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The first day of Spring has past, and March
coming in like a lamb has gone out like a lion.
With this behind us, | hope you all have your
Winter carvings ready for our Spring In-Hours
Carving Competition. We have some new
categories in each of our divisions which Dave
Tait will outline further on in this Newsletter.

Note:
The "INHOUSE COMPETITION”
will be held at our April 15th General
Meeting, at York Mills Collegiate.

Part of the proceedings at our April meeting will
be the call of nominations for the two upcoming

vears. |t is very important that we have
interested persons at the helm of our
organization. Look around, talk to other
members and help us come up with a strong
Executive to lead the Ontario Wood Carvers into
more good years. If you are going to nominate
anyone for the Executive, you should have their
permission to put forward his or her name in
nomination. Elections will be held at our regular
May Meeting.

The following officers are ending their two-year
term and are eligible for re-election: Don
Swenor, Norm Greer.

OWCA - Annual Show
Door Prizes for our attending public - "Donations
Needed!" Door prizes being drawn every 20
minutes created great enthusiasm last year with
our paying public. When carvings were drawn,
the winners were taken to the person who
carved the door prize. This was a plus for both
the winner and the carver and added a special

=" President/Editor’s

Report

Fall Show, Oct. 19th & 20th - Quick Update

Jim Craig has show flyers printed and is getting
them out into circulation to members, carving
shows and various carving clubs. If you need
any, contact Jim or pick them up at our General
Meeting.

George Baker is working on the competition
flyers, we expect to go to press shortly. All the
competition ribbons and plaques have been
ordered. | believe we have some already
delivered.

Gord Paterson has a new table layout for
carvers and vendors so lets get those table
registration slips in to get a good location. Slips
are on the back of the Newsletter or at the
General Meeting.

Don Martin, Jim Craig and George Baker have
the Show raffle tickets well underway. We have
obtained the licence number, draw prizes and
are in the process of getting them printed.

John Marshall is looking for volunteers to help
out with the various tasks before and during the
Show. John is also arranging for three free
seminars each day during the Show. We will list
these in a future Newsletter and future flyer.
There are many tasks not mentioned, but to
make our Show a success we have to address
each event thoroughly.

Don Swenor

touch to the event. We would appreciate a
number of small carvings as donations to
continue to provide this attraction. | have
already received some commitments from
members who donated last year but would like
to hear from other members who would also
provide us with pieces of their work.

Jim Craig



Share a Table

Want to share a table at our Annual Show? My
name is Amy Joslyn (905) 884-2295. | would
like to attend a seminar or two at the Show and
would share a table with someone so that our
table would always have someone there. If
interested please call me. Thanks.

Amy Joslyn

Inhouse Carving Competition, April 15, 1996:
Rules:

NOVICE: A carver who has NOT placed first at
the Novice Level in any previous competition.

INTERMEDIATE: A carver who has placed first
at the Novice Level in previous competitions.

OPEN: Anyone may participate at the OPEN
Level but it is intended for the advanced carver
(amateur and professional) who has won Best-
of-Show, Best-of-Division and/or 10 First Place
Ribbons in previous carving competitions at the
Intermediate Level.

Ribbons will be awarded in Novice, Intermediate
and Open for first, second and third places.
Maximum number of entries is twe in any one
category with a maximum entry of three carvings
in the competition, all carvings must be entered
at the same level.

Categories in each Level:

1. General 5. Chip Carving
2. Birds 6. Animals
3. Marine 7. Whittling

4. Wood Burning

All competitors must be a paid-up member of
O.W.C.A. Judging will be by the members who
are present at the General Meeting in which the
Inhouse Competition is held.

Dave Tait

Carving Tools For Sale
Bob Derbyshire, one of OWCA'’s good frlends
and enthusiastic supporters died in September,
1995. Shirley, Bob's wife has many of his
carving tools for sale. The following is a partial
list of items for sale:
Grinder, 1/4 HP motor
Buffing Wheels (2) with 1/4 HP motors
Several grinding wheels & buffers

Buffing compound

Vises, Portable Carving chisels, 3 Marple, 1
Stanley, 1 Sorby gouge, 5 Ashley Isles, 1 Henry
Taylor gouge, Footprint bevel edge (2 sets of 4
each)

Large qty. birds/animal eyes 4mm to 30mm,
glass & colored plastic, clear, yellow, red &
brown sold by the bag

Files 35+, Rasps round (2)

Surfoam plane, Stanley with 9 replacement files
Clams, Record Speed (4) large, more Record
Clamps 1/2 price, Clams C. 2-1/2", 3", 6"
Opti-Visor manifier, new

Spokeshave

Pushknife, Swedish, new

Knives & Handles, Respirator

Sanding Belts - 3m 100 Production Cloth 132" X
3", Aluminum oxide (10 belts) Silicon Carbide
150, 11ft. x 4", 3m Resin Bond Cloth Xwt. closed
coat 120 aluminum oxide 11ft. x 3"

Clamp K Body bar clamp

Drills, electric & hand & many bits

Turned hardwood bases

Pine roots for bases for birds/fish, etc.

Much more. Priced to sell at half or less than
original price. Like new condition. Please
contact: Shirley Derbyshire, 11 Finchurst Drive,
Willowdale, Ont. M2R 1K8 (41€) 223-1859,

Article of Interest
Found in the Globe & Mail Newspaper by Gord
Mienecke:
World o’wood

There are estimated to be 100,000 varieties of
timber, The Weekend Telegraph says. The
heaviest wood is axemaster from the West
Indies, which sinks like a brick when placed in
water. The lightest is quipo from Panama, which
is lighter than balsa wood - a quipo model
airplane would probably snap under the weight
of its propeller.

"OWCA, Volunteers Are Needed"
Volunteers are what we need,
To Make our 1996 Show succeed.
So come on members do your stuff
| for one know it can be tough.
But the end results are worth the duty
When the public enters the doors & sees the
beauty
Of the different carvings, burnings & such
Then my friend you know it wasn't too much.

Peacy Chapman



Just a Reminder: Dues! Dues! Dues!
If the date on your address label of the
Newsletter is highlighted in "Red", its time to
send your membership renewal to Gord
Paterson (Membership Convenor). In each
issue of the Newsletter we print a renewal
application for your convenience.

Don Swenor

Our thanks to Mr. & Mrs. Read, in Cambridge,
Ont. who donated some butternut lumber to
OWCA. Wayne Joslyn (one of our past
Presidents) stored the wood for a year, then
planned it and brought it to our March meeting
and sold it at a very reasonable price turning the
funds over to OWCA. Again, thanks very much.

Don Swenor

Classes over? Nowhere to carve?

Not any more!
The Carpenters square in Pickering (401 &
Brock Rd.) are offering a fully equipped
Woodworking Shop and classroom facilities for
all Woodworking enthusiasts. Weekly Wood
Carving classes taught by Chris Parkes are
conducted in 10 week sessions continuing
throughout the y ear. Professionally taught
woodworkina classes, workshops and seminars
are offered on an unlimited variety of topics, e.g.
power tool use, Folk art, Chip carving, etc. Just
say what you want to learn and they will do their
best to cover it. Excellent rates are offered for
courses, work space and/or (professional
quality) tool use. So if your current project
won't fit the kitchen table or your spouse is
complaining about woodchips all over the
house, bring it over and carve or work in a
spacious friendly atmosphere. For further
information drop in or call The Carpenters
Square at (905) 683-6003 or regarding carving
classes, Chris Parkes-Gongalves (416) 267-
4490.

Clarification
In his Communications Report about Jim
McGowan, in the '96 March issue of the OWCA
Newsletter, Jim Craig states that - quote "To
begin his second year in office, Jimmy received
a letter of resignation from the Newsletter
Editor", this is not correct. Jim McGowan was
elected at the 1993 May general meeting and at
the 1993 September executive meeting | advised
the Committee that | would give up this position

in May, 1994. This allowed 12 months before a
new editor would actually be required. After
several attempts to privately find a replacement
myself, | started advertising for one in the March
1994 issue of the OWCA Newsletter. No letter o
resignation by me was ever sent to Jim at any
time.

| am sure Jim Craig did not mean to imply that
my leaving this position was sudden and
unexpected but | think a clarification of what
actually happened should be made. | would like
to second however, all of Jim Craig's statements
about my friend, Jim McGowan, and to take this
opportunity to add my thanks for the magnificent
efforts he made for us, as OWCA President and
Editor of the OWCA Newsletter.

Bernie lles

MEMBERSHIP REPORT
Welcome to the following new members:

1409 Jim Davis, Oshawa, Ont,

1410 Antonio D'Amore, North York, Ont.
1411 James Ennis, North York, Ont.
1412 Tom Bowers, Mississauga, Ont.
1413 Clare McCarthy, Orangeville, Ont.
1414 Marc H. De Groote, King City, Ont.
1415 Cary Farelli, Bracebridge, Ont.

1416 Tony Grinevicius, Toront, Ont.

1417 Mario De Luca, Scarborough, Ont.
1418 Arnold Koch, Richmond Hill, Ont.
1419 Scott Kerby, Toronto, Ont.

1420 Aubrey Earl Russ, Norland, Ont.
1421 Alex Upchurch, Willowdale, Ont.
1422 W.B.(Bill) Blacoe, Scarborough, Ont.
1423 F.Peter McKenna, Willowdale, Ont.
1424 Greg A. Senko, Whitby, Ont.

1425 Victor Dewaepenaere, Toronto, Ont.
1426 Albert Seddon, Norval, Ont.

1427 Ken McMillan, Bramalea, Ont.

1428 Marcel Lamarche, North Bay, Ont.
1429 Ray Lepine, Ottawa, Ont.

1430 Ben Benedict, Akwesasne, Cornwall Island,
Ont.

1431 Margaret Stille, Downsview, Ont.

Gord Paterson



Front Cover:

This issue we feature an outstanding Indian bust
by professional carver and instructor Jeff Phares
of Roodhouse lllinois. Jeff took some time out
from his seminar presentation at Jan's Carving
Supplies in Bowmanville and was able to visit
with us at our March meeting as the guest of
Jan Oegema.

Gord Paterson

Director of Communications Report
March Meeting 1996

Well for those members who were not able to
attend the Special Events Night, | will push our
Programmes' Director, Dave Tait, to make this
type of Event a number one priority to be
repeated. | put a nose count on the attendance,
it was like trying to count a pail full of lively dew
worms. | came up with an estimate of over 145
in attendance. In the March issue of the
Newsletter there was a list of carvers and
vendors showing their wares, well you can add
a few more to this list. First off, Vicky & Howard
Greenaway, our librarians were absent due to
one giving the other the Flu Bug. But we had
Mike Warden with his solar dried wood on
display and on the opposite wall, Egon Carsten
with his stock pile of great blocks for a carver's
delight. By the stage, Peachy Chapman and
Lorraine Terene were demonstrating the art of
Burning Wood. Back when Jimmy McGowan
and | were trying to put out burning wood on
the Fire Dept., these two gals would have been
charged with arson but today they call it art.
There was a battle going on between Chris
Parkes and Bert Hirt to see who could make the
biggest hill of wood chips as they displayed their
talents in chip carving. Rod Deon getting into
the act, he was cutting chips and gouging
chunks off a beautiful black painted board and
right before my eyes, a wonderful picture was
coming to life. Down at the back was Bill
Menzies, remember him with his funny work
benches (the Scotsman)? Bill carved spoons.
He did this with old tools that belonged to his
grandfather he said but | bet they belonged to
Noah! Down in the centre court, Ron Stuart and
Joe Dampf were demonstrating the art of clay
modelling of busts. One, a young boy by Joe

was ogling a beautiful young lady by Ron Stuart,
all that was missing to bring these two busts to
life was a little colour in their cheeks. Jan
Oegema had his display of books, tools and
knives but he also had his guest and friend, Jeff
Phares from lllinois, U.S.A. Jeff was doing a
seminar at Jan's place over the 28th, 29th &
30th of March. He brought 3 of his carvings.
One a cow puncher, a mountain man and an
American Indian in full head dress. Jeff, with
this wonderful southern drawl, in his big Stetson,
looked like he had just parked his horse outside
the school door. Mike Savage always a most
interesting man to talk to, was carving a howling
wolf in butternut and in a short time span, Mike
gave me some great tips. Earl, of Earl-Shirl
Enterprises, displayed his cut-outs with patterns
and he had patterns to suit everyone's needs,
also knives, sharpening stop boards, gloves and
finger stalls. Always a great display. John
Flechl had a nice display and was showing how
he obtained the cuts and depths in his intricate
carvings. His scroll work is beautiful. Gord and
Maureen Meinecke, the T.O.W. man always puts
up a good display of tools and equipment.
These two certainly leave no stone unturned in
their presentation for our members. Roy
MaclLeod from Nautilus Arts & Crafts had
burning tools, books and specialty tools. Roy,
a nice person to talk to, helps to round off a
great evening. John Marshall (our Vice
President) had a display of caricature carvings
and a layout of step-by-step requirements to get
to a completed piece of work. | asked him what
he carves and | think he was stuck for an
answer. John, | just love your golfing layout and
for an Englishman, you carve great looking
"Scotsmen". Lewis Cohen didn't bring a piece
of his work but by the time he served everyone
coffee, donuts and muffins, he just had no time
left to show his work. To anyone | may have
missed or forgotten, please accept my apology.
| would like to close on a note of special thanks
to Dave Tait and Peachy Chapman. This was
a great evening and | know both worked hard
and long to put this all together for our
members.

Jim Craig



CHIP CARVING SEMINAR - Mar 2 - 3

It all began early Saturday morning, March 2nd.
when 12 eager wood carvers arrived at Williams
Brothers Corporation. They came to learn the
techniques of Chip Carving under the direction
of master carver Bert Hirt. After a welcome by
Jim Williams, a past president of O.W.C.A., Bert
presented an interesting and informative seminar
taking the participants through a series of steps
of chip carving. Starting the seminar, he
showed the participants how to prepare and
sharpen t heir knives. Soon after he took the
group through the various skills whereby each
person ended the two day seminar with an array
of intricate patterns chip carved into a 12 inch
basswood practice board.

From the beginning Bert progressed from
carving a straight line and curves to more
complex geometric designs. Building on each
step along the way until the participants could
produce an elaborate series of triangles,
diamonds, stars and by u sing a combination of
skills to produce a beautiful rosette on the
practice board. At this point the group was
ready for chipping out the patterns of the well
Known Waynie Barton inciuding fiowers, birds
and even letters. Having a small group like this
allowed Bert to give personal attention and help
to each carver which resulted in excellent
successes for each participant.

The two day seminar ended with Jim Williams
presenting to each participant a parchment
certificate for successful completion of Bert Hirt's
chip carving seminar. In addition he presented
Bert with a "Well Done" certificate for an
excellent seminar.

Incidentally, to the delight of all, Sylvia Hirt,
Bert's wife, had baked delicious muffins, poppy
seed cake, and coffee cake for the seminar
participants to enjoy and enjoy them we did.
Our many thanks to Sylvia for her generous
addition to a wonderful weekend of chip carving.

Aside from chip carving, other seminars have
been conducted at Williams Brothers organized
by Chris Parkes and facilitated by Jim Williams.
They include caricature carving by Eldon
Humphries, clay and wood sculpture by Joe
Dampf, carving heads by Neil Cox and making

a Dampf grinder for chisel sharpening with Joe
Dampf. These seminars have all been well
attended, very successful and open to members
of O.W.C.A. and the public. LET'S HAVE SOME
OTHERS! -- any ideas?

Jim Williams

MIKE’S PLACE

With all the excitement outside Queens Park in
March it reminded me that O.W.C.A. has at least
a couple of carving projects within the building
that might be of interest to O.W.C.A. members.

The first carving project is located upstairs in a
committee room in the West Wing. It is a
beautiful carving of the original Ontario Coat of
Arms granted by Queen Victoria in 1868. This
Coat of Arms shows a moose on the left side of
the shield, a deer on the right side and a bear
above. The Coat of Arms used today however
shows a moose on each side of the shield and
a wild cat above.

The project was the idea of O.W.C.A.’s late
president, Bruce Mackenzie when he was a
carving student of that weii known carving
teacher Van Every. It is made of white pine and
weighed about 280 pounds before carving. In
all, about 30 O.W.C.A. members helped carve
the project which took about 2000 hours to
complete. It was unveiled in December, 1984.

By the way, you may have to ask to see it as the
committee room might be in use.

The second project may be more familiar to
some O.W.C.A. members as it was presented in
October, 1992, to mark the 200th anniversary of
government in Ontario and Canada's 125th
birthday. It is located on the first floor in the
Wast Wing near the elevators.

This project was the first Carvers Quilt. | say this
because many clubs in Canada and the United
States have since adopted the idea, and the
term Carvers Quilt now applies to any carving of
this type.

As the name implies, the project consists of a
series of relief carvings held together in a frame,
giving the overall appearance of a quilt.



In this project there were 35 carvings completed
by 21 carving clubs from all over Ontario. Over
50 carvers were involved in an 18 month period
to complete the 6ft x 8ft quilt.

The Quilt has been shown in other parts of
Ontario but since its weight, about 400 pounds,
is a little difficult to manage, it will probably
remain on permanent display in the East Wing.

Although it was not an O.W.C.A. project, many
O.W.C.A. members participated either by carving
squares for other clubs they belonged to or
carving for O.W.C.A. itself. O.W.C.A. produced
4 squares carved by Hugh Thomson, Dave Edie,
Bert Hirt and Visvaldis Ozols.

Unfortunately, like many things in Queens Park,
these ¢ arvings are gathering dust and their
original beauty is being lost, however, if you are
in the area and there are no wars going on, do
drop into Mikes Place and see the O.W.C.A.
projects along with many other fine works of art.

B. lles

Bert Hirt
Chip Carving
Seminar March 2 & 3

March Gen. Mtg.
Lawrence Cosh - Demonstrations
sharpening




