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Date of Next Meeting
Monday, January 16, 1995
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Where We Meet
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Mills Collegiate Institute 490 York Mills
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Bayview and Leslie.

It can be reached via TTC from the York

~ Mills Station and there is plenty of free

parking.
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President’s/Editor’s Report

In this, the first Newsletter of 1995, I and all of
the Executive wish you continued happiness and
great carving projects for this bright new year.

In reflection I would like to thank some special
people that OWCA has on their membership list
and who continue to do many thankless jobs that
make our monthly meeting most interesting and
informative to the general membership. To
Howard Greenaway and his lovely bride Vickie
who look after our library and make available
these books to the membership and also bring the
P.A. System to the meetings. To Dave Tait who
ran his first "In-House" competition during the
November meeting. To Joe Dampf who did the
photography at the November in-house
competition and which appear in this issue of our
Newsletter and still finds time to be a regular
contributor to this Newsletter. To Lewis Cohen
who over the years has looked after the caffeine
craving of our members at our regular meetings
and other functions such as our Annual Show as
well as putting on a great spread this past
December meeting as he has done in the past.

To all of the present and past Executive Officers
who have given up their time and energies to

make this Association so successful - where would
we be without them? To all the editors who send
me copies of their Club’s Newsletters, as best as
I can, I try to list their Club’s shows as they come

up.

To the not so ordinary members like Bernie Isles
who was the Editor for a long time and has really
given me great support and encouragement to
carry on this Newsletter, to Chris Parkes who
supports all of the Executive and continues to
help whenever and wherever she is asked and
also to Annie Horbal, our past recording
secretary and I wish her well in any future
endeavours.

Thanks to Al-The-"Badgeman" and Bertram
Sturrup who did the job before Al, it’s great to be
greeted by them before the start of each meeting.
I know that T have most likely missed some
people that I should have thanked but to all
members who continue to support us in the past,
[ speak for all the Executive and we thank you
for your support in the past and trust that we will
continue to earn your respect and trust for this
New Year of 1995.

ONTARIO WOOD CARVERS ASSOCIATION

Membership Application
The membership fee is currently $25 per
year, payable with this application, and
includes a sub-scription to the Ontario
Wood Carvers Newsletter. Renewal is on
the anniversary of joining and is indicated
on the mailing label.

application to:

Please make cheques payable to: Ontario
Wood Carvers Association and send with

GORDON PATERSON
50 LADYSBRIDGE DRIVE
SCARBOROUGH ONT.
M1G 3H7

Name New 0O Renewal 0O
Address
City Province Postal Code

Home Phone

Business Phone

COVER: "DRACULA" carved by David Marsh - winner in intermediate general class at the November

In-House Carving Competition.



Jim Sprankle Painting Seminars

Any member interested in attending this very
popular seminar is asked to forward their deposit
and post-dated cheques made payable to "The
Ontario Woodcarvers Association". The cost of
this seminar is $200.00 with a $50.00 deposit
before February 1, 1995. Please forward your
applications to Chris Parkes, 4 Strudelle St.,
Apt. 502, Scarborough M1J 1Z6, telephone
(416) 267-4490. Chris is looking after this
seminar while Heinz Nepaszing is enjoying the
delights of the sunny south. Remember, OWCA
will require 26 plus participants to have this
seminar. The dates again - April 8th - 9th, 1995
at Williams Brothers Co., 980 Tapscott Rd.,
Scarborough. A list of materials required will be
supplied before the seminar.

8
1995 OWCA Annual Show

The date of the 1995 Annual Show will be
Saturday and Sunday, October 14th & 15th, 1995
at the Scarborough Malvern Community Centre,
Sewells Road and Nelson Road. This year’s
coordinator will be George Baker, our Treasurer
who will work in conjunction with the Show
Director. In the past, this has been a great show
and competition and we should really come alive
in '95. George will need lots of help - please be
one of the first to volunteer. This show cannot
be a one or two person show. George’s
telephone number is listed on the inside cover of
this Newsletter.

by O

A new supply of "Round Too-its"
have arrived at the home of the
President. Anyone who has been
putting off work for O.W.C.A.,,
until they got a "Round Too-it"
now have no excuse for further
procrastination.

I am in receipt of a letter from Dave Eadie, our
worldwide ambassador. After spending some
time in Colombia, South America, he and his
wife are currently in Bacolod, Philippines

assisting a Handicraft Company that make a wide
variety of ornaments and furniture out of coconut
shells. They will be in the Philippines for a
month and then on to India for 4 weeks. He
hopes to be back in Canada and hopes to make
our February meeting. I will bring Dave’s letter
to the next meeting and if any members would
like to read it, just ask yours truly.

by

Just a reminder: Dues! Dues! Dues! If your
address label is highlighted in red its time to send
your renewal to Gord Paterson, membership
convenor. In each issue of the Newsletter we
print a renewal application for your convenience.

o8
Letter Received by Jim McGowan

Nov. 27, 1994
Dear Sirs:

[ am sorry to trouble you, but I would like
to make an inquiry. I am a serious collector of
folk art Nativities. 1 have nearly 200 sets, many
of them made by noted artisans from throughout
the world. I am currently doing research and
plan to write a book on Nativities including how
they reflect different cultures.

I wrote to the Canadian Embassy to
inquire how I might make contact with artists or
associations in Canada that could put me in
contact with someone who creates Nativities. So
I am writing to ask you if you could assist me in
any way. Are there members in your association
who carve Nativities or who might be inclined to
create one? If not, are there any other artisans
or associations you might refer me to? Could
you give me any references for Quebec? 1
understand Port Joli is a woodcarving centre.

[ do have a Canadian Nativity in my
collection -- carved by a folk artist in Nova
Scotia. I would like to acquire another nice
piece. So I would appreciate any assistance you
could kindly give me. Thank you for your
attention.

Sincerely,

Jim Govan

3619 No. Nelson St.

Arlington, Virginia 22207 U.S.A.



Belt-Grinder Construction Seminar

Further to the announcement at the December meeting regarding the proposal to hold a seminar on the
assembly of a Dampf-style belt grinder, preparations are now underway. The date of the seminar has been
put back until May 13-14th in order to have sufficient time for members to obtain the necessary materials.

The seminar will be held at the Williams Brothers Co., 980 Tapscott Rd., Scarborough on Sat. May 13th
and Sun. May 14th. Included in your January Newsletter is a list of materials for the belt-grinder. Most
of the equipment is readily available at building material and hardware stores, however, two important
items which are not so easy to find are the "Cam follower bearing" and the "driving pulley". Investigations
are taking place to find a supply outlet for these parts and members will be notified as they become
available. Ideal for the cam follower bearings are flat "roller-skate wheels" and if any members can suggest
where we can get some this would be most helpful. Three pairs of skates would yield 24 wheels; just about
our requirement. The motor for the project can be single or double shafted and should be in the 1750
r.p.m. range.

Joe Dampf and Ron Stuart will be on hand at the January meeting to answer any questions members may
have.

This is an all-volunteer event and there will be no charge, however, only paid-up members of OWCA will
be eligible and the seminar will be limited to 25 people actually building grinders. Anyone else who wishes
to attend and observe is welcome. It is estimated the cost of the materials, not counting the motor, will
be around $50.00.

Following the successful construction of the belt-grinders, seminars will be held to guide members in the
skills of gouge and knife sharpening.

Ron Stuart

Material List

Main body of grinder 3/4" plywood

Hinged lamp holder 3/8" plywood

Belt rest 3/4" pine or spruce

Tool rest Softwood base as required.

Oak flooring.
Plastic lid or vacuum cleaner 2" to 1" reducer with 1" diameter
trimmed to 1/4" length.
Upper arm 3/4" hardwood preferred.
2" diameter cam follower bearing or roller skate wheel.
2, 3" spring loaded gate hinges.

Motor 1/6 to 1/3 hp, 1750 rpm double shaft with long work arbor.
Belt drive pulley 1 3/4" hardwood, such as maple.

Lamp 75 watt reflector flood in ceramic lampholder on octagonal box.
Grinding belt 1" X 42" 60 grit.

Buffing wheel 6" X 1 1/2" (or 2, 3/4") sewn cloth (or felt, if preferred).



FINISHING WOOD CARVINGS - #2

Wax and Wood Carvings

For centuries wax has been used as a finish and
polish on carvings. Despite its long use, its a
misunderstood material. It is over represented
for its protective ability and water resistance by
manufacturers of furniture polishes.

Wax is solid at room temperatures. It is made
into a liquid or paste by dissolving it in paint
thinner, a petroleum distillate. Soon after you
apply wax to wood, the thinner evaporates and
the wax returns to a solid form. A thick layer of
solid wax is too soft to be functional as a finish.
Its dull and marks easily. to make it useful you
must rub off all that is not actually stuck to the
surface.

Wax as a Finish

The problem with using wax as a finish is that if
offers almost no protection against water damage,
or moisture exchange between wood and the
atmosphere. A drop of water left on a wax finish
for even a few seconds penetrates and causes a
dull smudge. Even a buffed out wax finish is too
thin to keep water from penetrating. Although
wax is a poor protective finish for wood furniture,
it can be a good choice for wood carvings that
will not be handled much. Wax darkens wood
less than any other finish.

Types of Wax

All commercially made furniture waxes result in
qualities similar to natural beeswax. Beeswax was
used in the past not because it was better, but
because it was the only wax available. Once wax
has been applied and the excess removed, the
hardness, water repellency, scratch resistance and
gloss is much the same with all types.

How to Choose

Furniture waxes differ in color and workability.
Use of coloured waxes on bare carvings should be
used on an experimental basis only. Too much
color will end up in cracks and rough areas to be
attractive. The speed of the solvent evaporation
in these prepared finishes determines how long to
wait before removing excess wax.

How to Apply

Wax is very easy to apply - the effort comes in
buffing off the excess. To apply wax, put a lump
of paste wax on a cloth, wrap the cloth around
the wax and press just hard enough so that the
wax seeps through and coats the surface. Cover
the surface entirely, but deposit as little wax as
possible. If you use a brush, be careful to use as
little wax as you can. When this applied wax has
dulled due to evaporation, buff off all wax. At
any point, if you have problems you can apply
more wax (which will soften the existing wax), or
you can remove all the wax by wiping with paint
thinner.

The two biggest problems in applying paste wax
are smears and streaks. Smearing is caused by
continuing to buff with a cloth that is already
loaded with wax, instead change to a clean cloth
often. Streaking is caused by the wax having
hardened too much before buffing. Simply rebuff
using paint thinner only to dampen cloth.
Excessive buffing will create too high a shine for
most carvings. You will have to repeat the wax
finish every year due to evaporation and the
wood absorbing the wax. All in all a good finish
on carvings that won’t be touched much - and

very easy to apply.

Joe Dampf



OLD AND NEW OWCA SHOWS

First let me say that I personally have enjoyed all
past OWCA shows, and I am really looking
forward to the 95 show.

However I must admit that I was astounded to
read some of the comments in the November 94
issue of the OWCA Newsletter about our annual
carving show.

I wouldn’t bother the reader with my views
except that I feel there should be an attempt to
put a damper on the confusion that seems to
surround it.

OWCA has been putting on shows of all kinds
for the past 15 years, the biggest of course being
the CNE. Many of us have been involved one
way or another with them and all of us have
benefitted from the experience. Each time a
show finishes, lessons are learned and
refinements are made.

I was therefore amazed to read an article in the
November 94 issue entitled THOUGHTS
ARISING FROM THE 1994 OWCA
WOODCARVING SHOW.

This article appeared to me, and I may be
completely wrong, to be a numbered list of NEW
thoughts put forward by the writer for use in
future shows.

If I am correct in my assumption about the
article, then as far as I can see only thought
numbers 10 & 12 are new ideas and I will leave
future committees to decide on their usefulness.

All the other thoughts mentioned, have been
considered before, and here are a few comments
about them.

I will not repeat each thought as listed in the
November 94 Newsletter but a brief title and
thought number from the article is given above
each comment for your reference.

Winners Names (ref) 2 & 3
Acknowledgements To Carvers (ref) 4
Use of Audio System (ref) 5

New Show Committee (ref) 6

Table Name Tags (ref) 8

MC & Prizes (ref) 9

Vendor Prizes (ref) 11

Floor plan & Carvers list (ref) 13
OWCA Booth (ref) 14

All of these thoughts are standard things that
have always been aimed at, and for the most part
achieved, in past OWCA annual shows.

FEES (ref) 1

Entry fees, table fees, competition fees, vendor
fees etc. have always been considered by the show
committee in the early stages of organizing a
show. The final decision is based on the funds
available and whether the show should make
money, break even or be subsidized by the club.

If the desire is to make money, and fees are
raised too high, the opposite effect will occur.
For example there could be less entries in the
competition, fewer carvers may book tables,
public attendance might be down and vendors
would argue that it is not worth it.

Therefore very careful consideration must be
given to this problem prior to every show before
the fees are decided upon.

MARQUETRY & INTARSIA (ref) 7 & 17

OWCA has always had a close relationship with
the Marquetry Society, and they are usually
invited to OWCA shows.

However they have in the past preferred to run
their own competition with their own judges etc.,
even though they appeared with OWCA in the
same show. For this reason it would seem that a
panel for Marquetry is not needed on the OWCA
trophy.



1. John Reusch

4. Tom Aikenhead

§ ' 5. Emie Bojandski
2, Bob McCleave |

3. Art Horton 6. Tibor Csonka



8. Chris Parkes 11. David Marsh
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13.  Ab Heller

15.

14. Rohm Kent

Emie Bojandski

16.

Ab Heller



18.  Doug Ferguson

17 Ed Holland



Wood burning met stiff opposition when it was
first proposed to be part of the OWCA carving
competitions, but was finally accepted as many
OWCA members were involved in it. Now that
Intarsia is more popular than it was, its relevance
in a woodcarving competition should now be
decided by the show committee, and there is
room on the trophy for an Intarsia panel if
required.

SHOW LOCATION (ref) 15

The search for the ideal location has been going
on for years. There may still be a better place to
hold the show but if it is moved too often the
public will get a little tired of trying to keep up
with it.

THE OWCA SHOW (ref) 16

I agree completely with all the sentiments
expressed under this number, and in an attempt
to prevent the repetition of old problems I
compiled a book of all the happenings, forms,
tags, etc. used in the 93 OWCA show and gave it
to the executive for the use of future show
committees if they wanted it.

In conclusion let me say that I am sure that the
writer of these thoughts did so with the very best
intentions. Discussion about shows has been
going on since we started and so it should, but
please let it be about NEW IDEAS and not
about things that have been in effect for a long
time.

In order to avoid such repetition I propose that
a basic set of procedures, tags, forms, etc.,
approved by the Executive should be set up now
and KEPT to by all future OWCA annual show
committees.

Additions and changes based on new conditions
and options could be added each year if
necessary.

If this method were to be adopted it would
enable all members to organize shows with less
chance of missing any of the tried and true parts
of a show.

It would also make it easier for new members to
take on the task of running the next show and
with standard tags, labels, forms, etc., larger
quantities could be printed and used year after
year.

While I am on the subject of the OWCA show,
here are a couple of comments about Jim Craig’s
report in the November Newsletter. Jim, of
course, worked as hard as anyone on the show
but he felt a little depressed at the results. This
I think is quite normal, I know I have felt the
same way after many other shows.

It seems to me that there are two main ways that
the show can be handled.

1. A CLUB show, with a few vendors and
other clubs invited, this is what we have at the
Malvern Centre. With this approach even with
extensive advertising our attendance is mostly
limited to those who are interested in
woodcarving and numbers will seem to be low.
However we do have complete control of the
entire show and we do enjoy ourselves talking to
other enthusiasts who visit.

Z An AFFILIATED show, here we are part
of a much larger show, such as the CNE or the
Hobby Show or a Wood Show. The attendance
will be much higher, the last CNE woodcarving
show drew over 20,000 in its 3 week run.
However we do lose some control over things and
must always rely on the good will of the main
show organizers.

OWCA has been successful with both approaches
and I am sure that whatever we do in the future
we will, with the FULL participation of our
membership be successful one again.

So cheer up Jim, there is a new OWCA show
coming up and I know it will be great, as always.

Bernie Iles



1995 CARVING EVENTS

February 17-19 -- London, Ontario. Eighth
annual Forest City Wood Show and Carving
Competition sponsored by The London
Woodcarvers Guild and The Forest City Wood
Show. Contact Phil Orchard, 460 Alston Rd.,
London, Ont. N6C 3B9 (519) 681-3106.

February 25 -- Roseneath, Ontario. Tenth annual
show of Northumberland Woodcarvers Club.
Contact Don Colyer, Box 68, Harwood, Ont. KOK
2HO (905) 342-2964.

April 7 - 9 -- Kitchener, Ontario. Sixth annual
Central Ontario Wildfowl Woodcarving
Competition at Bingeman Park. Contact Grand
Valley Woodcarvers, PO Box 25011, Hiway
Market Postal Outlet, Kitchener, Ont. N2A 4AS.

March 3 - 5 -- Ottawa, Ontario. 7th annual
Capitol Carving Championships sponsored by the
Outaouais Carving Club; Ottawa Civic Centre,
Lansdowne Park. Friday 1-9, Saturday 10-6,
Sunday 10-5. Contact: Cryderman Productions
Inc., 136 Thames St., Chatham, Ont. N7L 2Y8;
(516) 351-8344; Fax (519) 351-8345. Valley
Woodturners woodturning competitions.

April 7 - 9 -- Kitchener, Ontario. Third annual
carving competition at Bingeman Park sponsored
by Owls Nest Carving Club held in conjunction
with K&W wood show. No birds accepted in this
competition. Clare Wiechers, 605 Frederick St.,
Kitchener, Ont. N2B 2A8 (519) 742-7632.

April 22 -- Belleville, Ontario. Eighth annual
woodcarving show, sale and wildfowl carving
competition sponsored by Quinte Woodcarvers
Assn., Loyalist College, Wallbridge and Loyalist
Rds. Contact Jerry Mann (613) 968-6670 or Ian
Dallas (613) 478-5952.

May 6 - 7 -- Hamburg, N.Y. Ninth annual
SouthTowns Woodcarvers’ show (nonjuried) at
Creative Arts Bldg., Erie County Fairgrounds.
Contact Ken Kohl, 13067 W. Main St., Alden,
N.Y. 14004 (716) 937-3228.

September 8 - 10 -- Markham, Ontario. 7th
annual Central Ontario Carving Championships
sponsored by Birdseye Centre Carving Club:
Markham Fairgrounds, McCowan Rd. Friday 1-
9, Saturday 10-6, Sunday 10-5. Contact
Cryderman Productions Inc., 136 Thames St.,
Chatham, Ont. N7L 2Y8; (516) 351-8344; Fax
(519) 351-8345. Woodturners Guild of Ontario
woodturning competitions.



MAYBE IT'S CONTAGIOUS - MY
“LAZY EYE"

HAS SPREAD TO
THE REST OF
MY BODY.
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