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HISTORICALLY SPEAKING — -

Historically
Speaking

By Emma Perlaky

Well, this is my last article of
“Historically Speaking”. I loved the
process of creating these —it was
like a hide-and-seek game finding
the subject, then I tremendously
enjoyed researching it, and finally,

always agonized over the writing g :
of it We know that Michelangelo was the first artist

to have two biographies published during his
I thought, as a farewell in this last article, I will lifetime. The first one was written by Giorgio

Leonardo da Vinci Michelangelo

stay on the lighter side and collect some Vasari who pronounced him as the “pinnacle of
anecdotes about highly-regarded famous artists all artistic achievement since the beginning of

like Michelangelo, Leonardo da Vinci and the Renaissance.” Anecdote tells us that at first
Salvador Dali. Michelangelo was happy with it, but as he read

it in more detail he found comments he did not
The Last Supper by Leonardo da Vinci
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3 HISTORICALLY SPEAKING

Dali’s Radiator

' packaged one for him immediately. When Dali learned
the she had not read it, he unpacked the book, signed
it, gave it back and told her that it was present for

' her. Then he left without paying.
Back from Venice I also went to a bookstore and
bought the most extensive edition I could find of Dali’s
work. [ am sure at that time Dali was smiling at me
and was happy—when I weighed the book it was over
9 lbs. This is how he measured success. According to
another anecdote, he received daily newspaper
clippings from around the world. One time he was
asked if he read them all. In reply he said, in his usual
adoring third-person style, “Dali never reads, Dali
weighs them. If they heavy, Dali happy." &

The Last Supper by Salvador Dali
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The first weekend in February brought no
snow to the McMichael Canadian Art
Collection in Kleinburg, but it did bring close
to 50 Ontario woodcarvers and a showcase of
our work.

From January through April, as part of its
larger McMichael Tree Project, the gallery is
presenting an exhibition called The Tree: From
the Sublime to the Social, organized and
circulated by the Vancouver Art Gallery. This
exhibition considers trees as the focus of
artworks - and what could be more
appropriate than artworks sculpted from
trees?

And so it was that the gallery invited the
Ontario Wood Carvers Association to
participate. Over the two days, Ontario carvers
took over the main lobby, exhibiting works,
engaging gallery visitors and introducing them
to the art, while a selection of wood artistry

was on display in the Founders' Lounge, at the
entrance to the show.

Gallery guests were impressed by the carvings,
and comments overheard included, “Spec-
tacular”, “Amazing”, and “It blows my mind!”

OWCA is honoured to have been invited to take
part, and the McMichael has been enthusiastic
in their appreciation. “My sincere
congratulations to you and your devoted
carvers!” wrote Anna Stanisz, Assistant
Curator of Programs and Education. “Please
let your members know how much we
appreciate their dedication to this event. All
your carvers are such great artists, passionate
educators and such warm and wonderful
people! Thank you all for these two special
days.”

Along with the stationary exhibits, association
members led hands-on workshops for gallery
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visitors. Special thanks to Barrie Casement,
Alex Clement, Tom Gallagher, Marion
Johnston, Arnold Koch and Lloyd Thomas who
led six workshops over the two days, teaching
students aged 10 to 70-plus. Attendees
reported how much they enjoyed the sessions,
and how proud they were of their
accomplishments and the projects they took
home. &

Thanks to everyone who volunteered and participated in this very special event.
Fred Ash Stephan Forrin Arnold Koch Bill Pressmar
Marlene Ash Carla Forrin Nicol Koch Terry Pressmar
Peter Balhuizen Heather Fraser Ruth Leeman Bob Rollings
Eleanor Burke Tom Gallagher George Livingstone John Sanders
Barrie Casement Robert Gill Jogi Makhani Anne Shelton
Jane Cipparone Andrew Halmagyi Bonnie Malenfant Al Shewan
Alex Clement Patty Hanten John McCartney Lloyd Thomas
Marg Cooper Bert Hirt Bill Myette Bryan Turner
Neil Cox Marion Johnston Mark Paddison John Vantent
Bill Crocker Mary Anne Keener Ron Pearce Rob Woodill
Joe Damph Carl Keffer Alex Peterson Fred Zavadil
Alyssa Diamond Joachim (Joe) Knauer Marjorie Peterson

Issue 261 / Spring 2012 9



CANADIAN WOODCARVING CHAMPIONSHIP =

Canadian
Woodcarving
Championship

By Thomas J. Kallsen

The Canadian Woodcarving Championship was
held Jan 27-29, in conjunction with the
Hamilton Wood show, at the Warplane
Heritage Museum in Hamilton. Despite the
snow and blowing conditions, more than 270
entries were registered. The carvers are to be
commended for their efforts to attend, as many
came from Sarnia, Buffalo, Toronto and
beyond.

Above: Black/white Warbler by Ken Avery, Best of Show
Left: Clef by Carl Mihalek, 2nd Best of Show

Once again the quality of the pieces was
outstanding, making the judges’ job difficult,
but as the saying goes, “The most difficult part
of carving is judging.” Best of Show was won
by Ken Avery with his Warbler. Second Best of
Show went to Novice carver Carl Mihalek and
Third Best of Show went to Stephan Forrin.

A very large THANK YOU goes out to the many
volunteers. Without them the show would not
be possible, so next time you attend a show or
compete, thank them, they are there for you.
Another large thanks goes to all who entered,

. for without your support and participation the

show would fail.
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CANADIAN WOODCARVING CHAMPIONSHIP

Above: Gaer Hoff by Stephan Forrin, 3rd Best of Show
Right: Indian Summer by Doug Maracle

With wishes for good health and many chips, we hope to
see all of you and many more in January 2013.

Redwing Blackbird by Larry Livingston Viola by Chris Garner Chickadee by George Cook
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CANADIAN WOODCARVING CHAMPIONSHIP

Snowman by Nicole Koch

Jewellery Box by Hans Steinhauser

Bufflehead Drake by Terry Wilson

Indian Head by Mike Sauka

Stylized Pelican by Maurin Spedaliere
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CANADIAN WOODCARVING CHAMPIONSHIP

Clockwise from top: Magpie by Joe Pisters;
Autumn Apples by Cara Jordan; Northern Pintail
Drake by Nancy Milawski; Grizzly Bear by Kris
Karlsson; Lion Pride by Cara Jordan
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The Inuit Series Bill Pressmar





































ARVING PATTERNS AND INSTRUCTIONS

The Five-Step Scot

e

= ks

Colour scheme can be changed, along with hair colour. This one is done with paynes grey (black), titanium
white (vest, tam); cadmium yellow (kilt stripe); burnt sienna (hair, moustache, eyebrows, sporran; any
bright red you wish for the kilt. Use a face portrait tone for the skin and a very light wash of cadmium red
light for tinting the cheeks, ears and fingernails. The eyes are titanium white, cerulean blue and paynes
grey. Use the end of a toothpick to add the light dot in the eyes.
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Chipping Away

Great Products Great Prices
Great Service ...why would you shop
anywhere else!

in partnership with OWCA
keeping the woodcarving community
strong and growing

www. chippingaway.com

Toll Free 888-682-9801

It’s worth your drive to Kitchener

STILL AVAILABLE:

Inthe Workehop with
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come alive«”
.......Bert Hirl

For information e-mail to: president@ontarfiowoodcarvers.com
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Domestic Hardwoods
Foreign Hardwood Hardwood Veneer Plywoods

Family owned for over 150 years!

3993 Stouffville Road
Stouftville, ON, Canada 14A 7X5
Tel: 905-640-2320, 1-866-634- 1851 » Fax: %05-640-4735
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k. Ity not just av spice !

/ We carry awlde selection of

Wood Garving

Pyrogranhy and

I Powertex supplies /

‘.
T $ S e M i A ML e O 4

Info@nutmegwoodworking.ca
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