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Competitions and Shows:

Niagara Woodcarvers Association Competition and Show (Mar. 27-28, 201 0, Niagara Falls)
Brooklin Woodcarvers Competition and Show (Mar. 27, 2010, Whitby)
Quinte Woodcarvers Association Competition and Show [ Apr. 10, 2010, Belleville)
Flower City Carving Club Competition and Show (Apr. 17, 2010, Brampton)
st. Lawrence Woodcarvers Carving Show (May 14-15, 2010, Brockville)















Seen by the Travelling Carver

by John H. Poole

N
@;spitc the fact and maybe because I did plenty of

travelling in my professional career, it wasn't until I retired
and started Carving, that I really understood what my
mother meant when she said, “Travel broadens the mind”.

The opportunities to learn are amazing, if one is prepared to
travel. Visiting Carving Shows and Competitions orga-
nized by clubs other than your own can provide many ideas
for your future work as well as information on techniques
used by others. In addition you soon develop friendships
with other travellers, and the whole experience becomes
most enjoyable.

The best source for information on Carving events taking
place is the magazine Chip Chats, where you will find
listings of Roundups, Shows, Seminars etc for the year
ahead.

Based on my experience 1 can recommend going to the
Carvers Roundup in Evart, Michigan, and Pennsylvania,
particularly if you are new to Carving, or want to investi-
gate other forms of Carving.

When I first went to these events, I learned more in three
days than 1 did in a year working on my own. Now after
visiting for five years I am still learning. [ have also created
friendships, which continue throughout the year, as we
share information via E-mail.

The cost of attending is minimal. All you pay is the cost of
the material for the class, which you would have to pay
back home anyway. So the only real cost to attend is the
cost to get there, accommodation, and meals away from
home. Those that attend use RV's, basic Camping equip-
ment, B&B's or local hotels.

This was the 12th year for the Evart Roundup, and they had
over 600 people register, some 30 instructors, plus various
vendors.

What you are able to do is sit in a class, get some
instruction, take plenty of pictures, and come away with
several projects you can complete at home. These are the
projects [ came away with in June '09.

To learn more about these Roundups, check out their web
pages:

Evart, Michigan —http://www.evartroundup.com/
North East Woodcarvers Roundup (NEWR) -

http://www.geocities.com/gareinfried/
e
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Carver Profile - Alexander Clement »y Sharon Brooker

)
../4:; was born in Glasgow,

Scotland on July 1, 1944. He
attended early public school
there before he and the family
moved to Toronto, Canada on
August23, 1953.

Alex went to public school in
Toronto when the family lived
near High Park. Later they moved to Mount Dennis where

ey

e -

‘ This letter opener is Alex'’s first carving

he attended George Harvey Secondary School in York
Township.

Alex worked for an electrical engineering consulting firm
where he designed electrical systems for schools, hospi-
tals, shopping centres, etc. He worked there for 35 years
until a serious accident at work forced him to retire.

Alex met his wife, Rita, in 1967 ona high school trip. They
married and later had three children, two boys and one
girl. They recently had their first grandchild.

When Alex was 50 years old, he happened to see asignina

‘ The fist and one of the latest heads he carved

local store for a carving show. Alex went with his father,
Peter, who was a wonderful carver. Howard and Vicky
Greenaway hosted the carving show in their home, They
told Alex and Peter about a carving club called “Northern
Wood Carvers”,

Alexand Peter joined the club and have been members for
many years. Because Peter had never given Alex carving
instructions, he learned from other “Northern” members.
The first thing he carved was a letter opener. It was
suggested that Alex purchase three carving tools. Peter
gave himan 8 2 by 11 inch Basswood board. Alex carved
a bird in a cherry tree. The next carving he made had 26
different birds in it. Then Alex made a ship in shallow
relief. Afterthereliefs he began carving in the round.

[ met Alex when I joined “Northern Wood Carvers”
myself. He always offered to help me on my projects. 1
was very lucky because Alex is a very talented carver.
Everything he makes is wonderful.

Alex joined the Ontario Wood Carvers Association about
thirteen years ago.
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He has taken many workshops in order to advance his to accept membership payments from those attending.
various skills. He learned to chip carve with Bert Hirt. He  Alex always volunteers his time to promote wood carving,
then learned wood burning. He has carved wood spirits in ~ especially at various shows and competitions around
Cyprus knees. He started carving caricatures by taking Ontario.
lessons from Eldon Humphreys, Marv Kaisersatt and Pete

Leclair. Later Alex took bark carving lessons from Rick OWCA s very lucky to have Alex as a member. 0820
Jensen.

Alex has entered his carving of the 26 birds into
competition and it has won a third prize. He has also
entered many caricatures and bark carvings, and has won
many awards for them.

OWCA s |
very lucky |

For three years in a row, Alex was asked to make the
“Mayor's Rose Award” for “Communities in Bloom” in
Richmond Hill. Each one was made from Basswood and
finished with a clear Varathane spray. They were all
different and all very beautiful.

He later participated with other Ontario Wood Carvers
Association members in carving a large crest for the new
amalgamated City of Toronto.

Sharon Brooker is a long-time member of OWCA. Besides
being a contributing editor to Ontario Woodcarver, she
All of the carving Alex does is very professional. He strives |[commits some of her time to volunteering in many of the
for perfection with every carving he works on. Association activities, especially around the yearly

competition and show. She carves at the McConaghy
Alex has been on the OWCA executive for many years. At [Seniors' Centre helping seniors who also carve there. She is

meetings you can catch him at the back of the room waiting [2Proud grandmother of three granddaughters.
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Ma rquetr Y by John Ness

hundreds of species of wood, sometimes interspersed with
mother of pearl, gems or soft metals to collectively form a
picture. The earliest examples of this art form have been
found in Egyptian pyramids, adorning priceless boxes,
panels and furniture. Inlay is the practice of inserting
various materials into a recessed solid piece of wood.

Marquetry differs in that it is the process of creating a
picture with various veneers taped together and glued
together as a single sheet. The sheet is then overlaid and
glued to a solid backing material such as plywood or MDF.
Over the years better methods have been devised to slice
veneer thinner, and better tools have become available to
cut the veneer into delicate shapes and intricate designs.

Thus it is possible for the average person to master this
ancient craft.

The practice of Marquetry as a hobby has been very
popular in England and Europe for many years. More
recently it has been introduced into North America where
its popularity has led to the formation of clubs to promote
and teach the craft. As a tabletop hobby, it is practiced
using saw cutting and knife cutting techniques resulting in
intricately tight-fitting pieces of veneer. It is a rewarding
hobby required very few tools and is especially attractive
for those with limited space.

A simple pattern and a few pieces of veneer can turn a
project into a work of art. All that is required to get started
is a fretsaw and sharp knife. Most maquetrians use a
cutting mat to provide a firm backing and to protect the
kitchen table. Good lighting is also recommended for this
intricate work.

Once the pattern has been completely cut out and
assembled with glue and tape, the masterpiece is ready for
the next stage. The completed design is then glued to a
backer board with either white glue or contact cement.
Contact cement has an advantage in that it requires no
clamping pressure. On the other hand one must use
extreme caution when aligning the surfaces as there is no
room for error.

Now the piece can be finished and we start with a cabinet
scraper to level the veneers. Notall veneers are cut to the
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same thickness so scraping is necessary to even things

out. Nextis to decide on the kind of finish to use. There
is always controversy about oil-based versus water-
based finishes. Excellent results can be achieved with
either; it is a matter of personal preference. There are
pros and cons for both. If for example you use veneer
that has been coloured using a water base dye, then using
a water base finish will cause the dye to bleed into
adjacent veneer. On the other hand, oil-based finishes
tend to yellow the wood. Experimentation is necessary
to get the results that you prefer.

The Marquetry Society of Canada was founded in 1983
and is dedicated to the promotion and preservation of
this ancient craft. We invite anyone who is interested to
join us at one of our meetings and we will introduce you
to the world of veneer. This is a hobby that is enjoyed by
people of all ages and all walks of life.

For further information please take a look at our website
or contact one of us personally. Dates and locations are
listed under Schedule of Events
www.marquetrysociety.ca

Ken Perch (905)857-1101
President ken.perch(@gmail.com
John Ness (519)767-9783

Show Coordinator jolyness(@golden.net
Jim Colter (905) 877-8805

Membership Chairman jbeolter(@sympatico.ca

My Woodcarving
Some people Lilie sbows o1 sports gplore,
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“Wow! How long did it take you to carve that?"
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Chipping Away

Great Products Great Prices
Great Service ...why would you shop
anywhere else!

in partnership with OWCA
keeping the woodcarving community

strong and growing

www.chippingaway.com
Toll Free 888-682-9801

It'’s worth your drive to Kitchener

Showcasing

a variety of
] Award-winning
STUDI0 & GALLERY  Wooden Sculptures

and Paintings
by Doug Brooks.

Doug creates unique
Caricatures, Cartoons, Pet Portraits,
Cottage Paintings and much more
at his in-house Studio in Bobcaygeon, Ontario

One-on-one lessons in painting
and wood carving can also be
arranged. Contact: Doug Brooks
by fax/phone: (705)738-9767
bye-mail:  brux@i-zoom.net |

Ji | |is a down-to-earth
t-to- know-our-customer
Lumber Company.

Stouthvlie Rd

Havy 407

Domesuc Hardwoods
Foreign Hardwoods 'Hardwood Veneer Plywoods

Family owned for over 150 years!

3993 StoufTville Road
Stouffville, ON, Canada L4A7XS
Tel: 905-640-2350, 1-866-634-1851 ¢ Fax: 905-640-4735

\. Ity not just av spice !

We carry a wide selection of wood carving suppies &
CNC Services in a friendly, courteous and relaxed atmosphere.

Visit us on line to Sign up for our classes in:
Relief, Chip, Caricature & Cottonwood bark carving,
Pyrography, Powertex & ArtCam CNC Software.

Or just drop in to check us out .. Wed love to meet you!

i AII G?A Roads Lead Ie

in Brampton

Unit 28, 180 Wilkinson Rd., Brampton, ON, L6T 4W8
Web: www.nutmegwoodworking.ca
| Phone: 905-460-9797



