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PLEASE NOTE

Date of Next Meeting
Monday, October 24, 1994

7:30 p.m. SHARP

Finch Avenue Public School
277 Finch Avenue East
Just west of Bayview Avenue

PLEASE NOTE change of location and change of
date FOR THIS MEETING ONLY.

This school is located near public transportation for
our members who do not drive.

Our guest speaker will be JOHN CRYDERMAN who
will speak and demonstrate the use of Boomerangs.
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President’s/Editor’s Report

Being an Editor of a newsletter is proving to be
very interesting. By the time that these letters
are ready to be printed I find that my old
battered briefcase has suddenly become very
heavy and full of bits of papers, reminding me of
articles to be included in the next issue.

During the month I was notified by the North
York Board of Education that we could not hold
our October monthly meeting at our usual venue
- York Mills Collegiate. It seems that the school
has booked a stage show for the whole month of
October. As friend Howard Greenaway would
say, it was time for an executive decision to be
made. | immediately called the Board for a new
place to meet on October 24th which was
convenient to public transportation for our
members who do not drive. The Board has given
us the Finch Avenue East Public School. At the
writing of this newsletter, I have not had time to
check out this facility but I will do so in the next
few days and will notify the members who bring
things to our meeting.

I am thinking of people like Lou Gohen who
always brings our coffee and cookies and Howard
Greenaway and Vickie who, every meeting. cart
in all our books for the library. While on the
subject of books and the library: the members are
reminded to check their desks, bookshelves,
workshops, etc. to see if they have any
outstanding book that they might have borrowed
and have inadvertently forgotten to return.
Please return them as soon as possible.

If any member would like to submit any type of
article for future newsletters, please forward it to
me for inclusion in any newsletter. All that I ask
is that it be typed or printed.

We are still in need of a Recording Secretary.
The duties would be attending the Executive
Meeting which is held once a month, recording
the minutes and then typing and sending them to
the Executive Officers.

ONTARIO WOOD CARVERS ASSOCIATION

Membership Application

The membership fee is currently $25 per
year. payable with this application. and
includes a sub-scription to the Ontario

application to:
Woodcarver newsletter. Renewal is on

Please make cheques payable to: Onlario
Woodcarvers Association and send with

GORDON PATERSON
50 LADYSBRIDGE DRIVE
SCARBOROUGH ONT.

the anniversary of joining and is indicated MIG 3H7

on the mailing label.

Name New OO0 Renewal O
Address

City Province Postal Code

Home Phone Business Phone

Formula for Failure - Trying to Please Everybody!
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OCTOBER ONTARIO WOODCARVING SHOW

Plans are well underway for this show at the
Malvern Community Centre. Don Martin - Show
Director and the rest of your Directors have put
lots of effort into this show. This years show has
really no competition - no baseball - no hockey -
no exhibition and just before Christmas so that
the exhibitors might be able to sell some of their
creations. We are also having a draw with the
main prize an original oil painting plus donated
Shore Bird Carvings. Now the success of this
show is up to you! Please plan to attend the
show on one or both days and try to bring a
friend. The admission is only $3.00 per person.

L ¥

The Peterborough and District Woodcarvers
Association Annual Show will be held this year
on October 22, 1994 at the Adam Scott
Collegiate, 150 Langton Street at Hilliard Street.

Time: From 9:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
For more information please contact:
Gary Seymour
c/o 378 Downie Street
Peterborough, Ontario
K9H 4J3
Telephone: (705) 743-7769

IN MEMORIUM
NORMAN TARVER - OWCA MEMBER #1
It was with deep regret that we learned of the passing of Norm Tarver on Sunday, October 2nd,
1994. Norm was the driving force and founder of the Ontario Woodcarver's Association. While
I had not met Norm personally, I had spoken to him on the telephone several times and I was
always impressed by his sincere interest in the goings on in "his" Association. He will be greatly
missed by yours truly and I am sure by the rest of his many friends and members. The greatest
tribute to Norm will be that this Association continues to grow. Our deepest sympathy to his
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We received the very informative newsletter from
the Sunparlour Woodcarvers of Windsor,
Ontario. This is a great newsletter and if any of
our members would like to peruse it each month,
I will place it on our bulletin board at each of our
monthly meetings.



FOR SALE:

Black Walnut Burl - weight approx. 225 Ibs.
Average thickness 8 - 10 inches

Colour - Chocolate - Chestnut Brown - Rose -
Beige - Allin Swirls General Shape:

For more information please contact:
Randy Ulch at 19 Packard Cres., North Bay,
Ontario P1B 9GS5 Tel: (705) 495-4265

by

T.O.W. Carving Supplies, 198 Merton St., Tor.,
will once again have their Showroom open on the
last 5 Saturdays before Christmas. The dates are
Nov. 19, 26, & Dec. 3, 10, 17, from 10 a.m. to 1
p-m. Drop in for a cup of hot cider! For further
information please call (416) 484-6546.

Gord Meinecke

by @

I would like to express my thanks to the Thames
Valley Woodcarvers for their announcement of
our carving show in their September newsletter.
A tip of our carving mallet to their executive for
a job well done!

ONTARIO WOODCARVER’S
CHAMPIONSHIP TROPHY

This very pretentious trophy at present has only
three categories filled, namely: Abstract -
Caricature - Chip Carving. The number of
submissions in all categories was disappointing to
the judges to say the least. This trophy is to be
awarded annually as the "Best of Show" at our
Annual Show and should therefore have a true
showing of all categories as listed in the last

newsletter. Therefore, as all the judges are
present at all monthly meetings, we will be
continuing to accept entries and as a winner is
chosen, we will endeavour to place such carving
for permanent placement on our Ontario
Woodcarvers Championship Trophy. If you wish
to enter your submission, please submit same to
yours truly at the next meeting.

by ¥

WOODCARVERS INSTRUCTORS
DIRECTORY

When I became the President, one of the
inherited papers | found was a list of instructors.
This list was compiled by Chris Parkes some time
ago. As I have attended some shows during the
past little while, I have come to the realization
that visitors are greatly interested in our great
hobby. I think it is time to update this list and
have it on hand to be distributed at any shows we
attend. If you are an instructor and would like
your name placed on this list, please contact Don
Swenor, Vice President at (416) 757-7909. Don
will be compiling this list. We had two Iists, one
was instructors in the Toronto area and another
for out-of-town instructors. There are lots of
people out there who are most anxious to learn
the proper methods of carving and we should be
able to give them the names of instructors that
they can contact.

On your newsletter address label, your
membership number as well as your date of
renewal, i.e. Oct. 94 are listed. On the direction
of the Executive, it is now the policy that the
Editor will hi-lite in red your address label and
stamp "Time to Renew" on both the envelope and
newsletter. This notice will continue until three
months after your renewal date and if your
membership is not paid at this time, your name
will be taken off the membership list. Please find
a membership application form near the front of
this newsletter. If required, it will be stamped
"Time to Renew" or pass it on to another
interested person.



I have just received in the mail, announcement of
the Brantford Wildfowl & Carving Competition
scheduled for the Brantford Civic Centre on Nov.
11-12 & 13th, 1994. | will have the forms
available at the October meeting. Contact
persons for additional information are:

Ken Hussey .............. (519) 753-3839

Ihor Sych ...... ... ... ... (519) 756-7728

Jerry Holyome . ... ...... .. (519) 752-0222
8

Just had a call from Sue Sibley who is greatly
interested in purchasing Song Bird Carvings for
herself. She is interested in full size Bluebird -
Robin - Cardinal, etc. or any other suitable bird.
If you have such a bird to sell, please call Sue at
(905) 564-2002. This is her workplace phone
number so call her during business hours.

FUTURE MEETING NIGHTS
November 1994 will be the Fall In-House Carving
Show so bring along that carving that you have
been working on over the summer.

December meeting’s regular date most likely will
be changed as our regular date conflicts with the
school closing for the Christmas Holidays. Watch
the next newsletter. The Executive Committee
has suggested a gift of Christmas Tree with
carved ornaments that might be later donated to
some worthy hospital or charity.

Early in the New Year we will be having the very
popular sharpening display. We hope to only
have a few different types of displays so that
members will not be confused with the sameness

types of set-up.

Ron Stuart, our Programme Director is doing a
great job in getting us selected entertainment for
our monthly meetings. Another tip of the old
carving mallet to you for a job well done!

by

Thumbnail Sketch of New Carving Club:

SENIOR WOOD CHIPPERS

Our Club started in 1987 with twenty interested
retirees and an instructor, Betty White. The
majority of members had very little, if any,
carving experience but we were led through the
stages of shallow relief, deep relief, soft wood and
hard wood sculptures. We no longer have a
regular instructor, but periodically members with
special skills will lead a class in a particular
technique: tool sharpening, caricature carving,
painting, chip carving, etc. There is always
someone willing to help newcomers or those who
are trying something new.

We have met in a variety of facilities over the
years, but are now comfortably settled in the
Copetown Community Centre. We have our own
tables, a band saw, a display cabinet, a library of
books and magazines on carving, and a selection
of tools for members to borrow.

We have always had to limit our membership to
approximately thirty because of space limitations,
but we have almost 100% attendance through
September to May.

For the past few years we have had displays and
demonstrations at local fairs and we have
sponsored the wood-carving competition at the
Rockton Fair. The interest in these activities was
so great that last year we collaborated with
Rockton Agricultural Society to organize their
first ever wood show. The Senior Wood
Chippers were responsible for the wood carving
competition which attracted over 200 entries -- an
astonishing number for a first attempt. The show
also had trade booths, seminars and
demonstrations covering all aspects of working
with wood and approximately two thousand
people attended.

Our second annual wood show is scheduled for
April 29th - May 1st 1995 and by all accounts the
response is as enthusiastic as last year. We look
forward to seeing many of our wood carver
friends at that time.



FINISHING WOOD CARVINGS

GEL STAINS: Gel stains have been on the
market for over two decades, and I am just now
experimenting with using these on wood carvings.

Gel, gelled, or paste stains are thicker than liquid
stains, so they’re less likely to drip. They are
often sold for this quality but their real value
comes from their ability to reduce blotching. Gel
stains are made with pigment (color) in a varnish
binder that is thinned with paint thinner. A
thickening agent called THIXOTROPY is added,
a substance with the ability to liquify when stirred
or shaken and then return to a gel when left
alone. We are more familiar with latex wall paint
as an example of a thixotropic substance.

Resistance to flow-is the critical characteristic of
gel stains. The thicker the gel stain the less it
will penetrate the wood. Reduced penetration is
what makes gel stains a wise choice for wood
carvings.

If you have a solid piece of wood with a lovely
grain pattern which you wish to empkhasize, you
need not use stain at all. We have all seen
carvings that would have looked a lot better if
stains had been used to blend the laminations
and help hide imperfections in the wood. In
addition and equally important is the way end
grain soaks up stain. Wood carvings and turned
objects are mostly end grain and when we use
penetrating stains they end up looking blotchy.
Gel stains do not penetrate so no blotching will
result. The thicker the gel the less it will
penetrate.

The traditional method for reducing blotching is
to apply a thinned finish before applying stain.
Manufacturers sell thinned finishes with names
such as "prestain", "wood conditioner" and "stain
controller". These partially stop up or seal end
grain in wood. The problem with using these is
that it’s difficult to know how much to apply.
Too little on any given part and it will still blotch.
Too much and you will seal wood entirely and

not get stain penetration at all. Thick gel stains

won'’t penetrate deep into the wood no matter
how much stain you apply, so little blotching will
occur.

CHOOSING AND APPLYING A GEL STAIN
Gel stains differ in thickness and thus their ability
to penetrate. The thickest and the one |
recommend is WOOD-KOTE. I bought mine at
Lansing Building Supply. You can brush, wipe or
spray on, then wipe almost all off. Do this fairly
rapidly, and wipe with the grain. Don’t use with
a paint thinner. 1 would recommend choosing a
color close to the color of the wood you are
using, rather than trying to darken basswood to
look like walnut. When this first coat has dried
you can add additional coats to problem areas
only, (i.e. knots, sap streaks and glue joints).
When completely dry you can apply any finish
you wish depending on degree of lustre wished
for.

Joe Dampf

THE WOOD SHOW

Markham, Ont. - Sept. 9-10-11, 1994
The former Pickering Wood Show has been
relocated to the Markham Fair Grounds on
McGowan Ave., well north of #7 Highway. This
new site has more space, three buildings worth.
Parking is still free but no apparent public
transportation as far as I could see, anyway its
brighter, easier to move about in and has larger
display areas. All buildings are in close proximity
to each other.

First up who do I see but another OWCA
member, Mr. Chip Carver himself, Dennis Moor.
He was promoting a new product, a new tool for
chip carvers. It’s sheets of design transfers,
mostly of the designs in Wayne Barton’s books.
They will save time, be more accurate and boy! I
bet less tedious; as well as not pricking your
finger constantly with those dividers or compass
points. Drawing up the designs for a chip carving
project used to make me feel like I was back in
geometry class drawing those arcs and bisecting
this line at such a point on that line, or
measuring millimetres till my eyes started to
cross, with a dull pencil most of the time too.



Sometimes holes from the compass points got so
large... well you had to incorporate them into the
design. It sure took some of the enthusiasm out
of chip carving for me... maybe now I'll just get
myself a bunch of those transfers and if I can
remember where | stored all those plates and
boxes that I bought when I first got enthused
about chip carving, but put aside when I found all
that measuring and drawing that goes into the
intricate chip carving patterns became so
tiresome. Could be just the ticket to get the
Wannabe enthused again!

Next display I found was Can-do books, which
seems to be at most of the shows that I frequent
- not only books on woodworking, but also a
good selection on almost any subject. Proprietor
Stan.. he wannabe backyard stonemason or an
explanation of Celtic art design. Oh, he has lots
of woodcarvings also.

Birds Eye Centre carvers were responsible for
running the carving competition. There were
some excellent carvings in the competition and
with more categories than usually are found at
this type of show. One problem though, seems to
be not enough carving entrants for a show of this
size. I saw our own Mike Savage casting a
"jaundiced eye" over the entrants in his capacity
as a show judge along with another well known
expert carver and teacher, Hal McGray.

Chain Saw Carving, now if the "Better Half"
thinks I make a mess with wood chips flying all
over the place, boy she should see what Peter
Mogensen of Mount Forest, Ontario can do in a
short time. Excellent work though... really liked
the bears that he was working on and others that
he had on display. Gee, a coffee table, consisting
of a little bear on his back with his feet up in the
Mr supporting a heavy glass table top... even
looks better than the "Wagon Wheel" coffee table
that appeals to a lot of guys. You know the one,
its currently being shown in the LEON's
commercial on TV. Naturally the "Better Half"
in the commercial didn’t like the wagon wheel
coffee table idea anymore than mine did. 1
suggested that rather than an upside down bear

for a table, I could attempt a carving based on
"Bandit", our English Bulldog. Well that
suggestion didn’t even rate a reply! So, no
"Wannabe" finely crafted conversation piece for
our living room, least wise that’s the way I
interpreted the "look" that ended the conversation
about coffee table design with the "Better Half".

The excellent boomerang display by Show
producer John Cryderman was very informative
and interesting. I didn't realize the many steps
that goes into the manufacture of a boomerang.
From cutting the logs and selecting the wood, to
drying, further cutting into strips, then laminating,
shaping and more drying, steaming, molding,
contouring and more sanding, then steamed
tuned, field tested, weighted and measured and,
at long last, you have a true returning
boomerang. Another thing, would you believe
there are right and left hand boomerangs as well?
Now that I have all this info about boomerangs,
there is still the one question that has always
baffled me. Nope it’s not how do you throw it,
but when you do know how to throw it properly,
and the "Better Half" says clean this room up and
dispose of the mess, hcw do you get rid of
boomerangs? You can’t just throw them away!
Maybe Mr. Cryderman will just have to open up
a home for old unwanted boomerangs.

Carving tools were not that plentiful, more
woodworking power tools, etc. Got a bit of a
laugh when I overheard a conversation between
two gentlemen standing by a display of hand
tools. One was remarking about the apparent
low quality of some of the chisels on display, the
other chap said yep... they don’t make em like
they used to... why my father had a favourite

chisel that was so good he had it for about 35

years! Yep he said, my Dad told me he only
replaced the handle three times and blade twice
in all the time he had it. Hmmm... you see
anything wrong with that logic?

Seminars were ongoing throughout the three days
of the show such as, Dennis Moor on Chip
Carving, John Cryderman on Boomerangs, others
on Woodturning for the novice, duplicate



Woodi..iing, Intarsia and Tole Painting, so you
had many from which to choose.

A fair selection of wood, suitable for carving and
the needs of other woodworking hobbyists was on
sale at the Exotic Woods Inc. of Burlington, Ont.
booth.

Show rating - much better than the shows held in
Pickering the past few years - and should
continue to improve as it now has better facilities
to work with, but, Markham needs better signage
as to the location of their Fair Grounds... its not
located in the centre of the town of Markham as
it was some years ago and | saw no sign
indicators directing me to the Fair Grounds,
other than what the Wood Show producers
themselves provided. All in all, I'll keep this
show marked on my calendar for next year.

A. Wannabe Woodcarver

Once again I have to bore you with my limited
ability to write an essay regarding this year’s
show. There are a few things that I would have
done a little differently if this was next years
show. To make sure that I reached all of the
members, | would have included, in June’s
Newsletter, the form for the show banquet and
seminar. [ would have shouted louder and earlier
for volunteers. I still need people to assist on the
floor and the competitions. If anyone would like
to help, I would appreciate it. I need about
eighteen volunteers and so far I have nine. The
tables are all gone except eight or eleven. |
haven’t heard back from a couple of companies
that usually take three. Most of the companies
have given the prizes that they have given in
previous years except we haven’t heard from
Ashley Isles. We have picked up one or two new
ones and I hope to hear from a few others that
expressed interest in helping us. I just came back
from a wildlife show in Elora where I was able to
interest a couple of carvers to take a few tables.
We have a lot of seats left for the seminar, but
one club booked ten. If we hear from some
other clubs, it won’t take long to fill up. One of

our members, a lovely lady, mentioned that she
couldn’t be away from her table for the duration
of the seminar - four hours. Some members are
doing the buddy system and are looking after the
next table while they are at the seminar. The
following day they are alternating.

The banquet this year is still not full, but it looks
like a really good menu which is: Roast Sirloin
of Beef: Choice of gravy - Red Wine Sauce or
Chasseur Sauce: Canneloni with Tomato Sauce;
Roasted Spring Chicken: Roasted Potatoes;
Whole green beans with almonds; Salad Maison;
Relish Trays: Rolls & Butter; Dessert Custard
Slices; Cream Eclair: Carrot Cake: Cream Slices;
Fruit Tarts; Coffee Squares; Venetian Cream
Hornes & Fresh Fruit.

To top it off, Min. Wax has given us eighteen
individual litres of different stains as prizes to
draw for at the banquet ($15 a litre). Anyone
that would like to put their name on the list for
the banquet call me - I don’t mind taking your
calls after midnight as I don’t have an answering
machine.

We have done a first this year - by having a
raffle. There are five prizes, the #1 of which is
an original painting, which was seen by some of
the members at a previous meeting. The other
prizes are a Wood Carving Bench and three
wood carvings. We are hoping to sell all the
tickets between now and the show. I hope you
all enjoy the show this year.

Don Martin

As we quickly close in on the Annual Carving
Show there are many last minute jobs that have
to be done. During our monthly meeting on
September 19 at York Mills Collegiate, 1 had
every intention to call for volunteers to help lay
out the show tables and also volunteers to help
close down the show. This was not done and I
would now like to ask members who wish to
volunteer their assistance to do these jobs if they
would please phone me at (905) 886-2089 so that
I can list their names. YOUR HELP WOULD BE
GREATLY APPRECIATED.



ARTICLES ON SALE

OWCA will have a table at the show with articles
for sale. We intend to offer our sweatshirts with
logo on back and carving beaver on front, our T-
shirts with logo crest on the left side above the
heart and we still have caps available. Further,
the table will feature the 1995 Decoy Calendar
which displays 12 magnificent carved ducks in full
colour. A hard cover book, TRADITIONS IN
WOOD, a show special, will also be offered. We
will also have, on display, a book titled DECOYS.
This is a 120 page book with 90 full colour
photos of the Ward World Championship
carvings as photographed by Ernie Sparks.
Orders for this book will be taken at the show to
make the book available for Christmas.

SHOW AD

Our brochures advertising the 15th Annual Show
by OWCA have been forwarded to 24
newspapers. 18 TV stations: 55 radio stations: 135
community papers; libraries in Toronto, North
York, Scarborough and Markham; all major fire
stations in Southern Ontario: carving classes and
community centres in the Metro Toronto area.
I would appreciate if our members couid jot
down any reference with source that you might
hear on radio or TV and any clippings from local
newspapers. It has become increasingly expensive
to provide this coverage and it would be helpful
if we were aware of any results in our effort to
advertise the show. When you attend the show,
bring along any information that you may have
gathered and deposit it in the drop box provided.
Many thanks on behalf of the Executive and
myself.

I wish to thank our President, Jim McGowan, for
all his efforts in producing our September
newsletter. I know that he has asked for a
volunteer to take over the newsletter and up to
this time we have not had any reply that might
provide us with a news editor. Jimmy’s actions
produced a good newsletter for September with
pictures of our in-house carving competition and
articles to peak the members’ interest. He
mailed the newsletters out early so that he could
take a holiday in Scotland in the latter part of

10

August. 1 rushed my article to him and was
surprised to see him sitting in front of a
typewriter pecking away without any assistance.
He not only took all of the pictures of the ribbon
winners for the newsletter, he labelled, enclosed
renewal notices, stuffed envelopes, licked them
closed, added stamps and mailed the 450
newsletters to members and associates.
Members: This is not a one man show! We
must support this club! If it means that we
require a newsletter committee to provide us with
the rewsletter tiien lets call for a committee to
do the job. In the meanwhile, Jim McGowan
deserves a hearty vote of thanks from all of us for
his tireless effort on our behalf.

Jim Craig

CARVING EVENTS 1994
October 15 & 16 Scarborough, ON
The 15th Annual OWCA Woodcarving Show
held at the Malvern Centre. For information
contact: Jim McGowan at (416) 755-5683 or Don
Martin at (519) 843-6309

October 22 Peterborough, ON
Peterborough & District Woodcarvers Show held
at the Adam Scott Collegiate, 378 Downie St.,
Peterborough. For information contact: Gary
Seymour at (705) 743-7769.

October 29 Bowmanville, ON
At the Lion’s Hall in Bowmanville from 9:00 a.m.
to 4:00 p.m. Contact Kurt Franke, R.R. 4,
Cobourg, Ont. K9A 4J7. Phone (416) 372-7560.

November 11 - 13 Brantford, ON
Annual Brantford Wood Show at Brantford &
District Civic Centre, Market St. S. Includes

wildfowl & carving competition. Call Paul
Fulcher (519) 449-2444, fax (519) 449-2445.

November 13 Oshawa, ON
Fifth annual show, sale, competition sponsored by
Brooklin Woodcarvers, Northview Senior Citizens
Centre, 150 Beatrice St. East, Contact: Bob
Sonley, 39 Scott St., Whitby, Ontario, Canada
LIN 312, (905) 723-9641; George Austen, 576-
7473, or Larry Skuratow, 728-1996.



CARVING COMPETITION

OPEN TO ALL
NO FEE

CATEGORIES

Realistic Human Bust or Figure
Caricature; Human or Animal
Realistic Animal

Realistic Aquatic Marine Life
Chip Carving

Relief Carving any Subject
Decorative Realistic Waterfowl
All Other Birds

Woodbuming any Subject

10 Stylized or Abstract any Subject
11 Miscellaneous

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

Each category has 2 classes NOVICE and OPEN

NOVICE means anyone who has never won Ist place in any carving competition.
RIBBONS awarded in both novice and open for 1st, 2nd, 3rd and 4th place,
PRIZES will be awarded for all 1st, 2nd and 3rd places.

i SPECIAL PRIZES will be awarded as follows:

I BEST OF SHOW

2 MOST IMAGINATIVE
3 MOST PROMISING

4 BEST TABLE

MAXIMUM OF: 3 entries per carver in the entire competition.
2 entries per carver in any one category.

All entries must have been carved within the last 3 years.

JUDGES: Warren G. Van Every and Paul Burdette
JUDGES DECISION IS FINAL

To enter your carvings in the competition, Please bring them for registration to the Malvern Centre during the
following times.

Friday aftemoon October 14th  2.00pm to 9.00pm
Saturday morning October 15th  8.00am to 10.00am

Winning carvings will be on display for the entire two day show.




Te his herrer, Dr. Jekyll realizes he has
turned himself into a Wocdcarver.




