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Next Meeting
March 15, 1993 at 7:30 pm

It may be a sign of the times but at the next meeting we will
have two of Canada's best sign carvers, Howard & Lorraine
Bogusat with us. This along with our usual show and tell
feature will provide us with plenty of interesting entertain-
ment. So make sure you attend this meeting. It is easy to get
there just follow the signs.

April 19 Jim Jackson
The Taxidermist
May 17 In-House Carving Competition
Where We Meet
General Mcetings are hicld at the York Mills Collegiate
Institute 490 York Mills Road which is located midway

between Bayview and Leslic.

It can be reached via TTC from the York Mills Station
and there is plenty of frec parking.
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HELP!!! WE NEED YOU.

Your current Executive have been working for you
for at least the past two years and some much longer
than that. We are all volunteering our time and
efforts for "the love of carving" and I know there are
a lot more enthusiastic carvers out there who have
the ideas and willingness to give a little time to
O.W.C.A.

No organization can grow successfully over a long
period of time with the same people at the helm. We
need fresh faces and fresh ideas to continue the good
work done in the past.

Positions vacant are:
Vice President
Director of Shows
Director of Communications
Two Directors at large.

Please call any of the people currently holding these
positions to discuss their duties, or talk to any of the
Executive.

Get involved, all you need is a little time and
enthusiasm.

Call any of the nominating committee:-

Chris Parkes (Chairperson), Howard Greenaway,
Lorraine Terene or Peachy Chapman,

Chris Parkes 416 267-4490

ARTISTRY IN WOOD

Students of Ruth Badzo and others will display their
work on March 30 to April 8 from 9am to 8pm
weekdays and from Ipm to 4pm on weekends at the
Etobicoke Education Centre, Civic Centre Court,
Etobicoke. For information contact the Etobicoke
Board of Education at 416 394-7395.

Let Us Know

We have just finished a complete overhaul of our list of
address labels and hopefully have made no mistakes in the
process. If , heaven forbid, we have goofed and you are now
getting two copies or your friends are not getting any at all
please let us know right away and we will fix our mistakes.

Cover

"Spring is in the air," as they say, and Jack Moor's fine
carving brings to life one of those early Spring events, the
tapping of trees and the processing of that wonderful stuff,
maple syrup.

Jack is a member of the Quinte Woodcarvers Association
and this carving was part of the club's contribution to the
Ontario Carvers Quilt project.

Killing Your Club

Chip Chats had a list of ways to kill your club in their
January\February issue this year. Although, we do not fora
moment suggest that our members have such a state of mind,
there is no doubt that any club is only as good as the
membership makes it,

Twelve ways of killing your cl
L Don't attend meetings or functions. %
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At this time Chris Parkes is trying to make up a list of
possible candidates for the many executive positions that
will be vacant in May. We urge you to consider taking on
one of these posts. You may find it very interesting and you
will be helping the club at the same time. So don't delay, let
Chris know that you are available. Phone : (416) 267-4490,

The newsletter also always needs help by way of articles or
any othercarving related items, Writeyour article today long
orshort. Ifyou have never tried to before, don't worry, we will
fix it up. Send it in today we want to hear from you.




In-House Competition

Once again we had a wonderful selection of great carvings on display, making it more difficult to choose the winners. In
fact, three carvers tied for 3rd place in the General Advanced category. This is possible, of course, because the winners are
chosen by the number of votes given to them by the membership. Unfortunately our official and excellent photographers
were not available that evening, so I attempted to take them myself with the usual results. However, here are a few of the
beautiful carvings that won ribbons, along with the winners list.

Birds Novice Birds Intermediate Birds Advanced

Ist Lina Venerus 1st Andy Proctor 1st Peter Jones

2nd David Marsh 2nd George Stirling 2nd Peter Jones

3rd Russ Richards 3rd Art Horton 3rd Murray Vaughn

General Novice General Intermediate General Advanced

1st Ted Fagan 1st Gordon Bragg 1st Tibor Csonka

2nd Dave Tait 2nd John Flechl 2nd Bob Dick

3rd Lina Venerus 3rd Bud Smith
3rd John Berkhuizen (2)
3rd Jan Oegema

John Berkhuizen John Berkhuizen



David Marsh

Bud Smith




John Flechl

;#;:FEE:

®
g

Ted Fagan

Tibor Csonka



George Stirling

Andy Proctor Art Horton

Peter Jones



Ontario Clubs

Windsor

The Sunparlour Woodcarvers Club is well known to many
Ontario carvers, not only for their fine carvings but also for
their skill at organizing shows and club projects. This time,
however, I think they have outdone themselves with the
unveiling of the gigantic masterpiece on November 17,
1992. They call it their Centennial Project because itisa gift
to their home town of Windsor which was 100 years old in
1992.

The project consists of 40 hexagonal relief carvings, fitted
together as you see in the diagram. The group picture of the
carvers gives you an idea of the size of the project, you can
just see the top of it in the background. Of course to really
enjoy this carving you will just have to make the trip to
Windsor and see it for yourself. It's located at the Cleary
Convention Centre where it is now on permanent display.

The Sunparlour Woodcarvers Club began in 1981 with 32
members and to show you how popular it has become, the
membership is now over 350.

The president, Bud LaBranche, was recently featured in the
Winter issue of the new English magazine Woodcarving
with the first step of his three step teaching system. I am sure
many of us will be looking forward to future articles on his
system.

Most carvers in Ontario, however, know the Sunparlour
Woodcarvers Club for the three International Woodcarving
Festivals they held at the Cleary Convention Centre. The
efficiency of their club and the goodwill and fellowship
shown to other carvers is remembered by all who partici-
pated.

Many are looking forward to the next time they decide to
hold a carving festival. In the meantime congratulations o
the 40 woodcarvers involved in the Centennial Project and
happy carving to all members of the Sunparlour Woodcarv-
ing Club in Windsor.
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This diagram gives you the arrangement and titles of the carvings that make up the Windsor Centennial Project carved

by the Sunparlour Woodcarvers.



This happy group shows the 40 carvers involved in the carving of the Centennial Project. Seated in the centre is the

president of the Sunparlour Woodcarvers, Bud LaBranche. If you look carefully you may see some other faces that may
be familiar to you.
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A New Home

Yes! The annual OWCA Woodcarving Show has found a
new home for 1993 at least. After checking several alterna-
tive locations, the Malvern Community Recreation Centre at
Neilson, north of 401 has been chosen as the site of the 1993
OWCA show and competition, and will be held this year on
Angust 28 & 29. As you know in the past there has always
been a waiting list for display tables and many people have
been disappointed. This year hopefully, we will be able to
accommodate most people who want tables as there is more
room in the new facility.

However, we will still adopt the FIRST COME FIRST
SERVED basis so don't wait, get in touch with me, Bernie
lles at (416) 859-0248 as soon as you can to ensure you get
your table.

There will be one free table toall OWCA members. Forextra
tables and for people who are not members there will be a
$5.00 charge pertable. Tables may also be shared by carvers
ifsodesired. Inadditionto carvers we areinviting individual
clubs to set up a table representing their clubs, a good
opportunity to advertise their own carving shows. Also
carving teachers are invited to have tables with carvings
representing the work of their students, but again all of this
is on a first come first served basis so don't delay too long.

There will be a competition open to all, with many varied
categoriestochoose from. Full details on the show will be out
shortly.

The Black Creek Show

As you may have read we now have a new home for the
OWCA show in 1993. We are, of course, sorry that we will
not be holding our show at Black Creek this year, as it has
been the venue for our most successful annual show for
many years. Unfortunately, although we tried hard to ac-
commodate the ever increasing participants, the area avail-
able to us just could no longer handle the demands made on
it.

This, of course, is no fault of the Black Creek Pioneer Village
but is simply a problem of outgrowing the area provided for
the show. We would at this time like to thank the adminis-
tration at the Village for all their help over the years.

Carving Supplies

The Vancouver based supplier Woodchips Carving Sup-
plies Limited has a new catalogue out with all sorts of
interesting items in it. Some of you may recall that this firm
was one of the many sponsors we had at the CNE shows.

CLiff Steele, the president, says that because of their in-
creased size and business volume they are now incorporated.
If you are looking for another Canadian supplier contact
CIiff at 1 (800) 695-7478 or (609) 299-9135.




Here Come De Judge

[ went to a flower show last year. It really was a delightful
experience, gorgeous blooms with wondrous colours abound-

ing in all directions. Here were the marvels of nature's

ingenuity in creating shapes thatcould never be imagined by
man.

As I pushed my way through the crowds I entered the main
hall where the competitions had been held and the winners
were now proudly on display. I studied them all and as I was
walking past the flower arrangement section a young lady
standing near by said to her friend in a loud voice, "How can
that be first place, the third place is much better," I hadn't
really considered it until she spoke and after taking a second
look I felt maybe she might be right.

Even with flowers it seems we can't agree on the winner.
How many times have you looked at the winners of a carving
competition only to wonder why this one is first and that one
not even mentioned. Having been involved in some shows,
I can tell you a few contestants can be quite bitter about not
being awarded the first place ribbon and have complained to
me even though I was not involved with the judging. Some
have even goneas farasto suggest that it wasan old boys club
and that they had no chance of winning anyway. Thankfully
these people are a very small percentage of those who
participate, but it does point out the intense feelings some
carvers have about winning,

Judging is one of the most difficult tasks for anyone to take
on at the carving competitions, for no matter what they do
someone is going to disagree with them. In their efforts to be
scrupulously fair some judges use a system of awarding
points for say composition, artistic value and so on. The one
with the most points must be the best, or at least that's the
theory. Others seem to ignore the carving itself and carefully
inspect the back or the base, it appears that if this area is not
perfect then it can't really be any good. Size might influence
some (the bigger the better) whereas others favour the
startlingly different (it must be good if you are not sure what
it is). Using several judges can help since it allows for
discussion and varied opinions, but also leads to argument.

It doesn't seem to matter who you are or how the judgement
was made there is always dissatisfaction. Even at the '92
International Woodcarvers Congress the decision by jurist
(and fantastic carver) Fred Cogelow to give the "Best of
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Show" award to Rick Harnet for his "Homage to Raphael
Sayer" carving over Neil Cox's "The Storyteller" was not,
think, greeted with unanimous approval. It is true that Fred
defended his decision in Chip Chats but I could not help
feeling he was a little worried about his choice.

Sometimes of course one carving stands out amongst all
others in its category and there is little doubt that it should
be the winner. If this happens often, however, with the same
carver, his or her carvings may well be in the wrong class,
or perhaps their talents are such that they will quickly join
the ranks of the master carvers anyway.

Another way of tackling the judging is to have the viewing
public vote on the carvings they think are the best. It is much
more difficult to organize, since ballot sheets have to be
handed out, collected and then counted. Unfortunately using
this method there is always a possibility of a tie vote. While
this may cause problems at least the responsibility for the
Jjudgement is spread out over the majority of viewers and I
must admit it is more difficult to argue with a crowd. If you
try to mix public choice with the judges choice you will find
that shows that offer a "Most Popular" award and a "Best of
Show" award do not necessarily end up with the same name
for both awards.

Sothe nexttime you see a first place ribbon given towhat you
think is really only a third place carving, remember there are
bound to be others who will totally disagree with your
Jjudgement and so on and so on,

I feel it must take a lot of courage tobe a judge and make those
decisions that will please a few and trouble others. All the
Jjudges I know are a wonderfully dedicated group of people
who have done an excellent job of identifying the winners
and have always had good reasons for their selections.

I must admit, however, that knowing all this I still find that
the only time I really agree with a judges decision 100% is
when [ win. This of course happens so rarely that the sheer
shock of it puts me in such a state of euphoria that for about
ten seconds I agree with everybody.

Anyway, I am off to the flower show again this year and |
don't care who wins, they are all winners to me.



Haliburton Summer School

Susan Little of the Haliburton School of Fine Arts has sent
us a list of carving related courses to be offered at their 1993
Summer School. A brochure giving complete details will be
available in March and can be obtained by writing to her at
Sir Sandford Fleming College, PO Box 839, Haliburton,
Ontario KOK 2KO or call them at (705) 457-1680. Here
is a sample of some of the exciting courses available this
summer.

Decoy Carving Bird Carving

Al Brady Hal McGray

July 5-9 July 12-16

July 12-16 July 19-23

July 26-30

Wood Sculpture  Small Bird Carving

Joe Dampf Jan Fitch

July 19-23 July 5-9

July 26-30 Aug 2-6
Aug 9-13

Woodcarving

Chris Rees

Aug 2-6

I have very good reports about these courses and with
beautiful lakes and wood in the area it should prove to be a
very happy experience. If you are interested don't forget to
get in touch with Susan, as the courses are very popular and
fill up quickly.

SHARPEN UP JOE

Sharp tools are essential says Joe and to make sure
your tools are sharp, Joe Dampf is ready to help. He
will be available to sharpen your tools at his home
for an average cost of $3 per tool. He will
demonstrate tool-honing procedures and answer any
questions you have on tool sharpening. So look
sharp and call him at 416 444-6837 or write to him at
66 Langbourne Place, Don Mills, Ont., M3A 1A9.

SEMINARS

Bert Hirt will conduct a two day workshop on Chip
Carving in Scarborough on Sat. March 27 and Sun.
March 28. The cost is $65 for the two days including
lunches, coffee and snacks. For more information
call Chris Parkes at 416 267-4490 ASAP as space is
limited.

Wayne Barton in Kitchener

Dennis Moor informs us that Wayne Barton, the interna-
tional chip carving master, will be in Kitchener to teach a
one week advanced course in chip carving from June 21 to
25.

This sounds like a wonderful opportunity for those ardent
chip carvers out there. Make sure you get your name on the
listsoon howeverasitis a first come first served situation and
theclass isrestricted to 12 students. You can contact Dennis
Moor at (519) 743-9008.

Clock Competition

If you like making clocks there is a creative clock competi-
tion going on during the CNE this year. It is open to clay,
glass, metal and wood artists living in Canada and selected
entries will be displayed and juried at the CNE August 18 to
September 6, 1993. There will be cash and ribbon awards.

The deadline for entries is May 15, 1993. Write for details
to Krista Gallery, 132 Railside Road, Unit 1, Don Mills,
Ontario M3A 1A3 or call (416) 444-7573.

Manitoba Seminars

Peter Sawatzky, bird carver and sculptor, will be holding
seminars this year as follows:

March 19, 20, 21
Painting a Northern
Baltimore Oriole.
Contact: Russ Mead
(416) 857-8637

August 23 to 27
Carving & painting a.
Horned Lark.

Contact: Peter Sawatzky
(209) 827-2584

NOl NOT MODERN ART, HE JUST
CAN'T SEEM TO FINISH ANYTHING.




Carving Events 1993

March 10-14 Edmonton, AB
Decoy Carving Competition at the Northlands Agri-Com.
Edmonton Boat & Sportsmens Show. Contact: Fran Leather
962-1252.

March 19-21 Ottawa, ON

Ottawa Wood Show, Lansdownc Park Civic Centre. Con-
tact: Dave Hewitson (519) 351-8344.

March 12-21 Toronto, ON
Canadian National Decoy Carvers Competition. CNE To-
ronto. Contact: Peter Edwards (416) 487-4477,

March 27-28 Niagara Falls, ON
The Niagara Woodcarvers Associations 14th Annual Exhi-
bition and Sale, at the A.N. Myer Secondary School, 6338
O'Neil Street, Niagara Falls. Contact: Lloyd Toth (416) 892-
3503.

April 2-4 Winnipeg, MA
Prairie Canada Carving Competition at the International
Inn Winnipeg. Contact: Larry Vanderhyde (204) 661-3658.

April 2-4 Kitchener, ON
4th Annual Central Ontario Wildfowl Woodcarving Cham-
pionship. Bingeman Park. Sponsored by the Grand Valley
Woodcarvers in conjunction with the Kitchener-Waterloo
Wood Show. Contact: Alex Duthie (519) 893-1435.
April 2-4 Kitchener, ON
The Owl's Nest Carving Competition. This competition is
also held at the Kitchener-Waterloo Wood Show. For infor-
mationon this part of the show contact: Clare Wicchers, 605
Fredcerick Strect, Kitchener, ON N2B 2A8,

April 2-4 Parksville, BC
Brant Festival & Western Canada Woodcarving Competi-
tion. Box 327, Parksville, BC V9P 2G5.

April 16-18 Edmonton, AB
Northern Alberta Wood Carvers Association Show & Sale.
King Edward School, 8530 101st Street. Contact: Kevin

Engelking, 53133 Range Road, 214 Androsscn, AB TOB
0EQ.

April 17 Belleville, ON
Quinte Woodcarvers Association 1st Annual Wildfowl Carv-
ing Competition. Held in conjunction with the 6th Annual
Pure Carving Show and Salc, at the Ben Bleecker Building
in Belleville, Ontario. Contact: Ian Dallas (613) 478-5952.

April 23-25 Chatham,ON
3rd Annual Southern Ontario Carving Competition at the
Kinsmen Auditorium & Memorial Arena. Chatham Wood
Show. Contact: Dave Hewitson or John Cryderman (519)
351-8344.

April 23-25 Ocean City, MD
Ward World Championship Wild Fowl Carving Competi-
tion. Ocean City Convention Centre (410) 742-4988.

May 1-2 Hamburg, NY
Seventh Annual Southtown Woodcarvers Competition and
Exhibition. Creative Arts Building Erie County Fairgrounds.
Contact: Ken Kohl (716) 937-3228.

May 1 Clearbrook, BC
Forth Annual Art of the carver Competition. Clearbrook
Community Hall. Contact: Bob Young at 37-2962 Nelson
Place, Abotsford Road, Clearbrook, BC V2S 7E9.

June 24-27 Davenport, IA
27th Annual International Wood Carvers Congress. Entries
due June 20, 1993. Contact: Larry Yudis, PO Box 10408,
Bettendorf, Iowa 52722 (319) 359-9684.

July 9-11 Toronto, ON
32nd Toronto QOutdoor Art Exhibition, Nathan Phillips
Square, Toronto. Write to: Chalmers Building, 35 McCaul
Street, Toronto, ON MS5T 1V7 (416) 408-2754.

July 10-11 Tupper Lake, NY
Seventh Annual Carving Show & Competition. Erie County
Fair. Contact: Everet Scudder (716) 942-3418 or Lloyd
Crissman (716) 675-0987.
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August 28-29 Toronto, ON
OWCA Woodcarving Show & Competition. Contact; Bernie
Iles (416) 859-0248.
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