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PLEASE NOTE

Date of Next Meeting
Monday, December 11, 1995

7:30 p.m. SHARP
YORK MILLS COLLEGIATE

This is our Annual Christmas
meeting with a delicious buffet put
on by Lewis Cohen and Jim Craig.
The food will be free but as usual,
coffee is 50¢.

It is also Show and Tell night, so if
you have a carving you are working

on, bring it to the meeting and show
off a little.
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EDITOR’S REPORT

| would like to take this opportunity to express my
thanks to the members who sent cards and
expressed their personal well wishes to me. Thank
God | am getting stronger and once | get my weight

back | should be as good as new. On a personal
note, | would just like to wish all the members a very
Merry Christmas, Happy New Year and wonderful
Holiday Season.

PRESIDENT’S REPORT

Well our November 20th General Meeting and In-
house Competition has come and gone, time surely
does not stand still. Once again, the carvings in our
competition were of an excellent quality, making the
judging by those in attendance a very difficult task.
| would like to thank all those who entered into the
competition as it showed the skill and craftsmanship
of the woodcarving being done in the OWCA club.

| would like to thank Dave Tait and his many
volunteers who, by setting up and working together
made our In-house Competition a great success.

At our next General Meeting on December 11th at
York Mills Collegiate, we will be having our
Christmas Get-Together, with a free Christmas Buffet
for all members, as well, free door prizes will be
drawn throughout the evening.

We are presently looking for a photographer who is
willing to donate his/her time taking pictures of
special OWCA events, eg. Wood Carving Shows, In-
house Competitions, and winning carvings. The film
and processing will be supplied by OWCA. Please
contact me or any member of the executive if you
are interested.

We are starting to plan for our 1996 Annual Wood
Carving Show, to be held on October 19th and 20th,
at the Malvern Recreation and Community Centre in
Scarborough. If you have any comments or ideas
to improve the show, please put these in writing and
give them to any member of the executive.

On behalf of the executive | would like to wish you
all a Merry Christmas and a New Year filled with
Happiness, Good Health and Prosperity.

November 20, 1995 In-house Competition Winners
(Pictures to appear in future issue)

Category - Novice Birds

Bill Downing ist
Jim Craig 2nd
Gene Kierhicki 3rd

Category - Novice General

Robert Patterson 1st
Alex Clement 2nd
Norm Greer 3rd

Category - Intermediate General

George Bolgin 1st
Hilda Kelly 2nd
Kevin Reid 3rd

Don Swenor
Category - Intermediate Bird
Don Allison 1st
Fred Gonder 2nd
Don Allison 3rd
Category - Advanced General
Lorraine Terene st
Gord Baker 2nd (TIED for Second)
Jan Oegema 2nd (TIED for Second)
Ted Fagan 3rd

Category - Advanced Bird

Bruce Fawcett 1st
Don Ferguson 2nd

Cover: "Blue Gills" by Jackie Rivard-Quine, winner in Novice Group #4



Director of Communications’ Report

This report comes direct to you from across Canada
- as | sit on Flight 961 heading to Calgary and then
onto Kelowna, B.C. At which time, | should be able
to complete my report for the November issue of
our Newsletter.

| thought | would be completely exhausted from my
participation in our Annual Show - all the hustle &
bustle that got us to the opening day. The rain and
cold that brought our lovely fall weather to a close -
the let downs of some show opening procedures
and we're up to bat with two strikes against us -
deficits on 1993 Show with attendance down,
deficits on 1994 Show with expenditures $3,000.00
over receipts, and "WHAMBO" we hit a home run!
"WOW" now instead of sitting here with my tail
between my legs I'm wide awake and full of ginger
and its 6:30 a.m. as we sail down the runway.

Reporting on the Show:

While under the direction of Jimmy McGowan as
President, the Executive appointed a Show
Committee and named our Treasurer, George
Baker, to be Chairman of this Committee - new rules
and regulations for competitors to competitions
were drafted and mailed to the membership and to
all carving clubs - articles for our raffle were being
solicited and listed when sufficient prizes were
acquired, raffle tickets were printed when we
received the license from the Province. These were
then mailed to all our members and a good majority
responded to get our Show on the road. Brochures
were printed and carvers were given our brochures
for distribution at many shows in Southern Ontario
such as Woodstock, Markham Fair, Dallington Park
Water-fowl Show, Kleinburg Binder Twine Festival,
International Wood Show and the many shows that
our Show Director, Don Martin could muster up for
our carvers to attend. Applications for carvers
tables were sent to all carving classes throughout
Southern Ontario. Peachy Chapman and George
Bolgin contacted carvers in the U.S.A. Radio, T.V.
and local newspapers were mailed out copies of the
Show brochures. Rick Brooker and Chris Parkes
offered us use of their fax machines to contact news
and media T.V. and Radio stations which saved
considerable money in mailing costs.

Lucky Door Prizes was a new added feature to our
Show and we asked our members for a donation of
a carving to provide the prizes. We required a
minimum of 16 to make an hourly door prize draw.

This we obtained but by about an hour before Show
time we received enough prizes to provide a lucky
draw every half hour. Some commercial prizes
were added and all told over 50 door prizes were
drawn and much to the delight of our patrons.
When a carving was won we would take the winner
and introduce him or her to the carver’s table. This
added to both the winner and the carver’s pleasure.
| wish to thank the following carvers for their
contribution - Don Allison, Bob Dick, E.G. Magee,
Chris Parkes, Don Swenor, Alex Clement, Vince
Clayton Videan, G. Turcott, Rick Brooker, George
Bolgin, Harry Harrison, Howard Greenaway, Amy
Joslin, Jack Lock, Don & Sue Jensen, Bud Smith, P.
Walker, Ed Holcman, Al Shewan, M. Lake, Jim
McGowan. This segment of the Show added a little
excitement to the affair. We had a few volunteers so
excited about the door prizes, they went out and
bought show tickets to get in on a change at
winning. One young girl, Andrea Clements who was
under 12, bought a ticket and won.

Show opener was Mayor Frank Faubert of
Scarborough. He drew the first door prize after
cutting the ribbon and announcing the opening of
the Show. Don Swenor presented the Mayor with a
carved bird feathered desk pen and holder. He
enjoyed visiting the carvers’ tables and viewed the
180 carvings in competition while waiting for the
feather being wood burned with his name and
political position as Mayor. This was then appliqued
to the desk set. He was delighted to be part of the
Show and also was amazed at the wonderful works
of the carvers.

Show competition was spectacular and the
Committee’s recommendation to bring the carvings
to the main floor area and keep all the carvings on
display until 4:00 p.m. on Sunday allowed for our
public to view all of the works of not just the winners
but everything that was placed in the competition.
Many thanks to our judges Al Glasford and Siggi
Buhler for a tough job of judging and to those
Committee members who recorded and helped in
the judging and placing of winners ribbons.

Special thanks to Ken Gordon our photographer
who, with his helpers Alex Clement and Bernie llses
& George Bolgin (my apologies if I'm wrong here)
took special care to photograph all the winners
carvings with their ribbons and a special thanks to
Rick Brooker who obtained photos of the Mayor



Director of Communications’ Report, Cont’d.

cutting the ribbon and for doing a random coverage
of carvers and their table displays. The raffle ticket
sales at the show helped with a great assistance
and | want to thank all our members who not only
sold raffle tickets but bought them as well. We had
some great prizes in the raffle and contributions
from carvers of their works were added to the draw.
The following could not be added to the raffle
tickets as we were limited to the 7 prizes under our
license but many, many thanks for their special
prizes of Relief Carvings of John Retchel, Bob Dick
and Lewis Cohen. That gave us 10 great prizes all
told and the lucky winners were as follows:

1. Ray Roberge, Markham, Ont. won Sears
Flex Shaft Rotary Tool

2. Jim Reinhart, Guelph, Ont. won Sears
Wet/Dry Vac

3. Gary Seguin, Guelph, Ont. won RYOBI
Carving Chisel (Electrical)

4, Ben Bentzen, Nepean, Ont. won a Painting

5, George Bolgin, Etobicoke, Ont. won George
& Helen Baker's Blue Wing Teal Duck on
Driftwood

6. John Loghlin, West Rouge, Ont. won
Earl/Shirl's 3 carving knives

7 Tim Lock, King City, Ont. won Gene's
Woodburning Transformer Control and Pen

8. Robert Gauthier, Laval, Quebec won John
Fletchel's Relief Carving

9. Ed Kaczmarzy, Scarborough, Ont. won Bob
Dick’s Relief Carving

10. Bill Fawcett, Scarborough, Ont. won Lewis
Cohen’s Solid Oak Foot Stool

Special thanks must be given to Bob Dick and his
gracious lady for their tireless efforts of serving
donuts, cookies, fruit, pop, tea and coffee to the
endless line-ups of carvers, volunteers and patrons
at our Show. You two proved to us that this
particular area of our Show needs constant
coverage and you gave and provided this with
dignity and class, | applaud you for a job not just
well done but beautifully done.

Before | close off, for this may turn out to be a
novel, | would like to thank the Towne Crier of
Richmond Hill for his timely appearance at our
Show. Also to a most masterful job or organizing
and control of the Show, our Treasurer, George
Baker. His guidance and endeavours allowed us to
keep within the limits of our finances and produce
a Show that requires the full co-operation of its
members to make it worthwhile. This George has
done as the proof will disclose in his financial report.
Another member who requires special recognition is
our President, Don Swenor. He mapped out and
guided the Show from the beginning to end. Once
he got the feel of the microphone in his hand he
became another Bing Crosbie or Frank Sinatra and
| honestly thought he would break out with a song.
At closing time, it took Howard Greenaway and
myself to hold Don while we unclasped his hand
from the microphone. To Don Martin for his running
all over Ontario locating Shows for our carvers to
appear at, the follow up of carving suppliers, wood
finishes (Min-wax) (Watco), etc. the contribution of
a wonderful painting from A. Newall, the endless
hours on the phone (when he’s not in jail) as
Sergeant of the Guards - much thanks for your
energy.

Special thanks to special people Howard
Greenaway, our librarian for setting up our P.A.
system and providing power to carvers who
required it. Wayne Barton, our special guest from
llinois, U.S.A. for his seminar. Joe Dampf, our local
sculptor and carver for his seminars. Gordon
Meinecke, owner of T.O.W. for his seminar and
display on tool sharpening. And to all the help from
so many of our carvers who volunteered to sell
tickets, provide security over competition carvings,
run errands, set up tables, take down tables, and do
whatever was required in making the 1995 Show a
complete knock-out. All my thanks.

J. Craig



Finishing Carvings - Key Concepts

Tools

3 Basic tools - a rag - a brush - a spray bomb or
spray gun. None of these are very complex. These
tools aren’t nearly as important as the finishing
materials themselves.

Change of State

A finish is a substance that changes from a liquid to
a solid. This is easy to understand, but is not
thought about when discussing finishing materials.
Qils like mineral and vegetable oils never solidify
and so continue to penetrate deeper and deeper
into the wood.

Sealing the Wood

The first coat of any finish seals the wood. All after
coats are top coats. You don't need to use shellac
or a special sealer to seal the wood before applying
a finish. Special sealers do not seal wood any
better than regular finishes. Sanding sealers make
sanding easier because they contain a soap like
ingredient. These are used to fill in pores of open
woods.

Finish as a Sealer

Thinning the first coat of a finish (wash coat) makes
it cure harder and faster so its easier to sand
sooner, and easier.

Types of Finishes

Stains: All finishes and stains can be grouped as
to type. Stain is a broad description. There are dye
stains, pigment stains, gel stains, oil stains, and
lacquer stains, each producing different but subtle
results on wood. Read the labels.

Clear Finishes

There is only one thing you can screw up in a finish
that’s not easy to fix. This is blotching. Blotching is
serious because it can’t be removed from the wood
except by carving or sanding to below where the
stain has penetrated. This is hard to do with
complex carvings. Blotching occurs when you
attempt to stain wood and the stain is absorbed
deeper in places on the carving, a real mess.
Blotching while staining is avoided by one of the
following methods.

1st - Use a Clear Finish

This can be used when carvings are clear of sap
stains, obvious laminations, knots, etc. | would
recommend not using high gloss finishes on
carvings. Its too much like furniture, too shiny, a
matte finish is best.

2nd - Using a Gel Stain

Gel stains, used properly, do not penetrate wood
deeply. They avoid blotching. | suggest not trying
to make basswood look like walnut. Try to match
the wood colour instead.

3rd - A Wash Coat of Finish

Its possible to think down a finish and apply all over
a carving, with an extra coat on the end grain. This
will help to even wood colour when you apply stain.

4th - A N.G.R. Dye Stain

Sprayed lightly on bare wood evens the colour, then
apply clear finish.

5th - Tone Wood After Sealing

First seal wood. Pigment stains do not have to
penetrate wood to harden. Pigment stains can be
thinned and brushed on and so used as a glaze.
First seal wood, then thin down pigment stain 50:50,
and brush all over carving. Then, while wet, wipe
most stain off and let dry. If you still see areas
where laminations, etc. still show, apply additional
light coats to these areas. When dry, apply finish
coats.

The Challenge of Finishing

Its the nature of handwork to make mistakes. Its
frustrating to spend days carving only not to be
satisfied with the finish. Clean cuts, smooth sanding
are essential prior to applying finish. Don't believe
everything you read on paint tins. Experiment on
scrap wood. Make a series of carving cuts then
apply finish. | can remember spending 300 hours
on a carving, then bleaching and finishing and
hating the results. | stripped all the finish off twice
before being happy with the result. So go for it.
Happy staining and finishing.

Joe Dampf
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