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ONTARIO WOOD CARVERS ASSOCIATION (OWCA)

P O. BOX 413, STATION T,, TORONTO, ONTARIO M68B 4A3

NEWLETTER #22

FEBRUARY, 1981

NEXT MEETING

The next meeting will be held on February 16, at 7:30p.m.
in the Ontario Community Centre for the Deaf.

The Centre is located on the east side of Bayview Ave.,
in North York at the first traffic light just a short distance
south of the light at Post Road, which is south of Highway 401.
For public transportation take Bayview Bus No. 11 from Lawrence
Avenue Subway Station. There is a bus stop at the Centre.

PROGRAM

Mr. Brian Elliott of Heinz Jordan and Company Limited,
distributors of Henry Taylor wood carving and woodturning tools,
will give a talk on the manufacturing of such tools with the
assistance of slides and film. We understand that he recently
visited the factory in England where the Henry Taylor tools are
made. He expects to be able to distribute catalogues to those
* present (he said "expects" because of printing problems). After
his formal presentation, Mr. Elliott will be pleased to answer
questions and to enlarge on some points.

Ruth Badzo, our President, through her marketing company

"Ruth's Wood Carvings, Supplies and Services" will have some
Henry Taylor tools on hand to sell at a discount to those present.

SALES TABLE

At recent meetings our sales table is a continual popular
activity. So, if you have surplus wood, tools or other accessories
that you would like to sell, please bring it or them along. PRat
vour name and price on each item and be available to collect the
money for your item or items.

“LET THE CHIPS FLY WHERE THEY MAY"
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NEW MEMBERS

We are pleased to welcome the following new members and hope
to meet them in person at an early meeting:

Mr. Leon Levin Mrs. Helen Frey,

509 Parkside Drive 10 Glenelia Ave.,
TORONTQ, Ontario WILLOWDALE, Ontario,
M6R 279 M2M 2K7

Mr. Ronald C. Owens Mr. Bruce J. Galway,
96 Ascolda Blvd., 19 Bendale Blvd.,
SCARBOROUGH, Ontario SCARBOROUGH, Ontario
M1J 2P4 M1J 2Bl

Mr. Karl A. Massiah Mr. Reginald C. Richards,
47 Ravensbourne Cresc., 6 Gooderham Dr.,
ISLINGTON, Ontario SCARBOROUGH, Ontario
M9A 2A9 M1R 3G5

Mr. Fred Ridout

27 Painswick Cresc.,
WILLOWDALE, Ontario
M2J 3M5S

ADDRESS CHANGES

We have been told of several changes, as follows:

Mr. Julian Bowron Mr. Leo Sedley

55 Westmount Ave. 3303 Don Mills Rd.,

TORONTO, Ontario Apt. 707,

M6H 3K2 DON MILLS, Ontario
M2J 476

Mr. Roy Grant's
Postal Code Number is M1H 2V3

We have been informed by the Post Office that Mr. Ted Dwyer has
moved from 2537 Lakeshore Blvd. W., Apt. 103, Toronto, M8V 1E8,
and has left no forwarding address apparently. If you knowan

up-to-date address for him, please let our Membership Secretaries
have it.

Please give all address changes to our Membership Secretaries,
Joan Pickford and Lorraine MacDonald, 24 Deering Crescent, Willowdale,
Ontario M2M 2A3, 416-222-6200 or 416-222-7346.

LIST OF MEMBERS

Each year about this time our Membership Secretaries prepare
a list of all our members with addresses and telephone numbers to
the extent that they have them on file. The enclosed list of 189
members is complete wup to January 25, 1981. Preparing this list
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requires a lot of work for our Membership Secretaries.

Please check it over for errors in information. Also, as we
mentioned in our January Newsletter, some members may have over-
looked renewing their memberships. If you know of any members who
are not included on the list, please remind them to send in their
fees. This list is now the mailing list for ourMNewsletter.

"METROPOLIS"

On your right as you enter the large foyer of the new City
Hall in Toronto is a very large and unusual sculptural mural
entitled "Metropolis".

The mural is unusual because it is comprised of more than
100,000 common Canadian nails which the artist, David Partridge,
hammered into a wooden background. The mural is made up of nine
panels each 7'6" high,each weighing at least 400 pounds. The
central core is a circle of massed copper nails which represents
the heart of the City ( a great metropolis but not any city in
particular). In concentric circles, the central panel grows
like tree ravines enclosing the City's heart. The widening
circles bisected by grids reflect suburban regions and beyond
that is a scattering of little pockets of people and unpeopled
areas.

Mr. Partridge, the artist, is an internationally known sculptor

residing in Toronto. He was born in Akron, Ohio, in 1919 and became
a naturalized Canadian in 1944.

EXHIBIT AT METROPOLITAN REFERENCE LIBRARY

We visited the library a few days ago and were very pleased
with the way in which Mr. Joseph Tatarnic, Exhibition Supervisor
for the library, had arranged the display of bird carvings and
appropriate books from the shelves of the library. : The 14 carvings
that Bert Olsen, our telephone convenor, gathered together from
several of our members for the exhibit were all beautiful carvings
of birds. Chris Cape loaned three carvings; Louis Parna, three;
Weldon Tracey, five; in addition to the three outstanding carvings
by Bert himself. Bert does such a good job his title should
probably changed to exhibition and telephone convenor.

The display ran from January 6 to February 9.

BOOKS ON CARVING

While we were at the Metropolitan Reverence Library, we took
a look at the catalogue of woodcarving books on file there. There
is quite a good selection available for reference on the second
floor in the Fine Arts Section. The books cannot be taken away
from the library, of course, since it is a reference library only.
However, copies of selected pages could be made on conveniently
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situated xerox copy machines.

From time to time, we have taken a look at the books in
various branch libraries of the different library systems around
Metropolitan Toronto. Some branches have quite good selections
that can be borrowed. Probably libraries in other parts of the
Province also have good books that can be borrowed. Look under
various headings, such as wood carving, wood working, sculpturing,
etc. 1Ideas for carving can often be picked up in the books in
the art section or the craft section.

NORTH YORK ARTS COUNCIL

From February 6 through 21, 1981, the Council will be holding
its Seventh Annuai "Eye-On-Art" Exhibition in the North York Givic
Centre. This is a juried exhibition designed to display the best
work produced by visual artists 'in North York who are members of
the Council. Prizes are awarded for each of the following categories:

(1) Best o0il or acrylic used as oil
(2) Best watercolour

(4) Best sculpture

(5) Best crafts

(5) Best graphic (including pastel)

(6) Best photograph

Joe Dampf, our Vice-President, will be entering two carvings
in Category (3). By the time of our meeting on February 16, we
will know whether either or both of his carvings is or are selected
by the jury.for inclusion in the exhibition and whether he haswon
a prize. Last year Joe had a piece included and won a prize with it .
In the meantime, best wishes Joe.

Each year, in November, the Council holds an "Open Show",

which is non-juried and is designed to encourage artists whose works’
are not chosen for the juried "Eye-On-Art" Exhibition.

ARTS COUNCIL OF HAMILTON AND REGION

This Council has announced that it will hold a "DESIGNER
CRAFTS" exhibition from April 10 through May 7, 1981. This will
be a juried exhibition and sale to be held at the Carnegie Gallery,
Dundas, Ontario. Later, prize winners will be exhibited at the
new central library. For information regarding the exhibition,
contact the Council at P.O. Box 2080, Station 2, Hamilton, Ontario,
L8N 3Y7, 416-529-9485.
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CAMBRIDGE PUBLIC LIBRARY AND ART GALLERY

For 9 months in 1979, a very successful exhibition entitled
"OUT OF THE WOODS" toured the Province. The pieces included in
the juries exhibition were mostly along the lines of furniture
but a few carvings and sculptures in wood were included. The
exhibition was prepared under the auspices of the Cambridge
Public Library and Art Gallery. We understand that the Library
is now working on a successor exhibition. We will let .you have
more details when available.

"THE GUILD INN" IN SCARBOROUGH

This Inn, which is much, much more than an Inn, is unique
in many respects. It would require a book to do it justice rather
than this short article. For this reason, we encourage anyone
interested in unique sculpture, history, scenery and gardens to stop
by for a visit to just wander around. It is not necessary to stay
at the Inn or even to have a meal there, although either would be
a unique event, too.

Most of the material for this article has been taken from a
booklet entitled, "The Spencer Clark Collection of Historic
Architecture at The Guild Inn" and from a pamphlet entitled,

"A Short History of The Guild". Copiés of hoth are available at
the Inn. Also, an article was included in The Toronto Star of
September 20, 1980, which may be read at the 3tar Building or at
the Metropolitan Reference Library on Yonge Street. The author has
frequently visited the Inn, too.

The Inn is located on the lakefront atop of theBluffs in
Scarborough about 15 miles east of downtown Toronto. The road
that leads down to the Inn passes through historic iron gates on
the south side of the Kingston Road (Highway 2) east of the junction
with Eglinton Avenue. ' :

The Inn had its beginning in 1932 when Spencer and Rosa Clark
purchased an estate of about 40 acres with a large home on it (which
became the central part of the Inn). In the depth of the great
depression, the Clarks hoped to make some contribution to those
difficult years by stimulating interest in arts and crafts, thus
indicating ways in which may persons could regain livelihoods.

The estate was given the name "The Guild of All Arts" (which

many old-times still recall with affection). Shops and studios
for many arts and crafts were set up and various artists and
craftspeople lived and/or worked there. As the Guild became known,
out-of-town visitors wished to stay overnight too, so the place
gradually developed into an inn.

During World War II, the Guild was taken over by the Canadian
Government for training and hospital purposes and was known for a
while as "HMCS BYTOWN II" and later as "SCARBOROUGH HALL". After
the war, it was returned to the Clarks and was renamed "The Guild
Inn" -
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Over the years numerous well-known persons from abroad have
visited the Inn and many have stayed overnight. The Inn has been
the locale for countless wedding receptions because of the
outstanding gardens and catering facilities. However, for us in
the OWCA, the really outstanding attractions are the numerous
stone sculptures that have been gathered together and beautifully
displayed around the grounds. -

Spencer Clark has spent over 40 vears of effort in securing,
transporting and saving important parts of about 60 buildings .
around Toronto, many of which were Toronto's finest landmarks in
former years and the works of the city's greatest architects and
artists. Stonemasons are no longer trained; stone quarries are
now almost all things of the past; styles in architecture have
changed; costs are prohibitive: the result is that stone sculptures
like those that Spencer Clark has managed to save, preserve and
display are quite unique. And he has done all this service to
the history of the arts and crafts at his own exXpense.,

The booklet referred to above describes more than 50 sculptures
giving their sources and their histories. We cannot begin to list
all of them in this article but are mentioning a few. 1In the map
of the Inn and its grounds below, the locations of the sculptures
and the buildings, etc. are shown.

Sculptures 5A through 5J on the map are 12 bas-relief panels
carved by 6 of Canada's foremost sculptors with Walter Allward
(Creator of Canada's Vimy Memorial) as consultant. Each of the
following sculptors carved two human panels symbolizing the -
Provinces and Territories: : ;

EMMANUEL HAHN FLORENCE WYLIE

ELIZABETH WYN WOOD DONALD STEWART
FRANCES LORING JACOBINE JONES.

The twelve panels were made for the Bank of Montreal Building
completed in 1948 at King and Bay Streets, Toronto, which was
demolished in the mid-70's. The site is now occupied since 1979
by the same bank as part of the First Canadian Place.

Exhibits 6 and 6A on the map are seven carved keystones from
the first major building in Toronto commissioned by the Federal
Government, the Toronto General Post Office, which was the finest
and most important building designed by Henry Langley. It was
built in 1873 at 36 Adelaide St. and was demolished in 1960 to
make way for the Mackenzie Building now occupied by Revenue Canada
(our tax collectors). Although the keystones are carved relief,
the heads on them are so deeply carved that they are almost in-
the-round.

These stone ‘architectural carvings are all mounted outside
in suitable locations around the spacious grounds of the Inn.
Inside the Inn is a collection of nine bronze sculptures made by
internationally known Sorel Etrog from 1960 to 1969 in his studio
in Toronto. Five other bronzes by him are set up outside in the
gardens.
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In 1978, The Guild Inn with 60 acres of gardens, lawns,
trees and sculptures was sold to the Metropolitan Toronto and
Region Conservation Authority, acting for the Provincial Govern-
ment and for Metropolitan Toronto. For five years ending in
1983, Spencer Clark is continuing to operate the Inn, without
fee or salary and with all earnings from the Inn being applied to
improvements and enrichments in the art and historic collections.
The Metropolitan Parks Department is now responsible for the care
of the parkland surrounding the Inn.

After more than 40 vears of effort in putting this collection
together, it is the sincere hope of Spencer Clark that it will be
maintained intact permanently by the Conservation Authority or
the Provincial' Government. However, at this time plans beyond
1983 are still vague. '
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WOOD CARVING CLASSES

Two former students of Warren Van Every, a member of OWCA
who teaches wood carving at several locations in Scarborough,
are now teaching, as follows:

(a) Walter Grace, one of our members, is teaching wood
carving at Wexford Collegiate Institute at 1176
Pharmacy Ave. north of Lawrence Ave. in Scarborough.
The course consists of 20 Tuesday evenings, 10 before
Christmas and 10 after and the cost for 1980-1981 was
$20.00. The class is under the direction of the
Scarborough Board of Education, 140 Borough Drive,
Scarborough, Ontario, MIP 4N6, 416-438-7111.

(b) John Cowan, also a member of OWCA, is teaching wood
carving for beginners at Cedarbrook Community Centre,
91 Edgepark, which runs west from Markham Road, south
of Lawrence Ave., in Scarborough. This course also
consists of 20 evenings (Wednesday), 10 before Christmas
and 10 after and the cost for 1980-1981 is $30.00 for
the full 20 or $15.00 for 10. At present there are a
few openings for additional students. Contact John
Cowan, 28 Coppin Road, Scarborough, Ontario, M1G 378,
416-439-7536. .

If you wigh to contact Warren Van Every, his address and
telephone number are as follows: 12 Janray Drive, Scarborough,
Ontario, M1G 1Y1l, 416-439-0826. We don't have details of all his
various classes at this time but we know he is a very busy teacher
of wood carving and painting at Cedar Ridge Studio Gallery,

225 Confederation Drive, Scarborough, Ontario, M1G 1B2,
416-431-6399 or 416-431-6699, and at several other locations in
Scarborough.

WOOD CARVING ORGANIZATIONS IN ONTARIO

In our November Newsletter, we mentioned two other wood
carving organization which are now quite active in the Province
outside the Metropolitan Toronto area. This is a development that
we are pleased to see take place. The addresses of these two
organizations are as follows: 4

(1) Niagara Wood Carvers Association,
c/o Mr. Tom Grice, Secretary,
6873 Cooper Drive,

Niagara Falls, Ontario, L2G 3H9

(2) Barrie Wood CArvers,
c/o Mr. Russell D. Stevenson, Secretary-Treasurer,
Apt. 202,
108 Edgehill Drive,
Barrie, Ontario L4N 5A3
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Alex Hogg, a keen member of OWCA who drives in from Warkworth
every month for our meetings, would like to see a wood carving
organization get started in his part of the Province. If you
are interested get in touch with him. You will find his address
on the enclosed list of members.

One very important reason for preparing and distributing the
enclosed list of members is to give all our members the means of
getting in touch with other carvers in their part of the Province.
It is our hope that gradually "carvers-getting—-to-know-carvers"
will lead to the development of many local groups around the
Province.

Although the OWCA has developed into a sizable group, it
must be recalled that it started with only a very small group:
just 12 carvers. Its not necessary and probkably not advisable
to wait until a big group can be put together before a start is
made.

ONTARIO WOODWORKERS ASSOCIATION (OWA)

The OWA, which is designed for members interested in a wide
range of woodworking, will be holding a meeting on February 15,
1981, at 2:00 p.m. at Paul Epp's studio, 358 Eagle Street North,
Cambridge, Ontario (same location as A & M Wood Specialty).

The programme will be a demonstration of woodturning by
Bert Thompson who has recenly retired after 50 years as a specialty
woodturner.

‘Membership in OWA is $20.00 per year. The Membership
Secretary is Kathy Cherney, 134 Cornell St., Cambridge, Ontario
B3H 1K4. Paul Epp referred to above is Chairman, Executive
Committee.

The OWA was formed in September, 1979, and has grown nicely
since that time. It distributes a newsletter entitled "TOUCH
WOOD", which we receive regularly. The OWCA and the OWA are each
separate and unrelated non-profit associations. Most of the
members of the OWA are persons working with wood other than
carving, although woodcarvers can be members of the OWA.

DAVID HARMON

David is a member of OWCA who lives in Michigan. He is planning
to open a shop this Spring to sell all types of wood carvings. He
would like to hear fromhanv-of our members who would like to send
carvings to him for selling. For more information (particularly
with regard to shipping across the border), contact him at Box
492, Elkton, Michigan, 48731.
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"FINE WOODWORKING" MAGAZINE

From the first issue in the Winter of 1975 through to the
latest issue January/February 1981 (No. 26), this magazine has
contained articles of outstanding quality. Tts contents cover the
whole range of woodworking, including wood carving to some extent.
The pictures and the advertisements are also interesting.

Of particular interest to woodcarvers, Issue No. 26 contains
an article entitled "Notes on Clear Finishes" in which the author
Oscar MacQuiddy discusses why he uses Watco, Minwax and Deft.
Although Mr. MacQuiddy is primarily concerned with the restoration
and refinishing of antique furniture, his comments are useful to
wood carvers.

Two other articles in Issue No. 26 are "Abnormal Wodd" which
discusses dealing with knots and reaction woods, and "Making It
Big", which discusses the constructing and carving of large wood
scultpures (large being 20 and 30 feet in height).

Some back issues (which are just as good now as when issued)
are available for U.S. $3.00 each. In"addition, .the publisher has
republished many articles from back issues in two hardcover books,
"Techniques 1" and "Technique II", which may be purchased for
U.S5.815.00 each.

The magazine is published 6 times per year by The Taunton

Press, Inc., Newtown, Connecticut, 06470, 203-426-8171.
Subscription price in Canada is U.S, $16.00 per year.

NATIONAL CARVERS REVIEW

This magazine which is published 4 times a year is devoted
mostly to wood carving, although it does contain some articles
in regard to other tvpes of wood working. It generally contains
several drawings and diagrams to help carvers design pieces.
Step-by-step instructions are frequently included.

The cost is U.S. $8.00 per year for a Canadian subscription.

The publisher is National Carvers Review, Drawer 693, Chicago,
Illinois, 60642, 312-425-1067.

WOOD SUPPLIERS

We have received two pieces of literature from wood suppliers,
primarily for use with the catalogue that we have in mind putting
together. However, in the meantime we will list the following
suppliers of wood:

(1) A & M WOOD SPECIALTY, 358 EAGLE STREET NORTH, CAMBRIDGE,
ONTARIO, N3H 4S6, 519-653-9322. This firm has a wide
range of domestic hardwoods and dcmestic softwoods (in
thicknesses in some cases up to 4") and also a wide
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range of foreign hardwoods. A pricelist may be secured
on request.

(2) EXOTIC WOODS, 2483 INDUSTRIAL ST., BURLINGTON, ONTARIO,
L7P 1A6, 416-335-8066. This firm in addition to boards
of dozens of hardwoods and softwoods from around the
world has carving blocks and burls. Also, it is agent
for carvingtools, woodworking tools and Watco finishes.
John Hordyk, Manager, a member of OWCA, states that a
discount is offered to our members.

QUESTION AND ANSWER SERVICE

We are going to try an experiment for our out-of-town members
particularly. If you have a question that you think we can answer,
please write to the Newsletter Editor, Norman Tarver, 192 Neville
Park Blvd., Toronto, Ontario, M4E 3P8. We'll try to answer your
question or find someone who can do so. (But please stick to
wood carving problems: we are not going to compete with Ann Landers!')

FUTURE MEETINGS

s 3

Future meetings for 1980-1981 association year will be held
on the third Monday of each month. In other words, the dates will
be as follows:

March 16 April 20 © May 18 June 15.



