Ontario
Woodcarver

The Official Newsletter of the
Ontario Wood Carvers Association Issue No. 141 December 1996

A. Parry




OWCA EXECUTIVE
& VOLUNTEERS

President/Editor

Don Swenor .......... (416) 757-7909

Vice President

John Marshall ......... (416) 221-3886

Secretary

Judy Foster . . ... v.- (416) 438-9755

Treasurer

George Baker ......... (416) 741-4750

Membership Convenor

Peachy Chapman ...... (416) 439-4664

Communications Director

JMCraig .. .ovemeenis (905) 886-2089
Programme Director

DaveTalt .. omumens (416) 484-1474

Show Director

DonMartin........... (519) 843-6309

Directors at Large

Norm Greer .......... (416) 444-5459
Ty Lemberg ........... (416) 690-3500

Archives: Gord Paterson (416) 439-8183
Name Tags: Al Shewan . (416) 749-6260
50/50 Draw:
Peach Chapman (416) 439-4664
Judy Foster ... (416) 438-5755
Librarians:  Vicky & Howard
(PA System) Greenaway . (905) 773-5774
Coffee: Lewis Cohen (416) 633-8605
News Editor:

Date of Next Meeting
Monday, December 16, 1996
7:30 p.m. SHARP
YORK MILLS COLLEGIATE
“Free” Christmas Buffet

- AND -

Many “Free” Door Prizes
will be drawn.

401
4 York Mills
- . 9
4 Collegiate =
@ @
& =
York Mills

Ontario Woodcarver

The official newsletter of the Ontario Wood
Carvers
Association (OWCA)
OWCA is a registered non-profit organization
(#0812867-22), dedicated to the promotion of
woodcarving in Ontario. Opinions expressed
herein are not necessarily the views of the
OWCA unless expressly stated as such

Copyright © 1996 OWCA
ISSN 1183-1235

Editor: Don Swenor

REGULAR CONTRIBUTORS:
Jim Craig
Joe Dampf
Bert Hirt
Gord Paterson
John Marshall

Please address all correspondence to the Editor:
14 Rintella Crt., Scarborough M1P 3V5

(416) 757-7909




Our next meeting is on Monday, December
16", and once again our Christmas season is
coming on fast. During this meeting we are
having our free Christmas Buffet prepared by
our own Lewis Cohen and his happy group of
volunteers.

Don Martin has arranged to have a number
of free door prizes for our door draw, which
will be drawn throughout the evening.

At this meeting we would like everyone to
bring one of your carvings for a giant Show
‘n Tell evening. You don't have to talk about
it, just show it if you want, but bring them out.
From Novice through to Master carver, lets
make it our night to wrap up OWCA'’s end of
year for 1996.

So remember, bring your carvings, stories
and memories to our OWCA holiday season
meeting, December 16, 1996 at 7:30 p.m.!"

Don Swenor
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Seasons Greetings

At this time of year, the Executive and myself
would like to thank all members and their
families in making our club activities and
meetings so successful. Wishing you a very
special Merry Christmas and a New Year
filled with Happiness, Good Health and
Prosperity.
Sincerely Yours
Don Swenor
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Once again the time is here
To wish one and all good cheer
With the New Year rolling in so fast
Please continue. to carve then at last
At our carving show you will participate
With one of the carvings you did create
. So with this in mind we wish to say

Report

Have a Merry Xmas and a Happy New
Year every day.

Peach Chapman, Membership Convenor
Judy Foster, Secretary
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It's the time of the year, I'm sure you'll agree,
When friends and good fellowship mean a
great deal to me.

As a result of this feeling, | wish you good
cheer,

For a Jolly Fine Xmas and a good Carving
Year.

Merry Xmas to all from John Marshall
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Christmas Message

For all those members who | won't get a
chance to see before Christmas and the New
Year, | would take this opportunity to wish
you and yours
All the very best for Christmas
And may Health and Prosperity be
In your hands for the New Year

James Craig
Director of Communications

()

To all OWCA members and their families:

May your Christmas be bright and beautiful
and your New Year be filled with warmth and
happiness.

George Baker
Treasurer



The November Blasé has a Bright Note

November 18"; Our meeting night and our in-
house carving competition started off with
early bird members arriving at our meeting
hall and finding out that our space for the
night was cancelled and we were out in the
cold without explanation or notice. President
Don Swenor and | arrived to our irate
members wanting to know what has
happened - Don Swenor had received
notification on Thursday (by mail) to say the
school had scheduled use of this location
and we could not use this room. Don
contacted both principal and vice principal to
relate that it would be impossible to contact
our members on such short notice. Once
explanations and assurances were made he
received verbal approval that we could use
this room and the students would vacate the
room by 6:30 p.m. Now the only ones not
aware of our contract being honoured was
the teachers and the students and also the
janitors who had not received an updated
printout that the Ontario Wood Carvers Assn.
would have use of the room under their
contract. We were at our wit's end but the
senior ianitor said he would locate us a
gymnasium at the west end of the building.
Well we viewed the gym and said no
problem!!! Yes problems!!! No chairs - no
tables! The janitor came to our rescue once
more and said take the bench tables from
our regular location and set up our meeting in
the gym. The bright note to this fiasco was
that the members on hand and all the others
that were coming through the doors grabbed,
pulled, pushed and although the gym
seemed like it was 3 miles down halls and
corridors, they came together and set up this
makeshift meeting room in record time. Its a
great feeling to see and be part of a club
group like ours coming together and getting
a job done with such enthusiasm. Lew
" Cohen arrived on scene, layed out the
goodie table and cranked up the coffee pot in
record time. Dave Tait arranged the carving
show table to cover all categories for novice,
intermediate and open classes. He mustered
up a crew of George Baker, Don Allison,
Debbie Osborne, Bob Cardwell and himself,
registered all the carvings without a hitch and
they continued to do this right up to a time
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when Don announced all carvings were in
place.

Don called on John Marshall for a report of
activities and performances by members
over this past month. John related that a
group consisting of Rod Dione, Heinz
Nepaszing, Lewis Cohen and himself
attended at the secondary school of Mother
Teresa in Scarborough to demonstrate to the
entire school their carving skills. They were
there from 9:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. and the
students would visit with them when classes
changed and during their lunch break. |
understand that the teachers and the
principal were delighted with their displays
and more than pleased with the attention and
conduct of the students. Nice work guys.
We thank you all for your endeavours on our
behalf. When all the ballots were cast on the
voting for carvings - the committee
registering the votes got to work. Don who
loves to get on the mike reluctantly gave it up
to Ty Lemberg who was to give us a short
talk on the difficulty of carving a duck. He
followed this with a talk on the extreme
difficulty in painting this carving to make it
look like a duck. He was about to start on
another subject when he spotted Don
heading his way - Ty commented to me later
that “Don looked like Major Bowes (of
Amateur Night Fame) coming to give him the
hook” so Ty passed the mike to Rick Brooker
and escaped the hook. Rick gave a short
talk and topped it off with the 50/50 luck
number draw.

So what started out on a sour note with
relocating our meeting became an “A” okay
night with lots of carvings to see and vote on
and the choices of our members votes were
welcomed with warm applause for the
winners. Special thanks for helping make the
evening a success must to out to Joe Dampf
- he found an outlet, a table, a spot and set
himself up to photograph all the first place
carvings and get their names and class
event. When we need help, Joe is one guy
we can count on. | do believe if Joe had to
photograph carvings in the Sahara Desert
he'd probably pull out a solar panel for power
and complete the job. Thanks for being
there for us. Howard Greenaway came to



set up the library with his wife, Vicky.
Unfortunately no table, no space for the
library so he got to work and set up the P.A.
system to meet the needs for
announcements and helped save the night.
Peachie Chapman got a table, a chair, a roll
of tickets and someone to help. Her
daughter, Judy Foster was unable to attend
so Peachie got the job done. This duo of
mother

and daughter work well together and we're
fortunate to have them in this organization.
| always think that. Peachie and Judy make
a great pear - eh! | brought all the sweat
shirts, t-shirts, hats, tote bags and aprons but
could not set up but will bring them to our
December 16" meeting (free lunch) to all
who attend. Any purchase can be made by
cheque or just your name will be honoured.

Sincerely, J. Craig

THE WINDSOR WOODCARVING MUSEUM

The OWCA show not only gives you the
opportunity to see fine carvings but also
gives you the chance to talk to members that
you may not have met for a while. | hadn't
seen lta Ozols since the last OWCA show
and after we got caught up with all the things
we had been doing, she said “what a pity we
can't see carvings like these more often,
WHY NOT HAVE A WOODCARVING
MUSEUM?” Incredibly the very next day |
received in the mail an invitation to attend
the grand opening of Canada's first wood
carving museum.

| heard about the possibility of a museum
early in 1993 when | received a letter from
Rosemary Schiller, in which she outlined her
ideas and all the advantages of such a place.
She had been getting advice from Joe
Dampf and many other people and was
interested in what | might be able to add. |
sent her some comments on the idea and
information about the carvers quilt project
that had just been completed and urged her
to keep trying. | was very busy at the time
with the first Malvern OWCA show and
suggested that if she came she might get
some ideas for her museum. As it turned out
| had very little time to talk to Rosemary
during the show but | did realize from our
brief conversation that if anybody could do it,
she would most likely be the one.

In the 1993 September issue of the OWCA
newsletter | stated briefly that Rosemary
Schiller was trying to get a woodcarving
museum started and that we were all
interested to know how she would make out.
Unfortunately | heard no more from
Rosemary after that and the museum idea
faded from my mind. Only when Ita Ozols

mentioned it did | suddenly start to remember
all the details.

So now here it was, November 5", 1996 and
| was not only talking to Rosemary once
again but this time we were actually at the
grand opening of The Windsor Woodcarving
Museum. Joe Dampf was the featured
carver and about 200 people were milling
around admiring the carvings on display.
Many of the fine carvings were supplied by
members of the Windsor club known as The
Sunparlour Woodcarvers. Some OWCA
members may recall the excellent carving
shows that the Windsor Club put on a few
years back and what a scramble it was to get
a table at these popular shows.
Unfortunately like most things these days,
finances are not available and the shows are
no more.

There were some familiar faces in the crowd.
Bud LeBranche who for many years was the
president and driving force of the Windsor
Club, Chris Rees, a well known Windsor
carver and sculptor whose fantastic work is
seen in Chip Chats now and then, and Grant
Bone a carver who carved the square that
represented Windsor in the Carvers Quilt.
Everyone was very friendly and excited and
at the official moment of opening a dignitary
from the Windsor council gave a brief speech
and with a few blows of a mallet cut the
wooden ribbon with a large gouge.

If you happen to be in Windsor or passing
through, | recommend that you take the time
to visit the museum, it is located on the
ground floor of the Library Building at 850
Ouellette Avenue. There is plenty of parking
at the rear and lots to see when you enter.
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Maybe you would like to show your carvings
there with a view to selling them or perhaps
just to have them on display. If you have any
questions about the museum, write to
Rosemary Schiller at 883 St. Mary’'s Blvd.,
Windsor, Ontario N8S 2T8 or give her a call
at 519-945-4254. | know she will be glad to
hear from you and will be only too pleased to
give you any information you may need.

Lots of light, spacious cabinets,

So congratulations to Rosemary and all
those hardworking people who helped and
supported her, lets hope this will be the start
of many years of success for the Windsor
Woodcarving Museum, and yes lta, there
really is a woodcarving museum.

Bernie lles

and room to move are features

found at the new WINDSOR WOODCARVING MUSEUM.

Rosemary (center rear) watches as
her dream officially comes true.

works on his masterpiece.

Joan Dampf looks on as Joe



John Bail

Dave Eadie
Jim Frandsen
Tom Gallagher
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‘Bernie Tles

OLD FRIENDS -

| headed down the corridor and wondered
how they would look, it hadn’t been that long
but we had all gone through a lot since | last
saw them. | wondered what shape they
would be in and was even a little surprised to
hear that they were still with us.

| met these friends for the first time around
November, 1988 and they were introduced to
me by none other than Eldon Humphreys. At
the time we were starting to get the 1989
CNE show organized and | felt we should
have some kind of spectacular wood carving
at our entrance to attract more visitors into
the carving show. Eldon was the OWCA
vice president at the time and | mentioned to
him that a policeman and a lost child might
be an idea, in no time he had carved a
caricature of a kindly policeman towering
over a small child, trying to console the child
by letting him wear his boots and hat.

It was a wonderful carving and as | say for
the first time | met my two friends, the child
and the policeman. | will not bore you with all
the details as they can be found in the 1989
November/December issue of Chip Chats,
suffice to say that 11 OWCA members got
together to produce an enlarged version of
Eldon's fine carving. We finished the job in
early August, the policeman ended up at
about 7 feet high and the little boy about 3
feet high and the whole thing weighed,
depending on who you talk to, anywhere
from 600 Ibs to over 15001bs.

LOST
CHILDREN®

Eldon Humphreys

Bruce Mackenzie

Since Eldon was in the OPP he knew that
they could use it for goodwill exhibits the
OPP put on around the province. We
therefore decided to present it too the OPP
on August 9", 1989 and that night we all
appeared on the front page of the Star. After
the 1989 CNE show was over, the OPP put
the carving on the road in a specially built
trailer and began showing it across the
province. For a while | kept bumping into my
two friends at different shows, but gradually,
for various reasons, | did not see them and
other projects took over until | had almost
forgotten them. At this years OWCA show |
was delighted to see Eldon again and as we
talked about old times he mentioned that he
knew where our friends were and that they
had found a permanent home.

So that's how | came to be walking down a
corridor in the brand new OPP headquarters
in Orillia, and suddenly there they were, the
lost child being consoled by the friendly
policeman. They were both in excellent
condition and with their bright new paint they
looked just the way they were in 1989. As |
studied them my mind slipped back to the
time | first met them and the great time we all
had at OWCA putting them together.

If you happen to be in Orillia you too can see
this OWCA carving at the OPP
Headquarters, look for the OPP signs, you
can't miss it.

Bernie lles

SOME OF THE SIGNS LOCATED ON THE BASE



THE NIGHT BEFORE CHRISTMAS

Twas the night before Xmas and where
was old Claus
He was down in the basement with his
chisels and saws
A carver of note, he wanted to see
There was a gift for everyone under the
tree
With chisel and knife, and help from his
elves
Old Santa got cracking and filled all his
shelves
So when you awake on the 25" morn
Be thankful for gifts the great Carver has
borne.

Carving of the City of Scarborough
Coat of Arms
The Ontario Woodcarvers Association was asked by the City of Scarborough to carve a crest of
the new Scarborough Coat of Arms for the Mayor, Frank Faubert.

Councillor Ron Watson and Dave Hawkins, Manager of Support Services, were put in charge of
the project, and arrangements were made with OWCA to have it carved in basswood, 31" in
diameter and 2 %" thick.

Don Swenor, President of OWCA asked Coral Walker and Warren Van Every to carve the crest
with a few other members of the Association.

The pattern was traced on the wood and work started on Saturday August 24, 1996. The Birkdale
Community Centre and Nautilus Arts and Crafts store allowed us the use of their facilities and
work progressed rapidly. Since the fall woodcarving classes started, it slowed down but still is
moving along. The project completion date is January 15, 1997.

Members of the OWCA who are working on the crest are:

Coral Walker Warren Van Every
Fred Gonder Ron Palmer

Kay Sayers Glenna Christie
Gord Paterson Tom Humphreys
Ralph Fisher Bruce Fawcett

Coral Walker
Project Co-ordinator

Membership Report
We would all like to welcome the following
new OWCA members:

W.J. Parsons Ted Easton
Cheryl Near Paul Gowling
Burt Robinson ' Mary Mollison
Leslie Smuk Mark DeGagne i/

lan Brown John Crockatt %
Dennis Beukelman .

Peach Chapman
L. Terene
Moose & Baby



OWCA IN-HOUSE COMPETITION FIRST PLACE WINNERS

NOVEMBER 18TH
CATEGORY CARVER ENTRY # TITLE
OPEN
1. General J. Gregory 04 Nanny
6. Animals L. Terene 02 Moose & Baby
INTERMEDIATE
5. Chip Carving Bud Smith 01 Clock
6. Animals 0. Rannamae 02 Elephant
7. Whittling J. Marshall 10 Crime & Punishment
3. Marine Bud Smith 03 -
8. Relief Carving R. Davis 21 -
1. General R. Brooker 16 Moai
NOVICE
7. Whittling A. Upchurch 22 Skiers
6. Animals L. Smuk 21 Beaver
2. Birds |. Robertson 11 Bird
4. Wood Burning A. Parry 16 -
8. Relief Carving A. Clements 15 -
2. Birds B. Robinson 11 Ruddy Duck
John Marshall
LOST!!!

Oops or should | say #!?7@&* it, we lost the sheets listing the names for the 2™ and 3™ place
ribbon winners in our November in-house competition. If you are a winner, please give Dave Tait

a call (416) 484-1474 and we will list them in the January, OWCA newsletter.

l. Robertson
Bird
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R. Davis

L. Smuk
Beaver

0. Rannamae
Elephant

R. Brooker
Moai

Bud Smith
Clock

A. Upchurch
Skiers

J. Marshall
Crime & Punishment

B. Robinson
Ruddy Duck



COLLINGWOOD CHIPPERS

In Collingwood, there is a group of interested woodcarvers called the Collingwood Chippers, who
meet at the Leisure Time Centre every Tuesday morning from 9:30 a.m. till noon. They would
welcome any carvers in the “Georgian Triangle” area to join their club. For further information:

Collingwood Chippers, Woodcarving Group
c/o Collingwood Leisure Time Club
100 Minnesota Street
Collingwood, Ontario
L9Y 4R5
President: Eleanor Burke (705) 445-9685

UPCOMING CARVING EVENTS _
February 7, 9, 1997 - Ottawa Woodworking Show & Sale Lansdowne Park, Aberdeen Pavilion,
1015 Bank St., Contact: Neil Jones, (519) 351-8344 or write Cryderman Productions, Inc., 136
Thames St., Chatham, Ont. N7L 2Y8.

February 22, 1997 - Northumberland Woodcarvers Club 12" Annual Show Alnwick Civic
Centre, Roseneath, Ont. Contact: Don Coyler, Box 68, Harwood, Ont. (905) 342-2964.

March 7-16, 1997 - Canadian Open Wildfowl Carving Competition Coliseum, Exhibition Park,
Toronto. Contact: Toronto Sportsmen’s Association, 17 Mill St., Willowdale, Ont. M2P 1B3
(416) 487-4477.

March 21, 22, 23, 1997 - Kitchener-Waterloo Wood Show, 14" Annual Show Woodworking
Competition Categories: 1. Carving in round or relief - theme “Rural Living” (Farm/Country);
2. Furniture - coffee tables; 3. Turning; 4. Wooden signs - max. Dimension 4ft.; 5. Youth - open
class for those 21 years and under. Deadline for entry June 1/97. Works displayed August 8-
10/97. For entry form & further information: The Wood Show, P.O. Box 920, Durham, On. NOG
1RO Tel: (519) 369-6902 or Fax: (519) 369-5750.

April 2-6, 1997 - Quebec Decoy Carving Contest Place Bonaventure. Contact: Les Salons des
Sportsmen, 1155 rue Metcalfe, Suite 1630, Montreal, P.Q. M3B 2V5 (514) 866-5409 or Toronto
Sportsmen’s as shown above.

April 18, 19, 20, 1997 - Rockton Wood Show & Carving Competition (519) 647-2502.

April 19, 1997 - 10" Annual Carving Show & Carving Competition Loyalist College, Belleville,
Ont. Contacts: Jerry Mann (613) 968-6670, Gordon Stirling (613) 967-1937, lan Dallas (613) 478-
5952. E-mail iadallas@limestone.kosone.com

May 30, 31, June 1, 1997 - Ancaster Wood Show Ancaster Fair Grounds, 625 Hwy. 53E,
Ontario (905) 575-0450.

October 18™, 19t 1997 - ONTARIO WOODCARVERS ASSOCIATION 18" Annual
Carving Show, Sale & Competition at Malvern Community Centre, (Sewells Rd. &
Neilson Rd.) Scarborough, Ontario. Contact: James Craig (905) 886-2089 or George Baker
(416) 741-4750 for further information.
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Ontario Wood Carvers
Association

Be a member and enjoy the
following benefits

. Monthly newsletter Monthly meetings
Sept. to May Sept. to May

Access to the OWCA free lending library and the
opportunity to socialize with fellow woodcarvers

JOIN THE ONTARIO WOOD CARVERS ASSOCIATION and
receive a newsletter every month, Sept-May with articles and tips
on tools, woodcarving techniques, local and out of town carving
show listings and also book and carving show reviews.

The free use of the OWCA woodcarving book lending library which includes some 300 books on all
aspects of woodcarving. Informative meetings once a month Sept-May, with guest speakers, inhouse
competitions and the opportunity to socialize with and discuss or get advise from more experienced
woodcarvers on how to solve woodcarving problems you might be encountering .

Listings of the Names and address of local and out of town Woodcarving teachers, Tool Vendors and

Wood vendors are also available .

ONTARIO WOOD CARVERS ASSOCIATION

Membership Application
The membership fee is currently $30 per
year, payable with this application, and
includes a subscription to the Ontario Wood
Carvers Newsletter. Renewal is on the
anniversary of joining and is indicated on the
mailing label.

- P " —— PEACHY CHAPMAN
ease make cheques payable to: Ontario ;
Wood Carvers Association and send with 132 PAINTED POST DRIVE

application to: SCARBOROUGH ONT.
MIH 1T5

Name New O Renewal O
Address

City Province Postal Code

Home Phone Business Phone Cheque O Cash O




