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A New Treasurer

Yes, we now have a new man to look after the OWCA
finances, George Baker. Before we tell you more about
George we would like to say a few words of thanks to John
Ball who, as you know, has been the OWCA treasurer for the
past 3 years.

John has done a magnificent job looking after the
OWCA funds. Whilst he could have had thoughts of a trip
around the world he never once wavered and always bal-
anced the books, signed the cheques, paid the bills, filed the
receiptsand did all those other jobs necessary tokeep OWCA

going.

As treasurer he attended executive meetings and was
always ready with helpful advice on the many problems
discussed. He served on several committees and was ready
any time to help out with upcoming shows etc. In spite of all
this work he still found time to produce some wonderful
carvings greatly admired by everyone. Thank you John for
so much of your time and effort, we all appreciate your
contribution.

For the past 14 years George Baker's hobby has been
the growing of Orchids, however, about 6 years ago he
decided to try carving as well. He quickly proved his skill at
this too and now some of his carvings are with friends in
Germany, Finland, France, Australia and other countries.
Many thanks to George for taking on the Treasurer's job and
if you wish to contact him any time his number is (416) 74 1-
4750.

John Ball George Baker

Cover

John Ball has done many fine carvings and as he is
retiring from his job asthe OWCA Treasurer we thought that
this would be a good opportunity to feature one of them on
our cover, So John, now that you have much more time to
carve we are all looking forward to your next masterpiece.

Carving Wood For Sale

Bob Derbyshire a master carver and one of OWCA's
retired Show Directors, read our request for names of wood
suppliers in the January Newsletter and thought maybe this
would be a good time for him to cut down on his collection
of carving wood. He assures me that his prices will be much
lower than a regular supplier so this is an opportunity you
should not miss.

He has all sorts of sizes invarious kinds of wood, such
as Butternut, Cedar, Basswood, Mahogany, White Pine to
name just a few. All of it is dry and ready for use, some of it
has been stored away for over 7 years.

He also has a bandsaw for sale that might be just what
you have been looking for, so don't miss out, give Bob a call
at (416) 223-1859 before it has all been purchased.

Seminars

Jan Oegema is holding a couple of seminars this
spring so mark these on your calendar.

March 19 & 20

Chip Carving with Dennis Moor
$120.00 including materials
9:00am to 4:00pm each day

April 15 & 16

Carving Faces with Eldon Humphreys
$65.00 including materials

Friday 6:00pm to 9:30pm

Saturday 8:00am to 4:00pm

Note: Seating is limited in both seminars, so register
early to avoid disappointment,

For complete details contact Jan at (905) 623-2318 or
write him at Jan's Carving Supplies, 24 Mill Lane,
Bowmanville, Ontario L1C 3K2,

Did You Notice?

Some how the photos of George Baker in the January
issue got reversed, so that he was only holding one winner
when it said he was holding two. Our apologiesto George for
the mix up, anyway I think someone who wins three times
in one evening is bound to cause a mix up. 3




THE JIM CRAIG REPORT

How to start the New Year on the wrong track -
make a tree out of yourself - and right now 1 feel
like a complete "Ash".

Bob Murray

In my Newsletter article, I had stated that Al Senger
our librarian was replaced by George Baker, where
it should have been Bob Murray. Now I am sorry
for this stupid mistake and I apologize to "Bob" for
the error.

Why did I say George Baker? It was because
George's name was being bantered about as the
volunteer to replace our Treasurer John Ball.

John Ball

At the executive meeting held on January 10th,
John Ball relinquished his position as Treasurer of
OWCA. John had informed us in the latter months
of 1993 that he wished to be replaced as he had
become aware that he needed more time to take care
of the household chores, shopping, cleaning,
laundry, cooking and generally looking after John.
An old adage comes to mind when a man has to
fend for himself - " A man works from Sun to Sun
but a woman's work is never done."

John has given OWCA many years of excellent
service as our Treasurer and he has let it be known
that he is always available to help out with shows
and chores whenever there is a need. Presently he
has taken on the storing of a great number of
OWCA show signs, cards, viewing table boxes etc.

John, we will miss you at the executive meetings
but will take you up on calling you for help in the
future. Many many thanks for all your endeavours
in the past.

Gord Meinecke

In late December Gord was admitted to the Toronto
General Hospital for examination and preparations
for major surgery. I am happy to report that he is
now well on the road to a complete recovery and
relates that it is mainly due to the excellent nursing
service provided by his loving wife Maure.

Presently he is chomping at the bit and anxiously
waiting to get back to work and also attend to his
position in OWCA. Glad to see you on your feet,
and looking forward to joining you at our meetings.

Don Martin

Don has lined up a number of carvers to participate
in the Ontario Forestry Association's annual
meeting, held at the Raddison Hotel in Don Mills
on February 5th,

Vicki and Howard

Wood carvers have a tendancy to stick together and
enjoy each other's company. They have a common
interest and just love to do things together. This
will become even more evident in May when
Howard Greenaway and Vicki Everton carve a path
to the parson's podium and join hands in marriage.

Congratulations from the executive and all OWCA
members.

LIBRARY NEWS
The OWCA Librarian is hardworking Bob Murray.

I mention this as George Baker's name was given
out by mistake for this position.

Bob Murray

Bob tells me that a great many library books are
long overdue; about 25% of them are about 1 year
overdue and some are even longer. So please let's
change this poor record and return all books that
you have read, in order that other members may
gain the benefit of them.

Don't bring them back to the February meeting
however, as Bob is going on vacation then, but
from March onwards you have no excuse.



The December Meeting

This meeting turned out to be a very entertaining one
for all who attended. The response to the giant Show and
Tell, mentioned in the December Newsletter, was fantastic.
There were so many carvings brought in that it would have
taken far too long to have them shown individually. All the
carvers were therefore asked to stand near their carvings so
that the rest of us could ask questions and admire them, As
you can see from the photographs there was a great deal of
interest and discussion. Many thanks to all those carvers
who brought their carvings in. Let's try to have a good turn
out for Show and Tell each month this year.

Lewis Cohen did an excellent job as usual by providing
a fabulous variety of fine food for all to enjoy. Jim Craig was
helping out as always and supplied those wonderful donuts.

With the large variety of carvings, the fine food, and
the pleasant conversation it was indeed a great meeting.

Gerard Boileau, Al Shewan, Lloyd Osborn, Werner Grauf and

Heinz Nepaszing & Peter Jones.

others, happily answer questions from the admiring crowds.

Jim McGowan and a hungry group, stand in line for the great
assortment of food, organized by Lewis Cohen and Jim Craig.




John Berkhuisen
and the Embassy

John who lives in Belleville has been carving since
1949 but only since his retirement has he had time to be a
really active carver. He represented the Quinte Wood Carv-
ers Association on the Carvers Quilt project and in 1993 was
involved with a very special set of carvings for the Canadian
Embassy in Washington, D.C.

He worked for Aluminium Star Products of Belleville
as a pattern maker for a while and this company was awarded
a contract for 12 cast aluminium coats of arms for the new
Canadian Embassy. Because of his carving and pattern
making skills John was contacted by the company and asked
if he would like to carve some of the wooden patterns
required.

He readily agreed and after working an average of 30
to 40 hours on each of 6 patterns he sent them to Aluminium
Star Products where they were cast in aluminium, After
casting and highlighting the details, the coats of arms were
mounted on aluminium columns located in the Embassy
court yard.

John is to be congratulated for the excellent work he
did on the palterns.

NEWFOUNDLAND

John Berkhizen working on the patterns

BRITISH COLUMBIA



ALBERTA

NORTH WEST TERRITORIES

NORM TARVER

Norm Tarver, as you know, wrote a couple of articles
about the new Embassy building (see the 1992 February and
October issues of this newsletter), and even donated a book
to the OWCA library about the magnificent sculpture called
the Black Canoe which is also located at the Embassy. In the
following article he supplies us with more information on
this fabulous building, which should be on your must see list
if you ever visit Washington, D.C.

NEW BRUNSWICK

YUKON

CANADIAN EMBASSY IN WASHINGTON

The Canadian Embassy building in Washington is
situated on a prominent corner on Pennsylvania
Avenue, the main street of the city, which runs to
the White House from the Capitol, the building in
which the members of the House of Representatives
and the Senate meet. After Bill Clinton was sworn °
in at the Capitol as President, he led a parade along
Pennsylvania Avenue past the Canadian Embassy to




the White House. Many famous people were
entertained at the Embassy that day because the
building provides an excellent place to watch the
parade and because the building is outstanding in
itself.

Our Embassy building is a highlight on tour
operators lists along with the White House, the
Jefferson Memorial, the Vietnam Hospital and the
Lincoln Memorial.

The architect for the Embassy was ARTHUR
ERICKSON, an outstanding Canadian architect
who lives in Vancouver, B.C. The contract for
designing the building was signed by him and
Canadian officials in February 1982. A model of
the proposed building was presented for public
view in May 1984, and the building was completed
and dedicated in May 1989. Its cost was originally
estimated at $35,000,000 but the final cost was
$80,000,000. The building is on property 1.5 acres
in size.

While designing the building, ERICKSON had to
comply with very strict requirements imposed by
the Pennsylvania Avenue Development Corporation
(PADC) and at the same time recognize the nature
of other buildings in the neighborhood.
ERICKSON is an innovator who is noted for his
ability to produce architecture that is different and
highly attractive. After the building was
completed, the head of the PADC stated: "I think
Arthur's solution to the site and our conditions
were ingenious. This is a building that will be
admired not just now but in 50 years. On this one,
I'd say about 90% of the people love it."

The Embassy contains the Ambassador's offices as
well as Political, Economic, Defense and Public
Affairs divisions. The Ambassador's living
quarters are in a penthouse on the top of the

building. His offices are on the 6th floor. A

general purpose CANADA ROOM on the ground
floor is large enough to seat a dinner party of 300
people. This room overlooks a courtyard that
contains THE BLACK CANOE. An Embassy staff
of 350 persons is accommodated in offices on six
floors of the building.

The building contains one art gallery which
displays more than 100 pieces of Canadian
sculptures, paintings, prints and fibre arts. Also
included in the building is a 175-seat theatre, a
20,000-book library and an underground garage for
234 cars. The building is described in an article in
the March 1990 issue of the Architectural Record
magazine as being a "polished structure, elegantly
detailed and flawlessly finished."

Outside the main entrance, the building provides a
"courtyard which is clearly its handsomest space
and which is a significant contribution to
Washington. The court is 100 by 200 feet, paved
with a Canadian stone that is described as being
halfway between marble and limestone" (quoting
from the above magazine). This courtyard opens to
a very attractive garden designed by CORNELIA
OBERLANDER, a landscape architect whose home
is in Vancouver, B.C.

As a part of the courtyard, there is a pool in which
the BLACK CANOE has been erected in a base
surrounded by water. This sculpture dominates the
courtyard.

In the courtyard there is a row of six 80 foot tall
classical columns made of wunfinished cast
aluminum. To the south of the row of columns
near Pennsylvania Avenue, there is a rotunda
comprised of 12 cast aluminum columns (one for
each of 10 provinces and 2 territories) set in a circle
around a fountain and pool.
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This architectural drawing of a part of the Embassy
building shows the courtyard, the six tall columns
in the rotunda and the large CANADA ROOM.
Pennsylvania Avenue is along the bottom of the
drawing.



THE LUMS ARE REEKING

Gord Paterson our "Wannerbe" reporter
came up with this sketch after reading
Jim McGowan's Christmas message in the
December issue.

LANG MAY YOUR LUM REEK

Bert's Chip Carving Seminar

In November of '93 Bert Hirt held another of his very
popular seminars on, what else, Chip Carving. Our roving
reporter Gord Paterson was oneof the happy groupof carvers
who attended and gives us this account of what happened.

As you will notice, he was a little bit influenced by the
approaching holiday season at the time of writing. However,
I'wasunable toget it toyou in the December or January issues
and although you may be trying to forget all about last
Christmas I am sure you will find his article most entertain-

ing.

‘Twas the month before Christmas

And with promises lo spouse

Not a carving had been started, not even a mouse.
The patterns were all drawn with infinite care

In hopes that Bert Hirt would soon be there.

Well it rhymes somewhat, but it sure isn't the real
night before Christmas nursery rhyme as I remember it, but
it does set the scene so to speak for the latest OWCA chip
carving seminar, well as far as carvings not being done and
students awaiting directions from the master chip carver.

To the William's Brothers place, the chip carvers did
head.
While chip carving patterns ran round in their heads.

Again not as [ remember the rhyme, but it sure as heck
describes November 27 & 28, 1993 at the Williams Bros.
Factory in Scarborough.

With Chris at her bench and Ron at his, too

We sat and we talked, about things we might do
When out in the yard there arose a loud clatter

We rushed to the window, amidst noisy chatter
Then back to our work bench we flew like a flash
And pulled out our patterns to be ready for class
As the day had been damp, with showers and rain
It distorted our view, as we gazed through the pane
And then to our eyes did suddenly appear

A Volkswagen bus weighed down at the rear

The driver sprang out and said let's go to work
And we knew in a moment it must be Bert Hirt
More eager than beavers other chipcarvers came
Bert whistled and shouted and called them by name
On Donny and Billy and Georgie and Ron

On Chrissy and Heddi, on Peggy and Maune

The surface of plates or those of box tops

Chip away, chip away, chip away lots

A bag full of boxes Bert then placed on a shelf

To show us some work he had done by himself
Then with the wink of an eye and the twist of his knife
He showed me a pattern I could carve for my wife

I took up my rools, started chipping away

And had carved two fine boxes by the end of the day

And that was how it happened, Bert insisted that
we all start out with a little knife work. Of course "Knife
Work" meant more sharpening to what we already
thought was a keen edge. Then and only then did Bert
give individual attention to each person and their chosen
pattern ideas, pointing out pitfalls that loomed ahead of
us and how to overcome them, without having to take up
a new hobby that is.

Bert also pointed out that the practice boards were
thicker this session, just so a certain "wannabe chip carver"”
didn't end up with a "pierced" carving instead of a chip
carving.

For all the reindeer comments, whoops, sorry seminar
attenders comments, everyone learned something new to
help them improve on their chip carving, So to our hosts Jim
and Dianne Williams and to Chris our organizer and last but
not least to Bert Hirt our terrific teacher, thank you one and
all and to all a goodnight.

A. Wannabe Woodcarver
(not A. Wannabe Poet)




Bowmanville Show

If there is just a hint in the air that a woodcarving
club is having a show or sale, guess who's inter-
ested? If its within an hour or so driving from
Scarborough, guess who's mind is running full tilt
conjuring up an excuse for the "Better Half" as to
why I just have to go to this particular show.

“Bowmanville" she says, "weren't you just down
there last week? Why do you need to go again?
Never mind this baloney about seeing what Jan's
got to sell, you saw him on Thursday, and don't try
to use the excuse you want to ask Mort how to do
eyes either, all your carvings have their eyes closed
just like you must have when there is work to be
done around here."

Thank heavens I didn't tell her everybody I see. So
in a painfully meek voice I said, "Oh I promised
Terry May that I would come and see him, he's
with the Bowmanville Wood Chips and he's helping
put the show on you know, you wouldn't want me
to disappoint him would you?" Dead silence...ha,
that stumped her. Well out the door and into the
car before she remembers she told me to clean up
the mess (woodchips translates into mess when the
"better half" is discussing my carving endeavors).

Well Bowmanville was worth the effort and for a
club that only has a small membership it was a very
good show and sale. Quite a few carving clubs,
Quinte, Peterborough, Brooklin, Northumberland
and of course the Bowmanville Wood Chips had
tables with representatives in attendance.

Alwinne and Kurt Franke were there and had
blanks for chip carving and woodburning for sale as
well as showing their own carving and
woodburning pieces. If anyone needs plates for
chipcarving, these people are a good source.

Lorraine Terene had a table with her display of
furry little critters, wonderful carvings.

O'Neil's Lumber from Colborne had a booth with a
selection of different types of wood for sale.

Although there were only a few entries in the
carving competition, the carvings being shown at
various individual carver's tables were very good
and well worth the visit.

Oh I did see Jan, even though he was busier than a
one armed paper hanger, what with the large selec-
tion of books, woodcarving tools and necessities
that he had on display from his store. You know
what I mean by necessities don't you? Well they
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are all those things that when the better half asks
"do you really need that?", you don't have a ready
answer for her.

Yep, even got to see Mort and hear him giving a
customer his 'try it you'll like it money back
guarantee' sales pitch; "take this Lake Knife and try
it out, if you don't think it's the greatest carving
knife, bring it back, no questions asked", and you
know, he might be just right about his handcrafted
knives being the greatest.

Well that's about it, but I would certainly be remiss
if I didn't congratulate the Bowmanville Wood
Chips and all the volunteers for putting on such a
great show. Congratulations Wood Chips.

A. Wannabe, Woodcarver.

One of the many prize winners in the competition

We read about it in Chip Chats but here it is in
Bowmanville, " Carved Golf Balls"




Haliburton

The Haliburton School of Fine Arts is located in the
village of Haliburton, Ont. about 2% hours
northeast of Toronto. During 6 weeks each
summer, 2000 students enjoy instructive and event-
filled holidays.

These are week-long affordable classes (35 hours,
approximately $115.00 per week), with quality
instruction for both beginner and old pro's alike.

Most evenings, activities are planned to help round-
out your week. All school personnel are friendly
and attentive. The cafeteria is open for breakfast
and lunch. Many excellent camp sites, bed &
breakfast and motel accommodations are available
nearby. The school can help to find you
accommodations - just ask.

This is cottage country and the school overlooks
Head Lake.

For eleven years now I have been teaching
woodcarving and clay sculpting classes at this
school. Anyone interested in attending one of my
classes can call me at 416-444-6837 for additional
information. Following is a list of wood related
courses offered in 1994, If interested, write to the
school and ask to be put on their mailing list; you
will receive their 1994 free brochure in early
March.

Joe Dampf
LIST OF WOOD RELATED COURSES

June 28 - July 1
Decoy Carving for Beginners Al Brady

August 1 -5

Woodblock Cutting George Walker

August 8 - 12

Small Bird Carving
Woodcarving & Painting

Jan Fitch
Al Brady

For more information write to Haliburton School of
Fine Arts, P.O. Box 839, Haliburton, Ontario,
KOM 180 or call them at 705-457-1680.

SUNPARLOUR WOODCARYVERS CLUB
1994 ENGLAND, SCOTLAND & WALES
TOUR

Bud LaBranche has informed us that there are just a
few seats left on this tour and if any of our readers
are interested they should contact him right away.

This really is a fabulous fully escorted tour, with
visits to London, Exeter, Cardiff, Llangollen,
Carlisle, Glasgow, Aviemore, Edinburgh, Leeds,
Coventry and many other scenic and historic
places.

With excellent accommodation, most meals and a
first class motorcoach to travel in, what else could
there be? Well you will have the added bonus of
fellow carvers as your travelling companions. You
can't beat that, and all for only $1995 Canadian.

So if you want to go on tour from July 10th to July
24th in the good old UK, contact Bud LaBranche at
840 Edward Avenue, Windsor, Ontario, N8S 2Z5,
or call him at 519-948-4540.

July 11 - 15

Bird Carving Hal McGray
Woodcarving Chris Rees

July 18 - 22

Bird Carving Hal McGray
Woodsculpture 1 Joe Dampf

July 25 - 28

Knife Making Joe Cebec
Woodburning Dianne Brachvogel
Woodsculpture 2 Joe Dampf

SOMEONE TOLD HIM IT WAS A QUICK WAY TO

TELL IF IT WAS HARD WOOD OR SOFT WO0OD

B I
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Carving Events 1994

February 3to § Stouffville, ON
"Totems" aMulti Media Exhibition including carved totems
by Marilyn Campbell located in the Latcham Gallery. For
information call: (905) 640-2395.

February 4 to 20 Tampa, FL
Seventh annual Florida State Fair Woodcarving Exhibition.
For information write to Florida State Fair, P.O. Box 11766,
Tampa, FL 33680.

February S Ft. Myers, FL
The Caloosa Carvers annual exhibit, at the Garden Council
& Activities Centre. For information write to Ms. V. Jewell,
P.O. Box 51292, Ft. Myers, FL 33905.

February 18, 19 & 20 London, ON
The Forest City Wildfowl & Carving Championship, at the
Forest City Wood Show, held at the Weston Fair Grounds in
London. For more information contact: Phil Orchard at
(519) 681-5435.

February 20 Port St. Lucie, FL
Decoy & Woodcarving Show at the Club Med Sandpiper
Convention Centre Exhibit Hall. Contact the Treasure Coast
Woodcarving Club at (407) 335-7055.

February 26 Roseneath, ON
The 9th annual Woodcarving Show sponsored by the North-
umberland Woodcarvers at the Alnwick Civic Centre. Con-
tact: Don Colyer (905) 342-2964.

February 26 & 27 New Port Richey, FL
Annual Woodcarving Show at the New Port Richey Recre-
ation Complex. For information write to B. Potter, P.O. Box
1194, New Port Richey, FL 34656-1194.

March 4-6 Ottawa, ON
Wood Show & Carving Competition at the Lansdowne Park
Civic Complex. For Info Contact: Cryderman Productions

Inc. (519) 351-8344,

March 25 Jensen Beach, FL
Pinelake Village Woodcarvers annual show at the Pinelake
Village Club house, for information contact: S, Morris at
(407) 220-3494.

March 26 & 27 Niagara Falls, ON
The Niagara Woodcarvers Annual Show at AN, Myer
Secondary School. For information contact: D. Robinson at
(416) 358-6256.

April 8-10 Qualicum, BC
Brant Festival Wildlife Carving Competition, Qualicum
Beach Civic Centre. For information contact: Vancouver
Island Woodcarvers Club, Box 53, Lantzville, BC VOR
2HO.

April 8-10 Kitchener, ON
The Grand Valley Woodcarvers, Central Ontario Wildfowl
Woodcarving Championship. ForInfo Contact: Alex Duthie
(519) 893-1435 or Bob Schacht (519) 742-3035.

April 8 to 10 Kitchener, ON
The Owls Nest Woodcarvers 2nd Annual Show and Compe-
tition. For information contact: C. Wiechers at 605 Frederich
Street, Kitchener, ON N2B 2A8.

April 9 Belleville, ON
The Quinte Woodcarvers Association are holding their
annual wildfowl Carving Competition in conjunction with
their 7th annual Carving Show & Sale. Contact: lan Dallas
(613) 478-5952.

April 22-24 Chatham, ON
Wood Show & Carving Competition at the Kinsmen Audi-
torium. For Info Contact: Cryderman Productions Inc. (519)
351-8344.

June 4-5 Strathroy, ON
Woodcarving competiton at the Strathroy Fairgrounds.
Contact: Jim Scott (519) 666-2972.

August 12-14 North Bay, ON
Wood Show & Carving Competition at the Memorial Gar-
dens Fairgrounds. For Info Contact: Cryderman Produc-

tions Inc. (519) 351-8344.

September 9-11 Markham, ON
Wood Show & Carving Competition at the Markham Fair-
grounds. For Info Contact: Cryderman Productions Inc.
(519) 351-8344.

September 30 to October 2 Edmonton, AB
Wood Show & Carving Competition at the Northlands
Agricultural Complex. For Info Contact: Cryderman Pro-
ductions Inc. (519) 351-8344.
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October 15 to 16 Scarborough, ON [
The 15th Annual OWCA Woodcarving Show held at the
Malvern Centre. For information contact: Jim McGowan at |

(416) 755-5683 or Don Martin at (519) 843-6309.
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