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OWCA Meeting Volunteers
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Location
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Bayview and Leslie. There is plenty of free parking. Via
TTC, take the York Mills bus from the Yonge St./York
Mills Rd. Subway station.
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From The Editor:

This issue commemorates the 20th anniversary of
OWCA, complete with an appropriate birthday
cake on the cover. Also in honour of this
anniversary is a history of OWCA by Bernie Iles on
pages six and seven.

Each month we would like to carry an illustrated
carving story. If you find an interesting carving
display at a gallery or show please share your
experience with other carvers by passing on your
comments and photos (your photos will be
returned). If you have a project in hand maybe we
could look over your shoulder through a few
photos and brief explanation. We appreciate your
input. Let’s share our carving experiences.

This issue includes a review of ‘Relief Carving
Treasury," obviously a book on relief carving. We
would like to include reviews of other carving
books in the future and would like your input. If
you have encountered a new carving book, or an
old one that you believe is particularly good, please
make a few notes about the book and drop them in
the mail. Do not worry about writing an article,
just your thoughts in brief will be welcome.

Bill Mills

Library News

Speaking of books, we thank Peachy Chapman
and Bernie Iles for their recent donation of books
to the OWCA Library. These are much
appreciated. If anyone else can donate any carving
books they would be also be appreciated.

The association just approved the purchase of
some new books and Howard Greenaway has
already added a number of new titles to the library.
Check them out at the next meeting.

April Meeting: In-House Competition

The April General Meeting will feature an in-
house competition. Hopefully this will give you
sufficient time to put the finishing touches on that
piece you meant to enter in the December
competition.

February Speaker

David Eadie, a past president of OWCA, lived up
to his reputation as a fascinating raconteur. He
regaled everyone with tales from his life of
problem solving. David started working with
wood at age seven when he received a set of good
carving tools for Christmas. He proudly displayed
a fine relief-carved wooden plate, produced in his
first year of high school. Also, while in high
school, David produced wooden fishing plugs he
sold throughout North America.

At age 22 David was a supervisor with De
Havilland, on the production team producing the
Mosquito Bombers. Throughout his career he
solved production problems as he produced the
widest variety of products: 27 million tiny wooden
Christmas bells and the automated lathe that
produced the Brunswick bowling pins.

After 15 years in India with the United Church,
David joined the United Nations, traveling the
world solving problems in developing countries. In
New Guinea he showed a group how to forge
carving tools from 10” nails; in Burma changed the
colour ingredient in lacquer to solve high incidence
of skin cancer; in Costa Rica resins marring to liner
in humidors were eliminated by pre-cooking at
160°.

David has made 31 trips to developing countries
in the last six years solving their problems and
helping them move ahead, a great contribution to
the world.

Thank you David for a fascinating evening and
your contributions to society.

Welcome to OWCA

The following carvers have recently joined OWCA.
We hope to have the pleasure of meeting you at
the next meeting.

Cedric Brown
Jack Knapman
Angus Mair
Michael O’Donnell
William Parkin



Anniversary Meeting March 16

Your executive and volunteer committee
members are finalizing details for the anniversary
meeting as we are putting this newsletter to bed.

Free Memberships: . Five member names will be
drawn from the total membership for their next
year’s membership, free. This is open to all
members, regardless of whether you attend the
meeting.

Vendors: We hope to have a number of vendors
present with a broad sample of there products.
This is a good opportunity to meet these people
and chat about any particular special needs you
might have.

Demonstrations: We plan to have
demonstrations of equipment and carving .

Book Sale: The OWCA library will be selling
duplicate books. Please donate, to our library, any
books you no longer use. If any of the books
donated are already in the library the duplicates

will be sold with existing duplicates. This
generates additional funds to enlarge our current
inventory of books.

Expert carvers will be present to discuss any
problems and give you some guidance. Bring in
any work in progress that you might want to
discuss with one of the pros. Bring along your
tools and work on your carving while getting that
extra guidance.

Show table: Bring in some completed carvings for
a show table. We would like to have a good
display of carvings for everyone to enjoy. There is
nothing like a display of carvings to stimulate
conversation.

Refreshments: Do not have dessert on March 16.
Special refreshments will be served at the meeting.
I don’t know about ice cream but I’m sure we will
be served some birthday cake.

Technical Finishing Carvings

By Joe Dampf

So, you have completed carving your
masterpiece. Now the dilemma. You can’t leave it
bare unprotected wood. Trial and error is one
way. Experimenting on prepared scrap pieces is
better.

Assuming you have made the choice to leave the
wood natural, and you like the colour of the wood,
the simplest finish is to use is tung oil. It is easy to
apply with a brush and then wipe with a rag. Tung
oil, direct from the container penetrates deeply into
the end grain and much less on the straight grain.
Start with a single all-over coat, and when dry,
apply the oil to the dull areas only, until you reach
the desired hand rubbed overall sheen. Do not fall
to the temptation of applying a final overall coat.
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This often ends up being too shiny. Too much
shine and your carving looks like furniture.

Buy the 100% pure tung oil. The addition of
polymers to this natural oil will make the final
finish too glossy. A last hint in using tung oil.
Pour out of the container about 1/8”into the lid of
a can. Let it sit on your bench until it thickens up
to the consistency of molasses. Then with a rag
and brush rub onto the bare wood. It will take a
while to thicken so do not be in a hurry. The
theory here is, the less penetration into the end
grain the less likelihood of darkening this end
grain. Then finish as above.

A tung oil finish is hard drying and forms an elastic
film, resistant to abrasion and moisture.



how Time

By Jim Craig

October 16, 17 and 18, 1998 are the dates for OWCA’s
19th Annual Show, Sale and Competition. Friday,
October 16 is set-up day and requires volunteers: to lay
out the tables, apply name plates of carvers and the
location of the tables. The competition tables are covered
and roped off for security.

At 2:00 PM on Friday the 16th we require volunteers to
help in the registration of competition carvings, to place
the pieces in their proper division and category. This
continues from 2:00 PM to 9:00 PM on the Friday and
again from 8:00 AM to 10:00 AM on Saturday, the
closing time for entries to the competition.

This will be our sixth show held the Malvern Community
Centre.  We have witnessed a steady increase in the
competition carvings and interest by the general public
attending this show, “And why not?” The price is right,
and our show gets better and better as we roll along.

Some things that make this annual show great:

' The well-displayed Competition Carvings allow full
viewing from all angles. We have received approval
and compliments from many of those who have
followed this organization over the years.

2. The display of our carvers' tables has become so
competitive it has created a difficult job for our judges
to make the “Best Table Award.”

3. Those serving refreshments in the ‘Carvers Kitchen’

to carvers, vendors and the general public, have kept
the prices in a comfortable, affordable range. They
have added variety to the menu, meeting the needs and
desires of those they serve.

4. The free seminars each day have received a steady
increase in attendance from our own carvers and those
contemplating carving as a new form of recreation.

5. How about the Lucky Door Prize draws! When we
started in 1994, we had a draw every half hour. This
required OWCA to muster up at least 30 carvings
from our members. Well, the response from our
carvers both in 1996 and 1997 provided us with prizes
to distribute practically every 10 minutes.

Our life blood to produce a show like this is our “Raffle

Draw.” I do not yet have a list of raffle prizes. We must

nroduce this list soon to obtain our license and print the

kets. To all new members, (those who have joined

OWCA since our last show in October 1997), we

forward copies of competition rules and regulations and

a book of six tickets in the raffle draw. We ask the

members to sell or buy raffle tickets to support the
organization (tickets are $2.00 each or 3 for $5.00).
These are mailed with your newsletter. In the past we
have received strong support from the members and
expect 1998 to be bigger than ever.. Many members
request more tickets to sell to their associates in other
carving clubs.

Show committee members and your complete executive
greatly appreciate your years of continual support of the
OWCA show. The more you are involved in OWCA, the
more rewarding the experience. If you can help in any
way, please call:

Jim Craig: 905 886-2089 or

Lawrence Cosh: 416 283-5521

Carving Donations Needed

We do not need your carving, yet, but we need your
commitment. Please let us know if you can provide a
donation for a lucky door prize. Please call and let me
know your name, We need this for the OWCA booth
display bulletin that lists members donating prizes.

Volunteers Required

Volunteers are required for a variety of jobs throughout

the three show days: Friday, Saturday and Sunday.

Positions are:

1. Ticket sellers for the Raffle Draw.

2. Muscle for the set-up procedure.

3. Assist in closing down the show Sunday evening.

4. Assisting the registration of carvings, Friday

afternoon and evening and on Saturday morning from

8:00 AM to 10:00 AM.

Security of the carvings in competition.

Help with seminars.

7. Assist in the photographing of winners and placing the
carvings back on the display tables.

8. Assisting the executive member in placement of show
signs in Malvern Community Centre.

o Ln

Once again, your help is essential to this show’s success.
If you can provide us with some of your time, all we
require is your name, the time you can provide and what
you would prefer to do.

Just call: Jim Craig: (905) 886-2089 or

Lawrence Cosh: (416) 283-5521. Please leave a message
if we are not available to answer your call. 5




THE OWCA STORY

by Bernie Iles

“Ladies and Gentlemen please find a seat so
we can start the meeting.” The noisy hubbub
dies away and the OWCA president begins his
announcements. Before him are about 150 men
and women happily involved in the world of
wood carving. Upon arriving they picked up
their name tags. Although many members have
known each other for years, there are always new
members to meet and welcome to the association.
To one side of the hall is a huge display of wood
carving library books, next to it, a table with
coffee brewing and donuts, piled high. The
speaker for the evening, who later gives an
interesting and informative talk on some aspect of
their hobby, is nervously collecting his props and
rehearsing. Another OWCA general meeting is
underway.

Strangely, this meeting really began in the fall of
1976. Ross Farr, one of the administrators of the
Canadian National Exhibition (CNE), decided
that the 1977 CNE should have a Canadian
International Wood Carving Exhibition.  His
decision was to change the entire carving picture
in Ontario and the lives of many of its wood
carvers. Prior to this event there was no focal
point bringing carvers together. There were
wood carvers and wood carving classes available
at night schools but it was a relatively unknown
hobby. Many carvers were unknown to other
carvers. It was therefore difficult to find
sufficient number of experienced Canadian
carvers to organize such an event for the CNE.
Ross had to turn to Ed Gallenstein from the USA
and John Mathews from Britain to organize the
exhibition. Canadian, Paul Burdette ably
organized the decoy division.

That first CNE carving show in 1977 was a
huge success. It soon became apparent that there
was enormous public interest in wood carving

and there was an astounding number of unknown
6

talented wood carvers in Ontario. The CNE gave
them a place to show their work.

The US National Wood Carvers Association
had a booth at the show staffed by Ed
Gallenstein, President and editor of their
newsletter, ‘Chip Chats’. Amongst the admiring
crowds was Norm Tarver, a soft spoken
Canadian wood carver. He had attended carving
classes in Toronto and had joined the NWCA the
previous year in order to receive ‘Chip Chats’.
Seeing the booth he stopped to talk to Ed.

This conversation between Ed and Norm was
really the beginning of OWCA. By the time it
ended they were fast friends and Ed was
convinced that Norm, although a little hesitant,
was the person to start a wood carving
association in Ontario. Ed even published the
fact in the next issue of ‘Chip Chats’. This
resulted in Norm receiving letters and telephone
calls from Canadian carvers wanting to know
more. Seeing the interest;, Norm decided he
would take the plunge. After obtaining more
information from Ed, he invited a group of
carvers to his home to discuss the possibilities.
At that meeting on March 22, 1978, they decided
to form an association and created a committee
to work out the details.

After that things really began to move quickly.
On April 5, the committee approved the name,
Ontario Wood Carvers Association (OWCA).
The agreed constitution stipulated OWCA’s main
aim: ‘The promotion of wood carving in
Ontario.” On April 17 the committee had the
first of several meetings with CNE’s Ross Farr.
By June 23, Farr had extended an invitation to
OWCA to assist at the second Canadian
International Wood Carvers Exhibition at the
CNE. This was the start of a partnership that
continued for the next 12 years. The CNE Wood



Carving Show grew annually, and by 1989 was
the biggest and best carving show in the world.

June 23, 1978, also marked the first issue of the
OWCA newsletter, edited by Norm Tarver. On
October 14, 1978, OWCA held its first general
meeting. About 20 carvers attended, although by
this time membership had grown to 126. Each
new member in the association was assigned a
permanent membership number. Norm Tarver, as
the leader of the founding members, and now
president received the honour of being number
“l.” The numbers now exceed 1,500, with an
average yearly membership of about 360.

Originally, the main function of the association
was running of the CNE carving show.
However; the growing membership soon made it
obvious this was a full time organization with the
CNE show becoming only a part of the
operation.

Since the CNE show involved carvers from all
over the world, members soon felt the need for
just an OWCA competition and display. This
would not be quite so grand as the CNE show
but would belong to OWCA. So, from 1979 the
association took on the CNE show and a local
show of its own. In 1990 the CNE, running into
financial difficulties, cut back drastically in many
areas. The carvers were not among the first cuts
but eventually the carving show budget was
reduced to a point where they could no longer
continue. Sadly OWCA and the CNE dissolved
their friendly partnership.

Now it was up to OWCA to make their own
show fill the gap left by the demise of the CNE
show. It could of course never totally do this but
a valiant effort was made. Slowly, year by year
the show grew larger and larger. We now enjoy
a wonderful show covering an area of over
10,000 square feet, with a well supported
competition and over 100 tables of fine carvings.
The general meetings too began to develop
month by month, year by year, into wonderful
evenings of wood carving, entertainment and
lasting friendships. OWCA has organized a
number of projects involving many of the
members. To name just a few: The carved mural
at the Bob Rumble Centre for the Deaf, The Coat

of Arms in the Ontario Legislative Building; The
Scarborough City Hall Coat of Arms; and The
Norm Tarver Trophy. Throughout the year,
display tables, with OWCA members ready to
chat and advise, began appearing at many shows
and fairs throughout Ontario. From the start the
CNE shows influenced carvers in many areas of
Ontario, stimulating the formation of new clubs
around the Province. OWCA carvers now had a
chance to display their work at other club shows
and enter their competitions.

In October 1994, Norm Tarver died. It seemed,
from the moment Norm met Ed at the CNE in
1977, to the day he passed away, he dedicated all
his spare time to OWCA, and its principle aim of
promoting wood carving in Ontario. All
members have played their part over the years.
Many wonderful people have taken on the added
role of organizing and directing the course of the
association. ~ March 1998 marks the 20th
anniversary of the forming of the Ontario Wood
Carvers Association and 1999 will be the 20th
annual OWCA Show. All members can be proud
of their past accomplishments and I know they
look forward to those of the future.

The applause dies down after the speaker’s
question period. Members begin to disperse,
saying their good-byes as they go. Some carry
carvings they brought to show their friends and
ask advice; others clutch books from the library,
expectations high for their next project. It is the
end of yet another evening with OWCA. They go
home (o carve their favorite projects with
tenderness and skill, knowing a month from now
they will all meet again to compare notes. Then,
later in the year, they enthusiastically compete
with one another in a friendly competition
honouring OWCA'’s best.

Bernie Iles, Director At Large, has been actively
involved with OWCA from its earliest days. His
membership number of 69 indicates when his
membership began. As a good friend of Norm
Tarver, no one was more able to write the
OWCA Story. Thank you Bernie.



IMPRESSION ART GALLEY
Carves a Niche in the Art World

OWCA member, Jeffrey Gregory’s grand opening
of his Impression Art Gallery/Studio February 21
& 22 was a total success. He had a constant
stream of appreciative visitors over the two days.

The display of carvings was most diverse:
Polynesian gods by Rick Brooker, fine relief work
by Jeffrey’s students, and excellent work by the
very talented Neil Cox and Fred Zavidal.

Jeffrey displayed his own versatility and talent with
impressive examples of large relief, figures in-the-
round, impressionistic carvings and two large
works in progress.

It was certainly worth the trip to the gallery. For
those who were unable to attend the opening, here
are a few examples of carvings from the gallery.







Books
Relief Carving Treasury

by William F. Judt
Fox Chapel Publishing $21.95 Cdn.

Bill Judt has drawn on his 22 years of personal
relief carving and many years as an instructor to
produce this new book. It offers specific projects
complete with: colour photos of the carving, a
detail pattern with depths, and a minimum of one
full page of text accompanying each pattern. Some
good general information and tips are included.
These include laminating, routering, bevels, and
some suggestions on finishing.

However, the author assumes you have a basic set
of good tools and know how to maintain them.
You should know how to use these tools, how to
carve with grain, stop cut, rough out, use a router,
and under cut.

There are 16 specific carvings complete with
pattern, photo and text. Many of these by Judt’s
students and to me seem like fine learning projects.
For those on the internet Judt offers a web page
called wwwoodc@rver E-zine published bi-

monthly. You will find it at the following URL:
http://www.terranet.ab.ca:80/-
bjudt/WW Woodcarver/wwwoodcarver.html

Mare and Colt

Finish: € lear sanding by
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|Marketplace I

Antique Burls

Rick Brooker still has a few hardwood burls left.
The age (drying time) is approximately 50 to 60
years. The sizes vary from 15" to 30+"
circumference and thickness from 8" to 18". Priced
from $40 to $100, these burls are ideal for major life
time pieces. To see them just visit Rick’s Richmond
Hill shop. Please call first for appointment and
directions. (905) 884-1908.

Looking for Quality Carvings
A unique art shop near Orillia is looking
for some fine quality wood carvings.

If you are interested please call
Claire at (705) 325-2767

Six Exciting Seminars

Chip Carving with Dennis Moor
March 14-15, 1998

Bust Carving with John Burke

April 6,7, & 8 or April 9, 10 & 11
Animal Carving with Debbe Edwards
April 13, 14 & 15 or April 16, 17 & 18

Face Carving with Eldon Humphreys
April 24 & 25

Jan’s Carving Studio, 24 Mill Lane
Bowmanville, On. L1C 3K2
(905) 623-2318

“Wanted?”

A custodian to look after the selling and storage of
our OWCA sweat shirts, T shirts, aprons, hats, crest
and tote bags. These items are only for sale at our
nine General Meetings and for two days at our
Annual Woodcarving Show in October.

We need your Help to sell and store these items.

If you would like to be involved, or for further
information.

Please contact:
Peachy Chapman (416) 439-4664 or
Don Swenor at (416) 757-7909

Wanted - Your comments about your
OWCA Newsletter. Let us know what
you want to read about. Send us news
you think will interest other members.
This is your way to talk to you fellow
members across the province.

Book Sale
March OWCA meeting will include a sale
of duplicate books from the library.
The library is also accepting donations of
books to either build stock or raise funds
to expand the library.

Marketplace For
OWCA Members

Marketplace is open to all OWCA members to
promote their service and help you buy and sell
carving related items.

If you have equipment, wood, tools you no longer
use let us know and Marketplace will help you find a
new home for these items.

Marketplace can also be used to find tools and other
equipment. We will run your wanted notice.
There is no charge to OWCA members but we
reserve the right to reject notices and limit the space
or frequency.




|_ FVENT S 1996 |

March 8

Flint Carvers’ Show
Swartz Creek High School

Contact Clyde Ferguson (810) 732-4889

March 13 - 22 Toronto, Ont.
Canadian Open Wildfowl Carving Exhibit
Coliseum, Exhibition Park,

Toronto Sportsmen’s Assoc. (416) 487-4477

March 20 to 22 Kitchener, Ont.
Central Ontario Wild Fowl Woodcarving
Championship, Bingeman Park, Kitchener.
Contact: Bob Schacht (519) 742-2704

March 28 & 29
19th Annual Show, Sale & Competition
Niagara Wood Carvers Association
Contact: Bob Banbury (905) 646-1675

April 17 - 19 Rockton, Ont.
6th Annual Rockton Wood Show &

Carving Competition Sale & Seminar
Contact: (519) 647-2502 Fax (519) 647-3899

April 18 Belleville, Ont.
Quinte Woodcarvers Association

11th annual carving Show & Competition
Contact: Jerry Mann (613) 968-6670

Swartz Creek, Mich.

Niagara Falls, Ont.

May2 & 3

Southtowns Wood Carvers
21st Annual Woodcarving Show
Contact: Paul Hollander (716) 532-4508

May 10 Richmond Hill, Ont.
Northern Woodcarvers 5th Annual Show

99 Coons Rd. (W. off Yonge St., one block S. of
Bloomington Rd. - 9 AM - 4 PM)

August 7, 8,9

15th Annual Wood Show
Durham Community Event
Contact: (519) 369-6902 fax: (519) 369-5750

September 19 & 20 Midland, Ont.
13th Canadian Wildlife Carving Championships
Wye Marsh Association of Woodcarvers
Contact; Al Rabjohn Fax: (705) 526-3294

October 17 & 18 Toronto, Ont.
Ontario Wood Carvers Association

19th Annual Woodcarving Show & Competition
Contact John Marshal (416) 221-3886

November 21 to 23

The Outaquais Wood Carvers
Show & Competition

Park Aberdeen Pavilion, Ottawa
Contact: Gill (613) 446-4882

Hamburg N.Y.

Durham, Ont.

Ottawa, Ont.

ONTARIO WOOD CARVERS ASSOCIATION

Membership Application

The membership fee is currently $30 per
year, payable with this application.
Membership includes monthly meetings
and a subscription to the Ontario Wood
Carvers Newsletter. Renewal is on the
anniversary of joining and is indicated on
the mailing label.

Please make cheques payable to:
Ontario Wood Carvers Association and
send with application to:

Peachy Chapman

132 Painted Post Drive
Scarborough, Ont.
MIH ITS

Name New [1 Renewal (]
Address

City Province Postal Code

Home Phone Business Phone Cheque [0 Cash O




