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Next Meeting
May 25, 1992 at 7:30pm

Thisisour last meeting for a while so let's make the most of
it, with a large turn out.

Lotsof things will be going on, not the least of which will be
an In-House Competition. So bring your carvingsandlet us
all admire them, even if you don't win a ribbon we will all
enjoy seeing them.

Future Meetings

The next meeting will be in September probably the 21st.
However the September issue of the Ontario Woodcarver will
give you complete details of the fall dates.

Whers We Mest

Our now mesting jocation is the Jessse Lajois School,
which is a2 the sonthern ead of Carsiorth Rosd iz Doa
Mille. Carndiorth rems sosth from Laswreaos Avesng Esm,
oms block west of Victoria Park. We mest in the large
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Annual General Meeting

May 25, 1992

The final meeting of the year, on Monday, May 25, 1992, is
our Annual General Meeting. The Directors are to be
elected by the membership, the audited statement is to be
presented and approved.

Following the business session, we will have an In-House
Competition and awards to recognize members who have
made a significant contribution to OWCA.

Nominations for the Board

Dave Eadie, past president is chairman of the nominating
committee, reports that the current executive members
have agreed to let their names stand for election. The
names and positions of the current executive are: Jim
Williams (President & Membership Convenor), Dave Eadie
(Past President), Heinz Nepaszing (Vice President), Annie
Horbal (Secretary), John Ball (Treasurer), Chris Parkes
(Director of Communications), Ron Stuart (Director of
Programs), Howard Greenaway (Director of Shows), Hugh
Thomson, Gordon Meinecke & Lorraine Terene (Direc-
tors at Large). All of the current executive members have
been in office for one year or less and it was considered by
the Board that it is in the best interest of continuity and
future planning that we maintain the present executive for
the coming year.

According to our present consitution we must present the
n omination list prior to the AGM. Nominations are not
accepted “from the floor” at the meeting.

Jim Williams
President

Cover

“Days End” isone of Fred Cogelow's famouscarvings. This
photograph was taken when he won the second Best of
Show with it at the 1986 C.N.E. Show.

Not only is it nice 1o see again but it gives me a chance 1o
remind you of his excellent book “Sewdptor in Weod”, The
book contains many pictures of his fantastic carvings and
hiscommentson each one are both interesting and humor-
ous. Better still, as Phil Anderer points out on page 147 it
is written in English and not Cogelese!

The book may be obtained from Heart Prairie Press,
P.0.Box 332 Whitewater, WI 53190 (414) 473-5595. Cost
$24.95US plus postage.

Harbour Riot

A special report by Loo Flirpa

It was reported last month that a large crowd of frantic
wood carversgatheredatthe harbour demandingbasswood.
Nobody knows how it got started but it seems there was a
rumour that a boat load was to arrive on the 1st of April.
Order was eventually restored when bags of wood chips
were distributed amongst the carvers.

On-The-Road

Jim Sprankle the famous bird carver and teacher is really
getting around this year. He will be giving seminars in
Maryland, Florida, Virginia, Washington, Ontario, Eng-
land and Nova Scotia.

He started his travels in January and will finish up in
November, so it really is a busy year for Jim. Unfortunately
his Ontario visit was on April 4 & 5, however if you are
interested in catching up with him contact:

Greenwing Enterprises, 221 Gunners Rest Lane, Chester,
Maryland 21619 (410) 643-3717.

Joe Chapman

Agood friend, Joe Chapman, diedon Aprill, 1992. He will
be greatly missed by all at OWCA and it will be sad not to
see him at the many shows he and Peachy always attended.



Know Your Executive

Lorraine
Terene

Director at Large

There are three directors in this category and their job is
simply to advise and help the Executive Comittee.

Lorraine has been carving for six years and is interested in
all types of wood carving and wood burning. She has won
ribbons at the International Show and the OWCA In-
House Competitions. Contact Lorraine at (416) 494-6127.

Hugh
Thomson

Director at Large

Hugh is very busy at his work but still finds time to attend
executive meetings where his ideas and suggestions are a
great asset to the executive. He is also there when people
are needed to display at shows during the year, and what a
display of fine carvings he puts on. Hugh was also there
when someone was required to run Kids Korner at the
Hobby Show last year and we all know how successful that
was. If you need Hugh you can call him at (416) 421-4231.

Gordon
Meinecke

Director at Large

Gordon has been with OWCA since 1982 and has been
fortunate enough to have had carving instruction from the
Swiss Carving School in Brienz as well as Joe Dampf and
others. His enthusiasm has blossomed out into the forma-
tion of a business known as T.O.W. where he sells a large
variety of carving tools. He can be seen at many shows and
fairs and has displayed chisels etc. at OWCA meetings.
You can contact him at (416) 731-7590.

Dave
Eadie

Past President

This position allows a new executive to benefit from the
advice and experience of the past executive.

Most people seem to know Dave Eadie which is a little
strange as he is moving so fast it is difficult if not impossible
to keep up with him. I am not sure how long he hasbeen a
member at OWCA but in the comparatively short time that
he has, look at what he has been involved in: lecturer at
OWCA meeting, assistant at many OWCA shows, displayed
at many other shows, OWCA recording secretary, Pro-
grams Director, Vice President, President, Newsletter
Editor

There are many others, I would have asked him but at the
time of writing he was in the North West Territories, after
just returning from Mexico.

That is our executive and how lucky OWCA is to have them. Remember if you have any suggestions that would help
4 OWCA to be an even better club contact any one of the executive and they will be happy to discuss it with you.



The 100th Issue

Unfortunately, due to illness in the family Norm Tarver
(OWCA #1) could not get his article on the origin of the
OWCA to us in time. However, we are very interested in
reading about it, so better late than never, here is how it all
started for OWCA.

The Origin of OWCA

By Norm Tarver

Although OWCA officially began on March 22, 1978, it
could be said that such event was just an inevitable result of
several preceding circumstances.

For several years Frank Tittmann and his predecessor
Dora de Pedery-Hunt had been conducting wood carving
classes at Northern Secondary School in Toronto. Also,
Nick Kortt and Warren Van Every had been teaching at
other centres. Many students had learned to carve in wood
at their excellent classes.

In anticipation of my retirement, I was fortunate to have
the opportinity to participate in Frank's classes for a few
years prior to 1978. About that time, during a combined
businessand vacation trip, my wife and I happened to learn
about and to visit a wood carving show in Indiana. While

talking to a carverdemonstrating there,Ilearned about the.

National Wood Carving Association (NWCA). On return-
ing home, I joined the NWCA and started to receive Chip
Chats magazine.

In 1977, Ross Farr, Agricultural Manager for the Canadian
National Exhibition (CNE), with considerable assistance
from Edward E. Gallenstein, President of NWCA and
Editor of Chip Chats, organized the first International
Wood Carving Exhibition at the CNE. The NWCA had a
booth there which was manned by Ed Gallenstein.

When [ visited that wood carving exhibition, I was pleased
to meet and talk with Ed at his booth. Apparently I made
the comment to him that perhaps we should form a wood
carvingclub in Ontairo.I must have given him my name and
address because to my surprise I found anitem in the next
issue of Chip Chats to the effect that I was interested in
forming a club in Ontario.

Asa result of the item in Chip Chats, | started to get letters
and telephone calls. Not knowing how to proceed, I wrote
Ed in December, 1977, requesting help and advice on
starting a club. Within a few days, he sent me a lengthy and
helpful reply. So I took the plunge and invited a groupofa
dozen carvers to a meeting at my home.

Al that meeting on March 22, 1978, the group decided to
form a club and established a steering committee to take
the necessary steps to create an active association. On
April 5, 1978, a meeting of the steering comittee approved
the name of the OWCA, discussed the contents of a pro-
posed constitution, elected officers and set a membership
fee of $5.00 per year.

So from Frank Titimann's class, the wood carving show in
Indiana, the exhibition at the C.N.E,, a conversation with
Ed Gallenstein and a casual comment, the OWCA devel-
oped in due course.

On April 17, 1978, the officers of OWCA were invited by
Ross Farr to meet with him at the headquarters of the
C.N.E. Also present were Paul Burdette, representing
decoy carvers, and John Matthews, an author and wood
sculptor from England, who was assisting Ross in organiz-
ing the 1978 wood carving exhibition at the C.N.E,

After several more executive meetings, an open meeting
was held on June 23, 1978, to which a lengthy list of Ontario
carvers were invited. This meeting was held at the C.N.E.
headquarters under the auspices of Ross Farr. About 70
carvers attended and over 30 of them immediately became
members in addition to 10 that had previously joined.

At the 1978 wood carving exhibition at the C.N.E., several
of our members assisted in the unpacking, arranging and
repacking of carvings. Ruth Badzo and Warren Van Every
demonstrated carving. Frank Tittmann was one of the
judges. Thirty-three of our members won ribbons.

The first regular meeting of the members was held on
October 14, 1978, in Eglinton School at the corner of
Eglinton and Mount Pleasant Avenues. By then, the mem-
bership had grown to 126. The program included a talk
about wood carving tools by a representative from the
company thatimported and distributed Henry Taylor tools.
We met at that school for one year and then moved to the
Bob Rumball Centre for the Deaf.

The OWCA owes a great dealto Ross Farr and the C.N.E.
We were closely related with the International Wood Carv-
ing Exhibitionsyearly until 1989 when sadly thatexhibition
was discontinued. However, the series of good members
who have assumed executive offices over the years has
ensured the continualgrowth of our association. Our mem-
bership has grown to about 500 today. And many of our
members, following the examples set by Frank, Nick and
Van have become teachers of our art and craft of wood
carving.



Ontario Carvers

If you enter your carvings in competitions often you will
soon be familiar with the name Mike Savage. For when he
is competing you will nearly always hear his name called
when the ribbons are handed out.

About 15 years ago Mike decided he would like to try wood
carving and eventually joined a carving class. He had never
tried carving before and as this class was designed to do
everything step by step it seemed just right for him. How-
ever, it turned out that the carving was only to be done
during class. Mike was much too anxious to keep carving
and could not wait for the next class and began carving at
home. The following week he took his work in to show the
teacher who angrily said that he did not believe that Mike
had never carved before and promptly ignored him for the
rest of the course.

Mike continued working at home and soon produced three
carvings to his liking. He boldly entered them in that year's
C.N.E. Competition winning a ribbon for each of them.

Today Mike has two cabinets and several boxes, crammed
with ribbons, prizes and plaques won at shows in Ontario
and the U.S.A.

Needlessto say he taught himself how to carve and hasbeen
teaching others for the past 9 years. Although he has done
relief carving and a little wood burning he much prefers
carving in the round. After carving so many subjects how-
ever, he admits it is getting a little difficult to come up with

new projects, but would still rather be inspired by an idea
than carve something to order.

One of his favorite projects is to carve busts either of
people he knows or a famous person. The magnificent bust
of his Father shown on our cover in the April issue, and also
the one of President Kennedy in the March issue are two
examples of his work.

Whilst carving the one of President Kennedy, he felt a little
unsure of himself and worried about the features not being




exactly right. However, his mind was soon put at ease when
avisiting friend unaware of Mike's new project walked into
his workshop and saw the back of the head from some
distance away and exclaimed “Oh, I see you are doing
Kennedy!”

Mike makes many of his own tools and laminates his own
carving blocks. Sometimes things don't always work out
right though, take the block for the Bull Fighter seen here.
Mike found to his dismay that one of the laminated slabs
contained two 3" spiral nails and some wire completely
buried within its surfaces. There had been no indication of
their existence when he selected the piece of wood and
unfortunately only found them when he started carving. As
you can see however thiswas only a minor set back and the
final result was this wonderful carving.

I noticed piles of carving blocks as I left his workshop and
it was obvious that he is getting ready to enter his work in
the competitions coming up. So if you too are about to
enter, look out for Mike Savage he will be a tough carver to
beat.

Carving Sea Shells

“Erasmus had a collection of shells. So had Leonardo da
Vinci, Albrecht Durer and the potter Bernard Palissy, each
of whom, in his own way, utilised shells in his art, da Vinci
and Durer by drawing and studying spirals and curves,
Palissy by modellingwhole shells and incorporatingthemin
his ceramic wares.”

From The World's Shells by S. Peter Dance.

These four famous men of the sixteenth century all
enjoyed their sea-shell collections and, as noted, three of
them used shells in their works. Leonardo da Vinci, a
versatile gemius, was a painter, sculptor, architect,
musician, and scientist. Albrecht Durer,anengraverand
artist, was famous for his wood-cuts, copper plates and
paintings. The pottery produced by Bernard Palissy was
very popular in France and elsewhere.

Peter Dance's book tells us that our ancestors collected
shells, for various purposes, long before recorded history
-- more than 30,000 years ago. The Minoan culture in
Crete produced some of the earliest illustrations of shells
and artifacts modelled from them.

In an article in Ontario Woodcarver (Jan 1991), Bernie
Iles described an attractive wood carving he made that
depicted a sea-shell, and in the May 1991 edition, Barbara
Handley described her carved shell collection. A carved
sea-shell can be given a natural finish, aswas Bernie's, or
it can be finished with coloursto depict the shellinitsreal
colours.

Not only do sea-shells have beautiful shapes but many of
them have attractive colours. Any carver who has
produced birdswith realisticfinish should be anexcellent
candidate to be a carver of realistic sea-shells.

A very good book that illustrates more than 1000 sea-
shells in full colour is The Hamlyn Guide to Shells of the
World written by A.P.H. Oliver and illustrated by James
Nicholls. The public library number is 5§94.047 OLL

If you want to collect and use real shells as models for
carving, this book will help to identify your shells and
provide much information about them.




SHOW SHOTS

Hugh Thompson at the

Harbourfront Show
Paul Cottle at the

Kitchener Show

Joe Dampf at the

Niagara Falls Show
Bob Banbury at the

Niagara Falls Show



The Niagara Falls Show

There was a wonderful display of first class carvings to be
seen at the 13th Annual Wood Carving Competition. Here
are a few shots of some of the display tables.

The Peachy Report

Howard Greenaway did it once again, he managed to get a
goodvariety of carversto attend OWCA's firstinvitation to
Harbourfront to show/demonstrate their talents.

The weather was terrible but I am sure the visitors (and
there were many) who braved it and came to Harbourfront
discovered that wood does not always have to go into the
fireplace.

There were many demonstrators showing the different
ways that wood can warm a person up ie. wood turning,
marquetry, whittling, carving and a number of other ways
that the visitors seemed to enjoy.

I for one who is just a little involved in the carving aspects
hope that we will be invited to attend Harbourfront again.

Peachy Chapman

ARRRRR.....

Our apologies to Lorraine Terene whose name came out
Loraine Terrene in the list of carversat the Audubon Plates
and Bird Carving Show, mentioned in last month's issue.
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#2

Woodcarving classes are going on all over Toronto and
its suburbs and my next call was in Richmond Hill where
I visited Chris Parkes and her carving class.

Classic Club Classes

Once again the atmosphere was more like a club where
everyone seemed to be having a good time. All were
working away at their particular masterpiece but still
able to laugh at jokes and wisecracks made about their
carving efforts.

Chris has been teaching for 3 years now and some of her
students, like Ruth Badzo's come back year after year.
Those students who have never carved before are given
a simple relief to try, but as they find the type of carving
that most interests them, they select their own projects
with Chris helping and advising as they progress.

For ten years now Chris has been producing wonderful
carvings and has won prizes at many shows. However
since she is busy raising a family and with classes to
attendto,she siezesanyopportunity to carve that presents
itself. She tell of the time she was on holiday in Portugal,
where her husband is from, and decided to do some
carving whilst sunning herself on one of the many sea
side beachesthere. Eventually she wasnoticed by several
local people and they began to stand and watch her as she
carved away.

As Chrisisable to speak some Portuguese she told them
a little about wood carving and they became interested.
Soon some of them found wood and tools and began to

Everyone is busy in Chris’s class but they still have time for
a joke and a laugh

7 =

An attentive group watches as Chris Parks demonstrates.

try wood carving. Before too long 20 students were
gathered around her on the beach happily carving away.

As T started to leave the class I noticed Howard
Greenaway, blissfully carving away in one corner of the
classroom. What could he be doing here I thought, he
teaches wood carving himself, so why be in a class when
you are not teaching. The answer is obvious, of course,
these are not classes at all, they are clubs that you can go
to and relax with your friends and enjoy a hobby you love
to do.

Howard Greenaway quietly relaxes in Chris's class, enjoying
his favourite hobby



Recently Published Bird Books
by Norm Tarver

Three recently published books should be of interest to
bird carvers and others that like pictures of birds.

Ducks, which is described as “an in-depth look at the
fascinating world of ducks", contains excellent full-colour
photographs of more than 125 ducks from around the
world, including all the well-known ones. The author is
Scott Weidensual, of Pennsylvania, who writes newspaper
articles and is a photographer and wild-life artist.
Interesting notes are included about each duck. This book
was published by Portland House and distributed by Crown
Publishers Inc. of New York. The library index number is
598.41 WEL

Game Birds,contains full-colour photographsof more than
70 birds from around the world, including Quail, Grouse,
Partridge, Woodcock, Doves and many others. The author
is John P.S.MacKenzie, of Toronto, formerly Chairmanof
the Nature Conservancy of Canada and a member of the
Executive Committee of the Canadian Audubon Society.
He has travelled extensively around the world and has
been the author of several other books about birds. This
book was publisher by Key Porter Books Limited of To-
ronto. The library index number is 598.61 MAC.

Wading Birds contains 120 full-colour photographs of wad-
ing birds from around the world. This book, which was also
authored by John P.S. MacKenzie and published by Key
Porter Books Limited, bears library index number 598.34
MACK. Ontario is the habitat of only a few wading birds.

IT IS THE LATEST THING
FOR DRYING WOOD

Woodshop News Review

Joe Dampf has brought to our attention several articles in
Woodshop News that may interest you.

January Issue

In the Woodshop Tips section there was a very simple but
effective method of building a dust filtration system. Place
an old furnace blower into a wooden box, cut an inlet
opening and cover it with two furnace filters cut the outlet
opening to suit the blower, hang the box from the ceiling
and you now have an effective dust filtering system.

February Issue

Eugene Sexton of Jones Cove, Tenn, says that he has
developed a new drying process for lumber. The results of
his process are amazing since he can dry whole logs and
boardswith no checking, cupping or discolouration. He has
not released his process yet and experts are stillat a loss as
to how he does it, as they say he is not using any of the
known methods.

March Issue

Mask carver Tim Steffa was born in Iowa but lives in
Finland with his Finnish wife Lisa. He makes 15 to 20 masks
ayear and has become so expert at carving them that at his
first show at Helsinki's Galleria 25 there were more visitors
than the gallery had ever had before. Steffa starts the
carving off in green wood carving a little at a time through
the year allowing the wood to dry slowly between carving.

Ifyouwould like toread these and otherinteresting articles
contact Woodshop News, 35 Pratt Street, Essex, CT 06426
1 (800) 341-1522.

Abstract

Many thanksto Tony Cook for pointing out in hisexcellent
article “The Archer Controversy” in our April issue, that the
Archer was indeed paid for in private not public funds.

Of course the main reason for writing my article was to
encourage all those wood carvers who have not done an
abstract carving yet, to try one and see if they like it,asIdid.

In any event I had no wish that Tony would suffer from
"apoplectic comments" (sounds painful) and as for me it's
abstracts from now on and no moore Whoops!



Carving Events 1992

June 7 Richmond, B.C.

Richmond Carvers Society Show, Stevenson Communtity
Centre. Contact: Mike Sykes, P.O.Box 36507 Seafair Post

Office, Richmond, B.C. V7C 5M4, (604) 279-8441.

June 20 & 21 Jorden, ON

Niagara Woodcarvers Associations 4th Annual Wood-
carvers Weekend Show and Sale. Balls Falls Historical
Park. Contact: Bob Nadeau (416) 835-1321.

June 27, 28 & 29 Cobourg, ON
The Coburg Waterfront Festival 500 Division Street, Mid-
town Mall, Coburg, ON K9A 383 (416) 373-4959.

August 7 to 9 Durham, ON
The Durham Wood Show. Contact: Box 920, Durham,
ON NOG 1R0.

September 11 to 20 London, ON

Western Fair Woodcarving Competition. Contact:
Western Fair Association, Box 4550, Station D,
London, ON N5W 5K3.

September 19 & 20 St. George, ON

St. George Wood Carving Competition. St. George Com-
munity Memorial Hall. Contact: Ken Hussey (519)753-3839

October 2 and 3 Ilderton, ON

Ilderton Fair Woodcarving Competition, Ilderton Fair
Grounds. Contact: Jim Scott (519) 659-9446.

October 2,3 & 4 Woodstock, ON
Woodstock Wood Show. Woodstock Fairgrounds. Contact:
Joe Daniel (519) 423-6722.

October 16, 17 & 18 Pickering, ON

Pickering Wood Show. Metro East Trade Centre, Pickering,
ON. Contact: John Cryderman or Dave Hewitson (519) 351-
8344,

October 24-25 Toronto, ON

The OWCA Black Creek Carving Show. Black Creek Pio-
neer Village, Toronto. Contact: Peter Jones (416) 277-0945.

November 12-15 Calgary, Alberta

ArtMarket, 6th Annual Art & Craft Sale. Calgary Conven-
tion Centre. Contact: Marlene Loney (403) 762-2345.

November 13, 14 &15 Brantford, ON

The Brantford Woodshow. Brantford and District Civic
Centre. Contact: Paul Fulcher (519) 449-2444.

Cergmsd

HAVE A GOOD SUMMER

Well thats it for a while, I hope you managed to find some interesting pages and a picture or two that caught your eye.
The Ontario Woodcarver will be back in September, but remember to send in any articles, announcements, information,
cartoons,comments or complaints. This newsletter isonly asgood as the interest and participation that OWCA members

put into it.
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