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Next Meeting

il 20, 1998
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APRIL MEETING
IN-HOUSE COMPETITION
EXECUTIVE NOMINATIONS

Location

General Meetings are held at the York Mills Colligiate
Institute, 490 York Mills Road, located midway between
Bayview and Leslie. There is plenty of free parking. Via
TTC, take the York Mills bus from the Yonge St./York
Mills Rd. Subway station.
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From The Editor:

This issue offers the usual eclectic mix of news and
helpful carving information....club news, technical tips
and another carving project.

As Jim Craig points out, your association is calling for
executive nominations at the April meeting. Please
consider this important request before the April 20
meeting.

I thank all those who contribute to the newsletter.

Bill Mills

Library News

Our library operates on the honour system. If you
borrow a book, you are on your honour to return it at
the next meeting. If you know you cannot attend the
next meeting, please do not sign out a book. If you
have a book and cannot attend, please arrange for
another carver to return it for you. There are a number
of books outstanding. Please check your shelves for
OWCA books. If you found the book to be that
interesting, likely others will too.

In addition to Peachy and Bernie, we also received a
generous donation of library books from Vera Peters.
These are much appreciated.

A list of books, still available for purchase, is included
in this month’s Marketplace on page 11. Check them
out. The prices may be bargain basement, but the
information is top notch.

Cover
The fine falcon on this month's cover was carved by

Dugald MaKenzie and entered in the novice category of
the 1997 OWCA Show.

April Meting:

Open For Executive Nominations

by Jim Craig

At our April meeting we will call for nominations to the
executive for the next two years. It is very important
that we have interested persons at the helm of our
organization.

Members, please give this serious consideration. Talk to
other members and help us come up with a strong
exccutive to lead the Ontario Wood Carvers Association
into more good years.

When nominating someone for the executive, you must
have their permission before putting their name
forward.

Elections will be held at our regular May
meeting on Monday, May 18, 1998, here at
York Mills Collegiate.

April ~ In-House Competition

The April General Meeting will feature an in-house
competition. All categories and levels are open to
entries and first and second ribbons will be awarded
The judging system will be the same as used in
December, which was well received by all competitors.

Hopefully, this will give you sufficient time to put the
finishing touches on that piece you meant to enter in the
December competition.

Winners of Year’s Membership

The following five members were the lucky winners of a
year’s membership to OWCA. The draw was made as
a special event to commemorate OWCA’s 20th

anniversary. Every OWCA member’s name was
included in the draw.

Irene Collins Scarborough

John Crockatt Scarborough

Glenna Christie Scarborough

Howard Greenaway Richmond Hill

John Marshall North York

Address Change - Commercial/Instructors

Please make two address changes to your list of
commission and instructing carvers; February issue of
Ontario Woodcarver:

Rod Deon:
8 Roanoke Road # 807 Don Mills M3 A 1E6

Jack Middleton
171 Kingsview Dr. Bolton L7J 3W8

Welcome to OWCA

The following carvers have recently joined OWCA. We
hope to have the pleasure of meeting you at the next
meeting.

Charlene Borlase

Ronald Brown

Ondrej Krnac

Ronald Landry

Joseph Londar

Gary Peacock

Stephen Rose




“The 20th Anniversary Bash-
A Great Way to Celebrate This Occasion”

by Jim Craig

First, our regular meeting date was the third Monday
of the month, March 16. President Swenor was
informed the meeting hall was not available on the
16th due to the March school break. However; the
preceding Monday, March 9 was available. Well,
with luck, while it was too late to change the monthly
newsletter, it had not been mailed. A quickly printed
memo, mailed with the newsletter, informed the
members of the date change. Then, with many ‘phone
calls to people involved with the meeting, everything
came together. We witnessed an exceptionally good
turn out of members demonstrating, vendors showing
and regulars attending. I estimated attendance at over
200. This was not from counting noses. It was based
on: coffee consumed, muffins and do-nuts devoured,
plates and forks for the anniversary cake and tins of
pop used to wash down the free provisions provided
by OWCA on this 20th year celebration.

Meetings featuring hands-on demonstrations are my
favourites and this was spectacular. My hat’s off to
Dave Tait and Debbie Osborne for their tireless
efforts. Now, a suggestion to those poor souls unable
to attend, watch your news for the next hands-on
demonstration meeting and do not miss it!

I did a quick tour of the tables and listed many of the
people demonstrating. There were so many I am sure
I missed someone. It was not intentional and I
apologize in advance.

Demonstrating carvers were:

Don Allison with his protégé Jack Knapman:
Creating ducks, spoons and faces in logs.

Rick Brooker and Carlos Rodrigues: Staffs and
canes with their uniquely carved heads.

Calvin Callen: His own clever pointer system and
whimsical caricatures.

Alex Clement: New technique in chip carving jewelry
boxes, Celtic spoons plus relief carvings.

Lawrence Cosh: Many relief carving artifacts.

Joe Dampf: Wonderful sculptures and point method
to create from clay to wood.

Rod Deon: Raising the Titanic to a new dimension in
his art.

John Flechl: Giving every frame his special carving
skill and excellent finishing procedures.

Jeffery Gregory: His inverted tree root of many
animals, lady busts, and depth of wood finishes.

Helen Hamilton: Putting life into feathered friends
with her skillful burning techniques.
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Ed Holeman: Mickey and Minnie, old fashioned
boots, finishes that give wood a 3-D dimension.

Tony Last: Modeling in clay and his method of
building the clay to a finished piece of art.

Tye Lemberg: Miniature ducks enhanced with
beautiful feather burning.

John Marshall: His caricatures with their life style
expressions.

Debbie Osborne: Giving life to wildlife with her
burning skills.

Gerald Spencer: A relief carving of the seven dwarfs.
I think Snow White will follow.

Ron Stuart: Display of sculpture to living results.
Lorraine Terene: Wild life with moose, water plants,
mice eating corn. Always interesting.

Ken Tsumura: Dramatic bucking horse and rider .....
his life style pieces.

Suppliers on hand:

Egon Carlsen: Wood blocks, specialty woods, black
walnut, butternut, bass, will take orders.

Earl Shirl Enterprises: Cut-outs, patterns, knives,
chisels.

Roy McLeod, Nautalus: Books, burners, knives,
chisels.

Gord & Maure Meinecke, T.O.W. Tools: Full
range of gouges, knives & accessories.

Jan Oegema: Books, patterns, knives, full range of
other supplies,-- seminars, classes.

Joe Werner: Specialties & Carving knives.

Mike Worden - Worden Woods: Good variety of
blocks, slabs and lengths. Will take orders.

Howard Greenaway was busy all evening with this
year’s first book sale plus of course managing the
library. The sale revenue will purchase more new
library books.

Lewis Cohen and I, with help from Mary Mollinson,
laid out coffee, muffins, do-nuts and anniversary cake.
Peachy Chapman and Norm Greer arraigned for the
cake and pop.

Bemnie Iles’ excellent new display/carrying case was
used the bring in the Norm Tarver Trophy. (Just one
more carving to go for completion)

Special thanks to:

Peachy Chapman, & Judy Foster for managing the
50/50 draw, and all their other special behind-the-
scenes activity.

Date Tait and wife who discovered the venue problem
and arranged the new date.

Bill Mills who produced the last minute change notice
and photographed some of the activity.






WWW  Woodcarving

Technical Finishing Carvings

To readers on the internet:

Seeing the book review in the March newsletter,
“Relief Carving Treasury” by Bill Judt and the
reference to wwwoodc@rver E-zine, prompted me
write. If you are on the net and have not yet been into
this site you are missing a great deal.

Bill Judt started this bi-monthly magazine on
January 1, 1997, and membership is now global. You
can read each issue as it comes out and call up back
issues for reference. There are articles on all aspects
of woodcarving: letters from readers, and editorials
such as you would find in any conventional magazine.
The differences with conventional magazines are: it is
a permanent record, takes up no space and is FREE.

In addition to the magazine, you can subscribe to a
mail-list. You can have your mail sent when the
service receives it or, Bill has set up system that sends
your mail once daily, in a single batch.

If you have any questions pertaining to carving,
wood, tools, finishes, or supplies (the variety of
subjects is endless) just direct your question to the list
and sit back and wait for the replies. They come in
from all directions: Australia, England, South Africa,
USA and all over Canada. Subscription to the mail
list is free. However, there is a great deal of work
maintaining this service.  Subscribers are now
requested, after one trial month, to donate $25. But,
they also stress this is not mandatory.

A group of members get together every Wednesday
night at 9:30 for a chat session, where once again the
questions and answers flow. A lot of friendly people
getting together for a fun time (we certainly are not
serious all the time). We hold another chat session on
Sunday afternoons. This one is more international.
The overseas time zone difference is more convenient,
allowing more international participation.

T urge any woodcarvers on the net, to please join us -
- you will learn something new every day. I certainly
still have a lot to learn, and even the experts can pick

up ideas. You can get all the information from:
http://wwwoodcarvers.com/WWWEzine/WWWEzine html

And if I can answer any questions please e-mail me at:
d joslyn@shaw.wave.ca
I will be only too pleased to help.

Amy Joslyn

Editor’s Note: 1 visited Bill Judt’s electronic
magazine. There is a vast supply of information. I
have not joined the mail list or chat line but I am
sure it is also as great a resource as outlined in Amy
Joslyn’s article.
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By Joe Dampf

This is the third and last of a series of articles on
finishing by Joe Dampf-

Staining Wood

To stain or not to stain. Most carvers leave well
enough alone and just use a clear finish. However,
there are times when staining will improve your
finished piece. You can spend a lot of time selecting
wood, and carefully turn the block around so as to
avoid knots, sap stains, splits, and worm holes. Even
so you never know what is inside. As well, glue lines
on laminated wood distort grain patterns, and the
grain itself may be too strong, taking away from the
desired effect. It is possible to minimize the
appearance of these defects with wood stain.

About Woodcarvings

Unlike furniture, wood carvings are nearly all end
grain. As well, some woods have twisted grain, and
end grain can appear in the centre of the block, not
only on the ends. Applying oil stains directly on to
finished carvings may cause the stain to penetrate end
grain deeply, and your finished piece will end up
blotchy. Not only does it look bad, it is the only
finishing defect you can not fix. You will have to re-
carve the piece to remove the blotching.

Wood Stain

I usually recommend a wood stain whose colour is the
same as the general colour of the wood. The
exceptions are when you may wish to make, for
instance, a very red mahogany less red and more
brown, or a dark walnut lighter. Colour choice is
important. Trying to change wood colour radically is
hard to do, and the end result does not usually look
right.

There are two ways to proceed with staining;
Method one: Seal the wood using clear flat
Varathane, clear flat vamish, etc. One coat is all you
need. Then use X3D wood stain by Flecto, (who also
manufacture Varathane). Thin this down a little with
mineral spirits. Brush liberally all over the carving,
wait five minutes, then wipe it all off using paper
towels or cloths. When dry you will notice that some
of this stain will dry on the wood’s surface. This first
application will tend to blend the whole piece with a
light coat of colour. You may wish to repeat this
process until you achieve an overall colour. Finally
with a fine brush, touch up those areas that need more
blending with thinned stain. This is called the glazing
method.




Method two: My second suggestion is to try Wood
Cote gelled stain. This is a thick mixture that needs
no stirring. Apply straight from the can. With a pad
or brush rub the stain into the bare wood. Then
follow with a clean cloth, thoroughly wiping the
stained surface. When dry, if you still see areas that
need extra colour, touch up with a fine brush and
stain. Usually this two step process is all you need
with this product. Both these stains come in many
shades of natural wood colour. You can intermix
colours to get the exact shade you want. Just
remember to stick with one product or the other when
intermixing colours. When mixing colours, you must

wait 24 hours before using, to take advantage of the
gelling factor.

When dry apply light coats of clear, flat Varathane or
your favourite flat finish. Do not put on more than
two coats of clear finish. Even flat finishes can
become too shiny.

Sum up: Too many carvers skimp on finishing. As
always try using a carved piece of scrap wood before
working on your masterpiece. remember you can
experiment with finishes. The only thing you cannot
fix is blotching.

Another Pointer System

by Calvin Callen

This pointer system is ideal for hand held carvings
using a model of clay or plasticine. An interesting
aside; If you make a bad cut in the carving, you can
modify the plasticine model.

My carvings are usually six inches or less. The
graph marked plate, therefore, only extends 12 inches
on each side.

POINTER

Graph Paper along edges

You can remove the carving from the base for easier
carving. I install two locating pins either in the base
or in the carving, which match holes in either the base
or carving. This allows you to easily remove and
accurately replace the carving on the base.

Since this is considered a small carving, a six inch
scale and dividers will enable you to give your work-
piece the finishing touches.

\

KNOB TO ADJUST
HEIGHT & DEPTH

POINTER SYSTEM

CARVING

Pointer on the side is set on the
graph paper and the vertical and
horizontal measurements are
secured with thumb screws.

These measurements are transferred
to the carving.

PLACE OBJECT TO BE
DUPLICATED IN AN
IDENTICALLY MARKED
BLOCK.



Club & Show News

Northumberland Carvers:
by Peachy Chapman

Once again, the Northumberland carvers put on
a wonderful show. The O.W.C.A. was well
represented by Joe Dampf, Ron Stuart, Lawrence
Cosh, Don Swenor, and, oh yes, Judy and myself.
It was nice to see all the members who came for a
visit and talk, which is one of our best features.
It was very good to see Jim and Diane Williams
out, after his lengthy illness. We hope to see him
at some future meetings.

I am sure the show set new attendance records.
There were times when, if you had to go you
know where, it was wise to leave an extra 10
minutes to get through the crowd.

The quality of competition entries was excellent.
I did not envy the judges. If I were judging there
would have been a ribbon on every entry.

This is the ninth year I have attended this show.
I am convinced that each year it gets better, if
that’s possible.

Thank you Northumberland for inviting us. We
hope you repeat the invitation next year.

The Northern Woodcarvers

of Richmond Hill
by Jim Craig
Q. Who are these people?.....

They are a few OWCA members who enjoyed
group carving. Initially, they met weekly in Rick
Brooker’s basement. This location was short
lived. Rick’s landlord decided to sell his home so
a new venue became a priority project. Rick and
Howard Greenaway heard about the spanking
new Bayview Hill Community Centre and
contacted Gary Shropshire, the director.
Shropshire invited them to view the facility and
offered a perfect room to accommodate this
happy bunch of carvers. They booked the room
for every Thursday evening, throughout the year.

There were nine original members: Rick
Brooker, Howard Greenaway, Vicky Everton,
Fred Paske, Bud Smith Ed Holeman, Amy Joslyn,
Don and Sue Jensen.

8.

In November 1993 six members of Chris
Parkes’ carving class at Richmond Hill High
School, myself included, joined the Northern
group. Expanding steadily ever since, the group
now has 64 members, including a few youths who
joined for instruction.

The Northern Woodcarvers are also a
recruitment arm for OWCA by encouraging
anyone interested in carving to attend OWCA
meetings as a guest. After a couple of meetings
most joined the association. The OWCA
executive and show committee also use this
facility for their monthly meetings.

We invite you to drop in any Thursday evening
between 7:00 and 10:00. Have a coffee, talk to
the carvers and see our display of finished
carvings. We have a show case in the main lobby
of the Bayview Hill centre displaying the Tarver
Trophy and a number of other fine examples of
wood carving. Our welcome mat is always out.

Location: South-West corner of Weldrick and
Spadina Rd. in Richmond Hill. Weldrick runs
east from Bayview Ave, one traffic light south of
Major McKenzie, or two traffic lights north of
16th Ave. Spadina Rd. runs north-south from
Major McKenzie to 16th Ave. The Bayview Hill
Community centre is marked by a large
illuminated sign on Spadina Rd.

Correction:

Northern Woodcarvers Sth Annual Show
Saturday May 9, 1998. 9 AM - 4 PM

99 Coons Rd. N. of Oak Ridges.

(The original date was May 10.)

This annual event allows us to kick off summer.
Come and enjoy a free outing and carving
display. Approximately 20 carvers demonstrating
and displaying finished work. Bring a friend.

Bloomington Rd.
99 Coons Rd Y
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THE TARVER TROPHY

Stvlized Caricature
Carving Carving
by by
Fred Zavadil Eldon Humphreys

Trophy and carrying case.

b

Marine

Abstract In-The-Round Bird
Carving Carving Carving Carving
by by by by
George Baker Ric Brooker Peter Jones

Wood Burnihg Chip Carving Relief Carving
by Coral Walkex by Chris Parkes by Coral Walker

CAN YOU COMPLETE THIS PICTURE 7
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Marketplace I

Looking for Quality Carvings
A unique art shop near Orillia is looking
for some fine quality wood carvings.

If you are interested please call
Claire at (705) 325-2767

Book Sale
The library has a few books for sale to

OWCA members at special prices:
Chip Chats Jan./Feb. 1985 2.00
Wood Carving by Percy Blandford 5.00

Stanley Book of Sculpture with
SurformTools by John Matthews 5.00

Animals For You to Make
by Philip L. Martin 2.00
Wildlife Encyclopedia AAR to BAD
Funk & Wagnals 2.00

Birds in Peril
by John P. S. Mackenzie 4.00

Tools for Carpentry
by Charles H. Hayward 4.00

Practical Handcraft 2 Working with Wood
by Fritz Walter 3.00

The Young Craftsman
Popular Machanics 1943 4.00

Whittling & Woodcarving
by E. J. Tangerman 6.00

There is only one copy of each book
therefore each sale
must be on a first come basis.

Simply call the OWCA Libraians:
Howard or Vicky Greenaway
905 773-5774

Expert Tool Sharpening

Carving Tools ~ Grinding ~ Honing
Used tools bought and sold
Adyvice free anytime
Joe Dampf
66 Lanbourne Place Don Mills, Ont.
Telephone 416 444-6837

Three VHS Tapes
by Pat Godin
The Hen Canvasback Decoy
Carving - Texturing - Painting
Only $100
Regular price $235

A true bargan
Call Peter Jones 905 277-0945

Antique Burls

Rick Brooker still has a few hardwood burls left.
Priced from $40 to $100, these burls are ideal for
major life time pieces. To see them just visit
Rick’s Richmond Hill shop. Please call first for
appointment and directions. (905) 884-1908.

Marketplace For
OWCA Members

Marketplace is open to all OWCA members to
promote their service and help you buy and sell
carving related items.

If you have equipment, wood, tools you no
longer use let us know and Marketplace will help
you find a new home for these items.
Marketplace can also be used to find tools and
other equipment. We will run your wanted notice.
There is no charge to OWCA members but we
reserve the right to reject notices and limit the
space or frequency.

11




‘ CVENTS 1998 I

April 17 - 19 Rockton, Ont.
6th Annual Rockton Wood Show &

Carving Competition Sale & Seminar
Contact: (519) 647-2502 Fax (519) 647-3899

April 18 Belleville, Ont.
Quinte Woodcarvers Association

11th annual carving Show & Competition
Loyalist College, Wallbridge Loyalist Rd.
Contact: Jerry Mann (613) 968-6670

May2 & 3 Hamburg N.Y.
Southtowns Wood Carvers

21st Annual Woodcarving Show

Contact: Paul Hollander (716) 532-4508

May 9 Richmond Hill, Ont.
Northern Woodcarvers 5th Annual Show

99 Coons Rd. (W. off Yonge St., one block S. of
Bloomington Rd. - 9 AM - 4 PM see P. 8)

August 7, 8, 9 Durham, Ont.
15th Annual Wood Show & Competition
Durham County Event

Call for entry forms.

Contact: (519) 369-6902 fax: (519) 369-5750
www.bmts.com/~woodshow

August 13, 14, 15, 16 Buckhorn, Ont.
Buckhorn Wildlife Festival & Sale

Aug 13 Special Preview Night.

Contact: 705 657-1918 Fax 705 657-2117
Web: www.igs.net/~buckhorn

September 19 & 20 Midland, Ont.
13th Canadian Wildlife Carving Championships
Wye Marsh Association of Woodcarvers
Contact; Al Rabjohn Fax: (705) 526-3294

October 2, 3, & 4 Woodstock, Ont.
Woodstock Wood Show

Woodstock Fair grounds

Contact: 519 539-7772 or 519 423-6722

October 17 & 18 Toronto, Ont.
Ontario Wood Carvers Association

19th Annual Woodcarving Show & Competition
Contact John Marshal (416) 221-3886

October 24

8th Annual Show & Sale
Bowmanville Woodchips Carving Club
Bowmanvill High School, 49 Liberty St. N.
Contact: Dennis Campbell 905 723-8799

November 21 to 23

The Outaquais Wood Carvers
Show & Competition

Park Aberdeen Pavilion, Ottawa
Contact: Gill (613) 446-4882

Bowmanvill, Ont.

Ottawa, Ont.

ONTARIO WOOD CARVERS ASSOCIATION

Membership Application

The membership fee is currently $30 per
year, payable with this application.
Membership includes monthly meetings
and a subscription to the Ontario Wood
Carvers Newsletter. Renewal is on the
anniversary of joining and is indicated on

Please make cheques payable to:
Ontario Wood Carvers Association and
send with application to:

Peachy Chapman

132 Painted Post Drive
Scarborough, Ont.
MI1H 1T5

the mailing label.

Name New [0 Renewal O
Address

City Province Postal Code

Home Phone Business Phone Cheque O Cash O




