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THE MAPLE LEAF FOREVER TREE
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n July 19th Toronto experienced what meteorologists like to call a "severe weather event." The storm's
high winds resulted in more than 1,400 calls to the Urban Forestry unit about downed trees, branches
and other damages.

Sadly, one of the victims was a silver maple at 62 Laing Street in Toronto. This tree is believed to have been
the inspiration for the song The Maple Leaf Forever, written by Alexander Muir in 1867.

No ordinary song, The Maple Leaf Forever was at one
point the unofficial national anthem of our country.
Today it is the authorized regimental march of the
Queen's Own Rifles of Canada and the Royal
Westminster Regiment.

The fallen tree caught the public's attention and almost
immediately, individuals and heritage groups began
approaching the city with a view to creating heirlooms
from the wood to commemorate the tree and its place
in Canadian history.

There is a significant amount of wood available.
Toronto Urban Forestry salvaged 48 pieces, ranging in
size from a three-foot branch 4" in diameter, up to a
12-foot length of trunk, 41" wide. While some of the
wood is severely decayed, other parts are solid and
usable.

The Ontario Wood Carvers Association is proud to be
one of the organizations hoping to memorialize this
famous tree in a work of art. Tom Gallagher is leading
the proposal to the City — and with any luck, by the
time you read this article, OWCA will have been chosen
to create a piece of history.
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MAKING A BUTTERFLY

Making a Butterfly

by Andrew Halmagyi

Some time ago I was asked to make a butterfly. I said I never made one, but would give it a try.

I got some books of butterflies and started to think, what kind of material could be used?
Being rather a delicate insect I had to select wood that was reasonably thin to save a lot of elbow grease.

I am a wine collector and at times wines are delivered in a wooden case and the cover is fairly thin, so I
thought it could be used for the wings. For the body I used a dowel, and paper clips for legs, sewing pins for
antennae, thin wire for the proboscis. Having all the materials at hand, the next problem was to select the
tools.

The tools I used:

* Band saw

Dremel electric drill
Burning tool

White glue

Acrylic paint.

Once the wings were cut out, the wood had to be
ground down to the desired thinness. The body was
created from dowel and the legs from paper clips.
Antennae from sewing needles and proboscis from
thin wire. I used white glue to assemble the body
parts. Before the wings are attached to the body, the
markings should be burned in and the wings should be
painted.

The attachment of the legs is a rather tedious process. I found that after the paper clips are straightened out
they can be threaded through pre-drilled holes in the body and bent to the shape for the position of the legs.
Now that the wings and the legs are in place, the body should be painted as well. The antennae and the
proboscis can now be attached and finally the eyes of the right colour.
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CARVING WITH THE KIDS

t's been another great year carving with the kids. I'm

not sure if you are aware or not but OWCA runs
classes throughout the year teaching relief carving to
grade 7 and 8 students. In 2013 we ran an eight week
class, one-half day a week at two different schools.

Teaching carving to children was a vision of Emma
Perlaky and Hugh Thompson. Hugh worked diligently at
seeing his dream come true. He always felt we needed
to get younger people involved in carving, that taking up
carving when you retire is too late. Increasing the
knowledge and enjoyment to our youth is one way we
can hope to spread the joy of carving. I also believe in

the merits of Hugh'’s vision and have now picked up the
project so his dream can continue.

This past year we ran one class at St Agatha Catholic
School, with the help of Bill Myette, Alex Clement, Tom
Gallagher, Frank Wang and myself. We had two
classrooms learning at the same time. We ran a second
session at St Rene Goupil with Fred and Marlene Ash
and myself; and this year we are adding a third school,
the Duke of Connaught Public School with Bill Myette,
Irish Forsey, Marjorie Paterson, and me.

This is a great opportunity to pass on knowledge to the
kids and to showcase some of your best carvings. Our
goal is to inspire the kids to continue carving.

OWCA provides all the supplies; tools, gloves, boards,
patterns, etc., at a minimum cost to the school. At the
annual show and competition in October we enter most
of the students’ carving in the competition; getting
ribbons and winning money is always a great incentive
and a worthy reward. This year, when you are at the
show be sure to take a look at what they have done,
you'll be quite surprised.

y We are not looking for more schools to participate,

there’s plenty of them out there but if anyone would like
to join us for even just a couple of weeks, we would love
to have you. Send me an email at echobeach@live.com

and I'll give you the times and locations.

Hope to see you, keep the magic going!
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HE ART OF THE DECOY

The Art
of the
Decoy

Photos by Fred Ash

At the last general meeting, guest speaker Helen Hamilton talked about her experience as a decoy
carver. Here is a selection of images of her carvings.
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THE ART OF THE DECO
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PATTERNS AND IDEAS

- IDEAS: TREES™ ...

R e K e | by Anne Shelton

Where
would a
woodcarver
be without

trees?
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PATTERNS AND IDEAS

Apart from their
obvious uses...

.. birds and animals seek shelter in their roots
and branches. People build homes of lumber,
cook food over wood fires. Trees help reduce
erosion and suck
carbon dioxide
from the air. Who
hasn’t sought
shade at the base
of a tree on a hot
afternoon.
Heartwood — heck!
We gotta show
trees some love.
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PATTERNS AND IDEAS

This time of year
they are showing
their bones.
It's easy to
admire the
distinctive
silhouettes of
various species.

In the Lord of the Rings, we met the Ents,
ancient shepherds
of the forest. “If you
go down to the
woods today ...”
you may want to
take a peak behind
you every so often,
just to see who's
watching!

LA bk i R 0 RARNME
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PATTERNS AND IDEAS

There is so much
more to trees
than meets the
eye. The root of
the problem is
down below ...
the ground that
IS. There may
even be more
tree underground

than above.
So let us
honour
the spirit
of trees ... ... and
the tree
sSpirits.

For more artwork by CJ Shelton, please see www.dancingmoondesigns.ca
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'|s a down-to-earth

Chipping Away

Great Products Great Prices
Great Service ...why would you shop
anywhere else!

to know our-customer
Lumber Company.

Tummg Stock

in partnership with OWCA
keeping the woodcarving community

g
v
strong and growing
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Foreign Hardwoods 'Hardwood VeneerP!ywoods'

Family owned for over 150 years!
3993 StoufTville Road

Stouffville, ON, Canada L4A 7X5
Tel: 905-640-2350, 1-866-634- 1851 » Fax: 905-640-4735

www.chippineaway.com

Toll Free 888-682-9801

It's worth your drive to Kitchener
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