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Next Meeting
September 18, 2000
7:30 p.m.

“Friends of OWCA”
Jackson, Jim
Koch, Arnold
Patrick, Andy
Theriault, Louis
Van Koughnet, Jim
Warden, Mike

Location

General Meetings are held at the York Mills Collegiate
Institute, 490 York Mills Road, located midway between
Bayview Ave. and Leslic St. There is plenty of free
parking. Via TTC, take the York Mills bus from the
Yonge St./York Mills Subway Station.
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From The Editor

Your new executive is in place and working hard to

develop monthly meeting programs and of course the
big October Show and competition. Our new
president, Rick Brooker passed on his notes and they
take up the next ten pages (just kidding). His
thoughts do appear on pages four and five and I think

you will be pleased with his ideas. Glen Maddeaux,

Fall Show 2000 Coordinator, provided the seminar
line up. He experienced a couple of last minute
changes but it will be finalized well before the
October Show Newsletter goes to press. Glen also

included a plea for door prizes. He would also like
to hear from anyone who can help out with the show.

Our main article this month features the work of new

member, Bill Whitehead and his wooden Indian. =
There is a quick summary of the work of Jack

Middleton and his volunteers on page eight along
with a story from Brian Kaplan on a Northern Wood

Carvers project for the town of Richmond Hill.

We still have a few photos of award winning carvings

that I hope to include next month.

This was a frustrating issue to produce. I replaced

my tired old 486 computer and that is great, but the
software that came with it is lousy. By next month I

will have new software.

Hope you all had a great summer despite the weather
and 1 urge you to make a special effort to attend the
next general meeting. If you live out of town and

must make those dreadful trips to Toronto from time
to time, try to schedule your next one to tie in with
the September 18 meeting. Ed.

September Meeting
All the details for the September meeting appear in
Rick Brooker’s Notes on page four.

September meeting will also see a continuation
of the carving class for beginners and novice. Jack
Middleton will be conducting the instruction and
suggests you bring any tools you might need, along
with your sharp knife. Also bring along the carving
you were working on last spring or any other carving
that you might like to have evaluated. You will learn
that which you did right and how you can improve it.

Cover

You will be able to meet the cover figure in person.
Just attend OWCA’s 21st Annual Fall Show on
October 14 and 15, Malvern Community Centre, 30
Sewells Road, Scarborough. Take highway 401 to
Neilson Rd., turn north approximately five minutes to
Sewells Rd. on your right. You will see OWCA
signs soon after you leave the 401.

This Month’s Pattern

This month the pattern on page ten was developed by
new member, Bill Whitehead and features his cigar
store Indian. Bill, a commercial artist, probably had
an easier time researching and drawing his original
pattern than carving his six foot Indian. Thanks Bill.

May Meeting Speakers

We have thanked our May meeting speakers in a
special feature on page nine. Linda Eaves, Donna
Pascoe and Peter Turrell we thank you for an
informative and entertaining evening,

Hello folks my name is Glen Maddeaux,

The Year 2000 Show Coordinator.

And I am an OWCA member and proud of it.

How about you?

The Fall Show is right around the corner.
Volunteers are needed to help the show committee
mabke this year’s show the best ever.

Let’s make a difference; please give me a call.

Glen at 416 431-1823 or contact me at the
September general meeting. I’ll be there. Will you?

Good News: Jim Craig’s health continues to
improve as he convalesces at home. He has a daily
walk and we hope to see him at a meeting in the very
near future.

We also wish Judy Foster, our association secretary,
the best of health. Judy has had a tough year fighting
MS and recovering from a stroke. We hope the quite
summer has renewed her vim and energy to battle
with the committee.

Sad Note: The passing of Egon Carlsen of the
Brooklyn and Northern Woodcarving Clubs. Egan
passed away in his sleep following surgery in July.



Notes From
YOUR New President.

Introduce myself: Hi! My name is Rick Brooker.
I'm 55 years of age and married to a redheaded Irish
Catholic from Prince Edward Island. 1 have three
29-year-old sons (another story) and so far, two
grandchildren. 1 work full-time to buy groceries and
pay rent. I love to carve wood.

Thanks: Thank you Howard Greenaway for
teaching me to whittle ten years ago.
Thank you Jim Craig for setting a new
standard for volunteerism. I’ll be working at
the example you have set.
Thank you to all the previous executives of
the Ontario Wood Carvers Association.
Thank you Don Swenor for double duty.
Thank you Judy, Peachy, Sue and Bill for
easing the transition.
Thank you Brian and Glen for being the
catalysts.
Thank you Don Z., Derek, Hugh, and Stef
for rallying to the “New Vision” cry. Thank
you Jack, Al, Louis, and Lewis (my
favourite curmudgeon).
Thank you Bernie, Joe, Neil, Peter, Kats,
Carlos and Robert Gauthier for heart,
standards and mostly inspiration.
Thank you et al.

Purpose: The Ontario Wood Carvers Association
was formed March 22, 1978 by a group of insightful,
dedicated people to further the crazy art of wood
carving in the Province of Ontario.

Basic Functions: Nine newsletters, eight meetings
and one great annual show and competition.

Ancillary functions: Teaching, sharing, referring,
recognizing, reflecting and providing opportunity for
the genuine camaraderie enjoyed by people with a
strong common interest.

Invitations: Club presidents in Ontario (thriving or
struggling),  teachers  (established or new),
professional artists (always struggling), modest
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corporate sponsors (three great opportunities).

I want to know you personally. Pick up your
telephone and re-establish your relationship with the
central body. Call me at my home office, I return
messages. Easiest times are Monday to Wednesday
evenings between seven and eleven.

Toronto area: 905 884-1908

Long distance: 1 877-614-1494

Fax: 905 884-7641

Visions:
= A twenty-page newsletter
= 200+ attendees at our live meetings
= 10,000 attendees at our 2001 annual show
and competition.

We have the team, the interest (growing fast), and
only need communication. Whether you carve for
cash, ribbons, or just to put a smile on the face of a
child, you are a validated Ontario wood carver.

What You Can Do: Share the vision! Pass this
letter around. Invite a friend to a meeting and the
show. Pass my invitation to your teacher, your club
organizer or a wood / artist you know. Tell them to
call me. Tell them to join or re-join OW.C.A. 1
guarantee great meetings at York Mills Collegiate
(just off the 401). Four or five different experts with
widely varying specialties in separate, simultaneous
displays. One-on-one question and answer format
hosted by moi-meme.

September 18, meeting program.

“Guests of O.W.C.A.”

1. ‘American trained, Canadian experienced dryer
and seller of domestic carving woods.

2. Swiss trained Canadian full-time professional
turner.

3. Professional teacher and commission carver for
more years than he cares to remember.

4. Builder or burning machines standard or
custom plus tip-making demonstration.

5. The most innovative, fancy model maker in
wood I’ve had the pleasure to visit.

6. A taxidermist and wood carver who specializes
in birds of prey.



Attention Members: Make these guests work -
bring them problem pieces for discussion - order a
piece of wood cut exactly to your size, no extra cost
(pick up at the October show). Frustrated with
burners or tips. Find out why, there is an easier way.
If your hawk or owl doesn’t look quite right, bring it
for advice. Be awed by the originality and the
sparkle in the eye of our visiting model maker. Learn
the basics of gluing-up, mounting and tools of the
turner.

Seventy-five minutes of non-stop questions and
answers,

October Show: Make a date with family and friends
for that quite weekend following Thanksgiving. Sell
raffle tickets to support the show, door prizes every
half-hour for admission ticket holders. Top vendors
with specialty items of all kinds. Eighty
demonstrators.  Almost four hundred pieces in
competition, including the new expert category.
Meet “Indian Joe” in person. All the details in this
issue, more next month in the pre-show issue. Info
on the November and December meetings.

Conclusion: We are Canadian Wood Carvers, we
are proud. Join us to share, learn and communicate.

Thank you very much.

Rick Brooker

Raffle Prizes

To help fund the Fall Show OWCA relies on its
members to donate a small carving for the raffle.
Costs have risen drastically and we really need your
support. You can bring your carving with you to the
September general meeting or contact any committee
member for any special arrangements you may need.

Thank you in advance.
Glen Maddeaux,
OWCA Fall Show 2000 Coordinator.

Show Seminar:
Speakers All Set

OWCA Fall Show 2000 co-ordinator, Glen
Maddeaux has lined up excellent speakers for the
show seminars.

Eleanor Burke:

This professional instructor from Collingwood offers
a course on “in-depth perception.” Eleanor travels
throughout Ontario demonstrating at various wood
carving shows. A long time teacher, her low-key
gentle manor is easy for all to digest.

Jan Oegema:

This master carver will feature whittling. Jan, is a full
time commission carver, equipment supplier, and
teacher. With his bold, up-front, entertaining style,
Jan is considered by some as Ontario’s best instructor
in all-round carving.

Tom Gallagher:

Tom offers carving -in-the -round at his seminar. For
serious realistic detail, Tom has become a legend in
his time. Excellence is and expected.

Burt Hurt:

Burt’s specialty is Chip Carving. Burt is considered
Canada’s #1 Chip Carver. There is nothing else to
say. Burt is the best OWCA has seen:

BEST OF SHOW 1999 WINNER

Name to come:

Wood art or Feathering to be announced. Next
newsletter will have more information regarding this
guest speaker.

Seminar Schedule

Day 10:30 a.m. 12:30 p.m. 2:30 p.m. |
Sat.  Eleanor Burke TBA Jan Oegema
In depth Wood Burning ~ Whittling
‘perception
Sun. Tom Gallagher Burt Hurt
Carving Chip Carving
in the round







In 1962 three men formed an advertising agency -
Whitehead, Titherington & Bower Limited. Since
the agency had several retail clients, it seemed to
make sense to have a real authentic wooden Indian
inside the agency doors. The wooden Indian was the
second symbol introduced in North America as a
point-of-purchase device outside retail shops
indicating they sold tobacco. (The first was the
barber pole - brought over from England.)

Bill Whitehead, president (and a commercial artist)
took it upon himself to buy a piece of debarked kiln-
dried British Columbia pine - six feet tall and three
feet wide! Aside from a little clay sculpting at high
school, Whitehead had never attempted to create in
three dimensions, but thought he could knock off a
wooden Indian in no time and have it standing in the
doorway for everyone to admire.

For the next few years, he spent occasional fits of
effort removing large pieces of wood by hand using a
Swede-saw and hand axe, being very careful not to
do irreparable harm to his carefully drawn and
calculated sketches drawn to scale, which had
extensively researched and marked on the wood. In
the spring of 1965, he discovered much to his horror
that huge cracks had developed in the top and
bottom of the log. However, the cracks, obviously
caused by further curing of the pine, had stabilized.
He was advised to use melted bees” wax. That
would prevent the edges from splitting when carving
across them ... demoralizing, to say the least.

It is at that stage that the project sat for 31 years
while the necessity of building a good Canadian
advertising agency, raising a family and surviving in
business took over.

In 1986, many changes took place in Whitehead’s life
which enabled him to work more out of his home
studio and among the projects patiently waiting to be
continued was his much maligned, frequently laughed
at, often ridiculed, unfinished wooden Indian, “Joe”.
A new start was made. Each summer ‘Joe’ was
“wiggle-walked” out of the garage and Whitehead
would patiently work at carving away excess wood.
On cool or rainy days, the carving would be covered
with a protective tarp to wait for the next time.

In the summer of 1993, Whitehead used his garage
(which he had previously rigged with four ceiling

spotlights) to extend his carving time into the
evenings. A major undertaking was the meticulous
fitting of pieces of wood into the crack crevices and
carefully carving details with them solidly in place.
Today the wooden Indian is standing tall, virtually
completed - clutching cigars in his left hand and a
pipe in the other. Only the natives knew tobacco ...
where it grew naturally, when it could be harvested
and how to cure it. They also knew its addictive
nature. The calming effect of tobacco smoke was the
“magic” part of the power of the peace-pipe passed
around a Council circle.

Now when Whitehead’s family and friends ask, “Is it
done yet?” He can say, “Yep, it’s done!” At last,
Indian Joe is free of his prison. Please, don’t ask him
“How?”!

Bill Whitehead joined OWCA last winter. He spends
much of his spare time as a fine artist working in his
back yard studio. Bill lives in Willowdale and looks
Sforward to attending future OWCA meetings.

Bill plans to display Indian Joe at the October
OWCA Carving Show on October 14, 15, where you
can meet him in person. He is still close to standing
six feet tall and is an impressive figure. The
patterns for Indian Joe appears on page ten. Ed.



Northern Wood Carvers Club
Heritage Day - Richmond Hill

by Brian Kaplan

The town of Richmond Hill approached The Northern
Wood Carvers, asking the club to design and carve a
theme of flowers as an entry in the national “Community

in Bloom Competition”. Rick Brooker took the challenge
and designed this shield. The city supplied materials. The
wood blanks were cut and dressed by Egan Carlson.

Egan subsequently became ill and has passed away. A
regular at our club, Egan always provided us with a
choice of fine woods and blanks. We will miss you Egan.
Members carved the plaques. The youngest carver was
Johnethan Dennis, a 12 year old with a great carving
future ahead of him. A number of dedicated members
assembled the shield at Rick’s workshop. This was
supervised by long time member and owner of T.O.W.
Tools, Gord Meinecke, who laid out the delicate pieces.
On June 10, 2000 Richmond Hill hosted the 6th annual
Heritage Day, whereby Yonge St. is closed from Major
Mackenzie Dr. north to Elgin Mills Rd. This afforded 140
vendors an opportunity to sell and display their wares. An
estimated six thousand people visited the festival, on a
bright and hot sunny day. A number of carvers from the
Northern Wood Carvers Club attended, displaying,
demonstrating and even selling some of their fine pieces.
The shield was on display attracting tremendous attention.
Rick and myself collected the shield from the city hall the
night before, were where it is displayed in front of the
municipal chambers. The security guard took a lot of
persuading before he let us take ‘our’ labour of love away
for the day. It was a terrific day, and we all had a great
time. Thanks Rick, I look forward to next year’s event.
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OWCA Around Ontario

Jack Middleton and his crew of dedicated show
demonstrators have been busy. They have
represented woodcarving and OWCA at nine events
so far this year and have more scheduled for this fall.
These dedicated carvers travel to woodworking
shows throughout Ontario and set up carving
displays. They show finished work, demonstrate
carving, tell people about OWCA and answer
questions, hundreds of questions.

The managers of these shows are always grateful and
OWCA is always welcomed back.

Riverfest 2000:
“Thank you Jack for your participation in Riverfest

The Ontario Wood Carvers Association is a welcome
addition to any event. You and your volunteers really put
on a good show for us at Riverfest this year, Jack. Thank
you for your support.
Sincerely,

Julie Pomeroy, Riverfest 2000 Committee”

Scouts Canada SCOPE 2000:

“Without your support, SCOPE 2000 would not have
been possible.
On behalf of SCOPE 2000 Committee, I wish to hank you
once again and to present the enclosed certificate and
plaque as a token of our appreciation.
Yours in Scouting,

Janet Vatcher, Program Co-ordinator”

Events Attended:

January 28-30. The Hamilton Wood Show
March 3-5  International Centre Work Shop
March 10-19 Sportsman’s Show

March 17-19 Kitchener-Waterloo Wood Show
March 25-26 Niagara Woodcarvers Ass’n Show
May 13 Riverfest - Norval
May 27 Scope 2000 - Scouts Canada
August 11-13 Annual Wood Show - Durham

August 18-20 Bracebridge Wood Show



Great May Meeting
With the Grand Valley Gang

Linda Eaves, Donna Pascoe and Peter Turrell created
a fascinating general meeting last May 15.

Peter Turrell spoke at length on the art of working
with and treating wood. How to use oils particularly,
with large pieces. He took the time to answer many
questions and gave specific advice to those who had
thee foresight to bring along a carving.

Donna Pascoe discussed details relative to specific
carvings including the marvellous character from Star
Wars. (I don’t know how to spell Yeti.)

Linda Eaves was surrounded by attendees who
wanted to get a closer look at her spectacular colour
wood burnings and ask her endless questions.

Black and white photos can only remind our readers
of what they saw that night and hopefully entice
those who were not there to attend the next meeting.

i L ) l ¥ i

Above:
Linda Eaves giving enthusiastic response
to a question about her coloured wood burning.

Left:
Donna Pascoe and Friend

Below:
Peter Turrell (with back to camera) with
a group of studious listeners.
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Marketplace

Jan’s Carving Supplies

Widest assortment of carving tools:
Knives, power carvers, chisels, gouges,
wood burners, sharpening stones, books.

*
~ Jan Oegema ~

24 Mill Street, Bowmanville, ON L1C 3K2
905 623-2318 e-mail jancarves@home.com
Web: members.home.net/jancarves

Specialty Lumber
Supplying wood for
Carvers ~ Turners ~ Wood-burning Folk Art ~
Crafters ~ Hobbyist.
Phone: (905) 355-2988 Fax: (905) 355-9937
E-mail: Ospeclbr @ecagle.ca
9-1 Earl Street, Colborne, Ontario

Thompson’s Woodcarving & Gifts
Tools & Supplies for Carvers

Flexcut Carving Tools, Moor Chip Carving Knives &

Supplies, Basswood ~ Plates, Boxes & Custom Cutouts,
Wings Gate Patterns, Arbotech Power Carvers,
Microplane Rasps, Phingst Rotary Tools, Colwood
Pyrographic Tools, Books & Videos.
Classes & individual instruction available.
1455 Bancroft Drive Sudbury, ON P3B 1R6
Tel: 705 566-5787, Fax: 705 566-3486

Rockwell Wood Lathe

42” bed plus base. Includes face plates,
live centres etc., roughing gouge,
parting tools. scrapers.

Not used since fofally reconditioned. Price $650
Peter Jones 905-277-0945

Tool Sharpening for Woodcarvers
Jim Ashfield

27 Whitefriars Drive 104S Kennisis Rd.
Don Mills Kennisis Lake
Ontario M3A 212 Haliburton, Ont.
416 445-1211 705 754-2539

wWOOD

Rough Knot Free Pine
60 BM -2”x 10” 100 BM - 27 x 127
$4.00 /BM taxes extra
(BM - Board Measure 12" x 12" x 1)
Rough Maple 150 BM
13/8” - 11/2” Thick, 41/2”-111/2” Wide,
78” - 108” Long
$3.00 /BM taxes extra

Al Fischer - 416 438-5252, Fax 416 431-5419
28 Ben Price Court, Scarborough, Ont. M1H IN3

DON’S BASS & BALSA WOOD

11/4"— 21/4” — 31/4” — 41/4” — 51/4”

Up to 10” wide, 10° long Will Cut to Size and Plane
Don R. Wilson (905) 945-5647
116 Main Street East Fax (905) 945-4169
Grimsby ON L3M 4Y3 Appointment Required

Gordon’s Wood Crafts

Hand carved, trditional style Rocking Horses.
Plans, Accessories, Wood Packs, Tools, Books, Videos
Gord Brown 3716 Lobsinger Line, P.O. Box 346

St Clements, ON NOB 2MO0 Tel: 519-699-4786
E-mail: rockinghorses@poboxes.com
Web-site: www.poboxes.com/rockinghorses
Please call before visiting.

Custom Carving Knives

Complete line of special carving knives, 22 in all. Also
Custom knives, chisels, strops and bases.
Simply call or write for a catalogue and order form.
Joseph Werner - Phone: (705) 749-1671
623 Green Blvd. Peterborough, Ont. K9K 1K2

Marketplace For OWCA Members

Marketplace is open to OWCA members to promote your
service, or help you buy and sell carving related items.
There is no charge to OWCA members but we reserve the
right to reject notices and limit space or frequency.

And, please let us know if you have found what you
were looking for or sold what you were trying to sell.
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Events 2000

Please send in your carving event dates and
details. Thank you for your help. We want to
help you promote your event,

September 8,-10 Terrebonne, Que
North American International

Festival of Woodcarving

Over $5,000 in cash awarded.

Contact: Monique Bouvier (450) 492-5942

Robert Gauthier (450) 666-3838 Fax 450 666-6266

September 8 - 10 Barrie, Ont.

Central Ontario Woodworking & Hobby Show
Friday 12 noon - 6 p.m. Sat. & Sun. 10 am. - 5 p.m.
The 400 Trade Centre,

Hwy 400 & Innisfil Beach Rd. Exit 85

Contact: Debbie Toll Free (877) 803-1212,

Local (705) 436-5066 Fax (705) 436-4976

E-mail: shows@areaproductions.com

September 16, 17 Midland, Ont.
15th Canadian Wildlife Carving Championships
Wye Marsh Association of Woodcarvers

Over $5,000 in Prize money. 50/50 auction, free
seminars, carving supplies.

Contact: Alfred Scott (705) 549-2462

Fax: (705) 526-3294

e-mail <wyemash@cryston.ca>

October 14, 15 Toronto, Ont.
Ontario Wood Carvers Association

21st Annual Carving Show & Competition
Free Seminars, carving tools, specialty woods.
Malvern Community Centre, 30 Sewells Rd.
Contact: Rick Brooker 905 884-1908

Don Swenor 416 757-7909

October 21 Bowmanville, Ont.
10th Annual Show & Sale, Bowmanville Woodchips
Woodburning & Carving Club

Bowmanville High School, 49 Liberty Street N.
Hwy. 401 to Liberty St. N.

or Hwy. 115 to Taunton Rd. W. to Libery St.
Contact: Dennis Campbell (905) 723-8799

October 28, 29 Brockville, Ont.
St. Lawrence Woodcarvers Association Annual
Competition, Sale & Show

Judging on Saturday. Open 10 a.m.

Contact: Larry Whytock 223 Col. Douglas Cresc.
Brockville, ON K6V 6W1

November 3, 4, 5 Brantford, Ont.
The Brantford Wood Show & Crafts

Contact: Ken Hussey (519) 753-3839

Entry Forms: Gina Downes (905) 575-0450

ONTARIO WOOD CARVERS ASSOCIATION

Membership Application

The membership fee is currently $30 per
year, payable with this application.
Membership includes monthly meetings
and a subscription to the Ontario Wood
Carvers Newsletter. Renewal is on the
anniveisaiy of joining and is indicated on
the mailing label.

Please make cheques payable to:
Ontario Wood Carvers Association and
send with application to:

Peachy Chapman

132 Painted Post Drive
Scarborough, Ont.
MIH 1TS

Name New [J Renewal (]
Address

City Province Postal Code

Home Phone Business Phone Cheque [ Cash [J




