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The summer is coming on very fast, as our next
General O.W.C.A. meeting is on May 27 and this
is the last meeting of the season. For a guest
speaker at this meeting we are honoured to
have Mr. Neil Cox, a well known Master Wood
Sculptor who will give a presentation on carving
the human figure.

Over the summer months your executive will be
very active in planning and preparing for our
17th Annual Wood Carving Show at the
Scarborough Malvern Community Centre. If you
have any ideas or suggestions how we could
improve the show or would like to volunteer your
services, please contact John Marshall (416)
221-3886, or any member of the executive.

Over this past season the executive members
and the many volunteers of our organization put
in a lot of time and hard work to make our
general meetings successful and informative. |
would like to thank them all for a job well done.
The following is just a few of the club’s main
events that took place:

a) We had good general meetings, once a
month from September 1995, to May
19986, all these were well attended by our
membership with some good
presentations put on by well known
guest speakers.

We had an excellent 16th Annual Fall
Wood Carving Show on October 14th
and 15th, 1995.

The two Inhouse Carving Competitions in
November 1995 and April 1996 were well
attended. We had a chance to show our
carving skills and these were judged by
our fellow carvers for awards.

d) We had a great Christmas get together,
with good companionship, food, and a
lot of door prizes.

~~" President/Editor’s

Report

e) At another of our meetings we had our
skilled carvers demonstrating various
methods of carving plus a good
presentation was put on by the various

Vendors selling books, tools and wood.

But most important we all got together one night
each month through rain or snow to attend
these/our OWCA General Meetings.

| would like to thank you all for your participation
in the April Inhouse Competition and competitor
and voter John Marshall will expand on this
topic later on in the Newsletter. | know with the
new rules, the greater number of categories, the
number of entries registered, the voting and the
ribbon to be awarded there was bound to be
some mishaps, so please bear with us and |
guarantee next time we will be perfect [some
person | know had to resign a political party for
a statement such as this].

Our Secretary, Judy Foster, had a stroke on the
23rd of April and was in the Scarborough
General Hospital for a few days. We are happy
to report that she is doing well and on the
mend. Judy was able to attend our last
Executive meeting, on May 6th, and was looking
very well. We all wish you the best Judy.

In wrapping up this season, on behalf of the
executive | would like to wish you and your
family a very good summer and happy holidays.
Remember don’t put those chisels away to
collect dust, keep carving!

Don Swenor

P.S.

| know | seem to be harping on this all the time
but SHOW-TELL is an excellent way to put your
work on display and if you have any questions,
ask them to the audience - or | could put them
in the Newsletter, requesting answers.



Membership Report

Welcome to the following new members:
1432 Robert Wright, Burlington, Ont.
1433 Ray Hilchey, Islington, Ont.
1434 Paul, M. Leroux, Kenora, Ont.
1435 Wayne Marcino, Keewatin, Ont.
1436 Mike Worden, Fergus, Ont.
1437 Thomas Faires, Toronto, Ont.
1438 Beth McDougall, Toronto, Ont.
1439 Hardwood Depot (Tom Sproule),
Guelph, Ont.

Sidney Tucker, Willowdale, Ont.
Don Zecchino, Unionville, Ont.

1440
1441

Gord Paterson

Quinte Show 1996 - April 20 1996
It was a dark and stormy night...well.. maybe it
wasn’'t night time, but it sure looked like it at
7.30 am on this morning and it sure as heck
was stormy. It was a driving rain storm, but |
managed to remain dry as | climbed into my car
for the drive to the Quinte show in Belleville,
handy things carports are in damp weather eh?

After driving for about 1 1/2 hours through some
of the heaviest rain I've seen for a long time, |
arrived at Loyalist College to find the rain
coming to a stop...aha says |, the God’s are
shinning on Wannabe woodcarvers this
morning. | parked the car and was at that
famous point of no return between the car and
the building entrance, when, down came
another downpour, needless to, say | arrived at
the show entrance in a dampened state, but as
| entered the carving display table area my
dampened spirits were suddenly forgotten as
my eyes focused on the panorama before me.
There were carvers from Peterborough, Cold
Creek, Norththumberland, Brooklin, Bowman-
ville, Gananoque, some Toronto area Ontario
Woodcarvers Association members and of
course the hosts of this show, the Quinte
Woodcarvers Association. Now if | missed
naming any group it might of been cuz | was
soaked and the rain water was still dripping into
my eyes, but it most likely was | just didn't
notice your table identification, | saw lots of
familiar faces but | certainly don't know where
every individual carver comes from that |'ve met
since becoming a wannabe woodcarver.

Of course the Toronto area OWCA members |
had no trouble recognizing, and who by the way
were doing an excellent job of demonstrating
such as Rick Brooker, Lorraine Terene, Lou
Cohen and Joe Dampf, oh yeah and some
competition ribbon winning was going on with
some of this group too.

The competition part of this show was expanded
again this year to include some non-fowl
categories, such as Chip & Relief, Realistic
Human, Animal or Aquatic, Stylized or Abstract
- any subject and Caricature and Novelty
carving. This new division along with the
Decorative Wildfowl Division and the Floating
Wildfowl Division provided quite a large entry of
excellent carvings.

Floating...now there is a division that really takes
a lot of skill, it's mind boggling...not only have
you got to make it look like a duck, but it has to
float like a duck..no tilting to the starboard or
anything else that looks like its ready to turn
itself into a submarine, or heaven forbid, floats
around like its just been shot. It makes one
wonder, what's the next step in decoy carving,
make it quack like a duck?

A great selection of vendors were in evidence,
Jan’s Carving Supplies, T.0.W. Woodcarving
Supplies, Wood-N-Feathers carving supplies,
Specialty Lumber & Crafts had a good selection
of various type of wood, Smith’'s Books from
Belleville had a good selection of books on
carving and other wood related subjects on their
table, better than any Smith's book store that
I've ever been in.

So wet or not it was an enjoyable day for the
wannabe woodcarver and | look forward to the
Quinte Woodcarvers show in 1997. Hey, maybe
those talented floating decoy carvers that | saw
will have their creations doing the backstroke or
even the butterfly stroke next year! Now there’s
something to look forward too, better mark this
show down on next years calendar, wouldn't
want to miss seeing the floating division now
would you?

Yours in woodcarving.
A.Wannabe Woodcarver.



INHOUSE CARVING COMPETITION
APRIL 15, 1996

Response to the competition was very
heartening to Programme Director, Dave Tait
and his diligent helpers on Monday, April 15th at
York Mills Collegiate.

Over sixty members took part in the competition
and a queue of eager participants at the
registration tables resembled the situation
outside Eatons and the Bay stores for Boxing
Day Sales! A revised list of Categories had
been established for this competition allowing a
wider range of participation to the members.
However, there were some questions raised over
deciding which category best suited certain
entries. These matters were resolved promptly

by Dave Tait and Don Swenor before the
judging got underway. As usual, the
considerable talent of OWCA members was very
evident and several excellent pieces of work
were on view for the approval and judging of all
attending members. A list of ribbon winners can
be found elsewhere in this Newsletter but
photographs of the affair were limited to shots of
general activities as an economy move bearing
in mind the number of award winning entries.

All participating members are to be
complimented on their individual efforts and a
vote of thanks is made to Dave Tait for
organizing and running another successtul
Inhouse Competition.

John Marshall

APRIL 15 - INHOUSE COMPETITION RESULTS

NOVICE
General 1st B. Pressmar
2nd K. Schermerndy
3rd C. McCarthy
Wood Burning 1st R. Cardwell
znu  D. Csbuiiie
3rd D. Haycock
Marine 1st D. McRae
2nd A. Halmagyi
3rd V. Ennis
Animals 1st D. McRae
2nd A. Joslyn
3rd B. Blacoc
Chip Carving ist M. Trvant
2nd M. Trvant
3rd J. Brown
Whittling 1st J. Morrison
2nd J. Morrison
3rd J. Morrison
Birds 1st J. Ennis
2nd J. Asafield
3rd A. Clement

INTERMEDIATE OPEN
E. Holland N. Kelly
R. Brooker T. Fagai
R. Brooker H. Thomson
B. Smith D. Marsh
B. Smith L. Terene
B. Smith W. Syer
M. Savage D. Marsh
M. Savage D. Marsh
- W. Syer
K. Reid -
J. Middleton ——
K. Tsnmora ———
R. Brooker ——
J. Marshall m———
J. Clark ————
D. Allison G. Baker &
A. Coulson H. Hamilton
B. Downing H. Nepazing



WOODCARVING TOOLS

Sharpening There are two steps involved in
sharpening wood carving gouges and chisels -
Grinding and Honing.

New carving tools are seldom sharp enough for
easy or proper carving. This is due to difficulties
in handling, shipping, storing, packaging and
merchandising. Many tools come with blunt
ends, and incorrect bevel angles. All books
about wood carving have instructions on how to
sharpentools, and almost invariably this involves
the use of stones to remove the unwanted
metal. It looks so simple, rubbing back and
forth appears deceptively easy - the problem is
ending up with a flat bevel. Very few people
can hold a tool at a constant angle when using
stones; its hard enough doing this on a knife
blade or flat chisel, let alone the curved and
bent gouges carvers use. Another problem is
the patience required to spend many hours of
slowly removing metal.

When you ask any carver how they sharpen
tools, they usually say they use an emery wheel.
Hand holding a carving tool against the edge of
a 6" or 8" emery wheel going over three
thousand rotations per minute looks easy, but it
isnt. You often end up with a rounded bevel or
a burnt edge. Once burnt this edge will never
stand up to carving. Many's the time I've had to
grind a half-inch off the end of a carver's tool to
reach hardened steel. Even experienced
carvers occasionally burn the thin edges.

Early on | remember building a wooden box to
stand my grinder on its end, and grind tools on
the flat side of the wheel: Looking back it was
a dumb move. Grinding wheels are not
designed to be used on the side of the wheel
and can result in a wheel flying apart. The
exception to this is a German designed wheel
made from metal with holes in the wheel which
makes the tool visible while rotating. The tool is
hand held from below. This is still a hand held
method and still prone to burning. There are
also grinding wheels made from rubber with bits
of abrasive in their make-up. These come in
many shapes to fit the inside and outside of
gouges and chisels. Many carvers swear by
these, but | fail to see the difference, they still
end up with rounded and burnt bevels.

So what's left? For me the answer came many
years ago while on a trip to England. We toured
the Record Marples plant in Sheffield, and one
of their operations was rough grinding tools on
abrasive belts. This was an automatic operation
where the tools were mechanically held and
pressed against the belts. These resulted in a
flat bevel and no burning, because the heat
generated was dissipated along the length of the
belt. When | arrived home | threw together a
belt grinding machine made from an old
washing machine motor and a one-inch by forty-
two inch abrasive belt. This machine has a vital
sliding tool rest. The result was a remarkably
simple and easy way of grinding curved gouges.
While you can still burn tools on this belt, its a
far cry from the emery wheel method. To date
many hundreds of these machines have been
built. Quite a few of my students have built a
Dampf Grinder and they all report the ease of
sharpening, and resulting cut fingers - along
with a new respect for their sharp cutting edges.

Plans for this grinder have been published many
times in this publication and other magazines.
OWCA once held a weekend seminar to build
these grinders. Next time - the importance of
flat bevels and how to get them.

Joe Dampf

Nominations of Officers for the Executive

General Meeting - April 15, 1996
In accordance with the rules of the Association,
the president, Don Swenor, called for
nominations of members to the OWCA Executive
to take effect in the Fall of 1996 for a two year
term of office. The following nominations were
made:

1. Gord Paterson nominated Don Swenor
for re-election.

2! John Marshall nominated Jim Brown.

3. Wayne Linkert nominated Norm Greer for
re-election.

All nominees confirmed acceptance of their
nomination and elections for all members on the
slate of officers will be held at our regular and
last meeting of the 1996-1996 term on May 27,
1996 at Finch Avenue Public School.

John Marshall



"The Victorian Gingerbread Design & Craft
Ltd." custom made chests, cradles, with
carvings. Add charm and warmth to your home
by beautifying it with Victorian-style Gingerbread
ornaments, decorative rustic trims, corner and
fan brackets. Contact Mr. Wolf Koecher at
(416) 767-6641 for further information.

(4

SPECIAL NOTIFICATION TO ALL MEMBERS!

In 1995 the OWCA Annual Show was successful
and the main reason for this was the
participation of our members in selling and
buying the raffle tickets presented to them and
requesting their assistance to sell them. This
year we have enclosed a book of tickets and a
self addressed envelope for the return of ticket
stubs and your cheque or money order back to
our Treasurer, George Baker. The tickets are
$2.00 each or 3 tickets for $5.00. The return for
the 6 tickets sold will be $10.00. Any member
willing to sell more tickets should request the
Treasurer to send more with their return.

Our raffle tickets list 8 prizes, but we have
aiready received addiiionai piizes 1o be added
to the draw. | have asked for some carving
prizes as this is the type of prizes our paying
patrons would like to win. When we displayed
the prizes to be won at the Show our ticket sales
increased when our public witnessed the chance
to win a carving. We will list any prize carving
and the carver's name on our display board at
the Show.

When you have sold a book it would be greatly
appreciated that you return your stubs with your
cheque or money order as soon as possible -
the Treasurer has many expenses to take care
of in the production costs of our Annual Show
and your quick returns will help to provide him
with a budget to cover these expenses.

Jim Craig

VOLUNTEERS
Presently | am listing the names of members
willing to provide us with some assistance of
their time as volunteer workers. We require
people for security, ticket sellers for admitting,

ticket sellers for raffle tickets, volunteers for our
coffee room, volunteers to assist the judges,
volunteers to assist our photographer, volunteers
for set-up of tables on Friday the 18th.

If you can afford some time | would like to hear
from you so that | can list the time and day you
can provide us with some assistance. Please
contact John Marshall, Vice President 221-3886.

St

Bob Dick and his wife Joan have volunteered to
work the coffee room and this couple did a
magnificent job last year, but they did need
some time off over the 2 day period and | insist
on providing some time off for them so please
call and let me name you to be their relief so
they may enjoy a quiet cup of tea or a coffee
break.

Donations for Lucky Door Prizes

| have received some names and have listed
them for my records but | would appreciate
some new names for this year's Show. Please
cail. i 100k foiwaid io heaiing from you.

Jim Craig
]
ELDON HUMPHREYS STUDIO
Princes St., Kincardine, Ontario N2Z 2T9

Telephone: (519) 396-3242
1996 Caricature Woodcarving Workshops

Class #1: Heads and Faces (3)
July 26, 27 and 28
Class #2: Scottish Bagpiper

August 22, 28, 24 and 25

From the requests of students, both classes will
include painting.

Fee: (includes painting instruction)
$200.00 3-day

$250.00 4-day

Wood: Basswood blank provided



Ontario Wood Carvers Association
Statement of Receipts and Disbursements

March 1995 to March 1994 to
February 1996 February 1995
Opening Bank Balance $2,328.91 $5,300.07
Receipts
Annual Membership Dues $8,355.00 $7,908.25
OWCA Crests/Pins 279.50 178.75
OWCA Seminars 1,280.00 1,520.00
Dinners Nil Nil
OWCA Shows 8,310.00 5,174.25
Misc. Income 1,275.41 891.48
Donations 210.00 55.00
International Shows e
Total Receipts $19.709.91 $15,727.73
Disbursements
OWCA Shows $5,327.10 $7,230.99
OWCA Seminars 1,076.45 1,497.46
Meeting Expenses 1,043.88 1,357.19
Dinners Nil Nil
Awards Nil Nil
Publicity 146.12 Nil
Postage and Telephone 244.03 11.50
Newsletter 6,709.88 7,960.32
Supplies and Books 50.83 567.03
Misc. Exnenses 1.052.92 124.90
$15,651.21 $18,749.39
Total Disbursements $4,058.70 ($3,021.66)
Receipts less Disbursements $5,848.50 $2,478.91
Closing Bank Balance

Rockton Wood Show & Carving Competition

Presented by the Rockton Agricultural Society, the 4th Annual Rockton Wood Show & Carving
Competition was held on April 19th, 20th and 21st, 1996. George Baker and | were fortunate to be
invited to help in the judging of the competition and we were joined there by the 3rd member of the
team, Brian Gilmore. The standard of the carvings was very high and in many cases we had to have
a long hard look and careful concentration before declaring the winners. This was in every way a first-
class event and Betty White, Pamela Leslie and her capable staff did a super job of organizing the
competition. Everything ran smoothly from start to finish. Forty-seven exhibitors showed off their
products and many free seminars and carving demonstrations made this a most successful weekend.
One notable feature of the show was the display of the carvings in special glass cabinets. This enables
the viewing public to see the carvings at very close range and yet maintain complete security of the
work. Hot coffee supplied throughout our judging duties had a succulent lunch helped to make this a
most pleasant day.

Ron Stuart






1996 CARVING EVENTS

Wye Marsh Assoc. of Woodcarvers - PO Box 100, Midland, Ontario L4R 4K6 (705) 526-7809
WILDLIFE WOODCARVING SERIES 1996
May 25 & 26 Painting a Mallard Drake with Jan Fitch (study cast available)

June 1 & 2 - Strathroy 3rd Annual Wood Carving Competition. Sponsored by Thames Valley
Woodcarvers - Information Ted Wright (519) 245-0282.

June 6-8 - Laval’s Wood Sculpturing International Festival with four great themes being presented:
The Art Gallery, The Competition, Demonstration Hall and The Information Hall. Wood Sculpturing
Competition cash prizes amount to $7,000.00. Sites are available for exhibitions. Judges & Instructor
at the festival are Beni Deschémes, Neil Cox, Frank Russell (USA), Paul Burdette, Dennis Moor.
Information contact: Robert Gauthier (514) 666-3838.

Aug. 9-11 - Durham Wood Show, Durham, Ont. Carving & Woodworking Competition. $5,000.00 in
Cash Prizes. Information: The Wood Show (519) 369-6902.

Sept. 14 & 15 - Wye Marsh Assoc. of WoodCarvers - Canadian Wildlife Championships, Wye Marsh
Wildlife Centre, Midland, Ont. Al Rabjohn, Coordinator (705) 526-7809.

Sept. 6-15 Western Fair, London, Ontario - Woodcarving Competition. Information: Jennifer
Dangavell (519) 438-7203.

Sept. 20-22 - Thorndale Fall Fair - Wildlife Wood Carving & Woodworking Championship - Jim Scott
(519) 472-5998, Neil Robertson (519) 744-5739.

Sept. 21 & 22 - Triple 'C’ Carvers, Sarnia, Ont. Annual Wood Carving Competition. Point Edward
Arena, 210 Monk St., Point Edward, Ont. N7V 1N2. Bill Mitchell, Co-Chairperson (519) 542-8421.

Sept. 28 & 29 - Regina Whittler & Woodcarvers, 2nd Annual Carving Show and Competition. C.B.C.
Broadcast Centre, Galleria, 2440 Broad St., Regina, Sask. Information Dick Thomson (306) 543-7094.

October 4, 5, 6 - Woodstock Fairgrounds, Ont. The Woodstock Wood Show. Contact The Woodstock
Woodshow Inc., PO Box 1272, Woodstock, Ont. N4S 8R2 (519) 539-7772 or Joe (519) 423-6722.

October 10 - Brooklin Woodcarvers 7th Annual Carving Show & Competition. Northview Community
Centre, 150 Beatrice St. E., Oshawa, Ontario. Information: Larry Skuratow (905) 728-1996.

October 19 & 20 - Ontario Wood Carvers Association Show, Sale &
Competition - Malvern Community Centre, Scarborough 10:00 am to 6:00 pm.
Contact James Craig (905) 886-2089 or George Baker (416) 741-4750.

October 26 - Peterborough Woodcarvers Assoc. Show & Sale Buckhorn, Ontario. Jim Hill, Club
Secretary, 657 Gilmour St., Peterborough, Ont. K9J 4V2,



THE ONTARIO WOOD CARVERS SHOW, OCTOBER 19TH & 20TH
"CARVERS DISPLAY TABLE REGISTRATION'

Complete information about the OWCA show will be available soon, however, since we will be
working on a FIRST COME - FIRST SERVED basis for the booking of the wood carvers display
tables, it is important for you to get yours as soon as possible to avoid disappointment. The fee for
each display table is $7.00, please complete this form and mail it with your cheque or money order
to Don Swenor, 14 Rintella Court, Scarborough, Ont. M1P 3VS5 or book tables with Gord Paterson
at our General Meetings.

NAME:
ADDRESS:

Postal Code:
No. of tables required:

TELEPHONE NO.:

Please make all cheques/money orders payable to the Ontario Wood Carvers Association
O Cheque O Money Order [ Cash

ONTARIO WOOD CARVERS ASSOCIATION

mbershi
Membership GORDON PATERSON

Application
The membership fee is currently $30 per
year, payable with this application, and

Please make cheques payable to: Ontario
Wood Carvers Association and send with
application to:

50 LADYSBRIDGE DRIVE
SCARBOROUGH ONT.

includes a subscription to the Ontario M1G 3H7

Wood Carvers Newsletter. Renewal is

on the anniversary of joining and is

indicated on the mailing label.

Name New OO  Renewal O
Address

City Province Postal Code
Home Phone Business Phone Cheque O Cash O

-10 -




I DAD CARVES UVED KINDS OF BRDS/
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