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WOOD CARVING IN THE UNITED KINGDOM

Judging by news in recent issues of Chip Chats Magazine, Wood Carving Clubs are very rare in the United
Kingdom. However, there are at least two.

In the January/ February issue (P.25) an article describes how the publicity resulting from a visit in 1978
of a group of wood carvers from the United States ( led by Ed Gallenstein, Editor of Chip Chats )
aroused enough interest among wood carvers in Nottinghamshire that the " West Notts Society of
Woodcarvers" was formed in 1980. This club meets periodically in the West Notts College of Further
Education. The late John Matthews, a talented teacher, author and craftsman, who greatly assisted the
CNE in organizing it’s first International Canadian Wood Carving Exhibition in 1977 was a resident of
Nottinghamshire. KEN TOWNSLEY is Chairman and ARNOLD SWIFT is Publicity Officer of the
Society.

In the March /April 1988 issue (P.64), a short article mentions that the "Solent Guild of Woodcarvers and
Sculptors" celebrated its Tenth Anniversary in May, 1988. This Guild meets monthly in the hall of All
Saints Church in Portsmouth and attends local functions such as craft shows and garden fetes, exhibiting
and demonstrating. Dr. Derek R. Duff is Chairman of the Guild.

If you visit the U.K.,you may wish to contact either or both of these organizations.

The woodcarving toolmaker, Ashley Isles of Sheffield, apparently sponsors a woodcarving competition in
Lincoln each year so perhaps he could be of assistance in contacting these clubs and others (if any).We
would like to secure proper addresses for any clubs in the U.K.

BEST OF SHOW - CNE 1988 - "PRIME TIME" BY JOE DAMPF

Ontario Wood Carvers Association October 1988





















