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AUSTRALIAN BOOMERANG-

As everyone knows, the boomerang originated in Australia, probably thousands of years
ago. It was apparently invented accidentally by the Aboricines as a hunting tool or as a
weapon (or both). Even though it was invented and used by so-called stone-age natives, it
was and is nevertheless based on true scientific rules of aerodynamics. That is to say,
in order for a boomerang to perform in the desired fashion, each of its "wings" has to
be properly shaped according to the same principles of flight that permit today's air-
planes to fly.

Our first experience of the flight of a boomerang occurred here in Toronto. Years
ago we took our son to a large children's party at Massey Hall one Saturday. The place
was jammed to the roof with children and parents. One of the entertainers (presumably
from Australia) threw a boomerang out over the crowded main floor. It sailed in a
beautiful circle out to the balcony and back to the stage, so accurately that all the
entertainer had tec do was simply catch it without even moving a step. The kids were
amazed and loved it. So were we and we've never forgotten the event.

Recently we ran across an article describing how to construct a boomerang and how to
throw it. Constructing it is really done by carefully carving the correct curves on the
two "wings". If anyone wants to make a boomerang, we'll be happy to send a Xerox copy of
the article. Please send a cheque for $2.00 to the Editor of the Newsletter to cover
the costs. Later we would appreciate a note regarding your success in making and flying
a boomerang. But be sure you do your throwing where there is lots of space and very few
people.

By the way, did you read about the Aborigine who made himself a new boomerang and
decided to throw away his old one. He couldn't get rid of the old one. It kept coming
back to him no matter how hard and far he threw it.



