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ASKENNONIA WOODCARVERSH

e Askennonia Woodcarvers

It you're a senior citizen and a carver, Midland might very well be a place you want to be. That’s because
on top of a picturesque location at the south end of Georgian Bay, there’s the Askennonia Seniors Centre -

where you'll find everything from table tennis, to Pickle Ball (whatever that is!), to the main attraction: the
Askennonia Woodcarvers.

The following pages feature a selection of the Askennonia Woodcarvers’ work. Anyone wishing information
about the Askennonia Woodcarvers can contact the Askennonia Seniors Centre, North Simcoe Sports and
Rec Centre, 527 Len Self Boulevard, Midland, Ontario, L4R 5N6 (705) 526-7609.

Above: Herb Proudiey

Right: Larry Smith
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Carvings by Fred Milley
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Above: Pyrography by Herb Proudley

Right: Larry Smith

Below (I-r): Larry Smith, Keith Richie, Larry Smith
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ASKENNONIA WOODCARVERS

Top: Pyrography by Betty Baumgarendner
Middle: Pyrography by Dale Aymer
Bottom: Jim Nunn Above: Carvings by Val Cardiff
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e B = INHK CARVERS ROUNDIUP

The third consecutive NHK Carver's Roundup took place at Copetown on May 6th, with 110 carvers and
14 instructors covering a wide range of subjects and styles. The event was a great success with many of
the attendees stating how much they enjoyed the day and hope to support future Roundups.

Thanks to the generosity of our vendors we were able to hold a draw for
the people who registered. The winners were:

1. Lee Valley carver’s vise - winner Morris Storoschuck of Golden
Horseshoe Carvers

2. Chipping Away gift certificate - Bryan Turner of Halton Carvers
3. Chipping Away gift certificate - Earl Fortin of Horton St. (London)
Carvers

The Roundup provides an excellent venue where carvers have a unique
opportunity to gain knowledge and exposure to techniques at low cost,
in a short time period.

An added benefit of this event is that it draws carvers from many groups
together. The Ontario Wood Carvers Association hopes people from
different groups will be encouraged to launch other events.

Next year’s Roundup is already booked for April 28th. Mark your
calendars! &
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2012 Kitchener/Waterloo
Woodworking Show

An Owl’s Nest Report

The 2012 Kitchener/Waterloo Woodworking Show
at Bingemans has come and gone, but not

without some sadness. The loss of Bill Marshall, a
founding father and chief driving force passed
away in the spring.

Over 160 entries were received to put on show in
the Owl’s Nest section, down a bit from 180 last
year. We even had entries from as far away as
Cuba and a good showing from clubs from
Guelph, Brampton and Burlington.

Attendance was down due to weather (fog) in the
morning, unseasonably hot weather and the
economy.

The quality of the entries, especially the junior and
youth were exceptional. Elizabeth'’s lunches, as
usual, were also exceptional. There were enough
volunteers to man the show this year, but we must
make sure that we have enough for future shows.

People’s Choice Runner-Up: “Bench,” by Garry Gibbons
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The judges at work

Owl’s Nest would like to thank the judges, Fred
Zavadil, Mary-Ann Jack-Bleach and Eleanor Burke
for another fine job.

People’s Choice: “The Rookery,” by Joe Denys

~ Issue 262 / Summer 2012



- - KITCHENER/WATERLOO WOODWORKING SHOW

Open First - Animal: Buffalo, by Novice - 1st & 2nd- Pyrography: Single Level - Second - Aquatic: Fish,
Henry Flaming Local Landmark and Dream Chest by Paul Bellefontaine
by Frank Kaminski

Margaret Forler won the
Best of Beginner for her
carving-in-the-round of a deer
for the Lee Valley award. This
award is sponsored by Lee
Valley and is awarded to the
Best of Beginner class and was
the first time presented.

Margaret Forler with Barb Kaminski Deer, by Margaret Forler

Owl’s Nest’'s Terry White Earns Six
Ribbons at the Kitchener/Waterloo
Woodworking Show

Terry White did something that never has been done by an
Owl’s Nest member by winning a first in Intermediate
Pyrography for his Leopard which also won Best of Class
and came first in Best of Show.

He also won a first for his carving-in-the-round - other, for ™
Puppy in a Boot and 1st for his relief carving of Flowers.
He finished off with a third in pyrography for his picture
of Store and Antique Cars. Terry is pictured with his
ribbon-winning entries.
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news, especially if you hear him call your name.
The Owl is the guardian of the shamans.

The Owl will be carved holding the Moon.

The owl!

Issue 262 / Summer 2012

B~ TALE OF TWO TOTEMS

The Moon is the exclusive crest of only a few of the
highest-ranking chiefs. Originally permission had to
be given to use it. The moon is the protector and
guardian of the earth by night. The moon has what
is called a thrusting tongue. The thrusting tongue
means a transfer of knowledge. So every day when
Pat and Margaret wake up and see the moon, they
will realize that he brought them safely through the
night. And when they see his tongue sticking out,
he’s saying to them, “Today you will learn
something new.”

The Hawks

The next figures Pat decided on were a pair of
Hawks. During the time I was carving the Owl the
male Hawk, the larger of the two, would fly around
me looking over my shoulder at the Owl. I was
convinced that he was saying, “Where’s my figure?”

The Hawk is very regal and transforms regularly
into Hawk Women and Hawk Man. He or she hates
mosquitoes and can be a bit standoffish but will
assist humans in their time of need. They symbolize
strength and have incredible eyesight.

The Beaver

The third figure was the Beaver. Pat grew up with
the Beaver on his property. He was nicknamed
Kong. Kong was a big, determined beaver who did
what he wanted to. Pat tells the story of one day
Kong cutting through the property from one part of
the river to another and on the way by cutting down
one of his father’s trees. So we carved the beaver
big and tough looking.

| The Beaver is a skilled leader in industry and

construction who strives for peace but will fight if
he has to. He is creative, artistic and determined.
Very much like Pat.

The Wolf

The fourth figure was the wolf. The Wolf was a
three legged wolf — she had lost one leg in a fight

 ora trap — but she roamed the area and looked

after her cubs. We chose to carve her traditionally
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A TALE OF TWO TOTEMS]|

with all four legs but on the leg that was missing I
put a symbolic break.

The Wolf is an important family crest and is
revered for her skill as a hunter. She symbolizes
intel-ligence, leadership, strength, and has a strong
sense of family. She is able to heal human sickness

and can be heard fraternizing with the ghosts at
night.

The Wolf is holding a Salmon.
The Salmon

The Salmon is the staple food of the coastal
natives. It symbolizes new life, renewal and
dependability.

The Frog

When we first started this journey, Pat and I,
sitting on the logs discussing the figures, we were
trying to come up with the sixth figure when all of
a sudden this black and grey frog jumped up on the

The Beaver
pole beside us and just stared at us. He let us
know without a doubt who the last figure would
be. There are two frogs on the pole: the smaller
will be painted grey and black, and larger one will
be painted in the traditional green colour. While
the frog was the last to be decided upon, it would
not be the last figure to be carved.

The Frog is a crest of good fortune. It symbolizes
new life, a new beginning, communication and
stability, and is associated with great wealth and
prosperity. He also can warn humans of imminent
danger.

The Heron

The Heron had to there — that was decided from
the very beginning. Often I watched her feeding in
the river under a willow tree. She was the last one
I carved, and over the final month we became good
friends. She helped me get through a difficult
transition period in my life.

Wolf
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Top row: Carrying and raising the totem; Lloyd and the Heron
at the potlach.

Bottom row: First cut;the Hawks; Sage ceremony at the
potlach.
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From Tree to Totem Pole
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BROOKLIN WOODCARVERS SHO

The 22nd

Brooklin Woodcarvers
Show and Competition

It's spring again, and time for Brooklin’s wood-

carving show held at the Heydenshore Pavilion in
Whitby.

This year the show raffled off a “Duck Hunter”
caricature, carved by Eldon Humphreys. The raffle
also included a mobile carving bench, built by Gord
Fraser. The third and final prize raffled off was a
collection of tools, valued at $300, including a
wood burner donated by the vendor Nutmeg
Woodworking and gift cards donated by Chipping
Away and Lee Valley Tools.

The display floor was splendid this year, with the
different carving clubs from throughout Ontario.

This included displays by individual carvers such as
Bryan Middleton and Joe Dampf. The vendors
attending the show this year, Nutmeg
Woodworking, Kawartha Carving Supplies, Joe
Werner Knives, and Deer Run Wood Supply,
provided all with woodcarving necessities.

The Brooklin Carving Club would like to thank
Rustoleum, Nutmeg Woodworking, Kawartha
Carving Supplies, Chipping Away, Lee Valley Tools,
and the Ontario Woodcarvers for their generous
donations to our show. We are very pleased to have
another successful show under our belt and

look forward to seeing you all next year! &

The People’s Choice Award was won by Kathy Boulton for

her "Wizard” carving.
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Best in Show was awarded to Bill Hamilton for his
impressive “Heads Up” caricature carving.
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— BROOKLIN WOODCARVERS SHOW,

The Best in Novice was awarded to Larry Rankine for his
“Barn Swallow” carving. Larry received a Warren Carving
Tool kit, donated to the show by the Ontario Woodcarvers
association.

Top right: Dwayne McMurter
Bottom right: Victor Moore
Above: Ron Richards
Left: Don Moore
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BROOKLIN WOODCARVERS

Clockwise from top right: Randy Pater; Rick Southwell;
Mouse band; Gord Fraser and Rick Southwell; Port Perry
Seniors; Joe Dampf; Brian Middleton.
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p— _ BROOKLIN WOODCARVERS SHOW

Above (I-r): George Livingstone; Wilfred
Meadus

Left: (I-r): Bill Hamilton; Carver’s name
missing.

Below (I-r): Bill Myette; Carver's name
missing.

Missing names will be in our next issue.
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ADVENTURES OF A TOOL JUNKIERS

Barrie Casement loves his Arbortech mini-
grinder.

We were standing in the hall at the McMichael
exhibition in February, and the president of the
Niagara Woodcarvers Association grew almost
misty-eyed as he described his first time.

really wood. He uses
the mini-grinder on
these.

Then he showed me
a carved bust -
"Made it in a

weekend, did all the
roughing out with
the mini-grinder
Friday night" - and
that was it. My last
carving took two
years. In that
instant, my wallet
shrank.

"Dennis (from Chipping Away) called me and said,
‘Barrie, I have something here that was meant for
you.' I had my doubts - I'd used grinders before -
but once I tried it I knew he was right. I've never
looked back."

Among other things, Barrie makes bowls so
sculpted they seem to fold and flow. You feel like
you need to pick them up to make sure they're

Selection of Barrie Casement’s bowls

A lot. A month later I
was in Waterloo and
plunking down $300 - and that's after
the 10 percent discount for being a
carving club member.

OK, so that includes one accessory. But
I was only being practical: I knew 1'd be
carving hardwoods, so I bought a
tungsten wheel as well.

So how did I get on?

Day one

Now this is embarrassing. I'm on the
front porch and I can't even change the
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CARVING PATTERNS AND INSTRUCTIONS

Step-by-step:

simple tree
by Arnold Koch

| saw a Christmas tree as a candle in a
catalogue. So | picked up a piece of wood and
started carving, but soon | saw it wasn't looking
like the picture. | had a closer look and saw a
spiral pattern. | carved some pine cones from
the Woodcarving Illustrated Hand-Carved
Holiday Gifts Volume Two that look similar - the
same spiral pattern. | made a new start. |
grabbed a new piece divided the blank in eight
equal parts and started carving - but again, it wasn't working.

Another new piece. This time, | divided it into four equal parts and it worked. | was pleased with how it looked.
Sometimes it takes more than one try. Don’t give up, try again.

What you'll need:

Basswood or any other wood

Chip carving knife, skew 8mm, 12mm, detail knife

Clapham’s Beeswax

| started with a piece of wood 1 %" x 1 %" x 6". It's a good size to begin with.

Step 1
First mark the top and bottom diagonal

Step 2

Mark the sides from
1 34" down

to 3/8".

Steps 3 and 4
There are different ways to shape it into a cone. If you use the band
saw or a knife, cut or carve two sides, then mark the other side
repeat the step use a knife to carve all four corners so you will end
up with a cone shape. If
you have a lathe, put itin
the lathe and turn it down
from 1 % to 3/8"
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Steps 5 and 6

Mark the horizontal rings starting at the
top %" [ 7/8" from the top. As you go
down, go further apart. You can make a
template or work freehand. Then mark
the four vertical lines you marked top
and bottom at beginning.

Step 7

Draw a diagonal line from the top right corner to the bottom left corner of
each rectangle. You should end up with a spiral line. | use a chip carving
knife to make a stop cut along the line. Then | draw the next line and repeat
the step until | have all four lines.

Step 8

Now start top left corner to bottom right corner. Repeat this step on all
four sides. This creates an X on each rectangle. Start from the top. |
use an 8mm skew and work my way down. As you go down, change to
a 12mm skew.

Step 9

Cut a small chip on each side. Recut the stop cut to remove the chip
if you have to. Now | start at the bottom and work my way up to the
top. Make the cuts deeper and remove all pencil marks.

Refine the carving look for rough and breaks. Recut those parts.
Carve the top to a point. To finish the tree | use Clapham’s Beeswax
Salad Bowl Finish. It gives a natural look.

Step 10

| use different kinds of wood. You can make
any size of trees. There is no limit to how
small you can go. 1,
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er fo-know-our-customer

Chipping Away | “EVTURT V[ [sadomes
Great Products Great Prices PR
Great Service ...why would you shop
anywhere else!

in partnership with OWCA
keeping the woodcarving community
strong and growing

v % |
www.chippingaway. com : : P -

Toll Free 888-682-9801 _
Family owned for over 150 years!
It’s worth your drive to Kitchener 3993 Stouffville Road
StoufTville, ON, Canada 14A 7X58
Tel: 905-640-23%0, 1.866-634- 1851 + Fax: 9056404735
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