we have received some informaticn. However, we
are keen to receive still more before we put the catalogue together.

The catalogue will simply be a collecting together of all the
information that we have received over the past couple of years
togetther with any new information you send to us. When we put the
catalogue together, it wiil be published as a supplement to a future
newsletter and will be distributed with it without charge.

Please send the information to Norman Tarver, 182 Nevilie Park
Blvd., Toronto, Ontario, M4E 3P8, 416-691-9931. g

§n the mantime we will mention from time to time sources of
materials, etc., in our reguiar Newsletters.
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WOOD CARYINGS, TOOLS AND SUPPLIES

Our President, Ruth Badzo, has set up a marketing company under the
name of"Ruth's Wood Carvings, Supplies & Services". She is salling
wood carving tools, stones, oils, etc., in addition to taking
commissions for carvings. The address of her enterprise is 730
Glengrove Ave. W., Toronto, Ontario, M6B 2J6, 416-783-0536.

Ruth is now teaching wood carving at four different community
colleges and schools. Last Summer, she conducted a week-long course
in wood carving at the Haliburton School of Fine Arts.

As you can imagine, she is a mite busy because she is a
housewife with two young daughters and a husband!

800KS

Two of our members sell books of interest to wood carvers and
other craft people:

(a) Stanley Adelman operates the "Can-Do Bookstore" at
120 Cumberland St., Toronte, Ontaric M5R 1A6,
416-922-3543, His store has a wide range of books
along the lines of do-it-yourself for all kinds cf
hobbies and occupations.

(b) Maryvarn Hogbin operates a mail order bookstore under
the name of "Bocks About Wood" at R.R. #3, Owen Sound,
Ontario, N4K 5N5, She recently mailed a catalogue to
all our members. Maryann is the wife of Stephenwhc

built the Tong wooden screen at the Referencelibrary
described above.

BASSWOOD AND PINE

Bi11l Gilmour, one of our members, has a large supply of
basswood available for sale ata reasonable price. Cut pieces

are 6" X 6" of various lengths. There are some logs not yet
quite ary.

Bill would like to learn of a supply of 4" X 4" pine because
he Tikes to use that kind of wood himself.

He may be contacted at 359 Rankin Drive, Burlington, Ontario,
L7N 232  316-637-8902.

WOOD SUPPLIER

We have received a price 1ist from Peacock Lumber Limited
giving infermation about a good range of different woods available,
both scftwoods and hardwoods and both domestic and imported.

For detailed information, contact Peacock Lumber Limited,
328 Ritson Road North, Oshawa, Ontario, L1C 5P8 416-725-4744.

n addition to selling wood, Peacock Lumber have facilities
for kiln drying a customer's wood for which charges vary depending



on the moisture content.

KILN DRYING

At the November meeting, Andy Poynter of A & M Wood Specialty,
Cambridge, Ontario, presented an interesting slide show and lecture
on the milling, drying and grading of lumber. In his comments, he
mentioned a manual which may be purchased on kiln drying {and other
methods of drying), as follows:

KILN OPERATOR'S MANUAL FOR EASTERN CAMADA"
by M.Y. CECH & F. PFAFF,

No. P504ER

Eastern Forest Products Laboratory,

800 Montreal Road,

Ottawa, Ontario, KIG 3Z5.

DECOY AUCTION

Describing the forthcoming Decoy Contest above recalls a rare auction
that was held recently. On December 12, 1980, Waddington, MclLean & Co., Ltd.
the well-known auctioneer in Toronto, held an auction of more than 100
nineteenth and twentieth centyry carved decoys and folk-art birds from
Eastern Canada and the United States. These decoys were mostly antiques
made by well-known Canadian and United States carvers.

An interesting article about these carvings and about decoy carving
in general was inciuded in the Globe and Mail of Thursday, December 11
(Page 18). A copy of the paper could probably be purchased at the Globe
and Mail office or the article could be read on microfilm at the
Metropclitan Reference Library described above. A catalogue published
for the sale was available for $5.00. It is quite possible that the
catalogue itself will become a collectors item.

At the sale, the top price was paid for a duck decoy carved in 1910.

ARTS AND CRAFTS IN CANADA

The Canadian Imperial Bank of Commerce publishes a quarterly
nublication called "SPECTRUM". Vulume 1, Number 3, recentiy publishsed
is devoted entirely to a discussion of the arts in Canada written by
Maver Moore, Chairman of the Canada Council and a Professor ¢f the Theatre
at York University, Toronto. A copy of "Spectrum" may be secured at a
oranch of the bank or by writing to the Editor, Spectrum,Canadian Imperial
3ank of Ccmmerce, Head Office, Commerce Court, Toronto. Ontario, MSL 1A2.

To some, woodcarving is a craft rather than & form of art: to others,
it is a form of art. Probably the truth is that it graduates from a craft
Dy some of us to a form of art by others. At any rate, whether we carvers
are artists or craftsmen, we should be much concerned about the development
of the arts in Canada and that includes all kinds of arts.

Mavor Moore's message is that Canadians are quite capable of arowth
in the arts and have demonstrated such ability in many areas. But there
is a problem. Although governments in Canada have supporied the arts and
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are continuing to du so, they are showing signs: of wanting %o regiment
those who promote, encourage and assist the arts. He argues that
financial support is essential, even greater support than at present,
but that regimentation will dampen and even kill the creativity essential
to the growth of artistic cuiture in Canada.

His discussion 1s well worth reading and considering.

"HANDS" MAGAZINE

This is a new national magazine which will publish its first issue
in March, 1981. ’

"Hands" will be aimed "at the amateur or beginning craft enthusiast
whe wants how-to tips, patterns, instructions, sources of materials and
Just plain inspiration to get started" (quoting from a release recently
received).

The subscription price is $6.75 for 5 issues in 1981 followed by
6 issues per year thereafter. For a limited period, a charter subscriber
will be given a free gift of an original set of crafter's notepaper
exclusively designed for Cedar Cave Crafts by Marianne Strutt. Send your
name, address and postal code number together with your cheque or money
order, to:

Hands Magazine,

Suite 100/489,

2 3loor St. W.,

TORONTO, Ontario,

Maw 3E2.

The first issue will contain a picture of the carving which OWCA

voiunteers have carved for the Ontario Community for the Deaf. Included
in the picture will be ssveral of the volunteers.

"CHIP CHATS" MAGAZINE

The September-October, 1980, issue of this magazine which is published
in the United States six times a vear by the Mational Woocd Carvers
Association contains a good article describing the Fourth Annual Inter-
national Wood Carving Exhibition at the 1580 Canadian National Exhibition.
Included are pictures of the " Nude" carving by Joe Dampf, our Vice-President,
which won Best Canadian Carving and "The Wagonmaster" carving by Dee Flagg,
Scottsdale, Arizona, which won Best of Show. We congratulate both of these
carvers.

This magazine is sent without additional charge to all members of
the National Weod Carvers Association. Membership in the NWCA is available
for an annual fee of only U.S. $5.00 on application to Mr. Edward F.
Gallenstein, President, National Wood Carvers Association, 7424 Miami Ave. ,
Cincinnati, Ohio, 45243.

Although NWCA is a good friend of OWCA and has been and continues to
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be quite helpful to us and to the CNE, we regret that we are not in a
position to process applications for memberships in the NWCA or to
handle U.S. Dollars. Such applications should be made directly to Mr.
Gellenstein at the address abcve.

"CANADA CRAFTS" MAGAZINE

While we have craft magazines in mind, we should mention that
"Canada Crafts" magazine is now being pubiished by MNorris Publications,
having been purchased from C.P. Page Publications Limited. "Canada
Crafts" is published bi-monthly and costs $14.00 per year. The sub-
scription address is Canada Crafts, No. 102, 2453 Yonge St., Toronto,
Ontario, M4P 2E8.

"CANADIANS AT PIETRASANTA"

That was the titie of an interesting article included in the November
15, 1980, issue of "TODAY MAGAZINE", which is distributed weekly with the
Sunday Star. The magazine is also distributed by The Gazette (Ottawa);
The Whig-Standard (Kingston); The St. Catherines Standard; The Spectator
(Hamilton); The Brantford Expositor; The Kitchener-Waterloo Record; The
London Free Press; The Windsor Star and nine other newspapers across
Canada from St. John's to Victoria, presumably simultaneously with the
Sunday Star.

The article describes a colony of Canadian sculpturers who live and
work at Pietrasanta., in the Tuscany hills north of Pisa in central Italy.
Pietrasanta is a smell village near the quarries where Michelangelo
obtained the beautiful white marble for his 'DAVID" and where he lived
and worked for several years. Henry Moore also-does some of his carvings
in Pietrasanta.

In addition to obtaining marble, sculpturers are able to rent spaces
in the quarries in which to do their carving. Also, in the village are
foundries for casting carvings in bronze.

Many of the Canadians, who come from all parts of Canada, have
lived in Pietrasanta for several years. Othexsspend part time in Canada
and part time in Pietrasanta. Some are assisted by the Canada Council.
There are also sculpturers, etc., from the United States, Denmark,
Germany, Japan and other parts of the world, although one resident from
Oregon said ne thinks there are more Canadians than Italians in Pietrasanta.

Another article on the Carrara quarries was included in the travel
section of the Globe and Mail of December 27, 1980. This article dis-
cusses the marble itself in more detail and also gives more information
about Michelangelo and Henry Moore.

Both articles are interesting and well worth reading, especially if
you are interested in sculpturing as well as in carving in wood and
especiaily if you have in mind visiting Italy at some time. Pietrasanta
is not far from the sea in the nills of Tuscany between Florence and Genoa.

Complete copies of all issues of The Sunday Star and the Globe and
Mail are on microfilms at the Metropolitan Reference Library described
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earlier in this Newsletter. The two newspapers have files too, of course,
and copies of back issues may usually be purchased from them.

RECORD MARPLES, INC

We have received notice that Record Tools, Limited, changed the company
name on October 1,1980, to Record Marples, Inc. This company, in association
with its related company in the United Kingdom, donates numerous prizes to
winners at the International Wood Carving Exhibitions held annually at
Davenport, Iowa, awd «f Ghe CN E:

At the CNE 1980 exhibition, Joe Dampf, our Vice-President, won the
"Best Canadian Carving" donated by Record Marples. Inc. which includes a
two week trip to England for Joe and his wife Joan. A similar prize was
won by John Rocus, Ann Arbor, Michigan, at the Davenport 1980 exhibition.

Mr. Charles Johnston of Recerd Marples, Inc. is a member of OWCA and
has been a good friend to us and to the CNE.

WHAT IS THE OWCA?

Once in a while, it is perhaps a good idea to describe what our
association is and what it is intended to accomplish, particularly because
new members continue to join us who have never read our constitution.

So here are a few words about the OWCA.

The OWCA was established in March, 1978, by a small group of wood
carvers. It is now incorporated under the laws of the Province of Ontario
as a non-profit, educational organizaiton, which oeprates without the
purpose of gain for its members. Any profits or other accretions to the
OWCA are used in the promotion of the aims and objectives cof the
association, which are

(a) to promote an interest in. and an appreciaticn of,
wood carving and soapstone carving by and for the
general public in the Province of Ontaric, and

(b) to develop a high standard of craftsmanship among
its members and other carvers in the Province.

Membership i< open to any person interested in or actively engaged
in carving in wood or in soapstone.The membership is comprised of ali
types of carvers, amateurs and professionais, beginners and experts,
students and teachers, young and not-so-young, men and women. Any
persons interested in carving whether they are carvers or whether they are
non-carvers interested in the develcpment and well-heing of the OWCA and
carving in general are welcome to join.

To carry out its aims and objectives, the OWCA programme now consists
of four main types of activities:

1; It holds about eight menthly meetings from October to June,
similar in nature to the January meeting described in this
Newsletter.
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2. It participates in exhibitions open to the public where its
members on a volunteer basis provide information about
carvings, particularly information about carving classes.

3 From time to time in libraries and other public places, it
' sets up exhibits of members' carvings, similar in nature to
the display at the Metropolitan Reference Liebary as described
in this Newsletter.

4. About eight or ten times per year, the OWCA distributes to
all members a Newsletter, similar in nature to this Newsletter
(although sometimes not quite so lengthy).

Our association has gradually increased its activities in the areas of
(2) and (3) above. Since our beginning, the CNE has kindly supplied us
with a booth without charge at each annual Internationa? Wood Carvinag
Exnibition. Recently we ahve also participated in a few other shows, such
as the DO-It-Yourself Show at the CNE in October, 1980. We shall perhaps
participate in up to three shows or exhibitions per year,

Participation in shows and exnibitions attended by the public means
that we must abide by the rules and regulations of such shows and exhibitions.
For example, we do not distribute advertising material for a commercial
enterprise from an OWCA booth, even though a person employed by or running
such enterprise may be a member of the OWCA (which of course is quite in
order, if he or she is interested in supporting the aims and objectives of
the OWCA).

The OWCA is now almost three years old. It has grown steadily since
its inception. Its program of activities has gradually evolved and
developed. No doubt the range of activities will gradually evoive still
more. We operate entirely on a volunteer basis, are completely self-
supporting (i.e. the OWCA receives no governmental or other grants). The
executive of the OWCA is always open to suggestions respecting ideas
and adopts whatever suggestions it can within the 1imits of the aims and
objectives and the means available. The activities of the OWCA are not
“carved in wood or soapstone".

RENEWAL OF MEMBERSHIP

In our November Newsletter, we said that with regret we would have to
discontinue sending our Newsletters to members who had not renewed member-
ships for 1980-1981. Since then we have received quite a number of
renewals. However, there are stiil a number who have not renewed to whom
this Newsletter and future Newsietters will not be sent.

[f you know of any members who have not received copies of this
Newsletter, please mention to them that they probably overlooked renewing
their memberships. We will be happy to send copies of this Newsletter and
future Newsletters:when we know they have renewed.

FUTURE MEETINGS

Future meetings for 1980-1981 year will be held on the third Monday of
each month. In other words, the dates will be as follows:

February 16 March 16 April 20 May 18 June 15
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