Ontario

Woodcarver

The Official Newsletter of the Issue No. 135 March 1996
Ontario Wood Carvers Association

Don Martin
Woodworking Show, International Centre

Joe Dampf
Northumberlands, Wood Carving Show, Roseneath, Ont.

Ron Stuart

Northumberlands, Wood Canfin_g Show, Roseneath, Ont.




OWCA EXECUTIVE
President/Editor )
Don SWenor .. .............. (416) 757-7909 PLEASE NOTE
Vice President
John Marshall . .............. (416) 221-3886 Date Of Next Meeting
Jl?as;d P(r;sident — Monday, March 25, 1996
m cowan . ... ... oL -
7:30 p.m. SHARP

Secretary
Judy Foster . .. .............. (416) 438-9755
— YORK MILLS COLLEGIATE
George Baker ...........0 000 (416) 741-4750
Membership Convenor _ CARVING DEMONSTRATION
Gord Paterson .. .. ... T e W (416) 439-8183

o . and
Communications Director
JIOCEBIE v i visunmis mins v e o (905) 886-2089 VENDORS' NIGHT
Programme Director
Dave Tait .................. (416) 484-1474
Shows Director
Don Martin . .. coow vooesn o (519) 843-6309
Director's at Large
Norm Greer ................ (416) 444-5459
Peachy Chapman ............. (416) 439-4664

Ontario Woodcarver Editor: Don Swenor

The official newsletter of the Ontario Wood Carvers REGULAR CONTRIBUTORS:
Association (OWCA) Joe Dampf

OWCA is a registered non-profit organization Bert Hirt

(#0812867-22), dedicated to the promotion of

woodcarving in Ontario. Opinions expressed Gord Paterson

herein are not necessarily the views of the John Marshall
OWCA unless expressly stated as such Please address all correspondence to the Editor:
Copyright © 1994 OWCA 14 Rintella Crt., Scarborough M1P 3V5
ISSN 1183-1235 (416) 757-7909




The Ontario Wood Carvers Association has had
a lot of volunteers, past and present, working for
and putting our association together to make it
work as a fine piece of machinery. Jim
McGowan is one of these loyal and special
volunteers who grabbed the reins when our
organization needed him and has done an
excellent job as President and President/Editor
for the Ontario Wood Carvers. My thanks goes
out to you Jim, and | know the membership
would also like to say thanks for a job well done.
As we say, a tip of the mallet to you Jim, from
all of us. "THANKS JIM"!

Our March issue of the newsletter is here and as
you can see from the pictures printed in our
paper, OWCA has been very active in the
various carving shows in our area. Lets keep up
the good work as we were well represented at
the Ontario Foresters Assoc. Seminar, the
Northumberland’'s Wood Carving Show at
Roseneath and the Woodworking Show at the
International Centre. Participating in these
shows is a lot of fun and you get to meet a lot of
great people. Don Martin, our Show Director,
needs volunteers to go out to the various shows.
Give Don a call at 519-843-6309 and get
involved. A list of shows and dates are listed in
your newsletter under "1996 Carving Events".

Our Fall Show is starting to come together.
Would you please pick up some Show flyers
and get them out to your friends in your carving
classes and post them on your local bulletin
boards. Register early for your display tables as
they're issued on a first come first serve basis.
There will be two Show passes issued for each
table rented. The fee for each carver’s display
table is $7.00. See back of Newsletter for
registration form.

President/Editor’s
Report

Our congratulations goes out to John Marshall
(Vice President) who has been drawing cartoons
and writing articles for our Newsletter. John has
had an article published in the January-February
1996 issue of the "Wood Carving Magazine",
which is the Official Journal of the Guild of
Master Craftsmen, published in Great Britain.
He has written an article on Cartoon Character
Techniques with the Transfer of Cartoon
drawings to Wooden Caricature figures.

Ontario Forester’s Association
Seminar 1996

On Saturday, February 10th, OWCA had display
tables set up at the Radisson Hotel on Don Mills
& Eglinton. The weather was not too favourable
as we had a lot of wet snow to greet us first
thing in the morning, but we were there,
displaying our wood carvings and products to
the members of the Ontario Forester’s
Association who were attending their annual
meeting. We met various people who had a
great interest in wood and wood products. They
certainly gave us a lot of favourable comments
on the various carvings being displayed. Those
of OWCA in attendance were: Clayton Videan,
Jack Lock, Ken Schermerhorn, Rod Deon, Lewis
Cohen and myself. Later on, Ron Stuart
dropped in to see how we were all doing. My
thanks goes out to Lewis Cohen for arranging
and setting up of this carving exhibit for the
Ontario Forester's Association.

The timing is crucial in the publishing of the
Newsletter. | would like to receive any article,
letter or information you wish published as soon
as possible after the monthly General Meeting.
Would you please send them to Don Swenor, 14
Rintella Court, Scarborough, Ontario M1P 3V5.
There is a correction to the house number as
published in the February Newsletter.

Don Swenor



&3 SPECIAL t!,

The General Meeting on March 25th will be
a night for Carving Demonstrations, Vendors
showing their wares, and you, the carver,
working on your latest piece or just walking
around and enjoying the evening. Lets make
this a fun night and a night for learning, but
most important, its a night to get together
with our fellow wood carvers. I'll see you all
there at “York Mills Collegiate, March 25,
7:30 p.m. The following is a list of
demonstrators and vendors:

Demonstrators
Ron Stuart Carving in the round
Peachy Chapman Art of Woodburning
Loraine Terene  Art of Woodburning &

Carving

Chris Parkes Chip Carving
Bert Hirt Chip Carving
John Marshall Caricature Carving
Mike Savage Carving in the round
Rod Deon Carving in the round

Lawrence Cosh

Bill Menzies
Vendors

Egon Carsten - Wood for Sale

T.O.W. - Carvers’ Supplies

Jan's Carving Supplies

Mike Warden - Wood for Sale

Nautilus - Arts & Crafts

Tool Sharpening
Spoon Carving

VOLUNTEERS
Our Fall Show, Oct. 19 & 20, requires the help
of members of our association in the area of
special duties before, during and after the actual
show dates. Help in the kitchen, on the door
taking tickets and similar chores is essential to
making the Show a success. It would be of
considerable assistance to the already busy
Show Committee and your Executive if you
could volunteer a small amount of your time -
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even if only for half a day. Please contact any of
the persons mentioned below at the next
general meeting or by telephone if that is more
convenient, so we can make out a schedule of
tasks and names of helpers. Contact Don
Swenor (416) 757-7909, John Marshall (416)
221-3886 or any other member of the Executive.

SPECIAL NOTICE!
by A. Wannabe Carver

Woodcarvers Wanted - Forest Fair
May 4 & 5 1996
The Dufferin County Museum & Archives which
is located at the corner of Highway #89 and
Airport Road in Ontario, will be the site of a
Forest Fair on May 4 & 5 1996. Woodcarvers
and vendors of forest related products are
invited to bring their goods along with a table to
display them on for either one or both days of
the Fair. To participate in this celebration of our
natural heritage or for additional information
please call Lian Goodall or Caroline at
1-705-435-1881 or 1-519-941-7787.
- AND -
Indian Bust Carving Seminar
Mar. 28,29 & 30 1996

The Jeff Phares three day seminar to be held in
Bowmanville Ont. has one spot open due to a
last minute cancellation, cost is $285. Any carver
interested in participating should call Jan
Oegema at Jan's Carving Supplies in
Bowmanville Ont. at 1-905-623-2318.




Director of Communications Report

A time to say thank you for a job well done!!! In
February, 1993, James McGowan, who's
nickname from Fire Dept. days was (Jimmy
McGoo), joined the OWCA organization. As I've
known Jimmy for some 41+ years, he is not
known as a joiner, he is well known as a do-er,
that's just a way of life for McGoo. In April '93
he was nominated to run for the Board of
Directors and in May he was elected and in
June, the new Board Members voted him to be
the President of OWCA. For two solid years he
ran a tight watch and made changes to all
positions in the organization to ensure our
membership of a complete Board, Secretary,
Treasurer, Membership Convenor, Editor,
Librarian and Archivist. To begin his second
year in office, Jimmy received a letter of
resignation from the Newsletter Editor, and for
the balance of his term, Jimmy requested a
replacement to take over this most important
position for out Association - needless to say no
one came forth and so as the President of this
organization, Jim became the Editor also. When
his term of office came up for re-election, he
declined a nomination to run for the Board but
let it be known that he would stay on as the
Club’s Editor if the Board wished him to
continue. In recent months his illness and
treatments have drained his energy and he has
found that he is unable to perform in a manner
equal to his ability. As | stated earlier, Jimmy
and | go back some 41 years, not only as
associates in work as Toronto Fire Fighters and
co-workers in the Fire Dept. Credit Union, but
mostly as friends. | cherish his friendship and
as for the Ontario Woodcarvers, we have been
most fortunate to have had his expertise and
guidance these past years. On behalf of this
organization, | want to thank him for all of us for
his completely unselfish endeavours to this Club
and its Members.

Respectfully, Jim Craig

WOOD CARVING TOOLS
a Personal View ... by Joe Dampf

Selection for Beginners

The following 5 full size tools will get you
started: 1/2" straight chisel - flat; 5mm -1/4"
straight gouge #9 sweep; 18mm - 3/4" straight
gouge #7 sweep; 20mm - 1" straight gouge #5
sweep; 6mm - 3/8" vee or parting tool - 60°
angle; medium weight mallet; and tool roll. |
can recommend buying: Pheil (Swiss tools),
from T.O.W. Tools, Toronto; Sculpture House
Tools, from the Nautilus, West Hill; and Henry
Taylor Tools, Lee Valley Tools, Toronto.

As you get carving, additional tools can be
purchased one at a time but only if you are
having trouble making certain cuts. A number
of years ago one of our members died and his
widow asked OWCA to sell his carving tools for
her. They were passed onto me to price and
sell to our members. Out of 130 tools, only 3
would cut wood, the rest were dull, poorly
maintained and useless for carving. These tools
were all fine old antique English tools bought at
auction. It was evident the previous owner was
a tool collector, not a carver. Such a waste of
unused quality tools!

Some carvers attend seminars with rolls of tools,
of which they end up using very few. When |
carve, up to 80% of the wood is removed by 3
or 4 tools. So if sheer numbers of tools is not
the answer, then what is? It's SHARPENING,
HONING AND TOOL HANDLING!

Next issue - Sharpening & Honing.

THE NORM TARVER TROPHY
Ontario Wood Carving Championship Trophy
An announcement was made in Newsletter No.
119, 1994 concerning a trophy proposed and
conceived by Bernie lles, approved by the
incumbent executive and constructed free of
charge by Modern Patterns, Scarborough.
Included in the announcement were the details
of a competition outlining the specifications for
a variety of carvings to be installed as
permanent features of the trophy. In addition, a
commemorative plaque would be attached each
year giving the name of the winner of the Annual
Best-Of-Show Award. This trophy is displayed
at all of our general meetings and the annual



show and you will note that there are three
vacant spots on the cylindrical bases and one
on the vertical face of the base. The purpose of
this announcement to the membership is
twofold.

1 To complete and install the remaining
four carvings.
2 To seek a place or series of places

where the finished trophy may be
displayed for the interest and information
of the general public rather than cached
in an executive's cupboard for most of
the time.

Obviously, we must attend to the first item
before considering a display location.
Accordingly, a competition will be held this
September for the follow items:

Group 1: (1) Bird (any type)
(2) Inthe-round (not caricature)
(3) Stylized (anything)

Group 2: (1) Relief (any subject)

These carvings must follow the same
specifications which were published in Issue 119
and which are repeated herein for those who do
not have the information on hand.

COMPETITION FOR THREE CARVINGS
ON THE NORM TARVER TROPHY

1. Craftsmanship must be of the highest
quality since they will become part of a
prestigious trophy.

2. The design of each item will be left to the
discretion of the participant but
consideration should be given to
ensuring that it will blend favourably with
the quality of the rest of the trophy.
Also, as the trophy will be frequently
handled, very fragile sections should be
avoided.

3. All carvings shall be completed and
delivered to the OWCA general meeting
in September, 1996. On this occasion
winners will be selected by a board of
judges appointed by the executive. The
judges’ decision will be final and OWCA
reserves the right not to declare a winner
in any category if this is found

necessary.

4 As the winning carvings will become a
permanent part of the trophy, each
winning carver will be required to sign a
release form relinquishing all claims to
the carving.

5 Colouring will be allowed in the Bird
category but all others should have a
natural finish.

6. The size of Group 1 carvings should be
such that they would fit approximately
into a vertical cylinder measuring 3-1/2"
dia. by 9" height. Full use should be
made of this space and may not extend
beyond these limits without prior
approval from the trophy committee
appointed by the executive. All of these
carvings will have a flat base with a 3/4"
dia., by 3/8" ins., deep recess in the
centre of the bottom surface, for
mounting. Group 2 Relief carvings shall
be 5" high X 5-1/2" long and with a
maximum thickness of 3/4". The back
surface must be flat but no mounting
provisions are necessary.

7. Tables will be set up at the September
meeting and they will be marked with the
different categories. All carvings shall be
given to the attendant who will list the
entry and place it on the table for
viewing by judges.

Subsequent to the final selection of the four
carvings they will be mounted on the trophy and
displayed at the 1996 Annual Show. Following
the Show, it is hoped that the trophy will be put
on Show at selected locations around the
greater Toronto area so that the excellent work
of the OWCA can be viewed and fully
appreciated by the general public. Any
questions or comments arising out of this
announcement are invited by your executive and
may be directed to any of the following people:
Don Swenor (416) 757-7909; John Marshall
(416) 221-3886; Dave Tait (416) 484-1474.

John Marshall



1.In-the-round
2. Bird
3. Stylized

1. Relief Carving,

Group_1

Group 2

THE ONTARIO WOOD CARVING CHAMPIONSHIPS TROPHY

GUEST SPEAKER - BILL MENZIES
Members attending the general meeting at York
Mills Collegiate on Monday, Feb. 19th were
treated to an interesting, if not a unique
introduction to the work of Bill Menzies. He
described himself as a selftaught craftsman in
the production of miscellaneous woodenware of
pioneer day vintage. Having been involved in
his particular line of work for over ten years, he
felt that his endeavours were given a boost by
the kindness of a benefactor who bequeathed
an entire workshop to Bill, making him the
recipient of many special woodworking tools,
including chisels, spokeshaves, planes, draw
knives and adzes. Some of these tools were
quite old including a Scottish auger made 150
years ago. In the production of spoons, ladles,
shovels and bowils, the speaker used these old
style of tools in the same fashion as the
craftsmen of the pioneer days. Indeed, he
classifies himself as an artisan of Pioneer
Woodenware.

In addition to the tools he purchased or
acquired from sources of pioneer day stock, he
developed other aids which, at first glance,
resembled equipment one might see in a
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museum displaying 19th century ways of life.
But, as he states, he developed these work
stations through trial and error without drawings
or technical resources. Lo and behold, the
results resemble a medieval "shave horse".
Reference to a book by Eric Sloane (Museum of
Early American Tools) confirms Bill's claim that
there is nothing new under the sun. His "shave
horse" contraption somewhat mystified the
audience and many people requested he
demonstrate his operation. Despite its
appearance it did perform exactly as Bill
professed as did the home-made clamp to hold
the workpiece. For various reasons the shave
horse was constructed of a variety of different
woods including ash, oak, yew and ironwood
with deer hide as a tension line to activate the
clamp.

As a true artisan the speaker described, in
response to many questions, that the delicate
results attained in the thickness of the shells of
spoons and similar hollowed out pieces, came
from the "feel" and finesse and talent with his
tools, no special equipment was employed.

Group 2.
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Bill says that he often used "green" lumber for
ease of removing wood but used oversized
pieces to prevent distortion due to drying out
processes and occasionally leaving three weeks
between phases of the work and before cutting
to the required length or size.

Bill Menzies makes as many as twenty spoons
at one time and finds there is much demand for
his work. For those interested in purchasing
any of his delightful pieces or viewing the variety
of interesting pioneer woodenware, he may be
reached at the following location: 29 Warden
Lane, RR#4, Stouffville, Ont. L4A 7X5 (905) 888-
9604.

John Marshall

Northumberland - Roseneath Show

The drive down to Roseneath Ontario was well
worth it, to be able to participate in the
Northumberland's 11th annual Wood Carving
Show/Demonstration. OWCA was well
represented, as Joe Dampf, Ron Stuart, Don
Swenor, Judy Foster and myself were there
demonstrating. When we arrived at 7:45 a.m.,
the judges were still very busy trying to
determine the ribbon winners, and | for one,
would not like the job as the entries were all so
good, | would give everyone a ribbon, because
they deserved it.

Upon arriving, there was help to unload and
carry in our boxes. There was also hot coffee
and donuts, compliments of the Northumberland
Club. We had quite a snow storm to compete
with but it certainly did not stop the public from
attending. It was a good thing that the floor was
not carpeted because at times there were wall to
wall people. It was good to see that some
OWCA members took a chance and drove up
just to see the show. | think they enjoyed it. |
also noticed that most of them were not going
home empty handed, they managed to find
some wood that they needed or just bought it
for future use. Judy and | didn't stay for dinner
(which has always been very good), as we
wanted to leave before we needed snow shoes
to get to our car.

Just before leaving, Don Colyer, president of the

Northumberland Club, whispered in my ear that
he had a special announcement to make at
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dinner - Congratulations Northumberland, for
being voted the most outstanding Club in
Canada for 1995, for all the work done on the
Carrousel Horses. (This came from a club in
the U.S.A.). Thank you Northumberland for
inviting us. Hope to see you in 1997 and at
OWCA's Show in October, 1996.

Peachy Chapman

RAFFLE TICKETS
For 1996 Annual Show - Oct. 19th & 20th

We are presently accumulating our Raffle prizes
and will list them on the printed tickets. Once
again it is our intentions to make up books with
6 tickets in each book and mail these out to our
members to assist us in the sale of our Raffle for
the upcoming Annual Show in October. We are
looking for donations from our carvers and
would appreciate anyone wishing to donate a
piece of their work. In the event you plan to
make a donation, would you contact the writer
or a member of the Executive of your intention
and name the article you would be donating for
the Raffle. We do appreciate the assistance we
received last year and the general public’s
interest in our display of prizes peaked when
they saw the carvings that were shown as
prizes. Cost of tickets will be the same as in
1995 - $2.00 a ticket OR 2 tickets for $5.00.
More information on our Raffle will be
forthcoming in our future Newsletters.

Jim Craig

T-Shirts - Hats - Tote Bags - Golf Shirts
"Sale March 25 General Meeting"

Once again I'm in a position where my supplier
needs to have his bill paid. | have a number of
caps and tote bags to sell - about 3 long sleeve
t-shirts in pearl grey and a number of golf shirts
sizes from medium, large, X-large and 2XL for
the big guys. 3 t-shirts will go for $9.00 each.
Tote bags & hats will go for $3.50 each. Golf
shirts, my wholesale price of which was $18.45
each, will go for $15.00 each. | will accept your
personal cheques. | have received requests for
the original short sleeve t-shirts and the pearl
grey and white sweat shirts. | must pay off my
original bill from last October prior to making
any commitment to ordering these items. | will
take orders from the members if they desire me
to order these items for them.

Jim Craig
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WYE MARSH ASSOCIATION OF WOODCARVERS - PO Box 100, Midiand, Ontario L4R 4K6 (705) 526-7809

WILDLIFE WOODCARVING SERIES 1996
Painting a Kestrel with Bob Lavender
April 13 & 14 Carving a Mallard Drake with Jan Fitch
May 25 & 26 Painting a Mallard Drake with Jan Fitch (study cast available)
The cost of these seminars'will be $98.00 + $6.86 gst - $104.86. Participants are required to provide their own equipment.
Classes will run from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. at the Wye Marsh Wildlife Centre (bring your lunch). Full payment preferred
or a deposit is required to hold space in each course.

1996 CARVING EVENTS

March 29, 30, 31 - KllcheneraWaterloo Ont. 1996 Central Ontario Wildfowl Woodcarving Championship. Organized by
Grand Valley Woodcarvers. Contact Bob Schacht (519) 742-3035 or Don Sinclair (519) 742-2704.
April 19 & 20, - Quinte Woodcarvers’ Association Wildfowl Carving Competition & Show Loyalist College, Loyalist
Wallbridge Road, Belleville. Contact lan Dallas (613) 478-5952 or Jerry Mann (613) 968-8670.
April 19, 20 & 21 - Rockton Wood Show, Carving Competition & Demo. Tool sales & supplies. Call (519) 647-2502.
May 11 - Northern Wood Carvers of Richmond Hill Annual Show in Oak Ridges, Vicky & Howard Greenaway (OWCA
Librarian) (905) 773-5774.
June 7, 8 & 9 - Laval’s Wood ‘Sculpturing International Festival, Laval, Quebec. Robert Gauthier (514) 666-3838.
Sept. 21 & 22 - Triple 'C’ Carvers, Sarnia, Ont. Annual Wood Carving Competition. Point Edward Arena, 210 Monk St.,
Point Edward, Ont. N7V 1N2. Bill Mitchell, Co-Chairperson (519) 542-8421.
October 4, 5, 6 - Woodstock Falrg‘i"@unda, Ont. The Woodstock Wood Show. Contact The Woodstock Woodshow Inc.,
PO Box 1272, Woodstock, Ont. N4S BR2 (519) 539-7772 or Joe (519) 423-6722.

October 19 & 20 - Ontario Wood Carvers Association Show, Sale & Competition - Malvern
Community Centre, Scarborough 10:00 am to 6:00 pm. James Craig (905) 886-2089 or George
Baker (416) 741-4750."

March 30 & 31

THE ONTARIO WOOD CARVERS SHOW;"OCTOBER 19TH & 20TH
"CARVERS DISPLAY TABLE REGISTRATION"
Complete information about the OWCA show will be available soon, however, since we will be working on a FIRST
COME - FIRST SERVED basis for the booking of the wood carvers display tables, it is important for you to get yours
as soon as possible to avoid disappointment. The fee for each display table is $7.00, please complete this form and
mail it with your cheque or money order to Don Swenor, 14 Rintella Court, Scarborough, Ont. M1P 3V5 or book tables
with Gord Paterson at our General Meetings..

'NAME:
ADDRESS: Postal Code:
TELEPHONE NO.: No. of tables required:

Please make all cheques/money orders payable to the Ontario Wood Carvers Association (1 Cheque [J Money Order [J Cash

" ONTARIO WOOD CARVERS ASSOCIATION
Membership Application

The membership fee is currently $30 per
year, payable with this application, and
includes a subscription to the Ontario Wood

GORDON PATERSON
50 LADYSBRIDGE DRIVE
SCARBOROUGH ONT.

Please make cheques payable to: Ontario
Wood Carvers Association and send with

: application to:
cnniversary of Joinin and s mcicated on MIG 3H7
the mailin label.
Name New O  Renewal O
Address
City Province Postal Code
Home Phone Business Phone Cheque O Cash O




