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CARVUNG CONNECTIONS

Last September, I saw a notice in my local
newspaper about an upcoming wood carving show
and I marked the date in my calendar.

I was interested in going because my Dad had done a
bit of wood carving many, many years ago. My Dad
passed away in March of last year and I felt the wood
carving show would somehow connect me to him.

That weekend in October was very busy for me and I
almost didn't go to the show. But Sunday afternoon I
made my way to the Pickering Recreation Complex. I
was amazed by the works of art I saw there. I had a
few conversations with people and tried my hand at a
bit of carving. I enjoyed it and bought myself a gouge
tool. Now what was I going to do?

I went to the Pickering Wood Carvers table and had a
nice conversation with a man and his wife about
where and when they meet to work on their projects.
No actual class is held there but there are a lot of
experienced carvers who can help out.

As I was leaving with my tool and this information, I
noticed the man and his wife's last name on their
nametags was Paterson. [ commented that that was
my maiden name. We compared a few notes. His
grandmother was named Janet, my great
grandmother was named Janet. Eventually we
concluded that Alex Paterson was my Dad's cousin.

Alex and his wife Marjory, accepted me into the
carving group and into their family with open arms.
My Mom and husband and I were invited to their
house for pre-Christmas drinks and I met Alex's

by Janet B. Binder

brother and his wife and also Alex's sister. So,
obviously other cousins of my Dad.

So, I went to the show with the hopes of somehow
connecting with my Dad and found a true connection.
[ found his cousin and I found that wood carving runs
in our family.
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ROUNDUP ROUNDUP!

NHK Woodcarvers Roundup 2013

By John Poole

he fourth successful Woodcarvers Roundup was Looking ahead to 2014

held in Copetown on April 28, 2013. The
instructors kept well over 100 attendees busy for the
day, with many saying how much the enjoyed it and
plan to return next year.

Due to the excellent support, the event is now
registration only, and all the places were pre-
registered weeks before the event. One change put in
place this year lets carvers register for the next
Roundup in 2014, which ensures them of a place.
Many want to do this because they enjoy the day, “A
Friendly Learning Experience” and say they are sure
they will find something they can
learn.

Each year improvements are made and it has now
become an annual event supported by the carving
community on the west side of Toronto.

This option was so popular that 55
people signed up and paid for 2014
on the basis of being notified via
e-mail of the classes when the list
becomes available. They will then
choose their class before we begin
our promotion and put the details
on the web page.

Other new items this year in
addition to the early pre-
registration:

» A sharpening expert on site
* A class for beginners
* Marquetry

« New approach to pyrography.

Planning for 2014 (May 4 has
begun, the web page will be
upgraded, and everything will be
in place before the OWCA show in
Pickering in October.

Tom Gallagher (right) leads his class carving a wolf’s head
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ROUNDUP ROUNDUP!

Clockwise from top: Two examples of work done in Angus
Burns’ class; Stephan Forin (right) leads the bark carving
session; a selection of caricature carving material from
Eldon Humphreys; Alex Clement teaches carving Little
People.
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COMFORT BIRDS

hortly before Christmas last year, the news was

filled with the tragic shootings that took place in
Newtown, Conneticut at the Sandy Hook School. It
was heartwrenching to learn about 20 young lives lost
and six adults. Mary Beckstead, President of St.
Lawrence Woodcarvers in Brockville, wanted to let
the folks of Newtown know that others cared about
them.

Some of the club members had been making little
comfort birds from a pattern shown in a carving
magazine. The creator of the original comfort bird is
Pennsylvania resident, Frank Foust. Carving 20-26
birds seemed like a daunting task for one person, so
Mary asked if any club members would like to
participate.

The response was
overwhelming. They
quickly met and
exceeded their goal.
One of the carvers
prepared the cut-outs,
and his wife thought
there should be a
little pouch to send
the birds in, and she
was joined in the
effort by another
sewer.

Finally, they finished
50 Comfort Birds, and
packed them in their
little bags to be sent
along with a card of
caring and pins from
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The Comfort Birds
of the St. Lawrence
Woodcarvers Group

by Mary Beckstead

the city, province and country. Many carvers
contributed more than one bird, with one carver—94
years old—making four. They used a variety of woods,
including butternut, walnut, cedar and juniper.

On Palm Sunday, the birds received a blessing from
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, Brockville, and
were sent for distribution to the families who lost a
loved one. The additional birds were to be given to
the first responders, many of whom were
experiencing extreme stress from that tragedy. Mary
says she is, "so deeply touched by the response of her
fellow carvers taking on this project. I just wanted the
folks in Newtown to know that we cared."
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HARLEY DAVIDSON — FAT BOY — 2001
CARVER: CLAUDE MAURICE

THEME: ARRIVING AT PORT DOVER FOR FRIDAY 13
REUNION

BUILT IN 2005/2006

ADDITIONS BUILT IN 2013

TOTAL CONSTRUCTION TIME APPROX: 8 MONTHS
SCALE: 6.2 RATIO FROM MAGAZINE PICTURE

CONSTRUCTION: SOLID BLACK WALNUT, NORWAY
MAPLE, HARD MAPLE, BASS WOOD AND PINE

TOTAL MATERIAL COST APPROX: $ 1600.00

SPECIAL FEATURES INCLUDE:

1) ALL 121 INDIVIDUAL COMPONENTS CAN BE
DISASSEMBLED

2) BASE CABINET SUPPORTED ON 4 HEAVY DUTY
ROLLER CASTERS

3) 2 HIDDEN DRAWERS AT ENDS OF WALNUT CASE
INCLUDE DRAWINGS, PATTERNS, CONSTUCTION
PICTURES AND MEDIA COVERAGE

ADDITIONS MADE IN 2013 WERE AS FOLLOWS:

1) SECOND RIDER

2) 2 EXTRA LIGHTS TO FRONT END

3) LICENSE PLATE INFO CHANGED

4) SADDLE BAGS

5) PET BICHON

6) ORIGINAL RIDER COMPLETELY REWORKED

7) FRESH COAT OF VARATHANE APPLIED TO BIKE

8) WIND SHIELD , MOUNT, CLUTCH AND BRAKE
CABLES

9) ACRYLIC PAINT FOR FACIAL HILIGHT

PARTS INCLUDE:

BIKE AND RIDERS 1071 PIECES
CASE 88 PIECES
GLASS AND MIRRORS 7 PIECES
DRAWERS 10 PIECES
SCREW CAPS 114 PIECES
DRAWER HARDWARE 4 PIECES
RIDER NECKL:ACES 104 PIECES
LICENCE PLATE INFO 19 PIECES
PET BICHON 138 PIECES
TOTAL 1555 PIECES

TOTAL WEIGHT APPROX 230 LBS

LENGTH 50", WIDTH, 28" HEIGHT INCLUDING
PORTABLE BASE 6 FT. 3"

EVENT HISTORY: BIKETOBERFEST— 2005/2006 g WOMEN'S PLACE ARTS AND CRAFT SHOW — 2006 @ THOROLL
13, 2006 @ TORONTO SUPERBIKE SHOW — 2006 ¥ NIAGARA FALLS — CLASSIC IRON MOTORCYCLE MUSEUM —
BIKER BUILD-OFF WELLAND — 2010 & 5th ANNUAL NIAGARA WOODWORKING SHOW OCT 30/2010 AT NIAGARA F
34th NIAGARA WOOD CARVERS SHOW APRIL 6-7 2013 @ NIAGARA THIS WEEK NEWSPAPER APRIL 11/2013






CHRISTMAS ARTS AND CRAFT SHOW—2006 @ WELLAND TRIBUNE - 3 ARTICLES — 2006 ¢ PORT DOVER FRIDAY
2006/2007 g WELLAND HISTORICAL MUSEUM — 2009 & CLARE'S HARLEY DAVIDSON — 2010 & CANADIAN
ALLS HOME DEPOT (FIRST PLACE FINISH IN LARGE CATEGORY) & PORT DOVER JULY FRIDAY 13th — 2012 &



NEIL’S CORNER

Neil’s Corner

Some Brief Notes
on Anatomy:

< Hands

L

by Neil Cox

Next to faces probably hands are among the most expressive aspects of our anatomy. They can help
portray a wide breadth of character especially in conjunction with the face.

Lke the face we are very familiar with hands, and if they are portrayed in a clumsy fashion people will notice.
On the other hand if you carve them with attention to their subtlety, people will perceive this also and your
work will be enhanced. Hands can be tricky to carve because nothing is in a plane. I will expand on this.

It's possible to put your hand down flat on a table top. In this position the hand is in a plane—but this is such
a rare and unusual position to portray a hand in that it is better to think of the hand as operating in a number
of planes.

One way to understand the hand's structure is to think of the hand holding a ball. A ball fits quite naturally in
the palm of a hand. All the fingers reach around and next to each other to grip it. Look carefully at the
orientation of each finger and you will notice that they resemble meridians on a globe, the lines of longitude.
They spread out in the middle and converge back again near the tip.
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