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On the night before Xmas, as everyone knows,
Nothing stirs except santa, or O we suppose.
And the first thing he does, so I'm lead to believe,
Is call all the carvers on each Xmas eve.
So again, this year, I know he sends
Xmas Greetings to OWCA members and all their friends.
This will be followed by wishes to you
for a Merry Xmas and good carving in two thousand and two.

John Marshall
Mini Profile I Good Food l Ottawa I Christmas
D.B. Johnston Pot-Luck Deserts Show

Canes
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Next General Meeting
December 17, 2001
7:00 P.M,
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Next Meeting:

Mohammad Taheri
2001 Best Master

Mohammad will be bringing approximately a
dozen pieces plus work in progress.
He will field all questions about
work, background, methods etc.

plus

Carla Forrin

Serving a light supper and
arranging the pot luck sweets table.

Bring your favorite desserts.

Location of General Meetings

General Meetings are held at the York Mills Collegiate Institute, 490
York Mills Road, located midway between Bayview Ave. and Leslie
St. There is plenty of free parking. Via TTC, take the York Mills bus
from the Yonge St./York Mills Subway Station.
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From your editor:

At the time of writing
this column I am not
too sure of all the
content but can touch
on a couple of items.
Be sure to read the
sizzling letter from
OWCA Show judge
Dave Johnson on this
page.
I attended my first all-
W day carving seminar
%, last Saturday with Jan
QOegema; 15 carvers,
each receiving individual instruction and
encouragement. It was a great experience for me.
While I didn’t walk out with a finished carving (most
students totally finished, including stain and paint), I
impressed my wife when I returned with my wood
spirit tucked under me arm.
We have two full-page supplier ads in this issue. 1do
not know if this is a first.
Rick reviews the November meeting, and the Ottawa
Show. Windsor’s Sunparlour Woodcarvers supplied
two seasonal patterns.
About four years ago, after reading many appeals for
a newsletter editor, 1 volunteered for the job. 1
believe one should make some contribution to any
non-profit organization they might belong to. I knew
little about carving but was assured this was not a
prerequisite and I made a two-year commitment.
This issue marks four years as editor. Now that Rick
has the newsletter firmly in hand this will be my last
issue. It has been a great experience. I have met
many interesting and talented people, learned a lot
about preparing a newsletter and even more about
carving. For that I thank OWCA. 1t is a great
organization with many very dedicated members.
See you at the December Holiday party.

Bill Mills

Cover
Thank you John Marshal for a timely cartoon and a
fun poem.

Letter to Editor

Dear Bill,

I just received the November issue of the Ontario
Woodcarver. To put it mildly, I am particularly
annoyed with you. As Editor of the Newsletter, you
can edit anything you want EXCEPT quotes. 1

offered comments to you in response to your request
and with the expectation that they would be used
honestly. You may not think that your alterations
matter — if so, why did you feel the need to alter my
comments at all. Moreover, a quote is a quote is a
quote — should you decide to paraphrase or change
the wording in any way, it is no longer a quote and
should not be enclosed in quotation marks. I am
particularly peeved at the changes you made to my
comment regarding the Best-in-Show carving. Not
only did you modify the context of my statement, you
added material. That comment was my personal
opinion and not subject to any manipulation you felt
necessary to better serve some other purpose. I am
tremendously offended by the liberty that you took
and expect you to make amends in the next issue. To
that end I would like you to inform your readers that I
was not quoted accurately and to restate my comment
in full and in bold text for their consumption. To
assist you, the following is a repeat of the comment I
submitted to you: The Best-in-Show carving
demonstrated a combination of ‘composition,
complexity, and technical execution’ that was
simply unrivaled at the Open Level. That is not to
say that weren’t other good and even excellent
carvings at that level. The Best-in-Show carving,
however, was and is a superlative carving.”

As far as the second quote goes, there was no need to
alter it in any way. Your minor grammatical shuffle
did nothing to improve the quote. It would appear to
me that you are overzealous with regard to your
“editorial” function and should exercise a little more
self-control when dealing with other people’s
contribution.

Yours truly,

Dave B. Johnson

You are absolutely right Dave. I am not sure what I
sent me off on such a tangent.

Nick Ciarelli
Jacques Germain
A.J. Hope
Jim Marshall
Woodchucker’s Supplies(John Buccioni)
Welcome to O.W.C.A.
The above carvers have joined OWCA. We hope to have
the pleasure of meeting you at the next general meeting.

Please make a point of seeking me out and introducing
yourself to me.

Rick Bhooken, President




Notes from Action Central

Still More
Todo! 7 _ W
Friendsh:jr? V

Canes set. X

Ottawa
Success?!

November Meting Review

I had a great time with all of you November 19. The
meeting went so smoothly, it didn’t feel like work. The
four guests represented a wonderful cross-section of
techniques and special skills.

George Beresowsky is such a polite and quite man it
might have taken years to get to everybody. I was lucky
to meet him and chat. His experience with painting, his
love of nature and career in design and hand-engraving
made him a formidable carver straight out of the blocks.
Within his first year of carving he is competing
voluntarily at the open level in several categories and
chalking up the ribbons. Thanks for sharing, George.
Bud Smith stalwart long team member that he is, shared
on detailing fish and their habitat answering every
question you could throw at him. Knowing that Bud’s
experience includes taxidermy helps to understand his
unending quest for realism. As a founding father of
Northern Woodcarvers I’ve had the privilege of knowing
the couple: Terry and Bud for years. They can be counted
on, and are, for many volunteer positions. Thanks Bud!
Rod Deon is one of the most curious, enthusiastic, intense
and sharing people in his seventies that I have ever met.
His exploration of effects, his patient development of
experience in special techniques, result in him having a
passion to share. He and Jack Middleton co-host the
instruction centre at our meetings. Bring your questions
and curiosities to them for one-on-one before 7:30 or after
8§ at any meeting.

Bonus — Eldon Humphries plus the “lovely and talented”
Carol. The O.W.C.A. is honoured with participation of a
few legendary carvers. Eldon is one. Long-term members
know him and are always happy to see his evolution. His
caricatures, his seminars, his books and blanks are the best
in Canada and amongst the national toppers in the U.S.
Thanks for sharing at our meeting. I've had an offer for a
late spring feature. Watch for Eldon in April or May with
an unusual and special display.

General Comments
Welcome back Louis Hurwitz and Brian Kaplan. The
library was missed in September. Thanks Ed Tracey for
filling the hole. Thanks to Maure Meinecke for
responding and welcome!
Welcome back (from Florida) to Don Zechino. You’re
away long enough to be missed. Sell those cosy
O.W.C.A. sweatshirts at the Christmas meeting. Let’s
give a few away in the 50-50 draw.
Timely Arrival As you have heard before the staff
scenario at York Mills C.I. is more restrictive lately. For
you carly birds, please plan your arrival no earlier than
6:45 P.M.
Glen, Stef, Peachy, Judy and Al — you are the hub!

In-house Competition is planned for February or March,
we’ll let you know. We’ll see what you have done post
show and early winter.

Friendship Canes Three groups of twelve are in the
thick of exchanges. Jim McGhee was the first to
distribute all his pieces. About one third of the players
have followed suite. If anyone is having difficulty for
personal reasons, call Rick. Amold Koch and Jan
Oegema are up my sleeve for substitution or for the
beginning of the 2002 list.

The Toony Wish My message regarding the realities of
meeting finances is being heard by some but not all. 1
know some of you are doing more. What we need is two
toonies per person. One hundred and fifty members
contributed $197 in November.

Data Base Help Peachy Chapman, bless her soul, and
loyal partner Judy Foster need a break from membership
update for January, February and March. Adding new
members to the mailing address list is the only thing we
need help with. Please speak to me by phone.

Apologies To Past Executive
It was brought to my attention that my comments about
meeting programs and the newsletter improvements may
have slighted some past executive. This club has survived
twenty-two years with steady support for all previous
exccutives. We produce the best annual show in Canada,
(that’s a challenge), we send complimentary newsletters to
30 clubs in the province. We exchange newsletters with a
half-dozen more clubs and offer referrals and
introductions whenever asked. Our meetings seldom fall
below a hundred and in the past year have exceeded a
hundred and fifty people a number of times. Myself and
your current executive work hard, try to second guess your
interests and provide good bang-for-your-buck.
Nothing we do is different in principle from what strong
people have been doing for twenty years. 1apologize to
those offended by my comments.

Your president,



Seagon’s Greetings

T.O0.W

Is offering a 20 % discount
on regular priced

SWISS TOOLS

for the holiday season
from Dec. 1 to Dec. 24

Tools ordered by phone may be picked up
at the December 17th O.W.C.A Christmas meeting

To visit our showroom
Please call 905-731- 3841

41 ldleswift Drive
Thornhill, ON



Show report: Rick Brooker

Canada’s Capital

Carving Competition
November 23, 24, 25
Outaouais Wood Carvers of Ottawa held their 14" annual
competition in conjunction with the Ottawa Wood Show.
Your traveling reporter was invited as one of six judges.
In the last ten years there has been a shift from
freestanding woodcarving shows to woodcarving
competitions being an adjunct to large commercial wood
shows. National and regional sellers of carpentry
equipment and suppliers provide the revenue and admin
skills that come with revenue. Kitchener, London, and
Hamilton are good examples. Niagara Falls, Brooklin,
Bowmanville, Roseneath, and our large October show in
Toronto are examples of traditional woodcarving only
shows. Available venues, advertising, paid staff versus
volunteers, professional management and wider audience
are the practical reasons.
My first opportunity to judge (unsolicited) was a
complement met with some trepidation about my
qualifications. In the course I ended up feeling gratified
and more importantly, useful.
Dave (D.B.) Johnson in his normal bold and confident
style was in total control of the choosing, pairing and
category assignments. All went very smoothly. If you
don’t recognize the name yet, Dave has judged for us the
past two years, is a past-president of the Ottawa club, a
full time commissioned carver and past multiple winner at
both “Ward’s World” and “The Congress™.
The competition itself was large and totally organized.
Pat Harding (gracious lady) is the current president and
John Bowser (authoritative and friendly) were in great
control all weekend. The club members who were doing
registration, piece placement, guard duty, ribbon
placement, etc., were so competent that you hardly felt
their presence. Congratulations to all.

Top Entries
The competition was fierce with many entries from
Montreal and Toronto areas complimenting the great work
from the home area. [ took a piece each for Carlos
Rodriguez and Larry Levesque and I spotted Ron Landry,
Lennox Giogetti, Craig Hutton, Mauricio Reyes and Sue
Walters (Australia) all of whom were winners in October
at our show in Toronto.
Ottawa groups their categories in divisions at all levels
providing lots of ribbons and making the final 1, 2", and
3" Best in Show a real cat-fight between the picces and
the judges tastes. Carlos Rodriguez barely beat Craig
Hutton for Best-of ~Show. Larry’s large rottweiler on the
black-walnut base (his second original piece) won division
“B” (all animals and fish) and just missed 3" best in show.
[ arrived home in record time, holing my tail pipe, with
five ribbons and 800 dollars for Carlos and Larry. All in
all, Maggie Muggins, it was a very full weekend.




Tax Free
December

Every item you buy at Jan’s Carving Supplies
during December will be tax free.

Power tools, bits, books, chisels, knives...every thing!

See Jan at the December general meeting
or
Visit Jan’s Carving Supplies
24 Mill Street, Bowmanville
Call 905 623-2318
e-mail jancarves @rogers.com

Web: www.members.home.net/jancarves



An Inside Look Rick Brooker

Since my earliest days as a “square” whittler I have
been intrigued with visiting carvers in their home
workshops. 1 believe nothing can accelerate one’s
own experience, resources and objectivity faster than
widespread sharing. Craft, in my mind. is replication
of real-life or existing patterns. Art is the application
of learned methods to original creations. Whether
you like my definitions or not, my questions to others
about subject motives, media choices and
methodology help me avoid a lot of trial and error;
time wasted, time in my quest for art-in-wood.

For three days and nights I lived at Dave Johnson’s
house. Dave has emerged from the pack as a true
artist in wood. His piece titled “Another Funeral™
was on display, front and center at our show this
year. It caught the breath of almost all who viewed
it. The sorrowful depiction of an old cleric in natural
butternut won 3" Best-in-Show at “The Congress™ in
2001 against the best general category carvers in
North America.

Dave was in the finishing stages of a nine piece
collection for an Anglican church in Ottawa.
Ranging in size from “Baby Jesus™ (about 127x 6) to
the “Wiseman” (about 36™), all cut from one large,
wet, basswood trunk, I saw ‘art-in-progress’. His
personal choices as to which characters, how big,
directional facings, and moderate stylizing all fit the
total commission value. His home (like Joe Dampf
and Kats Takada and Carlos Rodriguez), is a virtual
gallery of personal evolution as an artist. The visit
was yet another opportunity for me to grow
personally. Thanks Dave.

Now I'll stop writing and leave some room for
pictures.
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Taken from:

"Santa Carving" with Myron Bowman (c1 996)
A worth-while addition to your woodcarving library.




Christmas Candy Canes? ....
No!
Christmas
Friendship
Canes.

For those whom
were not present at
our last General
Meeting, we asked
those who did attend
to carve one piece of
a friendship cane
with a Christmas theme. Each piece is to be
completed by the next meeting, our Christmas
meeting. We will assemble these completed
pieces to create about three canes. These
completed canes will then become part of our
raffle offerings for next year’s show and will
attract a lot of attention during the year.

All participants please make sure your name is
clearly marked on the bottom of your carving.

I would like the winners to have the names of
each carver who participated.

fﬂ,ﬂ Waditoanr

Now here's a man that can
produce figures for friendship
canes..Jan Oegema.

Marketplace

Marketplace For O.W.C.A. Members

There is no charge to O.W.C.A. members but we reserve
the right to reject notices and limit space or frequency.
And, please let us know if you have found what you were
looking for or sold what you were tying to sell.

Thank you.

Spirits of the Wilderness

“Home of The Wood’n Expression”
Wood’n Beer Bottles
Wood’n Bowling Pins

Custom Lathe Work
Contact Honky at 705 456-2815§

More than a carver, I'm your

Neighborhood Handyman
Interior painting,
carpentry, plumbing, drywall.
In business over 10 years.
OWCA Member
Call Dave Tait 416 265-1173

Wood Supplies...Darcy Carlsen

3656 Davis Drive,
Cedar Valley, ON LOG 1E0
905 836-7485

Studio in the Woods

Blanks for carvers, pyrographers & painters
Gift items: Wood burned, hand carved, hand painted

Joan & Kurt Franke 905 372-7560
2604 Division St. N. R.R. 4 Cobourg, ON. K9A 4]7

Jacques Coulombe Ltd

woodcarving & woodturning tools
: Tel. toll free (Canada & U.S.A.) 1-877-866-5798
: Fax: (514) 253-0681

www.jacquescoulombe.com

COLWOOD - FLEXCUT - FOREDOM
STUBAI CANADIAN DISTRIBUTOR MICROFPLANE - OptiVISOR - WARREN
wholesale & retail WOODCARVING & WOODTURNING BOOKS




Marketplace

Jan’s Carving Supplies

Widest assortment of carving tools:
+

~ Jan Oegema ~
24 Mill Street, Bowmanville, ON L1C 3K2
905 623-2318 e-mail jancarves@rogers.com

Web: members.home.net/jancarves or
www.pictuaretrail.com /woodbutcher

Marketplace

Paint Supplies & Beeswax

Milk Paint stains for hundreds of colours. Just mix
with water. Environmentally safe and easy to use.
Good for wood carvers or furniture makers. Phone
Sharon Brooker at 905 669-6191, or write to:

706-850 Steeles Ave. West, Thornhill, ON, L4] 8E7

WOOD SPIRIT SEMINAR
Saturday February 2, 8 a.m. -4 p.m.

Jan Oegema

24 Mill Street, Bowmanville, L1C 3K2
905 623-2318, e-mail: jancarvers@rogers.com

Tool Sharpening for Woodcarvers

Jim Ashfield
27 Whitefriars Drive 104S Kennisis Rd.
Don Mills ON M3A 212 Kennisis Lake

Haliburton

416 445-1211 705 754-2539

Gordon’s Wood Crafts

Hand carved, traditional style Rocking Horses.
Plans, Accessories, Wood Packs, Tools, Books, Videos
Gord Brown 3716 Lobsinger Line, P.O. Box 346
St Clements, ON NOB 2M0 Tel: 519-699-4786
e-mail: info@gordonswoodcrafts.com

Web: www.gordonswoodcrafts.com
Please call before visiting.

DON’S BASS & BALSA WOOD

11/4°—21/4”—31/4"—41/4”—51/4”
Up to 10” wide, 10° long Will Cut to Size and Plane

Don R. Wilson (905) 945-5647
116 Main Street East Fax (905) 945-4169
Grimsby ON L3M 4Y3 Appointment Required

Earl & Shirl Enterprise

Pattern Maker Wood Sculpture Rubber Moulds
Graphite Moulds Wax Moulds Knife Maker
Earl & Shirl Dahmer
1375 Bleams Rd., Kitchener, ON N2G 3W5
Phone: 519 743-4346 Fax: 519 743-1805
Cell: 519 575-1874 E-mail: erishri@attcanada.ca

Custom Carving Knives

Complete line of special carving knives, 22 in all. Also
Custom knives, chisels, strops and bases.
Simply call or write for a catalogue and order form.
Joseph Werner - Phone: (705) 749-1671
623 Green Blvd. Peterborough, ON K9K 1K2

T.0.W. carvers’ Supplies

41 |dleswift Drive
Thornhill, Ontario
L4J 1L2

Tools by Pfeil/Swiss Made
Flexcut, Harmen, Warren
Carving Supplies & Selected Books

GORDON and MAURE MEINECKE
CALL FOR SHOWROOM Hours: (905) 731-3841

towcarvsupplies@home.com

Specialty Lumber

Supplying wood for
Carvers ~ Turners ~ Wood-burning
Phone: (905) 355-2988 Fax: (905) 355-9937
E-mail: Ospeclbr @eagle.ca
9-1 Earl Street, Colborne, Ontario

In Sudbury

Thompson’s Woodcarving & Gifts
Tools & Supplies for Carvers
Classes & individual instruction available.

1455 Bancroft Drive Sudbury, ON P3B 1R6
Tel: 705 566-5787, Fax: 705 566-3486




A EVENTS 2001 A\

January 26, 27, 28 Hamilton, Ont. Correction: )

Canadian Woodcarving Championships Mgrd‘ 23 _ Brooklin, Ont.

In conjunction with the Hamilton Wood Show 127 Annual Woodcarving Show & Compept;on

At Canadian Warplane Heritage Museum Heydenshore Pavillion, 589 Water St., Whitby, ON

On Airport Road off Upper James. 401 to Brock St. South. Turn left at lake.

Contact: Bill or Dale Carey (905) 574-7494 10:002.m. —4:00p.m.

Email: cwc@ontario-woodshows.com Contact: Randy Pater 905 683-2634

February 8, 9, 10 London, Ont. March 23-24 Niagar.'a Falls, Ont.

11" Annual Forest City Wildfowl Carving Comp. Niagara Falls Woodcarvers Association,

London Wood Show, Western Fairgrounds 23" Annual Show & Competition

Competition for all classes of carving. Sat. 10a.m. ~5 p.m,, Sun. 12 noon. - 5 P

Contact: George Wickham, (519) 438-2089 Optxmist Park, 4751 quchester at Morrison,
Niagara Falls, Ont. (Exit QEW Thorold Stone Rd.

February 23 . Roseneath, Ont. Contact:

Northumberland Wood Carvers Nick Kuruziak (905) 735-9555 Fax (905) 735-6885

17" Annual Show & Sale E-mail: mommacoon@sympatico.ca

Alnwick Civic Centre, 9059 COUIlty Road 45 Web: Ww_cgocable_netfwnwca

Roseneath, Ont. (Aprox. 20 min. north of Cobourg)

Contact: Ken Stubbings 905-372-4496 April 20 Bellville, Ont.

February 22, 23, 24 Windsor, Ont. Quinte Woodcarvers Association

4™ Annual Windsor Woodworking Show 14" Annual Carving Show & Sale

Ciociaro Club, Windsor 9:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. ‘ _

Contact: Chuck Stouffle (519) 734-8006 Loyahst_ (}ollege_ on Wallbndgg Loyalist Rd.

Fax: (519) 734-0648, Competition registration Loyalist College,

Local:Fri. April 19,4 p.m. -9 p.m,,

Email info@woodshowscanada.com
@ Out of town: Sat. 8 a.m. — 9:30 a.m. (Sat. entries

March 15-17 Kitchener, Ont. forward pre-registration form prior to April 15.
13" Annual Cenral Ontario Wildfowl Carving Contact: Gord Sterling 613 967-1937
Championships with Kitchener Wood Show Don & Joan Moulin 613 473-2189
Bingeman’s Conference & Recreation Centre E-mail: don.joan.mouton@sympatico.ca
1380 Victoria St. N. (Hwy 7)

Contact: Bob Schacht (519) 657-8646 www.woodshows.com

kwwoodshow@woodshows.com

Ontario Wood Carvers Association
Membership Application
The membership fee is currently $30 per year,
payable with this application. Membership

includes monthly meetings and a subscription to Name: New 0O Renewal o
the Ontario Woodcarver, a monthly newsletter.

Renewal is on the anniversary of joining and Address:

the date is indicated on your mailing label. City: Prov:
Please make cheque payable to O.W.C.A. and ‘

end with applicagon tir: E-mail: Postal Code:

Peachy Chapman

132 Painted Post Drive Home Phone: Bus. Phone:

Scarborough, Ont. M1H 1T5




