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From your editor

This is considered a
special issue. Our
mandate is to produce a
monthly newsletter
from September
through May, nine
issues.  But this has
been a special year so
why not a special
| newsletter. Your new
president has been busy
\N on all fronts, as you all
L! know. Those who are

able to attend the
general meetings have appreciated Rick’s
involvement in the programme, from the M.C. in
the cowboy hat at the front of the hall to arranging
special guest carvers and events. Rick has also tried
to make personal contact with members and
member clubs throughout Ontario. His reports in
this newsletter reflect this and I know he will be
reaching out to many more over the next 12 months.

The barbeque at Forrin’s dominates this issue with
full details on pages six and seven. But before that
on page four we have Dave White’s article featured
on the cover. It’s about an extraordinary wood
sculptor, Dorsey James and a unique project. I
would like to feature a profile of Mr. James himself
in a future issue. A fascinating artist.

Rick Brooker offers a review of the May meeting
and an out-of-town update on page five followed by
a Friendship Cane update on page eight. We then
hear from Glen Maddeaux regarding the October
O.W.C.A show.

As always I thank those who submit ideas and
material. For example, we have a major piece
thanks to Jim Gledhill to work into a future issue.

Those involved in carving shows please check our
“Events” listing for accuracy and if your event is
not listed send us the details. Thank you.

Bill Mills

Cover

These are but a sample of Dorsey James creations
at Pickering’s Alex Robertson Park. As Dave
White says in his article, you must visit the park to
fully appreciate James’ work as a sculptor.

Jacques Coulombe, Montreal
John Sterling

Welcome to O.W.C.A.

The above carvers have joined O.W.C.A.. We hope to
have the pleasure of meeting you at the next general
meeting. Please make a point of seeking me out and
introducing yourself.

Kk Brooker, Fresident

This Month's Patterns

This month's patterns tie-in with May's "Whittle-in"
and the member's involvement with friendship canes.
Howard Greenaway submitted them. Thanks

Update on O.W.C.A.’s Show Involvement

Jack Middleton and his crew are having a busy
summer and he sent a note to keep the members
abreast of what they are doing.

Jack, on behalf of O.W.C.A., received a warm
thank-you letter from the Kitchener-Waterloo Wood
Show. The show received many complements with
regard to their guest artisans.

Our first participation in the Schomberg Agricultural
Spring Fair drew the usual appreciative response and
an invitation to return next year.

The next show on their adjenda is Durham’s Annual
Wood Show & Competition, August 10, 11, 12.
Attending with Jack are: Eleanor Burke, Hugh
Thomson, and Don Martin.

Following Durham, in Bracebridge there is the
Muskoka Woodworking Show, August 17, 18, 19. On
the Bracebridge team are: Jack, Lynda Eaves, Don
Martin, Sandra Howes and Jim Van Koughnet.

The next show is a new one, Central Ontario
Woodworking Expo in Orangeville. The event takes
place at the Orangeville Fair Grounds, highway 10 and
Hockley road on September 7, 8, and 9.

Note: Jack also assured us that the “hands-on
carving classes” would continue at the general
meetings starting in September.




Dorsey James

The Opportunity of a Lifetime
By Dawve YWhite

Dorsey James bested the opportunity of
a lifetime! In the last year he carved ten
discarded Hydro poles and carved a name
for himself in his community. This was all
part of a waterfront restoration project.
James’™ work at Pickering’s Alex Robertson
Park simply blew me away!

His “Home Place”, a winding exercise
trail within a twisting path of carved,
recycled hydro poles, dominates the park
atop a recycled hill. {The locals have already dubbed it
“Polehenge™.} The creativity and impact are refreshing
and powerfully creative. To describe it would only spread
injustice because it is a place of emotions, more than a
mere structure or artwork.

James protected his sculptures from fire and
environmental damage by painting them with Weather-
bos. To discourage vandals he drove large rods into the
work, designed to thwart chain saws!

The gigantic carvings dominate an open glade in the
park: an owl, an eagle. a holy man. a Viking, and a
beautiful swooping female trio. By September ten huge
carvings will be in place. Each and every carving had. at
some point, physical input by students from Dunbarton
High School in Pickering, as part of their regular
curriculum in wood or art classes. James also has had
much’ help from Shane Clodd, one of his graduate art
students now studying at O.C.A.

James™ work reflects many cultures. For instance. the
welcoming carvings on either side of Home Place are: on
one side, corn. (a native Canadian welcoming symbol) and
on the obverse, Vestia. a European goddess of welcome.

To view the other pieces within the park one must
follow a trail into a riverside woodlot. As you stroll along
you will see faces peeking out from behind trees, or staring
at you as you walk up a path. Take care because the faces
are at many different levels. from below knee level to high
in the branches! James showed me photos of the trees
before he worked on them showing how he never bared the
tree initially. Always. the tree had shed enough bark for
the carving.

Sadly I noted that pollution from the nearby industries
have soiled the light surfaces of the work. A sign of our
times. I suppose.
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Dorsey James studied fine arts at York
University and is currently a secondary
school art teacher. This project started with a
suggestion by James at a Pickering municipal
committee meeting and he has been
struggling with the carving for a bit more
than a year now. James had massive support
from Makita, Dremmel, Veridian (local
electric supplier). Pickering Horticultural
Society, and the Durham Public School
Board. Visitors encouraged him with comments while he
worked and they strolled through his carving panorama.

He’s hoping that he can encourage others to step
forward and add to another part of the Trans-Canada Trail
through carving. He did some initial digging to locate
funds through the Ontario Government’s Trillium
Foundation. Also a person or group would need to line up
various community resources in this undertaking.

Treat yourself to a visit at Pickering’s Alex Robertson
Park. Pickering is on the eastern outskirts of Toronto, on
highway 401. To get there, aim for the GO station at
Liverpool Road and the 401. On the south side of the
station is Baseline Road. Follow it just east of the station
to Sandy Beach Road. Stay on Sandy Beach to the end and
you will see the Park on your right (west) side. Give
yourself” at least an hour to soak it all up. It's a great
location for “woodies™ or just plain folk and families.

The official opening of the Sculpture is September 22,
2001. Obviously Dorsey would love to see you there.

Think about yourself or your club starting your own
similar project. What a mind-boggling experience!

# Dorsey wants people to contact him to network
and promote further park carving porjects. The
Ontario Government has a programme to sell
Ontario via the arts and James is now involved. You
can reach him through a variety of methods.

His name is Dorsey James

His studio phone is 905-420-9678 (in Pickering)
E-mail address: dusti @istar.ca

His web site is:

WWww.novacan.ns.ca/djames/




Notes from Action Central
Or

“It’s summertime...and
the livin’ is easy...Jd”

It’s time
To party!

(See centre spread)

The May Meeting Whittle-in was a great
success. Everyone performed really well. We
divided participants into three distinctly different
groups with three teachers, each teaching their own
styles. Howard Greenaway brought unique patterns
(beetle and frog, see page nine) to give newer
carvers ideas for friendship cane carvings that did
not rely on faces. Honky Hawrysio taught his
unique deep cut faces. Jan Oegema gave choices,
taught them all, sold books and tools throughout.
Jan is a multi-tasker. Howard and Honky had their
memberships extended for another year and Jan
survived another full season without advertising
costs.

Your executive thanks you all. Steff, coffee and
snacks. Al Shewan shook the Toonie-tin. Peachy,
Don Z. and Lou did their normal great jobs. Brian
Kaplan surprised everyone by winning our second
highest 50-50 pot (how many tickets did you buy
Brian?). Darcy Carlsen donated a very large,
beautifully dressed hunk of butternut in Egon’s
name. As I write this, it is the first anniversary of
Egon’s premature passing. We all know what he is
doing with his afterlife. Andre Regnier took great
pictures of everybody and everything (double
prints, free, at the party). Thanks to Maure
Meinecke and Joe and Catherine Werner for coming
out with whittling supplies. Jack Middleton and
Rod Deon carried on with their beginners’ lessons
(every meeting — and free) oblivious to everything
else going on.

OUT-OF-TOWN UPDATE

We had a great chat with BOB GOUGEON,
outgoing president of the Halton Carvers. Their new
executive was just coming into play and Bob said he
would talk up our party and get some of their members
out on August 18. P.S. If you have never been to Glen
Williams Mill (near Georgetown) take your wife or
husband for a drive to see artisan studios in the old mill
setting. The Halton Carvers have been showing and
teaching great woodcarving there for some years now.

Our special friend, ALFRED SCOTT in Midland,
and his crew have been invited to the party. Check
“Events” for the Wye Marsh Festival and Competition
on September 29 and 30. It is a great event for
woodcarvers (focus on wildlife) but also has a festival
atmosphere with the work of many other artisans on
display.

CAROL FISH wanted to tell everyone from the
Northern Woodcarvers how much she valued the
Lemonville Show last May.

SUE WILSON deserves huge accolades for
organizing the first annual Hawk Wind Woodcarving
Show and Competition in Cambeliford Ontario. Darcy
Carlsen and 1 left at eight in the morning and after
dinner and sunset by the river got home about one the
next morning. A great day meeting the Thompson’s
from Sudbury, John Spinks, Jacques Coulombe from
Quebec, the Gauthier gang from Montreal and Barrie
Ontario. Donna Pascoe and Peter Turrell were
featured show performers (chain-saw and Arbor-Tech
demonstrations), while Robert Gauthier and his son
Francois did ice carvings on site. A great show — do it
next year —one a.m. is optional.

ANDRE REGNIER (our photographer) went on his
vacation to St-Jean Port Joli for the International
Symposium on Woodcarving. Watch our September
issue for a good report.

JACK MIDDLETON should have a report on the
Durham show in the next issue.

LINDA EAVES should be giving us a submission on
the Bracebridge show and a notice for those interested
in her pyrography camp-in gathering in September.

Cont. page 8
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+ THEIR SIGNIFICANT OTHERS
+ THEIR CHILDREN & SMALL DOGS
+ THEIR FRIENDS AND RELATIVES VISITING FROM OUT OF TOWN

o A 12 HOUR PARTY
® o A HEATED POOL
$V~ S et O
* 02,000 SQ. FT. RECREATION ROOM
o MUSIC BY THE "PRO-SOUND SHOP" [REQUESTS FROM 5 DECADES)

o RAIN OR SHINE - SERIOUSLY FOLKS, THIS HOUSE HAS 10,000 SQ. FT. AND EVERYONE CAN BE
AS COMFORTABLE INSIDE AS OUT.

o 5 LITTLE DOGS LIVE HERE WITH IDEAL INDOOR OUTDOOR ACCESS (CONTAINED AREA) AND
WOULD LOVE TO MEET YOUR LITTLE DOG.

o BRING: LAWN CHAIRS o YOUR OWN ALCOHOL - OR NOT o A TABLE CONTRIBUTION OF DESSERT,
CRUDITEES, CHEESES, CASSEROLE.

o BRING: TOWELS TO DRY YOUR GLISTENING BODY o GAMES FOR YOUR CHILDREN - HUGE AREA

o WHITTLING PROJECTS TO WORK ON - OR NOT o FINISHED WORK TO SPARK DISCUSSION

o PROVIDED: LARGE SAUSAGE ON EGG BREAD SESAME ROLLS o M&M MEATBALLS & MIXED
SAUCE o CEASER SALAD o ICE o SOFT DRINKS o TIM HORTON'S COFFEE
o FRIENDSHIP CANE PIECES FOR WHITTLING
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R PARTYA

o 1 o BECAUSE WE LIKE YOU!

o BECAUSE WE WANT 200 PEOPLE WHO ALL HAVE WOODCARVING IN

. COMMON.
o BECAUSE WE CAN!

SATURDAY AUGUST 18TH

\“ «' 1 PM.T0 1 AM.
ot

COME EARLY, COME LATE, JUST APPEAR!

%‘ 450 STEPHANIE i s'"f",f“"
“ 2ND HOUSE ON THE LEFT

SEE SIGN AT DRIVEWAY

TESTON RD.

HOST: STEF FORRIN
HONORARY HOSTESSES:
KELLY BROOKER & DELANA WELLS

oo™ |Zo—vmE

BARRIE

cos ===

MAJOR MACKENZIE DR.

ANY QUESTION BEFORE THE 18TH
CALL RICK AT 905-884-1908 " N
PHONE # AT THE PARTY 905-832-5746 %
(3

$

TORONTO



Friendship Cane Update

Notice to groups one and two. Phone around to see
who will be at the party in August. This will be a
great opportunity to exchange pieces. Bring any
finished cane carvings to show around.

Group three only needs two more participants at this
writing. Step up and register!

Attention “Mystery Man.” Whoever registered for
the Friendship Cane at the volunteers’ party in
January but has not yet received their list or
instructions please call me. Your signature has
baffled me for six months. Step up and tell me who
you are.

John Spinks from Hanmer in Northern Ontario was
drawn number one in group one. He has now re-
registered for group three. 1 saw his work in
Cambellford, It’s tops! Anyone who wants to
participate in a second cane, just register again.

More in the next newsletter.

e-mail, e-mail, e-mail, e-mail, e-mail, e-mail

Dave White is under-whelmed by the response from
you Internet enabled carvers. Send e-mail to:

teachercreature6 1(@hotmail.com

And tell him to put you on the list for quick
announcements, photos, interesting sites etc.

Das all from the Prez!

Ready to party???

The big OWCA Show is coming
and we need your help.
Glen Maddeaux

Raffle Prizes

We need your help to
make this year’s raffle
like no other. If everyone
in the club can make one
contribution to the raffle
it could be the best ever.
Carvings, tools, gift cer-
tificates, wood, and pat-
terns are all great prizes.
Maybe you don’t have time

to carve. Ask your nearest
supplier for a donation. Letters are available upon
request.

Volunteers are still required for set up on the
Friday and operations on Saturday and Sunday for
the fall show.

Please call me, Glen Maddeaux 416 431-1823, or
any executive team member. Thank you.

BBQ

August 18 at the Forrin ranch. I really hope to see
you’all there.

Two Tool Tips From Lawrence Cosh

1. Surprising Protective Coating For Tools

In a test of various coatings to protect tools, the
most effective proved to be paraffin wax, the type
used in home canning. Melt the paraffin wax and
brush it on the tools or better yet, dip the tools into
the molten wax. Be careful with the melted
paraffin. It is flammable. For safety, a double
boiler is recommended to melt the wax.
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2. Cleaning Your Circular Saw Blades

e
kel

If you cut a lot of pine with your circular saw,

the pine will cause pitch and resin to build up on
your saw blades. This will make even sharp teeth
seem dull. An easy way to clean your blades is to
spray them with oven cleaner. To do this, suspend
your blade on a dowel rod, hanging it inside a
cardboard box. (For non-drinkers, a good source
of cardboard boxes is your local LCBO.) Oven
cleaner can be toxic, so close the flaps once you
have sprayed the blade. It will usually take about
[0 - 20 minutes to loosen up the gunk. Then wash
the blade with soap and water. Dry it, then spray it
with a lubricant to protect it from corrosion.




Patterns of the Month

By Howard Greenaway

These two patterns were used at the May
meeting Whittle-in. They are offered as an
alternative to a head for the Friendship Canes.
The little frog is self-explanatory, except that
the carver might want to lower his upper body
to conform to the restrictions of the cane piece.
I would also carve two of them, on opposite
sides of the piece of wood.

The other design is based on an Egyptian scarab
bracelet as found in the tomb of Tutankhamun.
The original is in gold and lapis lazuli. The
back cover, wing covers and the top of the head
are in lapis (blue colour), and the under-body,
and legs are in gold. As with the frog, I would
carve two of them, on opposite sides. A real
energetic carver might even do four!

S=2

U =




Two Examples of Dorsey James'
Fine Sculptures

Marketplace

Face & Figure Carving Course
Evergreen Woodcarving Studio — Innisfil

Ten Weeks beginning
last week in September

Limited to carvers with some experience.

Call Howard or Vicky Greenaway
705 456-1999

Studio in the Woods

Blanks for carvers, pyrographers & painters

Gift items:
Wood burned, hand carved, hand painted

Joan & Kurt Franke
2604 Division St. N. R.R. 4 Cobourg, Ont. K9A 4]7
905 372-7560

Jacques Coulombe Ltd

woodcarving & woodturning tools
Tel. toll free (Canada & U.S.A.) 1-877-866-5793
Fax: (514) 253-0681

www.jacquescoulombe.com

B s COLWOOD - FLEXCUT - FOREDOM
STUBAI CANADIAN DISTRIBUTOR MICROPLANE - OptiVISOR - WARREN
wholesale & retail WOODCARVING & WOODTURNING BOOKS

More than a carver, I'm your
Neighborhood Handyman
Interior painting,
carpentry, plumbing, drywall.

In business over 10 years.

OWCA Member
Call Dave Tait 416 265-1173

Wood Supplies...Darcy Carlsen

3656 Davis Drive,
Cedar Valley, Ont. LOG 1E0
905 83-7485
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Marketplace

Marketplace

Jan’s Carving Supplies

L4
Widest assortment of carving tools:

~ Jan Oegema ~
24 Mill Street, Bowmanville, ON L1C 3K2
905 623-2318 e-mail jancarves@home.com
Web: members.home.net/jancarves

Paint Supplies & Beeswax

Milk Paint stains that can be made into hundreds of
colours just mix with water. Environmentally safe
and easy to use. Good for wood carvers or furniture
makers. Phone Sharon Brooker at 905 669-6191 for
information, or write to;

706-850 Steeles Ave. West, Thornhill, ON, L4] 8E7

Thompson’s Woodcarving & Gifts
Tools & Supplies for Carvers

Classes & individual instruction available.

1455 Bancroft Drive Sudbury, ON P3B 1R6
Tel: 705 566-5787, Fax: 705 566-3486

Tool Sharpening for Woodcarvers

Jim Ashfield
27 Whitefriars Drive 104S Kennisis Rd.
Don Mills ON M3A 212 Kennisis Lake

Haliburton

416 445-1211 705 754-2539

Gordon’s Wood Crafts

Hand carved, traditional style Rocking Horses.
Plans, Accessories, Wood Packs, Tools, Books, Videos
Gord Brown 3716 Lobsinger Line, P.O. Box 346
St Clements, ON NOB 2M0 Tel: 519-699-4786
e-mail: info@gordonswoodcrafts.com
Web: www.gordonswoodcrafts.com
Please call before visiting,

DON’S BASS & BALSA WOOD

11/4"-21/4"-31/4"-41/4"-51/4"

Up to 10” wide, 10" long Will Cut to Size and Plane
Don R. Wilson (905) 945-5647
116 Main Street East Fax (905) 945-4169
Grimsby ON L3M 4Y3 Appointment Required

Earl & Shirl Enterprise

Pattern Maker Wood Sculpture Rubber Moulds
Graphite Moulds Wax Moulds Knife Maker
Earl & Shirl Dahmer
1375 Bleams Rd., Kitchener, ON N2G 3W5
Phone: 519 743-4346 Fax: 519 743-1805
Cel: 519 575-1874 E-mail: erishri@attcanada.ca

Custom Carving Knives

Complete line of special carving knives, 22 in all. Also
Custom knives, chisels, strops and bases.
Simply call or write for a catalogue and order form.
Joseph Werner - Phone: (705) 749-1671
623 Green Blvd. Peterborough, Ont. K9K 1K2

41 Idleswm Drive
Thornhill. Ontario
L4d 1L2

Tools by Pfeil/Swiss Made
Flexcut, Harmen, Warren
Carving Supplies & Selected Books

GORDON and MAURE MEINECKE
CALL FOR sHowroom Hours: (905) 731-3841

towcarvsupplies @home.com

Specialty Lumber
Supplying wood for
Carvers ~ Turners ~ Wood-burning
Phone: (905) 355-2988 Fax: (905) 355-9937
E-mail: Ospeclbr @eagle.ca
9-1 Earl Street, Colborne, Ontario

Looking For a Small Lathe

Sharon Brooker is looking for a small lathe.
Something under 24”

Call: 905 669-6191, or write to:

706-850 Steeles Ave. West, Thornhill, ON, L4] 8E7
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EVENTS 2001

August 10, 11,12 Durham, Ont.
18" Annual Wood Show & Competition
Town of Durham, Grey County

Contact Wood Show, Box 920, Durham, On. NOG IR0, in Eastern Canada

Tel 519-369-6902 Fax 519-369-5005
E-mail: woodshow(@bmts.com
Web. www.bmts.com/~woodshow

August 17-19 Bracebridge, Ont.
Muskoka Woodworking Show

Lions Club of Bracebridge

Bracebridge Fairgrounds, 325 Fraserburg Rd.
Contact: Brad Bowes:

P.0.Box 10069 Bracebridge, ON. PIL 1W6

Tel-705 646-2394 Fax- 705 646-0695

September 7 -9 Orangeville, Ont.
Central Ontario Woodworking Expo

Orangeville Fairgrounds Hwy 10 @ Hockley Road
Contact: Debbie — Area Productions Inc. PO Box 23023
Barrie, Ont. L4M 7W8 Toll free 877 803-2121 Local:
795 436-5066 E-mail: shows@areaproductions.com

September 29 — 30 Midland, Ont.
16" Annual Cdn. Wildlife Carving Championships
Wye Marsh Association of Woodcarvers

Location: Wye Marsh Wildlife Centre,

#12 Highway. Midland Ont.

New Format — Over $6,000 Prize Money

Three Purchase $500 Awards

Contact Alfred Scott: 705 526-7809 or

October 13-14 Toronto, Ont.
2001: Carving Odyssey
The Largest Wood Carving Show

Ontario Wood Carvers Association

22" Annual Carving Show & Competition
Quality Competition — 150 Carving Displays
Free Seminars — Top Vendors

Malvern Community Centre, 30 Sewells Rd
Scarborough, Ontario

Contact: Rick Brooker 905 884-1908

Don Swenor 416 757-7909

October 20 Bowmanville, Ont.
11" Annual Show & Sale, Bowmanville Woodchips
Woodburning & Carving Club

Bowmanville High School, 49 Liberty Street N.
Highway 401 to Liberty St. N. or highway 115 to
Taunton Rd. W. to Liberty St.

Contact: Dennis Campbell (905) 723-8799

October 27, 28 Brockville, Ont.
St. Lawrencr Woodcarvers Association Annuall
Competition, Sale & Show

Judging on Saturday. Open 10 a.m.

Contact: Larry Whytock 2243 Col..Douglas Crescent
Brockville, Ont, K6V 6W 1

November 2, 3, 4 Brantford, Ont.
The Brantford Wood Show & Crafts

Contact: Ken Hussey (519) 753-3839

Entry Forms:Gina Downes (905) 575-0450

Ontario Wood Carvers Association
Membership Application

The membership fee is currently $30 per year,
payable with this application. Membership
includes monthly meetings and a subscription to
the Ontario Woodcarver, a monthly newsletter.
Renewal is on the anniversary of joining and
the date is indicated on your mailing label.

Please make cheque payable to O.W.C.A. and
send with application to:

Peachy Chapman

132 Painted Post Drive

Scarborough, Ont. M1H 1T5

Name; New O Renewal O

Address:

City: Prov.:
Postal Code:

Home Phone: Bus. Phone:




