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EDITOR’S REPORT

All members are urged to bring one of their carvings
to the Show and Tell portion at our meetings. Inthe
past they have proved most interesting and they
help the new carvers.

Also now is the time to update your carving-show
calendars. The date of the Ontario Wood Carvers'
Association Annual Show is October 19th and 20th,
1996. The Show will again be held at the
Scarborough Malvern Centre. Show Chairman
George Baker and his committee promise to make
this year's Show a bigger and better show than last
year with new features and we hope new products
from the vendors. Remember, you the members
and your friends will make this show a success.

| am sorry to report that this will be the last
newsletter | will be doing. It would be greatly
appreciated if any article or letter was sent directly

to Don Swenor at 24 Rintella Crt., Scarborough,
Ont. M1P 3V5 (416) 757-7909. | have done the
Editor's task for a while and its really not a one-
man’s job. The support that | have received from
the Executive, past and present, has really been
great. Without their support and encouragement |
am not sure | could have continued. The regular
contributors that send me articles on a regular basis
have to receive my heartfelt thanks and
appreciation. Also, to my Typist, Christine who
does such a great job in correcting my spelling and
other mistakes | make. Our Printer, Kevin, also
does a great job in having the newsletter ready in
jig-time so that the members receive the newsletter
in good shape. Last but not least, you, the
member, for your understanding and support during
the past couple of years. Again | would like to wish
you all a Happy New Year, filled with happiness,
good health and lots of wood carving.

WOOD CARVING TOOLS

For some time now | have been asked a lot of
questions about tools. My 12 years of teaching, 25
years of carving, as well as 15 years of sharpening
have prompted me to write about this subject. The
following observations are personal and others may
disagree with me on soime of these points; but after
making many mistakes myself, | hope this article will
be of some benefit to others. There are 6 general
headings: Purchasing; Selection; Sharpening;
Honing; Maintenance; Tool Handling and Special
Tools.

Purchasing There are many makes available. A
few manufacturers have a limited number of shapes
and sizes. Forexample Marples, Footprint, Harmon,
Flextools, Buck Bros., etc. Company names such
as Henry Taylor, Dastra, Sculpture House, Swiss
Tools, Ashley lles, are available in many sizes and
an almost endless variety of shapes.

Shapes As a general rule avoid buying sets of
tools. A lot of sets contain shapes difficult to
sharpen and you will seldom use. Its better to buy
a few basic shapes and purchase new ones as you
go. Avoid heavy thick sculpting gouges, and all
tools that have a lot of steel in them. Check the
cutting ends and if they have short, thick bevels
don't buy them. These tools will require a lot of
grinding to be useful in carving the softer woods
most carvers like, such as Basswood, Butternut,
Catalpa, etc.

Most MARPLE'S TOOLS, some ASHLEY ILES, and
any of the inexpensive thick tools from the Orient
should not be purchased. | remember many years
ago while touring the Record Marples plant in
Sheffield England picking up a handful of finished
carving tocis from cie of their bins. They were
supposed to be all the same size and thickness, but
they were all different with many very thick ones.
Poor quality control! Also near the shank, some of
these were overly thin. | recall while using a mallet
on one of these Marple tools it actually bent double
on this thin spot.

Most carving tools are forged, that is they take a rod
or strip of steel and pound it into a certain size and
thickness. This is not an exact science but more of
an art. You want thinness and uniformity on the
cutting ends. | recently sharpened a new set of 19
Marples tools and they still are the same poor
quality after some 15 years!

When buying Vee or parting tools, check the inside
of the cutting edge. These inside edges (which are
all machined) should be very straight, without any
hollows or bumps. The very bottom of the Vee
should be angular and not rounded. This inside
grinding on all tools is very important for easy
sharpening.

Joe Dampf
Look in future editions for the balance of Joe’s
articles.



SPECIAL NOTICE

The May 27, 1996 Meeting will be held at Finch
Avenue Public School - 277 Finch Avenue East. In-
house carving competition will be April 15, 1996 at
York Mills Collegiate.

FOR SALE

Turkish Boxwood - contact Dale Sivell, Collingwood
(705)445-1287.

COMMUNICATIONS DIRECTOR’S REPORT

Members, its time to think about OWCA's 17th
Annual Show. | know its 8 months away but
preparations are here today and lets discuss our
raffle. First we must produce a prize list to obtain
our license before we can print tickets. Last year
we had prizes donated by Emerson Electric,
Earl/Shirl Enterprises, Gene’'s Woodcarving
Supplies, Ryobi of Canada, George & Helen Baker's
Mounted Bluewing Teal Duck, Don Martin and his
wife purchased an A. Newall Painting and donated
this to the raffle. Additional prizes were added but
by-laws would not allow us to apply these to the
listing on our tickets. We had 7 prizes listed on the
tickets but in effect we had 10 prizes in the draw,
with thanks to Bob Dick with a relief carving, John
Fetchel with a relief carving and Lewis Cohen with
a solid oak foot stool. When these prizes were put
on display at the Show thay nraduced a grest
amount of interest for our patrons and sales of raffle
tickets picked up. What really peaks the interest of
our patrons is the opportunity to win a carving
because that's the reason they attend our Show.
They come to see the Carvers and their carvings.
Your donations of carvings not only enhance our
display but your work becomes a keepsake prize for
any winner. So at this time, now that | have your
attention, could you or would you consider donating
a piece of your work to help us enhance this Show?
Your consideration would be greatly appreciated so
please call the writer or any member of the
Executive and allow us to list your name and your
artistic donation to our Annual Show.

Now that I've covered the Raffle Ticket situation, let
me move onto the lucky door prizes for our paying
patrons. As you know, last year was the first time
this had been added to the Show and from a good
number of comments it was a successful
endeavour. So lets do it again. Last year we
advertised that every hour we would have a lucky
draw, that meant we required 16 donations from
carvers to cover the 2 day event. Well by the time
of opening of the Show our donations doubled so
we gave our lucky door prizes every half hour. We
included some commercial donations of stains and
varnishes and by closing time we had provided to

over 50 lucky draw winners. This added portion
coupled with the announcements of seminars and
general information gave the Show a lively
atmosphere. When a patron won a lucky door prize
carving, we would take the person and their prize to
the table of the carver and introduce them to the
carver which added to the enjoyment of both the
winner and the donor. This year we would like to
duplicate this by asking our members to donate a
small carving to be used as a door prize. Once
again, a notice to the writer or a member of the
Executive Committee would be most appreciated.

Jim Craig

Show Brochures for the 1996 OWCA Show have
been printed and ready for distribution to the 20
some odd caiving classes in Southern Cniario.
Gord Patterson is printing some address labels for
the carving classes and these will be mailed out
shortly. There are a number of shows listed that
some of our members usually attend, such as The
Forestry Show at the Renaissance Hotel in Don
Mills, Northumberland Wood Carver Show in
Roseneath, Ont., The Hobby Show at the
International Centre, The Sportsman’'s Show at the
exhibition, The Wood Show at London, The Fine
Wood Crafts in Ottawa, The Wild Fowl
Championships at Kitchener, The Quinte
Woodcarvers in Belleville, The Rockton Wood Show
in Rockton or any of the shows that | have not
mentioned. If you attend any of these shows we will
be pleased to provide you with a number of our
show brochures to take with you for distribution at
your tables. Please call the writer of any member of
our Executive and we will see that you receive these
brochures.

Jim Craig



Guest Speaker a Big Hit at January Meeting!

David Tait introduced Mr. Allan Crawford (our T-shirt
supplier) who had known our guest speaker, Mr.
Kirk Wipper and could provide a more informative
introduction for our members. Mr. Wipper, a
professor at the University of Toronto is also the
Editor of a magazine called the Kanawa and he sits
on a board which will open the new Museum of
Canoes in Peterborough on May 11th of this year.
He provided our members with a memorable lecture
followed by a display of native carvings and a slide
projector display of canoes from around the world.
His photographs and displays gave the audience
more insight in the art of canoes than anyone could
imagine. Our first meeting of the year was a chilly
one and the heat in the auditorium at York Mills
Collegiate left a lot to be desired. Nevertheless, we
had 120 members in attendance and Kirk Wipper
was so interesting that | only saw one person leave
during his talk. That one person quickly returned
after a visit to the boy’s room. When Kirk had
finished his talk and presentation he asked if there
were any questions. | do believe he had covered
his topics so well that he left our members with

Golf Shirts, Tote Bags & Hats

We have golf shirts in all sizes from medium to 2XL
of 100% cotton with the OWCA monogram. These
shirts sold for $22.00 at our Annual Show. | must
clear the account with our supplier and so will
reduce these shirts to $18.00 to pay this bill. Tote
bags and Hats are $4.00 each.

Many of our members have requested the return of
both short sleeve t-shirts and the long sleeve sweat
shirts, both in pearl grey and white and | will leave
a notebook out for names and sizes and will order
these items as soon as I've paid my account.

Further, we will accept cheques made payable to
OWCA for any or all of your purchases.

J. Craig

nothing to ask. As | listened to this man talk | could
envision his lectures at the University having the
best attendance record of students with no
exceptions.

Kirk Wipper talked to Don Swenor with regards to
our members’ participation in a canoe motif carving
show for the opening of the Peterborough Museum
in May. As there is a carving club in Peterborough,
| will look into what would be necessary for any
involvement and if their local club would take on
putting on a carving show to be part of the opening
of this museum. As time is an important factor | will
try to get some information for the February General
Meeting. We would not want to take on a Show on
our own as it is too far from our home base, but
also we would be out of our territory and we
wouldn’t mind an invitation to attend by the
members of Peterborough's home club as | am sure
a good number of our members would participate in
a jury show and give support to the Peterborough
carver's organization.

J. Craig

Bert Hirt Seminar

On March 2nd and 3rd 1996 (dates subject to
confirmation) Expert Chip Carver Bert Hirt will
conduct a two day seminar/workshop on chip
Carving in Scarborough for a cost of $55.00 (bring
your own lunch). Primarily for beginners these
seminars always fill fast so to avoid disappointment
register now. For more information or to register
please call Chris Parkes-Gongalves at (416) 267-
4490.



Carvers Accepting Commissions

In response to the request of some members over
the past two months, an appeal has been made at
general meetings and through the Newsletter for
those interested in undertaking commission work to
submit their names, contact locations, and style or
category of work in which they specialize. The
response has been slow and to avoid delaying the
publication of those names already submitted, an
interim list has been prepared and released for
publication in the Newsletter and to Mr. Dave Eadie
for the information of the Arts Council of Ontario
with whom he is associated.

Additional copies will be made available at
forthcoming shows where the OWCA is being
represented and interested members of the public
may request such information.

This list will be updated periodically to include
additional names or to make changes to suit
participating members needs. For further advice or
information contact John Marshall (416) 221-3886.

CARVER
Birch, John

Boileau, Gerald

Brooker, Rick

Dampf, Joe

Deon, Rod

Greenaway, Howard

Last, Tony

Parkes-Gongalves, Chris

Savage, Mike

Takad, Kats

LOCATION

213 Shaver Ave., Etobicoke, Ont.
MAD 4P2 (416) 620-0151

1592 Clearwater Dr., Mississauga,
Ont. LSE 3A5 (416) 278-1795

506-70 Baif Blvd., Richmond Hill,
Ont. L4C 5.2 (905) 884-1908

66 Langbourne Place, Don Mllls,
Ont. M3B 1A9 (416) 444-6837

755 York Mills Rd., North York,
Ont. M3B 1A9 (416) 447-5935

99 Coon’s Rd., Richmond Hill,
Ont. L4E 2R4 (905) 773-5774

131 Wilson St., Oakville, Ont. L6K
3G9 (905) 845-5966

45 Trudelle St., Apt. 502, Scar.,
Ont. M1J 126 (416) 267-4490

39 Brimstone Cres., Scar. Ont.
M1V 3C8 (416) 298-4522

35 Barrhead Cres., Rexdale, Ont.
MOW 3Z6 (416) 742-2855

SPECIALTY

Carousel Horses

Rocking Horses

Abstract, Stylized in the round, canes

and staffs

All types of work

Antique Restoration Carving

Chip Carving (Wedding Boxes) other
types will be considered

In the round & relief

Any style

Note: Where no spec'rfic‘ category of carving is indicated, it is implied that the carve can be approached to
consider a commission on any type of work.




