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FUTURE MEETINGS
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general meeting in October.

The December general meeting
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competition.
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PRESIDENTS REPORT

I hope you all had a very good
summer and i would like to
welcome all members and their
families to another carving
season with the Ontario Wood
Carvers Association.

Our Programme Director, Dave
Tait along with many of the
executive are putting together
another fine season of guest
speakers, in-house competitions
and a night where we show our
carving skills, demonstrating
them along with a few vendors
selling their wares. All of
these will add to the excitement
and interest of our monthly
general meetings.

Jeffery Gregory, our guest
speaker for the OWCA September
meeting is a well known carving
instructor, who has won many
awards for his wood carvings
over the past years.

Jim Craig, our Communications
Director, who has always been
there for all our needs, has
resigned from this position due
to other commitments, but Jim
has offered his time on a
volunteer basis when needed. Jim
joined OWCA, four years ago and
during these years has been very
active in our organization, on
the executive and in various

positions, excelling in every
task he took on or was asked to
participate in. Again we all

thank you Jim, thanks very much.

Our 18th annual fall show, 1is
well underway and is coming
together Fast . The executive
have put in a lot of hard work,
time and planning to make our
show a successful . event on
October 18th & 19th. John
Marshall our Vice President,
still needs volunteers to help
us set up the show on Friday,
Oct 17th and work as many two
hour shifts as one would during
the 2 days of the show. (We need

your help, please contact John
Marshall at (416)221-3886.)

Jim Craig

As mentioned in the President’s
Report, Jim Craig 1is stepping
down as Communications Director
and we are of course very sorry
to see such a colourful and hard
working member leave the
executive.

Our new Communications Director
is Lawrence Cosh and we all know
he will be equal to the task. If
you need to contact him he can
be reached at (416)283-5521.

George Baker

Our Treasurer George Baker, has
decided that he will not be able
to continue in his position
after November of this year. We
are all sad to see him go as he
has done such a fine job of
keeping us in the black over the
past years.

George, as most of you know has
also put a great deal of effort
into the running of the Malvern
shows and has helped make it the
success it is today. Many thanks
George for all your efforts.

As always when somebody leaves
we need a replacement so any
member who would be interested
in the Treasure's job please do
not hesitate to let us know.
November is not that far off and
if you would like to keep our
funds in order here is your big
chance.

COVER

This wonderful relief carving is
yet another marvelous effort
from our friend Jeffery Gregory.
It won a blue ribbon at the
Durham Wcod Show and was admired
by all.
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DURHAM

The Durham Wood Show for 1997
was, as usual, a very successful
event with lots of fine displays
of wood and woodworking
machinery to browse through. The
historically minded could take a
look at the old way of producing
wooden shakes, whilst those more
interested in hands on could
watch the women's or children's
workshops as they sawed, sanded,
and hammered their way to the
completion of trays, tote boxes,
signs and toy aeroplanes.

Of course there was the usual
Wood Art section with many fine
pieces of furniture, turnings
and wood carvings. The following
photographs and this newsletter
cover give you a little idea of The Cedar Shake Maker shows them how
the variety of fine carvings to its done, at the Durham Wood Show.

be seen there.

This big caricature type moose, carved Mr Siggi Buhler was at the show, giving
by Brian Lope was a source of great lectures and showing his wonderful
amusement to all. work.



Robert Henderson's large fish is about

to swallow three small fry but will it? OWCA's artist friend Eleanor Burke won
a ribbon with this fine piece, called
Mountain Man.

This intriguing «carving by Darren
Creces was in the Wood Sign section but
Sign or not it really 1is a very
interesting carving.




CHIP CHATS

Today, many people start wood
carving as a hobby after seeing
a carving show or by attending
carving classes that friends
have told them about. Later they
develop a friendship with a
group of carvers at a club or
class and are soon immersed in
the carving world. Forty odd
years ago however, wood carving
as a hobby was almost unheard of
and those who did enjoy carving
were usually unaware of others
who were interested in it.

Since wood carving had always
been my hobby, you can imagine
how excited I was when I first
got my hands on a copy of Chip
Chats. Here was a magazine not
only about wood carving but to
my surprise it appeared from the
contents that there were
hunidreds 1if not thousands of
others who were interested in
it. I quickly found out. how to
receive a copy and 1 have been
looking forward to each issue
ever since.

The National Wood Carvers
Association was founded in 1953
and included with the annual
membership fee of $2 US was a
subscription to a mimeographed
newsletter called Chip Chats. In
January 1968 the first offset
Chip Chats magazine was issued,
it had 24 pages, no color, few
photographs and the paper was
not the high quality it 1is
today, but it was very very
exciting for all the NWCA
members. Contained in that issue
was the financial report for
1967. It stated that their total
funds were $2953.00 and their
total expenses were $2267.84
which included $2.90 for a
rubber stamp. I wonder if they
still have it? (After writing
this article, the editor wrote
to me saying that he still has
it and is still using it.)

Membership grew slowly at first
from a handfual in 1953 Tto 112 in

CHIP CHATS

The first Offset
Chip Chats issued
in Jan/Feb 1968

1962. At that time Leo Sawyer
became the editor with our old
friend Ed Gallenstein as his
assistant and due to their
efforts membership began to
increase. In 1965 Leo retired
and Ed took over as editor, and
has remained so ever since. The
January 1968 issue was mailed to
a membership of 1750, and when
the first colour issue came out
in May 1976 it had risen to more
than 10,000. Today it's over
50,000 world wide and still
growing. The annual cost of
membership and Chip Chats in
1953 at $2 US was of course a
huge bargain then and even
though it has increased, it is
still a bargain today. Where
else in Canada can you buy 6
issues of a 148 page top quality
colour magazine with no
advertisements for a mere $14 US
annually.

CHIPs “CHATS

The first Colour
Chip Chats issued
in ¥ay/June 1976




Ed has been very good to OWCA
over the years and 1is always
willing to print articles on the
OWCA shows and members
achievements. In fact Ed was in
at the beginning of OWCA itself
and was very helpful to Norm
Tarver and our founding members.

There is no doubt that the NWCA
and their magazine Chip Chats
has done wood carvers a
tremendous service during the
past 44 vyears, by making us
aware of each other and showing
us the latest happenings in our
hobby. 1 wventure to say that
without them there would be far
fewer carvers today and most of
those would be chipping away on
their own.

Here is a little article from my
January 1968 copy of Chip Chats.

XYLOGLYPHER STOPS 'EM

For the past ten years, Eleanor
and Walter Moll, Clarence, N.Y.,
have had countless persons stop
at their home and inquire what a
"xyloglypher" is. A 10x1l5 inch
sign with the Greek word for
"wood carver" hangs on their
lamp post. The sign is one way
of getting acquainted with
people Walt remarked.

If you do not know about this
wonderful magazine and are
interested in wood carving, I
strongly advise you to check
into L Fy by writing to the
National Wood Carvers
Association at 7424 Miami Ave,
Cincinnati, OH 45243, USA, or
call (513) 561-0627

Bernie Iles

A STITCH IN TIME

I don't know about vyou, but I
get uneasy when talking to
carvers who are happily
whittling away with a razor

sharp knife held in one hand
whilst holding their carving in
the other.

It's not that I have witnessed a
lot of messy accidents but their
seemingly reckless movements
make me very nervous. I realize
its just a problem I have and I
do get a little reassured
knowing that knife users 1like
Bert Hirt, Wayne Barton and
others still have all their
fingers. However when I saw this
tape advertised in the June 97
Lee Valley catalogue I thought I
should bring it to your
attention. Of course this tape
is no substitute for the solid
steel gauntlets that I would
prefer to see used, but it may
help to deflect those flying
blades. 1 expect many of you are
already familiar with this type
of product, but if you have
missed i here is the
information.

I1f you happen to see anything
that would be useful to the rest
of us, or perhaps you have a tip
that would be helpful, please
send them to the newsletter so
that we all can benefit.

F. High-Friction
Guard Tape U8
Used in many indus-
trial applications, this
tape increases grip
and protects against
cuts or abrasion. It is ;
made from cotton
gauze coated with a SEES
latex compound. g\
Widely used medically §
as well. this 1s a tape
that sticks to itself,
not to other things. It
holds its shape well
once formed. This makes it ideal for carvers’
finger guards: they can be slipped off when not
in use. It also makes an ideal wrap to increase
tool handle friction. It has dozens of uses
around the shop, garden and house.
22R70.01 Guard Tape, ¥4"x90’ $3.25




SEE YOU AT THE SHOW

18TH ANNUAL

- CARVING SHOW =:

— Presented by:

DISPLAY THE ONTARIO WOOD CARVERS ASSOCIATION
SHOW , SALE AND COMPETITION

MALVERN COMMUNITY AND RECREATION CENTRE

=—) 30 Sewells Road, Scarborough (See map below)
— Featurmg

3 free seminars by prominent carvers on Saturday & Sunday with limited
seating availability. This will be on a first come first serve basis.

_l_l

Door prizes will be drawn throughout both days of the show using paid
admission ticket stub numbers.

We have a Junior category for those young carvers under the age of 17
years.

For the public’'s enjoyment there will be over 120 tables of carvers displaying
their carvings and working on their present projects.

Vendors will display tools, books, materials and information for our patrons.

A Chain-Saw carver will perform for the public just outside the south-east
door of the show.

Admission $3. 00
Accompanied children \ Ontario Woodcarvers’ booth will have information for new member
Free ! applicants - carving classes - locations and general knowledge.

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC ON:

Saturday October 18th 10am to 6pm
Sunday October 19th 10am to 6pm

INFORMATION;

Don Swenor (416) 757-7909
James Craig (905) 886-2089
George Baker (416) 741-4750

MALVERN COMMUNITY

REC TION CENTRE
= \

RO\

Features: Air Conditionad
Free Parking

TTC accessible
Snack Bar
Whaeelchair accessible

MARKHAM
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VOLUNTEERS

Calling ALL members.

Once again we are appealing to
every member of OWCA to
participate in making our 18th
Annual Show a success in October
1997.

Your Executive and Members of
the Show Committee are exerting
every effort to make the next
show the BEST ever. This will
require a great deal of work on
the part of all concerned and it
is in everyone's interest to get
involved. Accordingly, if you
could volunteer a small (or
large) amount of your time over
the three day period at the
Malvern Community Recreation
Center, October 1ITth, 18th,
19th, it will ensure a smooth
running show and ease the
pressure on the committee.

We are seeking help in a variety

of areas including kitchen
duties, taking tickets, security
at the doors, and similar

chores. Setting-up procedures on
the Friday also needs help and
your participation will be
gratefully accepted. A half day
would be wonderful and longer
would be even better.

Please contact any of the
persons mentioned below at your
earliest convenience in order
that a schedule of tasks can be
prepared and circulated to
participating members.

John Marshall

CONTACT

DON SWENOR
JOHN MARSHALL

416 757-7909
416 221-3886

OR ANY MEMBER OF THE EXECUTIVE

DO IT NOW WHILE YOU THINK OF IT.

10

Tool Sharpening .: tne snow.

Once again we will be featuring
a tool sharpening booth at the
OWCA show in October. Joe Dampf
did a wonderful job last vyear
and many a carver was surprised
to see just how sharp their
tools could be when sharpened by
a master. Joe "however may not be
doing it this year as he is kept
busy taking photographs of the
winning carvings, but you can be
sure we will have other experts
at sharpening on hand, ready and
willing to look after your
sharpening needs.

The charge will be the same as
last year $2-$5 depending on the
size and type of chisel. Some
chisels might have to be refused
as they may need more work than
can be done with the machinery
available during the show. So
bring your blunt chisels along,
large or small, flat, bent or
twisted and we will do our best
for vou.

SCHEDULE OF SEMINARS
FOR
18TH ANNUAL WOOD CARVING SHOW
OCTOBER 18TH & 19TH, 1997

T i m e o f S o om in a @
Day 10:30 - 11:30 am 12:30 - 1:30 pm 2:30 - 3:30 pm

Saturday Oct. 18th Lawrence Cosh Jan Cegema Rod Deon
Sunday Oct. 19th Rod Deon Tom Gallagher Feliks Kivikink |

Demonstrator Seminar Subject

Lawrence Cosh Pyrographic Art

Pictorial Subjects
Jan Oegema Santa Clause Figures
Rod Deon Creative Fine Art and

New Technigues in Relief & Design
Gom Gallagher Carving in the Round

Feliks Kivikink Pyrograptic Art
Pictorial Subjects




EDITORS REPORT

Yes it's me again, well I have
had a rest and it seemed unfair
to let the poor OWCA Presidents
do two jobs at once. However I
have let it be known that it is
only temporary. Like that ad on
TV where the two Scotsmen try a
new cereal and say yes 1t 1is
good BUT IT'S NOT OATMEAL! 1 say
when asked about being the
Editor again, yes 1its true BUT
IT'S NOT PERMANENT!

My last issue was dated May 1994
and since that time nobody has
volunteered to take on this job
and so the OWCA Presidents have
had to work overtime doing their
own job and that of the Editor.
Of course they have had help
from other members of the
executive but basically the
Presidents were responsible for
getting it out each month. 1
think we all owe the late Jim
McGowan and our president Don
Swenor a big round of applause
for the magnificent job they and
their helpers have done.

I still can not believe however
that with all the talented
members that OWCA has there 1is
not one person willing to take
on the position of Editor of its
Newsletter. It can be a lot of
fun and the job has now been
made so much easier, since the
Editor no longer has to 1look
after the distribution of the
newsletter. This 1is being taken
care of by those two heroines
Peachy Chapman, Judy Foster and
their faithful helpers.

So there really is no excuse, if
you feel you may be in any way
interested in this position
please contact me or any of the
executive.

In the meantime don't forget
this is your Newsletter and it
depends on its members for all
its contents. If you have never
contributed an article, or an

CHIPS & CHUCKLES

opinion, or a comment, or a
joke, or a poem, or a cartoon,
or anything that would be of
interest to the other members
please think about it and try to
send in something as soon as you
can.

Your (TEMP) Editor Bernie Iles.

O

It has been suggested that a
little humour be injected into
the Newsletter and Rod Deion has

offered the following joke to
kick off the proposal. 1If you
have any Jjokes, cute comments,
poetry, cartoons etc, with a

carving flavor,
to the Editor.

please send them

John Marshall

Two carvers were bragging about their
carving skills, one said "I carved a
bird that was so realistic in detail
that it spread its wings and flew
away". "Oh that's nothing" said the
other "I carved a mouse that was so
realistic, my gat ate it".

(Editors Note) What I want to
know is, if a fish instead of a
mouse was carved would the cat
have eaten Fish & Chips.

It's modern wood carving,
you just have to visualize.

BI
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Carving Events 1997

SEP 13th & 14th MIDLAND, ON
Wye Marsh Assoc. of Woodcarvers 12th
Annual Canadian wildlife Carving
Championships. Contact the Wye Marsh
Wildlife Center (705)526-7809.

SEP 19th & 20th THORNDALE, ON
The Wildlife Woodcarving & Woodworking
Championship at the Thorndale Fall
Fair. Contact Jim Scott (519)472-5998

SEP 20th & 21st POINT EDWARD, ON
Triple "C" Carvers Annual Sarnia Wood
Carving Competition at the Point Edward
Arena. Contact Christine Simmons
(5%91332—4227

OCT 3rd to 5th WOODSTOCK, ON
Woodstock Wood Show at the Woodstock
Fair Grounds. Contact Joe Daniel
(5191423-6722

OCT 5TH AMHERST, NY
Niagara Frontier Woodcarvers Show at
the Amherst Museum. Contact (716)689-
1599

OCT 18th & 19th SCARBOROUGH, ON
The Ontario Wood Carvers Association
18th Annual Carving Show & Competition
at the Malvern Community Center.
Contact George Baker (416)0741-4750.

OCT 18th & 19th BROCKVILLE, ON

St Lawrence Woodcarvers Show at the
Thousand Island Secondary School.
Contact Reg Dewnie, 753 Tupper Street
Brockville On K6V 5Z8

oCcT 25TH BOWMANVILLE, ON
Bowmanville Wood Chips 7th annual
carving show at the Bowmanville High
School. Contact Ted Kemp at (905)579-
7628.

NOV 7th to 9th BRANTFORD, ON
Brantford Wood Show & Carving
Competition at the Brantford Civic
Center contact Ken Hussy (519)753-3839.

NOV 8th Whitby, ON
Brooklin Woodcarvers 8th Annual Carving
Show and Competition at Whitby Senior
Activity Center. Contact Larry Skuratow
728-1996.

NOV 21st to 23rd OTTAWA, ON
The Outaquais Wood Carvers hold their
competition at the Ottawa Wood Show.
Contact (519)657-8646.

Carving Events 1998

JAN 10th & 11th FORT MEYERS FL
Carving Show and competition at the
Harborside Convention Center. Contact
Beverly Henrichon (941)475-3812

JAN 17th & 18th CLEARWATER FL
Suncoast Woodcarvers Show at the St
Petersburg Junior College. Contact
Sandy Elmore, 5800 Orange Road, N
Seminole, FL337727

FEB 5th to 16th TAMPA FL
Florida Carving Competition at the
Florida State Fair, PO Box 11766,
Tampa, FL33680

TIP OF THE MONTH, SEE PAGE 7




