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Next Meeting

November 15 at 7:30pm

Onc ol the results of the recent OWCA survey indicated that
many members would like more carving demonstrations
with a hands-on approach so that all could participate. Ron
Stuart has wasted no time in filling this need and at the next
mecting he will be providing several master carversto advise
and demonstrate on all types of carving. So bring your
problems and your project along with a few tools and let the
chips fly. For complete details call: Ron at (416) 264-3718.

SEE PAGE 11 FOR INSTRUCTOR LIST

Where We Meet

General Meetings arc licld at the York Mills Collegiate
Institute 490 York Mills Road which is located midway
between Bayview and Leslic.

[t can be reached via TTC [rom the York Mills Station
and there is plenty ol [rec parking,.
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The Durham Wood Show

As we reported in the October Newsletter this year's show,
as usual. was a great success. However, until Gord Patterson
gave me an article from the August issue of Mosaic, | was
unaware that this year was their tenth anniversary.

Knowing that many members compete in the carving com-
petition or just visit this show we thought you would be
intcrested in a little of ils history. Here with the kind
permission of Vi Bland of Mosaic is ancdited version of their
article along with a few more competition carvings I photo-
graphed at the show.

Wood Show

Ten Years Later

When Herb Miller pulled together the first Durham Wood
Show in 1984, there was nothing else like it i the country,
As 1t turned oul, it was a ripping success. with atlendance
well over ten thousand the first year. The trend sctting show
saw altendance grow to a record 23.000 last year.

What distinguishes the Durham Show from its twenty or so
imitators is the fact that it's non-profit. Last year $20,000 of
the proceeds from the show were distributed to organiza-
tions throughout the Saugeen region.

Except for the project manager. none of the board of
directors of the Wood Show are paid nor are the 300
volunteers who do the grunt work putting on the show each
year,

COMPETITION CARVING BY MARY-ANN JACK-BLEACH

Herb Miller's choice of Durham gave recognition to an area
already steeped in the history of woodworking and wood
products, There have been many sawmills in the area, the
most well known is the Wellbeck sawmill dating back (o the
late 1800s. The Durham furniture Company and later
Krochler's turned out quality furnishings since 1917. In
1947, Herb Miller opened Wellbeck's hardware which car-
ries a full line of woodworking tools. In 1957 Maple Leal
Veneers, began turning out a line of veneer products. In the
mid sixtics they were bought out by Abitibi Pulp and Paper
who were in turn in 1973 bought out by Interforest. George
Glass lormerly of Old Factory Furniture has manufactured
furniture in Durham for over 30 years.

According to Herb Miller, the Durham arca has its own
claim to fame for producing a world renowned Maple. In
England a type of wood known as the Glenelm Maple is
apprecialed for its straight grain. the whiteness of the wood
and its lack ol minerals which facilitates cutting and ripping.

The Wood show's project manager, Jean Hucheson, who has
been with the Show since 1ts first vear, attributes the show's
success to the growing list of innovations which make the
show such a great attraction

In keeping with ils molto of promoting. "Excellence in
Woadworking", it was the first o offer a student scholarship
to anyone who was studying woodworking. Two years ago.
afully supervised children's workshop was started. This year
it's the Women's Workshop.



Three of the fourteen seminars this year will be given by
women woodworkers. On August 6th. Katherine Joyce-
Smith will be speaking on decorative finishing. Terry
Wright will give a seminar, Saturday August 7th on the
growing phenomenon of women and woodworking, and the
following day Susan DeTuiter will demonstrate the art of
tole painting. There will be several other women exhibitors
as well. Terry Wright as an artist, woodcarver and teacher
of woodworking, feels women are aptly suited to woodwork-
ing. She plans to show how skills acquired by women in the
home can be transferred to woodworking.

A few years ago, organizers of the Wood Show felt it was
important to acknowledge the basic material used in wood-
working - The Trees. They began (o [cature a different
species of tree each year, beginning in 1988 with the Maple,
and insuccessive yearsby the Pine, Ontario's Provincial tree.
the Oak. the Sweet Chesnut. and the Birch.

The Elm. featured this year, is making a remarkable come-
back, aller years of being ravaged by the dreaded Dutch Elm
Diseasc. New, young trees can be seen growing along the
roadways and fence rows. Asaspecies that has demonstrated
the qualitics of survival and endurance, it's a fitting symbol
for this year's Durham Wood Show as it celebrates its Tenth
Anniversary.

Mosaic, August 1993

Eldon

Autumn Arts Fest

As part of the Etobicoke Arts Fest. Ita & Visvaldis Ozols
along with daughter Mara put on a wonderful exhibition of
wood designs. paintings, pen & ink drawings and quilts at
their studio.

All the work was based on their Latvian heritage of folk
songs and ancient symbols.

Eldon Humphreys is asbusy as ever these days tcaching, carving, giving seminars and taking courses himself. Thisenlarged
picture of his new business card shows just how much he is enjoying it all.

Eldon Humphreys .
Woodcarver .g:
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514 Princes Street
Kincardine, Ontario
N2Z 279

Tel.: (519) 396-3242

Woodcarvings
Lessons

Seminars

The big fellow at the back is Eldom.




The Pickering Wood Show

Ontario is very fortunate in having so many wood carving
competitions and shows available to the public. The Picker-
ing Wood Show is a typical example of a fine commercial
wood show in which the public are also treated to a display
of beautiful wood carvings and in this show wood turnings,
as well.

A large area was provided for the carvings and turnings with
the Birdseye Centre Carvers Club in charge of the carving
competition. This club is to be congratulated , for, in spite of
it being a relatively small club with a membership of around
20, itdid an excellent job coping with all the work necessary
to hold a competition and carving display.

Many thanks to the Birdseye Club.

RON STUART WAS ONE OF THE JUDGES
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The Woodstock Show

This is the 8th year for this show and as always it was well
worth thedrive to Woodstock. Several members told me how
much they had enjoyed it, Edna Jeweltt even took the train
{rom Toronto to get there and had a great time admiring the
competition entrics and the other exhibits.

Vicki Talbot has been looking aflter the Upper Canada
Woodworking Championship scction since the show started
in 1986 and is just as excited and enthusiastic as ever about
her job.

The woodworking and carving entries arc displayed in an
arca away [rom the hustle and bustle of the gencral show.
This allows the public to proceed around the display ina very
orderly fashion. Vicki calls it her quict room. although
admiring comments of the passers by do [ill the air,

The competition is divided into two scctions. Woodcarving
and Woodworking. The Woodcarving scction has 9 basic
divisions cach of which arc in turn broken down. giving
choice ol 23 categories. There arc also 3 classes. Open.
Amatcur, and Novice. With this kind of choice most carvers
should be ablc to find a place to fit their carvings in.

Cash prizes and ol course ribbons are awarded 1n each
category. There arc the usual limitations on the number of

entries elc. and a competition entrance fee is charged but this
fec also allows you into the show,

Congratulations Vicki on a finc display. 1 know [rom
experience that it took a great deal of work but from the
public's point of view it was well worth it.




Show People

As promised last month here are a few more of the wonderful
people who supported the OWCA show in August. As you
know there were over 100 tables displaying carvings and we
are sorry if we missed you but, of course, we do appreciate
your efforts. Many thanks, once again, to all those involved
in the show.

Whats In a Name

Wellalot. of course, especially if its under the wrong picture.
Ourapologics to George Bulgin for the picture in last months
newsletter. It was George's table but Bob Cutts was sitting
there at the time.

Jan Oegema Dave Eadie

Amy Joslin Mike Seguin Bertrum Sturrup



Bernie Iles

Alwine & Kurt Franke George Banyai

Murray Vaughan Joe Werner
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Characters and Caricature
A. Wannabe Woodcarver

As a novice or wannabe woodcarver starting out | found
myself with choices that were numerous and
bewildering...did Iwant to carve decoys or birds, what about
relief carving or chip carving or carving in the round, and
maybe even realism, choices , choices, choices and every
choice or type of carving had sub choices or so it seemed,

I settled on relief and chose a subject that I thought [ had a
meaningful relationship with, needless to say at first [ didn’t
have any idea of the time and guidance that I would be need
to finish my chosen subject.

As time moved on and the project slowly progressed, I
became more aware of the varying aspects of woodcarving,
I started to travel around to the different wood and carving
shows. [ also purchased a subscription to the magazine Chip
Chats, which by the way must be the buy of a lifetime for a
woodcarver. As [ read Chip Chats I began lo notice another
type of carving that I had not considered before, caricature,
Now I have heard that some people look upon caricature
carvingas justwhittling and therefore not really woodcarving
in the true sense of the word.

Well to meitsjust like theargument about **Dremel ™" versus
chisel carving that seems (o prevail in some woodcarving
circles, there are them that are ““for it’’ and them that is
“‘agin it’” but to me it's “‘to cach his own’’ and whatever
gives you enjoyment and however you satisfy the creative
urges is the way for you to go, or morce bluntly its difTcrent
strokes for different folks.

It was about this time that I heard that OWCA member, Jan
Oegema together with Mort Lake were running a one day
“‘caricature seminar’’ in Bowmanville. [ thought this was
a good opportunity for me to try it oul and scc what
caricature carving entailed.

Well to make a long story short. | signed up for the seminar
and boy was I glad I did. The sclting for the scminar was
outdoors at Jan’s place, with sunny skics. shady trees.
bubbling Bowmanville creek in the background, great
fellow students and two teachers (Jan and Mort) who really
know their stull.

Each student was given a choice from 5 or 6 different
caricature blanks to pick from. cach blank had a plaster cast
modcl ora [inished carving as a guide. plus the Janand Mort
combo were always hovering in the background. ready o
provide guidance wherever needed.

At the end of the day most of us had our choice of caricature
nearly complete, and with the offer of'a further instructional
session, at no further cost to the students I might add. the
next week saw my endeavour reach a conclusion, So with
onc happy wannabe carver and one impressed “better hall™”
| deemed this introduction o caricalure carving a Success.
so much so that when Jan announced another seminar
scheduled for late August 93. guess who was [irst in line.

Well [ guess that [ could go on and on about how terrific Jan

and Mort’s seminars on caricature carving are, but that
would take up to much space, and besides finding out about
caricature carving first hand is a much more enjoyable way.
Oh yes new woodcarving teachers, new secret language to
ponder..."an eye is like an ear™'! or better still *“the more
you cut, the more you have left’’! Sorry I'm not allowed to
claborate on these statements because only graduates from
Jan’sclassesare taught the true meaning of these statements,
So to all of you out there who haven’t tried caricature
carving before , 1 say jump in and try it out, who knows
maybeyouwill find that thisis exactly the type of woodcarving
that you can best express yourself with, and also you could
find out how ‘‘an eye is like an ear’™”.

Carousel Horse Relief
Carving
Jim Scott of Ilderton sent us this photograph of a 7 ft high

relief carving he designed. It was carved by his friend Paul
Cottle of London.




Archives

Like individuals, organizations must have a collective
memory of their origins, of their activities over the years, of
their purpose and accomplishments. In organizations such
as ours, such memories recorded over the years are called
"archives". A word usually in the plural that stems from the
Greek "archeion" government or government building - a
reference to where the records are kept.

Those great events in our community life such as exhibits
and meetings should be recorded as to time. place and
participants. When and how was OWCA founded? Who
were the executives, year after year? Who made the coffee for
the pleasure of the members?

A record should be kept of everything that has happened to
the membership, collectively and individually. How impres-
sive a list of all the experts who have addresses the members
would be. In a central place we should have all the bulletins
ever published, all the membership lists. as the members join
and depart.

We are handicapped by not having our own building but we
can still have archives kept in a special filing cabinet in the
house of the archivist.

I'havevolunteered tobe the OWCA archivist, inspired by my
years as teacher and archivist at the Ryerson Polytechnical
Institute, (now University).

I have at least two cubic meters of space in my basement,
waiting to be filled with the priceless records of OWCA and
with your cooperation I propose to collect pertinent materi-
als for the education of future generations. I shall take up the
work of my predecessor, George Gorman. There is a tide in
the affairs of organizations as well as of men, and should
misfortune and indifference befall our enterprise, our archi-
val collection would go to the Provincial Archivesat Queen's
Park.

But many rich years lie ahead. and with your aid. I shall try
to continue our collection, and I hereby call upon all of you
to give me photos, (with pertinent data), records. flyers,
diaries, minutes of meetings, and all pertinent personal
observations onour activities. Without tangible archives. we
shall disappear into the mists of the past unremembered and
unregretted.

Editors note: Jim Peters as we mentioned in the September
Newsletter is the new OWCA archivist and can be contacted
at (416) 757-9803.

OUR APOLOGIES

Yes you are right, we are a little late with this

issue of the newsletter. Cerys our faithful typist
was not feeling well for a while but I am happy to
report that she is now fully recovered.
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0 DON'T MISS IT

CHIP CARVING
4 WooD BURNING

« MARINE CARVING

IN THE ROUND
CARVING

TOOL SHARPENING

CLAY MODELING

il THE NOVEMBER 15th MEETING

Here is the list of wall known carvers

CARICATURE CARVING Ken Schermerhorn &

John Marshall

Feliks Kivikink &
Ton Gallagher

Howard Greenaway &
John Ball

£
3 ready to help and instruct you at this
o hands-on carving night.

35 RELIEF CARVING

f ANINAL CARVING

Bert Birt & Chris
Parkes

Peachy & Judy
Chapman

Bud Smith

Mike Bavage & Tibor
Csonka

Dave Eadies & Clare
Gerbrandt

Ron Stuart

BRING
your tools, your carvings, or wood to

carve, and if you need it, a method of
clamping or holding the wood.

HE WAS TCOLD THAT INSIDE EVERY TREE
THERE I8 A BEAUTIFUL CARVING JUST
WAITING TO BE RELEASED.




Carving Events 1993

November 5,6 & 7 St. Catherines, ON
Ducks Unlimited Inaugural Ontario Masters Carving Cham-
pionships. Ukrainian Black Sea Hall. 455 Welland Avenue,
St. Catherines, Ontario.

November 12, 13, 14 Brantford, ON
The Brantford Wood Show. Carving competition sponsored
by the St. George Carvers to be held at the Brantford &
District Civic Centre. Contact: Ken Hussey (519) 753-3839,

November 20 Brooklin, ON
The Brooklin Woodcarvers present their Fourth Annual
Wood Show, Sale & Competition, at the Brooklin Commu-
nity Centre. For information contact: G. Austin at (416) 576-
7473,

December 4 & 5 Innisfil, ON
Christmas Studio Tour. The artisans of Innisfil invite you to
browse through their studios. For information contact:
Frank Wice (705) 456-3316.

Carving Events 1994

January 8 & 9 Fort Myers, FL
Sixth annual Southwest Florida Woodcarving Exposition,
at the Harbourside Convention Cenire. For information
write to P.O. Box 3667, North Fort Myers. FL 33918-3667.

January 22 & 23 Clearwater, FL
The Suncoast Wood Carvers annual show, at St. Petersburg
Jr. College. For information contact: Jack Borres at (813)
544-7236.

January 28, 29 & 30 Orlando, FL
Wildlife expo at Orlando Centroplex Expo Centre. For more
information writcto Florida Wildlife Exposition Inc. P.O. Box
15693, Sarasota, F1 34277 (813) 364-WILD

February 4 to 20 Tampa, FL
Seventh annual Florida State Fair Woodcarving Exhibition.
For information write to Florida State Fair, PO, Box 11766.
Tampa, FL 33680,

February 5§ Ft. Myers, FL
The Caloosa Carvers annual exhibit, at the Garden Council
& Activities Centre, For information write to Ms. V. Jewell,
P.O. Box 51292, Ft. Myers, FL 33905.

February 18, 19 & 20 London, ON
The Forest City Wildfowl & Carving Championship, at the
Forest City Wood Show. held at the Weston Fair Grounds in
London. For more information contact: Phil Orchard at
(519) 681-3435.

February 20 Port St. Lucie, FL
Decoy & Woodcarving Show at the Club Med Sandpiper
Convention Centre Exhibit Hall, Contact the Treasure Coast
Woodcarving Club at (407) 335-7055.

February 26 & 27 New Port Richey, FL
Annual Woodcarving Show at the New Port Richey Recre-
ation Complex. For information write to B. Potter, P.O. Box
1194, New Port Richey, FL 34656-1194.

March 25 Jensen Beach, FL
Pinelake Village Woodcarvers annual show at the Pinelake
Village Club house, for information contact: S. Morris at
(407) 220-3494.

March 26 & 27 Niagara Falls, ON
The Niagara Woodcarvers Annual Show at AN. Myer
Secondary School. For information contact: D, Robinson at
(416) 358-6256.

April 8 to 10 Kitchener, ON
The Owls Nest Woodcarvers 2nd Annual Show and Compe-
tition. For information contact: C. Wiechers at 605 Frederich
Street, Kitchener, ON N2B 2AS.

April 9 Belleville, ON
The Quinte Woodcarvers Association are holding their
annual wildfow! Carving Competition in conjunction with
their 7th annual Carving Show & Sale. Contact: Ian Dallas
(613) 478-3952,

September 16, 17 & 18 Chatham, ON
The Chatham Wood Show at the Kinsmen Auditorium &
Memorial Arena. For information contact: J. Cryderman at
(519) 351-8344.



