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Next Meeting
September 21, 1992 at 7:30 pm

We are starting the 1992-1993 season with anotherof our
very popular In-House Competitions. So bringyour carv-
ings and let usall enjoy them you may even go home with
a ribbon.

Future Meetings

October 19, 1992
November 16, 1992
Deccember 14, 1992

New Location for General Meetings
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Where We Meet
General Mcetings are held at the York Mills Collegiate

Institute 490 York Mills Road which is located midway
between Bayview and Leslie.

Note:Itislocatedright nextdoorto the Ecole Secondaire
Etienne Brule where we used to meet.

It can be reached via TTC [rom the York Mills Station
and there is plenty of free parking.
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Editorial

Here we go again.

Yes, we are off to another season of entertaining club
meelings, exciting carvingcompetitions, interesting talks,
and with a little bit of luck informative newsletters.

Our program director Ron Stuart, has come up with a
greatlistof events for the next few monthsand I know we
are all looking forward to seeing them.

Don't forget 1o enter your carvings into the in-house
competitionsand of course bring your latest masterpiece
along any time.

Once again I would ask you all to send any carving news
about yourself or others to me: Bernie lles, Box 522,
Nobleton, Ontario LOG INO.Ifyou think you could write
an article on wood carving or a related subject, please
don't hesitate, do it now, we all want to hear from you.

Even if you just have some comments to make about
carving, the club, or the newsletter, that’s fine send them
in right away before you forget.

We are all waiting to hear from you, remember this is
your newsletter.

Bernie

Cover

This beautiful Chipcarving by Timothy Montzka of Chi-
cago City Minnesota is shown here by permission ol Bob
Mischka of Heart Prairie Press.

Hopefully even if you are not a chipcarver it will at least
spur you on to start chipping at your own prize winner.

A New Woodcarving Magazine

This Fall the Guild of Master Craftsman Publications
Ltd. will start to publish its new magazine “Woodcarving”
Many well known carvers will be featured, and included
will be our own Joe Dampf. We look forward to seeing
thisnew magazine and if yourinterested ingetting a copy
write to - Guild of Master Craftsman Publications Ltd., 166
High Street, Lewes, East Sussex BN7 1XU England or
call (0273) 477374.

Membership Report

New Members WELCOME
1192 Vicky Everton Thornhill, ON
1193 Ronald J. Arsenault Scarborough, ON
1194 David W. Fear Toronto, ON
1195 Jim Derbyshire Willowdale, ON
1196 George A. Trusler Toronto, ON
1197 Senior Wood Chippers  Branchton, ON
1198 Fred Martin Sutton West, ON
1199 Ted Yelle Toronto, ON
1200 Sandra Hellard Toronto, ON
1201 Christopher McKaskell ~ Toronto, ON
1202 C.E. Ted Church Cambridge, ON
1203 Douglas G. Boxall Scarborough, ON
1204 Henry Thibault Scarborough, ON
1205 John H. Groom Etovicoke, ON
1206 Bob Cardwell Scarborough, ON
1207 Ron Christianson Whitby, ON
1208 Robert Sonley Whitby, ON
1209 George Evans Scarborough, ON
1210 Fred E. Carty Toronto, ON
1211 Roderick J. Deon North York, ON
1212 Tom Siegrist Uxbridge, ON
1213 Keith Davidson Uxbridge, ON

Decoy

During hisholiday'sin the U.S.A.Russ Sutherland along
time member of OWCA and well known for his carvings
of old boots, came across a supplier that may be of
interest to you.

Whilst thissupplier specializesin decoy'sit maywell have
other items of interest to all carvers, anyway Russ was
very impressed and hasgiven usthe followinginfomation
on it.

Stoney Point Decoys, 6301 Lankford Hwy, P.O.Box 220,
Oak Hall, VA, 23416-0220. 1 (800) 826-5883.

Man of the Month

Howard Greenaway our Shows Director was featured in
the May issue of the Community Magazine, Thornhill
Month. It was an interesting and informative article on
Howard and we congratulate him on being selected.

If you or your carvings are mentioned in magazines etc.
or if you know of any other OWCA member who has, let
us know about it and we will put it in the newsletter.



Awards Night

Atthe last meeting in May we took a few minutes to show
our appreciation to some of the many OWCA members
who have done an outstanding job helping to run the
club.

This year all past presidents were honoured by receiving
an OWCA certificate of appreciation. These were
presented by Jim Williams our current president along
with a new lapel pin showing the OWCA logo.
Unfortunately not all past presidents could attend but
cight did manage to be there.

OWCA awards of merit were also presented to Bruce
Mackenzie and Tony Cook.

Bruce was our president for nearly three years and has
been involved in many club projects, such as the Coat of
Armsfor the Parliament Buildings and the Policeman for
the C.N.E. He has also taken a keen interest in raising
funds for International Carving Competitions and it was
by his efforts that Imperial Oil Donated $5000.00 to
OWCA in 1990.

Tony asyou all know was the Editor of this Newsletter as
wellasbeing our President of OWCA. He, like Bruce, has
putin many hoursofhard work for the club. We hope that
these awards will in some small way show how much the
club members appreciate all their efforts.

OWCA Lapel Pins

The OWCA logo lapel pins given to the past presidents
on awards night, are new available to all members and
may be purchased from Jim Williams for $3.00.
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National Geographic Society

Gord Meinecke like many others, uses the wonderful
photographsseen in The National Geographic magazine
as a guide for some of his carvings. However, he felt he
should at least check with them 1o see how they viewed
the use of their photographs. Their reply may interest
many of you and is printed below:

“...The National GeographicSociety hasno objection toits
photographsbeingusedby artists asa source ofreference;
forinstance, to determine the colorof a bird or the shape of
atree. But, if you are using our photos as more than Justa
reference tocreate paintingsorotherart, thisis permitted
onlyaslong asthe work is for your own enjoyment andis not
copiedforsale or usedforanyothercommercial purpose...”
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It is truly high time for us to get started again. Alter our
summer-hibernation (what summer?) we can now go at
it with re-newed VIM, VIGOUR and VITALITY.

Butbefore we ease into it let’sde-rust, or at least sharpen
our chipcarving knife, and get out our paper and pencil.

DESIGN 1

We start outwith our horizontaland vertical centre lines.
Then we draw a '-'Ainch circle, with the centre on the
intersectionoflthe centre lines. While we are atitwe draw
a concentric circle of 2-3/4 inch diameter.

Alter the circles we divide the perimeter into twelve
equal parts. We still have our compass set at 1-3/8", and
we now sct the compass onto the intersection of the
vertical centre line and the large diameter. We can now
draw one faint arc to the right, and one to the left. We
repeat this at the remaining three intersections, and we
have our twelve divisions.

Next we draw the six straight lines through the centre
(ever so gently). We can now proceed to draw the six
inner petals (3/4" radius) as per sketch.
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Next we can do the six long petals with a 3-5/16" radius
template (we can make this casily out of thin plastic, or
even out of thin cardboard. The last step is to draw the
twelve inverted petlals from the outside diameter to
where the side of the long petal intersects the inncr
circle). And we are ready to start cutting.

DESIGN 2

Again we start by drawing the two centre lines. Then we
draw three concentric circles: the inner one is 3/4", the
middle oneis1-1/2".,and the outerone is2-3/4" diameler.
Again we divide the perimeter into twelve equal parts.
And now we can draw the “teeth”. For the teeth in the
outer circle we use a 3/4" radius template, for the
intermediate row we usc a 7/16' template, and the
innermost circle is a star with twelve points.

With this particular design I did some really neat
experimenting. Forinstance Iwould notleave aseparation
between the outer and the intermediate “tecth™.

The possibilities of variations are endless.

On this design, as well as on may others it is wise to start
cutting in the centre,

Ithink thatfor today we have really done enoughdamage.

If you have any questions you can always ask me at the
next meeling,

Good Luck. Bert
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Ducks Pay Bills

You don't have to be a pirate to have acgess to buried
treasure. If someone in your family, past or present,
owned any wooden decoys, then you could be harbouring
a pirate's ransom in your attic or garage. In the last
decade, old ducks have been drawing big bucks.

Steven E. Lloyd, a Canadian decoy expert, says many
people don't realize the value of Dad's old wooden, duck
decoys. They are becoming a collectors commodity; and
are definitely out there in abundance waiting for a well-
trained hunter to track down. Lloyd's expertise has been
recognized in many familiar television shows, Outdoor
magazines including the widely remowned “Outdoor
Canada” magazine and newspapers across Canada.

Itis embedded in many people's minds that decoys were
“just something Dad used to hunt with” and so worth
only a couple of bucks. In many cases, nothing could be
further from the truth,

Thiscollector and authority on decoys has spent 14 years
cataloguing decoys made by both Canadian and Ameri-
can carvers. His enthusiam is more than mildly conta-
gious. But the subject that most distresses Lloyd is that
people are selling their ducks asold wooden birds and not
for the art from of historical importance that they could
be.

Antiques are such a broad conglomeration of objects
that no one person can be an expert on all of its subjects.
Many antique dealers are well versed in furniture, or old
clocks, or glassware, or jewels but a combination of
expertise in all these areas is almost impossible to
achieve. Lloyd has spent 14 years rescarching one sub-
ject and is still able to say he learns more about it every
year.

Mr. Lloyd has written dozens of articles for newspapers
and outdoor publicationsdesigned to heighten the aware-
nessof the general public with regard to decoys. What is
seen as a dusty wooden relic to one person, is sometimes
a work of art to a collector.

“To paint the picture a little more clearly, would you
consider trading a new car for a bushel-basket of old
decoys found at a garage sale?” asks Lloyd. “No? Well,
youcould be missing outon a chance to come out with the
better deal.”"Sadly enough, this is the fate of many truly
beautiful and original decoys. When a death occurs in a
family, or someone gives up hunting and fishing for any
reason, the decoys are often relegated to the attic or
garage. A few years later, they might be sold at an estate
auction or with the contents of the home. Lloyd himself
has found rare decoys in this very manner and is sure
there are many more out there.

There are several ways to recognize a valuable decoy.
Lloyd suggests getting a good, decoy collector's book and
becoming familiar with names and styles of carvers.
Dating and cataloguing are the most important steps. As
withany historicalartifact, dating can be difficult, but not
impossible ifyou have studied your subject well. With the
proper background, more that 75% of all old Canadian
and American decoys can be identified, thereby deter-
mining their value. The criteria for value are: who made
the decoy, what condition it is in, and how many were
made. If the carver has been documented, this raises the
value. Sometimes a price may already have been estab-
lished at a decoy auction.

“Shorebirds” are number one in rare species of decoys,
but never rule out common birds such as mallards. In
southern Ontario and northern New York there were
very few mallards made during the early hunting days.
Positioning of the bird isimportant too. A good example
is the angle of the head. Is the head turned back, resting
or in a preening position? In trying to make the decoys
look natural to incoming ducks, some carvers even made
full-bodied decoys complete with feet. Another factor is
the overall condition of the bird. Any over paint on the
bird drops the price considerably. Whitwashing is great
for an old [nece but ruffles the value of an old decoy.
Large chips, cracks or broken beaks will also depreciate
the bird somewhat.



Prices are determined by many things. Primarily, the
desire of potential buyers for a certian decoy. Decoys
created by the same carverand of the same vintage canbe
poles apart financially. “Rarity” is a major determining
factor. For example, the most common species of ducks
are Bluebills and Whistlers, therefore the most common
types of decoys will be the same. The flip side of this,
Lloyd says, is that the less-common types, such as mer-
gansers, wood ducks, teals and black ducks can be worth
much more than imagined.

One of his favortie carvers may just be the artist who
turned out that mallard resting on top of the what-not
shelf inyour home. You know - the slightly battle-scarred
duck which Grandpa used to dust off once a year and
head out to the marsh with. Some of Lloyd's favourite
carvers include, Ken Anger, Cliff Avana, Ivar Furnland,
David Nichol, George Warinand manyofthe hollow body
decoys that are found in southern Ontario.

Ken Anger,a carverwho lived in Ontario, Canada, made
hundreds of decoys between 1930 and 1960. When in
good condition, and Anger decoy could bring thousands
of dollars. Even in damaged state, this artist's birds have
been known to fetch amounts in the hundreds.

It is important to be aware of the fact the ducks by
Canadians or Americans are not limited to any one
geographical area and can be found throughout North
America and perhaps Europe. This is because of the
migration of hunters, early in this decade, when decoys
were plentiful. Many hunters branched out in theirquest
to find “the right spot”. Many may have visited some-
where, bought local decoys, and then took them home to
use. This is especially true near the St. Lawrence River,
which, before the building of the International Bridge in
1938, was a regular route of transportation. Canadian
decoys are common on both sides of the border, as are
their American counterparts. Also, because Grandpa's
decoys have a certain sentimental value, they are often
saved with the family's treasures and moved from locale
to locale. (Just becuase a duck is made out of wood does
not mean it can't fly! Canadian decoys have migrated
from theirorigin all over North America and even made
their way to Europe).

Lloyd's 14-year study has made him one of a handful of
the truly qualified experts in North America, and he
wants to share his knowledge with others. Although
Lloyd no longer adds to his personal collection he has
dedicated himself to helping those with decoys. Lloyd is
the first and only collector with the tool of knowledge in
hisbelt, to setupa “Free Decoy Information Centre™, In
between his schooling, teaching taxidermy at St. Law-
rence College in Brockville, Lloyd has somehow found
lime to generate international interest through televi-
sion appearances, interviews for newspapers and maga-
zinesand attend local and nationaloutdoor showswhere

he helps anyone with any information he can provide on
their old decoys.

If you would like to find out if your duck, goose or bird
decoysare historically or monetarily valuable, justsend a
letter and pictures (if available) with a stamped self-
addressed envelope to: Canadian Decoy Information Cen-
tre, clo Steve Lloyd, R.R.#3, Athens, Ontario KOE 1B0.
Steve will be happy to share his knowledge with you.

Central Ontario Wildfowl Woodcarving
Championship

The show was held in April but we did not recieve the
resultsintime forour May Newletter. Thisyear however,
wasbetler thaneverwith carvings from Ontario, Quebec,
Nova Scotia and Alberta,

Best of Class winners were:

Beginners Corey Boon Orangeville, Ontario
Novice Joe Kish Binbrook, Ontario
Intermediate  Steve Buckel Waterford, Ontario
Open Bob Peashnik Toronto, Ontario

Looking for the best. Judges L to R. Wayne Simkin, Uta
Strelive, Gordon Hare

The Traveling Teacher

Jan Fitchof Kingston, Ontario informs us that she will be
available for September onwards to teach miniature
carving to groupsof up to 15 people. She will be happy to
travel to your home town or will teach you in her studio.
Soundsfairto me,ifyouare interested contact her at - Art
in Wood, The Barriefield, Suite 409, R.R.#2, Kingston,
Ontario K7L SH6. (613) 547-6123.



The May In-House Competition

Weallhad the pleasurc of secinga great numberoff{ine carvingscovering awide variety of subjectsat ourlast In House
Competition on May 25.

Unfortunately in Spite of Joc Dampf's and my own c(forts, most of the photographs of the winners and those of the
winning carvings did not turn out wellenough for printing in our newsletter. We have reproduced the best ones here
and apologise to all those we missed.

The Winners

Birds Novice Birds Advanced General Novice General Intermediate General Advanced
1st Vincent Urbanzki 1st Larry Baker Ist Feliks Kivikink ~ 1st Jan Oegema 1st George Almassy
2nd Irv Roberton 2nd Helen Hamilton  2nd Feliks Kivikink  2nd Wayne Scott 2nd Lorraine Terene
3rd Bob Murray 3rd Ieinz Nepaszing  3rd John Flechl 3rd Otto Rannamae  3rd Sandy Murray

Sandy Murray, George Almassy and Lorraine Terene
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Irv Roberton

Feliks Kivikink George Almassy

Wayne Scolt



SHOW SHOTS

QUINTE WOODCARVING SHOW AT STIRLING

Lorrain Terene listening to the wolves lan Dallas with his winner

Hugh Thomson showing his relief

Bert Hirt starting a masterpiece
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The Unkindest Cut
By Vick Dobson

The experts tell me that I should never carve when I am
tired. They say I should never hold the piece I am carving
in my hand. They say I should never walch television
when carving. Had I heeded those instructions I would
not have been typing this piece with one hand! Perhaps
hearing about my experience will lead you to the same
conclusion I've come to: Listen to the experts, and do as
they say.

The 1/4" palm chisel slipped. The Kevlar safety glove 1
waswearing did not discourage it in the least. The blade
slipped between two Kevlar warp threads and into the
soft {lesh at the base of my index finger. I know from our
family doctor (Bruce Mackenzie's son) that this area is
the part of our body that is most prone to developing
blood poisoning (cellulitis). It didn't appaer to be much
of a cut. So I put on a band-aid. (A quick trip to the
hospital would have saved me a lot of later grief). Two
days later [was at the doctor'soffice with a badly swelling
hand. Despite the anti-biotic he prescribed, I ended up
that weekend in the emergency ward of the hospital with
cellulitis. They assigned me to a bed and hooked me up
to an IV pumping a stronger anti-biotic into my blood-
stream. A week later I was released, The swelling had
gone down, but my index finger was rigid. Six months
work by the plastic surgeon who had treated me at the
hospital, and constant daily finger manipulation accom-
panied by twice-a-week visits to a physiotherapist ac-
complished nothing. So, it was back to the hospital and
three hours of surgery in which the surgeon scraped scar
tissue from the entire length of the tendon. All of this
required an incision from finger tip to wrist and some
seventy stitches.

That's the situation today. The incision is healing but
there's still very little mobility in the finger. What lies
ahead? Probably another six months of therapy and
finger manipulation. If this should snap the tendon,
badly frayed from all that scraping, or if the finger re-
mains frozen, then it will be back to the operating table to
remove the tendon and replaceitwitha plasticrod. Then,
aftera furthersix months, the rod has to come out and be
replaced with a tendon taken from my leg.

All of this was the result of breaking “the rules”. And it
was the result of treating a cut myself instead of immedi-
atelygetting professional treatment. Hospital emergency
centres are there to provide that service and we are, I
know now, foolish to by-pass them. Need I say more?

European Woodcarvers Tour

Dick Mekkelsen informs us that he is offering an addi-
tional Evopean Tour from October 17 to 29, with an
optional 5 day carving school course, available.

He can be contacted at - 3585 Cataipa Way, Boulder,
Colorado, 80304. (303) 939-9198.

The Austrian Owl

EdnalJewett,one of our founding members, isgoing to be
carving an owl this fall when she visits Austria as part of
the Swissair Wood Carving Tour hosted by Dick
Mekkelsen.

Her son had asked her to carve one for a newel post on
the staircase of his new house. She wondered if this could
be her carving project whilst visting Austria on the tour,
and made some enquiries.

Two weeks later she received a telephone call from the
carving school she would be visiting in Austria. They said
that carving the owl would be fine, and that if she sent
them any reference pictures and dimensions they would
not only laminate the wood but have a carved model
ready for her to work from when she arrived. With that
kind of service is it any wonder that these tours are so

popular?

Joe Dampf Classes

Joe Dampl will be teaching clay modeling at the Don
Mills Collegiate this fall,on Monday nights. Contact the
school for details (416) 395-3771.

HEATING PROBLEMS 7 NO, ITS FOR HIS
CARVING PROJECTS THIS WINTER.




Carving Events 1992

September 11 to 20 London, ON

Western Fair Woodcarving Competition. Contact:

Western Fair Association, Box 4550, Station D,
London, ON N5SW 5K3.

September 19 & 20 St. George, ON

St. George Wood Carving Competition. St. George Com-
munity Memorial Hall. Contact: Ken Hussey (519)753-3839

September 19-20 Midland, Ontario
The 7th Annual Canadian Wildlife Carving Champion-
ships. Wye Marsh Festival. Contact: Mike Dunk (705)
737-0147.

October 2 and 3 Ilderton, ON

Ilderton Fair Woodcarving Competition. Ilderton Fair
Grounds. Contact: Jim Scott (519) 659-9446.

October 2,3 & 4 Woodstock, ON
Woodstock Wood Show. Woodstock Fairgrounds. Contact:
Joe Daniel (519) 423-6722.

October 9-12 Rockton, ON

Senior Woodchippers Club 3rd Annual Woodcarving
Competition. Rockton Fair, Rockton. Contact: Pamela
Leslie (416) 648-8909 (416) 659-7795 (416) 659-7134.

October 16,17 & 18 Pickering, ON

Pickering Wood Show.Metro East Trade Centre, Pickering,
ON. Contact: John Cryderman or Dave Hewitson (519) 351-

8344.

October 24-25

October 31 Bowmanville, ON
Bowmanville Wood Chips Club 2nd Annual Display and
Sale. Bowmanville Lions Centre, Beech Sitreet,
Bowmanville, ON. Contact: Doug Hall987-4745 or Mort
Lake 987-0584.

November 12-15 Calgary, Alberta
ArtMarket, 6th Annual Art & Craft Sale. Calgary Conven-
tion Centre. Contact: Marlene Loney (403) 762-2345.

November 13, 14 &15 Brantford, ON
The Brantford Woodshow. Brantford and District Civic
Centre. Contact: Paul Fuicher (519) 449-2444.

November 21 Brooklin, ON

Brooklin Woodcarvers Club Show and Competition.
Brooklin Community Centre, Brooklin, ON. Contact:
George Austen (416) 576-7473.

Wrong Weekend

Earl Wakefield and his wife were very disappointed on
June 20 when they drove 100 km to see the Niagarn
Woodecarvers Association's Weekend Show and Sale at

Balls Falls.

It seems the dates had been changed to June 13 and 14.
I myself was planning on going on the 21st but got too
busy and luckily did not go.

We do our best to make sure the dates are correct, $o
clubs let me know if you change the dates orif  have the
wn}ng Oncs S!'I{')Wl"l‘

The Balls Falls show of course isa very good one, and we

are sorry Earl and any others who went there on June 20
or 21 missed it.

Toronto, ON

The OWCA Black Creek Carving Show. Black Creek Pio-
neer Village, Toronto. Contact: Peter Jones (416) 277-0945.




