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ABOUT OWCA

Formed in 1978, the Ontario Wood Carvers Association is a non-profit, charitable organization that promotes,
educates and connects woodcarvers in Ontario. Activities include courses and workshops with master carvers,
youth outreach and our annual woodcarving exhibition.

OWCA meeting dates— Fall 2013

Monday December 09, 7-8:30 p.m., Pot luck social
Location: York Mills Collegiate Institute, Toronto

York Mills Cl is

located at 490 York
Mills Road, midway

between Bayview

Avenue and Leslie

Street. There is
plenty of free
parking.

Via TTC, take the York

Mills bus from the

Yonge Street/York
Mills Subway Station.

W orkshops and Architectural Carving course
at Humber College
(Architectural Carving course open to OWCA members only)

OWCA Executive - 2012-13

President Emma

Humber College’s
Centre for Trades
and Technology, is
at 110 Carrier
Drive, one stop
light north of Finch
off Hwy #27. Turn
west onto Carrier
and follow the road
until it turns north
again and you will
see the building on
the east (right) side
of the road across from the Bay terminal. Drive around
back of the building and enter the lab directly through the
red door next to the dust collector.
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MESSAGE FROM THE PREDIDEN

Have a
Wonderful
New Year!

t is that time again! Shows and competitions are

finished for the year, and all, without exception,
were great and successful.

From the first half of the year, starting with
Hamilton, then the Grand Valley Bird Carvers
together with the Owl’s Nest Woodcarving Club, the
Brooklin Woodcarvers, the Quinte and the Niagara
Falls Woodcarvers Association, and last but not least
the Flower City Seniors, created very enjoyable
shows and the entries in the competitions were
stunning.

You might want to look at earlier issues of this
magazine to refresh your memories and enjoy the
pictures again.

Come September and we were back to the
competition and show season. Woodbridge renewed
its efforts and made it happen. The Kawartha
Competition and Show is rapidly growing and with
all the reorganization it was a very memorable
event.

On the third weekend of October, the Magic in Wood
Competition and Show, organized by the Ontario
Wood Carvers Association and supported by more
than 20 carving clubs and numerous carvers from
across Ontario and even some from Quebec, also

turned out to be a remarkable competition and show.

Consequently it is no surprise that this event
reached its “modern era” high points.

The season was closed with another success, the
Outaouais Wood Carvers’ competition.

I have to say a heartfelt thank you to all organizers,
sponsors, carvers and volunteers whose generosity
and hard work made it possible. We are also
collectively grateful to all visitors, and hope they
have all cherished the experience and will come
back again next year.

And now that we are in the middle of the festivities
of the year end, I wish you a happy Christmas
Season and a peaceful, successful New Year.

Until next time,
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KAWARTHA CARVING COMPETITION

he 36th annual Kawartha Carving Competition

held on September 14 in Bobcaygeon turned out
to be a great day for carvers from across Southern
Ontario.

Not only did the competition attract a large number
of carvers (73 in all) and a large number of entries (a
total of 176), but also a huge cross-section of clubs
and individual carvers. Registration showed carvers
attended from not only the hosting clubs - Buckhorn,
Bobcaygeon and Lindsay - but also from such far-
away places as North Bay, London, the Niagara
Peninsula and Belleville.

We even had an entry from Saskatchewan.

Certainly one of the highlights of the competition was
the winner of the Beginners class. Eleven-year-old
Caleb Posthumus from Peterborough, carving for only
about six months, walked away with the Best of Class
place ribbon for his rendition of a rooster.

Other winners included Maurice Daoust of Lakefield -
Best of Novice; Oshawa’s Larry Rankine - Best of
Intermediate; and Bill Hamilton, Cedar Ridge Carving
Club, Scarborough - Best of Open and Best of Show.
Bill also won the People’s Choice Award.

Two Purchase Awards were up for grabs this year.
Pete Frost from Peterborough won the $500 Award
for his work on a male Kestrel. This award was
sponsored by Graeme Ross, RBC Dominion Securities,
Peterborough.

The $300 Purchase award was taken home by Bob
Solomon of Oshawa for his Redbreasted Nuthatch.

A SPLENDID
DAY

FOR CARVERS
IN THE
KAW ARTHAS

by Ross Fitchett

Left: Bill Hamilton with Best in Show bark

Tom and Wendy Hunt, RE/MAX All-Star Realty from
Bobcaygeon, sponsored this Award.

This year’s judges were Tom Gallagher of Westhill,
Dave Johnson from Creemore, Mike Bigger of
Cobourg, and Bruce Lepper from Milbrook. The
calibre of carvings this year certainly tested their
judgment and experience and without their
enthusiasm and expertise, the competition would not
be the success that it was.

Above: Dave Loucks with award-winning student Caleb
Posthumus
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KAWARTHA CARVING COMPETITION

Coupled with the generosity of sponsors, volunteers
from all three hosting clubs and, of course, the
carvers themselves, the Kawartha Carving Com-
petition committee is already planning for next year’s
gxae& scheduled for Saturday, September 13,

at the Bobcaygeon Curling Club.

We hope you will attend, and yes, bring your

Top right: Pete Frost of Peterborough with his
Purchase Award winning Kestral

Bottom right: Purchase Award sponsors Tom and
Wendy Hunt (RE-MAX All-Star Realty) with Bob
Solomon, carver of the winning Redbreasted Nuthatch
Above: Larry Rankine with his Best of Intermediate
Baltimore Oriole

Woodcarver's Roundup

2014
N H KZigmléﬁe 5th NHK Roundup is planned.

Our 4th Roundup is now history and plans for the He re'swhat is happening 2014
5th Roundup are in place. The web page remains the same —
www.nhkroundup.webs.com — and is updated

What happened at NHK 2013 regularly.
¢ Anincrease of carvers over 2012. * We have two new instructors.
e 100% were pre-registered. » Registration for 2014 has been available since early
: The atmosphere in the hall was one of people enjoy- October.

ing themselves and glad to be there. * We already have some classes full.

More of the instructors are adjusting to our concept

of a “Friendly Day of Learning”. The best way to get the latest information is to E-mail
e We received e-mail and verbal comments saying John Poole, at ppoole3@coge co.com

how well the day had gone, and hoping we'd do it
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NEIL’S CORNER

More Brief Notes
on Anatomy:

Ears

Ears are not the first thing we generally are aware of when we look at a face. If ears are done well in a
carving we don't always notice, but it is very likely that we will notice them if they are not carved well.

An ear is a fairly complex structure. Nothing lines up perpendicular to any other surface. It's all at various
angles. I'll talk about some of the relationships within the ear but the first thing [ want to consider is the
shape of the surface that the ear is attached to. The ear is attached near the base of the skull and in the back
half of the head. Something to keep in mind is that the ear is not positioned at the widest part of the skull.
The widest part of the skull is at the cheekbones and the middle of the cranium. These are one inch in front
and one inch above the ear respectively. The skull is already getting narrower at the point of ear attachment.

I'll try to explain the shape of the ear through a series
of illustrations. Image 01 shows a general bowl-like
shape and this is where we will start.

Next, in Image 02, we tilt the bowl so it faces forward
a bit and leans out a bit. From the side it also appears
to tilt back a bit.
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NEIL’S CORNER

In Image 03 we've taken a “Y” shape, curved it and
tucked it just inside the back rim of the ear.

In Image 04 we've taken the upper front part
of the rim and tucked it inside the ear. The
front lower part we've made into a wedge that
faces into the ear. We've pulled the bottom of
the “Y” shape outward and forward a bit.

In Image 05 we've formed a lobe at the
bottom of the rim and turned it to face
forward a little more than the ear. Just
noticeable is a deep depression in the lower
and forward part of the bowl and this leads to
the auditory canal.

I've tried to construct a generic ear but you
will notice that there is quite a variety of ears
in nature. Some have real character. I try to
carve the type of ear that suits the character
I'm creating. I hope you find this helpful.
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HUMBER COLLEGE ARCHITECHTURAL CARVING

Humber College
Architectural
Woodcarving

by Bill Hamilton

Right: Barrie Casement explaining the finer
points of shell carving to student Jason Smith.

I recently joined the Humber College Woodcarving
Club for an all day seminar on Architectural Carving.  Architectural carving is unfortunately not a type of

It was led by Barrie Casement, who is a professional carving which we see much of in the OWCA. Designs are

woodcarver specializing in architectural restoration usually based on precise traditional patterns handed

work both in Canada and the USA. He is also president down over the years. They were used both for

of the Niagara Woodcarvers Association. decoration and ornamentation on furniture and some
interior finishes, such as panelling, mouldings and door

The theme of the seminar was carving shells; Barrie and window frames in stately homes, public buildings,

demonstrated the cuts and techniques making them look churches, palaces and castles.

easy but then ... we had to do our thing!!! In the

morning we carved a small basic shell, with a larger The Humber College club has a show table at the annual

shell in the afternoon. OWCA show in October featuring examples of members'
work. Please stop by and learn more about the

The club hosts these sessions once or twice a year; in a  fascinating world of architectural carving or attend one

previous seminar Barrie had taught the acanthus leaf. of the Clubs monthly meetings. All OWCA members are
The club also meets regularly once a month in the welcome.

evening with the meeting dates posted on the OWCA

website.

Fred Hummel, Guest Speaker at OWCA in November

On Monday November 18, stone sculptor Fred Hummel made a return
appearance at OWCA’s monthly meeting. Back by popular demand, Fred brought
along a selection of stone carvings and discussed the design and techniques that
go into creating them.

Always an engaging speaker, Fred is a professional sculptor and a teacher at the
Haliburton School of the Arts.

Speaking of Haliburton, this is a good time to mention that the college offers an
exciting selection of courses year-round, but especially shines in the summer,
when you can combine a week’s holiday with engaging and transformative arts
programming. Watch for their 2014 course calendar to come out early in the
new year, at http:/flemingcollege.ca/school/haliburton-school-of-the-arts.
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OUT AND ABOUT WITH OWCA

Out and About with

At the Toronto Tool Library

On November 17, OWCA hosted an open house at the east
branch of the Toronto Tool Library. Among the guests, six people
took part in You Can Carve workshops. Most were so pleased
that when they saw Bill Myette’s spoon blanks, they stayed on to
begin their second projects.

OWCA was back at the Tool Library on December 8th to take
part in the inaugural Alternative Gift Fair. The fair included a gift
exchange and opportunities to make a variety of “crafty” gifts —
including, once again, carved wooden spoons.

We look forward to developing and offering new programming
through the Toronto Tool Library in 2014.

At Pickering City Hall

From now until the end of December, the Pickering City Hall has been transformed into a showcase of fine
carvings. It is well worth a visit.

As soon as you walk in, your eye is captured by an amazing relief from Neil Cox. When you finally pass that
piece, there is a stately totem from Stephan Forrin, Joe Dampf’s Buffalo Hill and Arnold Koch’s toadstools.
Around the walls are beautifully painted masks from Andre Regnier and more relief carvings on the ground
floor.

Upstairs, past Ted Fagan’s magnificent relief and the bicentennial relief presented to the city by OWCA in
2012, you’ll find two gymnasts precariously balanced as they exchange a ring. On the walls is a fine selection
of relief and bark carvings, the works of artists Fred and Marlene Ash, Alex Clement, Bill Hamilton, Bill
Myette and Emma Perlaky.

The display demonstrates the high levels of skill and variety of creative talents among carvers in our area. We
are lucky to have the opportunity to display these works in such a setting. Pickering City Hall is at One the
Esplanade, Pickering. The building is south of Highway 2 on the east side of Glenanna Road. From highway
401 it is south on Brock to the Pickering Parkway then west to Glenanna Rd and turn right.

Don’t miss it!

M aple Leaf Forever tree update

OWCA has now prepared a draft proposal for creating a commemorative work of art from a portion of the
“Maple Leaf Forever” tree. The association has identified a piece of wood that is approximately eight feet
long, with a base of some 30 inches. The plan is to prepare the wood for carving, then create the work in a
public venue, such as the Science Centre or the Brickworks. The project itself would be a series of relief
carvings with a strong Toronto heritage theme. If the proposal is successful, the project will be created by a
team of OWCA carvers under the direction of Neil Cox.

Stay tuned for more developments.
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DAYTON CARVERS GUILD - ARTISTRY IN WOOD

Dayton Carvers Guild

Artist ry in Wood by Rob Woodill

On November 9th and 10th the Dayton Carvers
Guild held their 32nd Artistry in Wood show and

competition.

This show is one of the largest in North America,
with more than 225 woodworking exhibitors from all

over the continent,
including more than 20
woodworking supply
vendors. The exhibitors
compete in over 100
different competition
categories, as well as
display their work for sale
to the public.

In addition, this year’s
show included a display of
the 1930’s Street Scene,
the newest project built by
the Caricature Carvers of
America! This diorama
consisted of 11 buildings

with more than 120 carved caricature figures. Each
building and its caricatures were put up for sale,
first come first serve. As well, the CCA published a
book on the creation of this project which was sold
to the public and signed by each of the CCA

10
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members! This was the only
public viewing of the Street
Scene project.

Another aspect of this show one
shouldn’t miss is the
demonstrations. There are
three one-hour demos each day
and they are free. Each is
conducted by well known
carvers such as caricature
carving with Pete LeClair and
Bruce Henn, wood-burning tips
from Linda Sales, and tips on
airbrushing from Paul
Borkowski. As well, the Fox
Chapel booth ran demos on
bark carving by Rick Jensen and
a five-minute bear carving by
Jan Oegema. This show also
offers a youth program,

DAYTON CARVERS GUILD - ARTISTRY IN WOOD

teaching basic woodcarving and
woodworking to any youths
willing to try.

The Best in Show this year was
awarded to Fred Zavadil for his
incredible relief carving of St
George slaying the dragon. I
would recommend all
woodcarvers attend this show at
least once. I found myself
meeting the authors of my
woodcarving books, such as Rick
Jensen, Dave Stetson, Floyd
Raddigan, Rosalyn Daisey, Vic
Hood etc... Last but certainly not
least, you will be able to find
whatever your heart desires,
tools, wood, books, and rough
outs from this show’s great many
vendors!
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Have you ever wondered what judges look for when they evaluate carvings
at a show? We asked sculptur, carver and exceptional judge Dorsey James
to describe what goes through his mind as he examines the artworks on
display. Here’s what he told us...

James on Judging

by Dorsey James

hen I am faced with the task of judging someone Once established, the point of balance tends to

else’s visual artwork, the first mechanism that is
activated is emotion. How do I feel about what I am
observing. Do I love it, like it, hate it or unmoved by it
one-way or the other.

This emotional response is usually instant and is
highly subject to change once the sober second
thought begins to settle in, as I ask myself WHY.

The answer can prove to be a maze as it takes into
account image and/or theme, form, line, texture,
projection, recession, composition, Chiaroscuro and
innovation. Beyond these, scale, movement,
proportion, harmony, rhythm and variation usually
play a part in varying degrees. All of the
aforementioned components and how they are used
comprise the visual words selected and used by the
artist/creator to say what it is that he or she wished
to say.

I see judging as a seeking of balance of the technical
and the aesthetic aspects of the work in question.

depend on the mix of judges, if there is more than
one, and the event rules, expectations and
circumstances.

This is not always easily achievable in that the
objectives of the judges may vary, where in some
cases the judges must compare apples to oranges.

During such times, the judges must seek out bridging
language suitable to surmounting the divide. The
bridge might take the form of a deal, a give and take,
or even, in some cases, an equal credit allocation to
artworks. A case in point is the allocation of more
than one second place.

In my own, humble opinion, judging is not easy. It is a
task that demands that we judges not only look, but
also see. It encourages open-mindedness and, at the
same time, a fundamental appreciativeness of
principal. Lastly, above all, a basic principal for
judges: “to thine own self be true.”

"The ultimate victory in competition is derived from

the inner satisfaction of knowing that you have done

your best and that you have gotten the most out of
what you had to give."

Howard Cosell, sports journalist and broadcaster

12
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MAGICIN WOOD 2013

Magic in
Wood 2013

2013 was a tough year to be a Magic in Wood
competitor.

The competition received the most entries of the past
seven years, and the quality of the artworks sub-mitted
was exceptional — giving the judges tough decisions at
all levels.

This year was also unusual for show visitors, as our
regular space in the Pickering Recreation Complex was
undergoing renovations. However, show-runner Tom
Gallagher brought creativity and determination to the
task of organizing the substitute space and the results

were outstanding. As a matter of fact, having tables set
up in the main reception area and hallway of the
complex resulted in more passers-by discovering the
show by accident and staying to look around.

Our 10 Learning by Doing sessions were well attended.
Some participants expressed an interest in taking formal
lessons, and some have already joined local carving
clubs.

The Presidents’ Choice Award this year was selected by
Barrie Casement (president of the Niagara Woodcarvers
Association) and Don Blake (president of Lindsay
Seniors Carving Club).

OWCA thanks Pickering Mayor Dave Ryan, who opened
the show and welcomed Councillor Doug Dickenson
(City Councillor Ward 2). Thanks also to donors Integral
Group, Lee Valley, Chipping Away and Longo’s. And our
heartfelt gratitude to our judges: Neil Cox, Dorsey
James, Bruce Lepper and Glenn McMurdo.

The following pages feature a selection of this year’s
carvings. More are available online, at
www.ontariowoodcarvers.com/galleries.html

Left: Urban Terrorists, Al Conquergood

Overleaf, clockwise from top right: Red-tail Hawk,

Ken Gamnett; Leopard Rock, Cathy Bergie; The Oppressed, Joe
Dampf; Love spoon, Robert Gill; Orchid, Paul Hu;

Modern Day Geisha, Nancy McKeown
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MAGI ~WOO

34thAnnual Competition & Show
October 19 & 20, 2013



MAGICIN WOOD 2103

First Place Novice

Clockwise from top right:
Hibiscus, Robert Rayner;
Pirate Ship, Lisa Thompson;
Cyprus Knee Spirit House,
David Corrigan; Eagle Spirit,
Michael Peter; Rastaman,
Stephen Dacks; Goose in
Flight 1, Sue Phillips;
Humpback Whale, Tom
Reeder; English Bobby,

Bob Meadows
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MAGICIN WOOD 2013

First Place

Top I-r: Figure 2, Ivan
Mok; Greek Village, Joe
Knauer

Middle I-r: Dolphins, John
Mills; Cpl. Duncan
Sowerby, Mark Sheridan;
Crappie, Gordon Black
Bottom I-r: Eagle Head,
Alvarina Gonzalez;
Miners, Tony Connell
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MAGICIN WOOD 2013

1st Place Bird

Clockwise from top right:
Least Bittern, Ronald
Richards; Fox Sparrow, Ray
Popkie; Fan Tail Pigeon, Bill
White; Goldeneye, Les
Chatham; Snowy Owls, Joe
Knauer; Baltimore Oriole on
Branch, Larry Rankine; Harris
Hawk, Ronald Richards

18
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MAGICIN WOOD 2013

First Place

Above, I-r: Friends, Ted Fagan; The Prayer, Jeffrey Gregory

Below, I-r: 1 Say, | Say, | Say, Bill Hamilton; Lion King, Mauricio Reyes
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MAGICIN WOOD 2013

First Place Open,
continued

Right: Hunting Dog,
Mauricio Reyes

Far right: Tree/Waterfall/

You Can Carve 2014

The You Can Carve attraction welcomed a steady
stream of young and old. Around 60 people went
home with their first carvings. Some were so
pleased and excited they asked if they could come
back. In fact, some did return to make a second
carving — and some participants were returnees
from last year!

Right: Brenna, age 11.
Below: Nathan, age 9.

Bottom right: The family that carves together:
Natasha, Brenna and Nathan.

20
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2013 GIFT GUIDE

GIFT SUGGESTIONS FROM
POP

TIPS FROM THE PROS AT
CHIPPING AWAY

Remember when you were little, getting the Wish Book and circling the presents you wanted...then leaving

the

catalogue out for your parents to find? Here's your chance to relive those memories. We asked Dennis at
Chipping Away to suggest some great gifts for carvers. Here’s what he gave us. We'll leave the hinting to you.

Ready-to-Carve-Kits for Novice

Carvers

Carving The Little Guys

skill-building guidebook reveals the secrets of
capturing humor and expression in caricature
carving. Discover what really gives these guys their
character, as you use your knife to craft cleverly
exaggerated features like noses, boots, bellies and
shoes. A carving knife is the only tool needed. 32
page color book and 9 basswood blocks only $19.90.

Whittling The Old Sea Captain

This is a great project and can be done with just a carving knife. More
than 100 step-by-step photos guide you in carving, painting and
staining the salty Old Sea Captain and his first and second mates. Book
is $13.90 and 8” tall basswood cut-out is $9.50

Ready-to-Carve-Kits for Intermediate Carvers

Whittling Little Folk

At the beginning of the book, readers will find step-by-step
carving and painting instructions for a Scandinavian inspired
man and woman. An additional 20 patterns are included. 128
full color pages. We have chosen 5 characters from the book:
Kristian and Thea, a Monk, a Policeman and Santa. The book

and all 5 cut-outs
are $58.14 Book
can be
purchased
separately.
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2013 GIFT GUIDE

Whittling Pencils: Projects & Techniques

This introduction to the slender craft of pencil
carving shows how to make ordinary pencils come to
life. Readers learn to whittle fascinating Santa
pencils, Wood Spirits, Leprechauns and even an
iconic Uncle Sam. Each complete project includes
detailed instructions for whittling these skinny
subjects, accompanied by dozens of step-by-step
illustrations. Book by itself is $13.90 and package of
10 thick FAT Pencils is $9.58.

Pocket Carving Knives for the Carver-On-The-Go

Whittling Jack

Flexcut’s new "Whittling Jack" is the ultimate in pocket whittling knives.
Beautiful ergonomic metal handle with wood veneer inserts and brass
rivets. Has two blades: one for roughing out and a smaller one for finer
work. Like all Flexcut tools, the blades are razor sharp and ready-to-use
and hold their edge for hours and
hours. Only $45.00 (no discounts)

Tri-Jack Pro

The Tri-Jack Pro is the newest multi-tool in Flexcut's Carvin' Jack
series. The Tri-Jack has three blades that lock in place: a roughing
knife, a detail knife, and a mini-cutting knife. The pistol grip design
minimizes hand fatigue and is made of aerospace-grade aluminum
with a quarter-cut cherry inlay.

Only $89.95 (no discounts)

Wood Burners

Razertip Single Woodburners

Razertip pyrographic tools have set the standard for hot-wire wood
burning tools for over 18 years. They come with an unconditional 3
year warranty on the burner and one year on the handpieces.
Made in Canada. We offer a Single and Double Burner (single is
pictured). Each burner comes with a #1 Large Skew handpiece
and sells for $142.95 and $169.95 respectively. (no discounts) We
also carry Colwood and Optima burners.
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2013 GIFT GUIDE

Tools Every Carver Would Love to Own

Micro Carving Tools

Our Micro Carving Tools are perfect for miniature and fine detail work.
They are made in USA and tempered to a hardness of HRc58 to hold their
edge. The octagon shape handles are cherry and the overall tool length of
5 4" makes them easy and comfortable to hold. We have 5 gouge sizes, 4
v-tool and 3 each of chisels and skew chisels. $17.40 each.

Helvie Carving Knives

Helvie knives, made in the USA, are the best in the
market in our estimation. Available with either Detail
or Roughing blades in 3 different handle designs.
They range in price from $35 to $40. We also have
speciality Helvie knives: large and small in both
broad axe and chip carving styles.

Abegglan Detail Knives from Pfeil Swiss M ade
These specialty knives have two cutting edges: an
outside-round on one side and concave on the

other. An extremely versatile tool. The 4” shaft
combined with a small handle means you will be

able to reach into areas. Approximate blade width

is 3/8” for the small, %" for the medium and %" for
the large with an overall length of approximately 7
4", $43.00 each

Plus 4,000 other tools for carvers
If it has to do with wood carving—we have it! See our complete product range, including 300 book titles, on-
line at www.chippingaway.com.

One of the most popular, easiest and quickest gifts is a Gift Certificate! We are happy to make one for any
amount and can send it by email attachment so all you have to do is print it out and put it on the tree. Simply
go to www.chippingaway.com/woodcarving and look under “Gift Certificates”.

And remember.... Most purchases over $50 qualify for a 10% Carving Club Discount.... Just mention you are a
member when placing your order by phone Toll Free 1-888-682-9801 or online at www.chippingaway.com.

We are proud to help sponsor the Ontario Wood Carver’s annual Show and Competition by means of gift
certifcates for the winners. We also enjoy support this newsletter by our advertising dollars. If your club does
not receive gift certificates for your individual club competitions, let Pop know and he will be happy to send
you a couple.
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PATTERNS AND IDEAS

Snowt)ajes

by Anne Shelton

“Sleigh bells ring, are you listening,

In the lane, snow is glistening ...”

Before long we’ll be “Happy Tonight”, in our very own Winter Wonderland.

Winter... ah yes, snow, spinning tires, shovelling, ... and snowflakes!

Our learned friend Wikipedia discusses snowflakes as follows: ”"Snowflakes form in
a wide variety of intricate shapes, leading to the popular expression that "no two
are alike". The most common snow particles are visibly irregular, although near-
perfect snowflakes may be more common in pictures because they are more
visually appealing. It is unlikely that any two snowflakes are alike due to the

estimated 10" (10 quintillion) water molecules that make up a typical snowflake, which grow
at different rates and in different patterns depending on the changing temperature and
humidity within the atmosphere that the snowflake falls through on its way to the ground. A
non-aggregated snowflake often exhibits six-fold radial symmetry. The initial symmetry can
occur because the crystalline structure of ice is six-fold. The six "arms" of the snowflake, or
dendrites, then grow independently, and each side of each arm grows independently.”

Here is a selection of snowflake photographs taken by Wilson Bentley (1865-1931):

We may have been aiming for symmetry in those folded paper cut-outs we all created when we
were kids ...

But have you ever noticed the similarity between those designs ... and chip carving?

Bert Hirt has taken this concept to another level, with his very own brand of Lace Carving.
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PATTERNS AND IDEAS

Bert admits that he began chipping
away on little lace ornaments. Before
long he had perfected his unique
technique and taken it to the limit with
his fabulous Quilted Lace screen.

Why not pick up a (very very sharp)
knife and see what you can do?

If you find yourself in need of some design inspiration, try this very cool (and fun) interactive
2D and 3D snowflake site: http://www.zefrank.com/snowflake/

And if you find yourself with a mountain of snowflakes, beware that, in this season, they like to
clump together ...

and hang around for a while! ...

Seasons Greetings ... to one, and to all.

For more information on Bert Hirt’s book, Lace Carving, please see the back cover.
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NEWS BITTS

CLASSIFIED

I bought a wood-carving at Woodbine RaceTrack shop in 2007. It is the
horse Northern Dancer with jockey Bill Hartack and owner EP Taylor. How
could I find out who the artist was? mark.turkiewicz@penncorp.ca

I need help to find someone to repair the beak of a duck my Dad carved for
me. Any advice? Suggestions? I am in the Toronto area. Thank you! Wendy
Rymal, Rymal@rogers.com

I have inherited a number of carved wooden birds by W. Walton of St.
George, Ontario. I am planning to sell some of these, but have no idea of
their value. Would you be able to put me in touch with an organization or
individual who could evaluate these items? Thank you for your help. Donna
Day, dday2@cogeco.ca

I have just recently moved from the UK to Canada with my mother's work

and am studying art at Seneca. I would very much like to develop skills in

chainsaw wood carving. Do you know of any courses in the area that I could

develop and learn to do chainsaw wood carving. Ben Dando, email: Christine@alfredsungbridals.com

I have just recently acquired a small carving of a goldfinch. The tail feathers are broken. Is there anyone in your
association that would be able to repair the carving? I would appreciate your advice. Catherine Redmond,
credmond@ryerson.ca

The Ontario Wood Carvers Association is always pleased to welcome new members. As a member, you'll receive discounts on
art and carving supplies, access to monthly meetings with guest speakers and an in-house competition, four issues of Ontario
Woodcarver magazine and more. Plus, you’ll be supporting the ongoing work of the Ontario Wood Carvers Association, as it
promotes the art of woodcarving and connects carvers across Ontario.

Membership costs $40 per year. Complete the form below and either cut it out or photocopy it and mail to the address shown.

Ontario Wood Carvers Association One year
5 Membership Application :
: Two years i
E Name i
é Address :
+ City Province Postal Code :
i Home Phone Alternative Phone :
é Email Address :
E Please make your cheque payable to OWCA and send with this application to: :
i Alex Clement '
I 66 Weeping Willow Lane !
I Thornhill, ON, L3T 3R8 Please do not mail cash. :
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EVENT

Events 2014

Canadian Woodcarving Championship, at the
Hamilton Woodworking Show

January 24-26, 2014

Friday 11 am-5 pm

Saturday 10 am-5 pm

Sunday 10 am-5 pm

Canadian Warplane Heritage Museum

9280 Airport Road,

Hamilton, Ontario

$12 - Adults, $11 - Seniors (65+), $11 - Youth (13-17)
www.woodshows.com/cwc/

Wood Art in the Cities, Featuring:
Canadian National Wildfowl Carving
Championships with

Owl’s Nest Ontario Woodcarving Competition
March 14 - 16, 2014

Friday 12 am-6 pm

Saturday 10 am-6 pm

Sunday 10 am-4 pm

Manulife Sportsplex - RIM Park

2001 University Ave E,

Waterloo, Ontario

email info@canadiannationals.net
519-578-8323

www.canadiannationals.net

35th Annual Niagara Woodcarvers Show &
Competition

March 29-30, 2014

Saturday 10 am-5 pm

Sunday 11 am-5 pm

Heartland Forest Nature Centre

8215 Kalar Road

Niagara Falls, Ontario

$3 - Adults, kids 12 and under free

Carving competitions, carving exhibits, demonstrations
and supplies. Prizes, silent auction, refreshments. Free
parking. Carvers’ seminar, Sunday morning 9 am.

27th Annual Quinte Wood Carving
Championship

Saturday April 12, 2014

Registration Friday 1-4 pm; Saturday 7:30-9:30 am
Judging begins at 10 am

Quinte Sports & Wellness Centre

265 Cannifton Road

Belleville, Ontario

For more information contact Ron Taylor 613-392-8500
or ron.taylor2@sympatico.ca

NHK Woodcarvers' Roundup

May 4, 2014

Meet other carvers and obtain instruction at a
reasonable cost. Pre-registration is required.
For information contact John H Poole at
ppoole3@cogeco.ca

Kawartha Carving Competition

Saturday, September 13, 2014

9:30 am-4:30 pm

Bobcaygeon Curling Club Fairgrounds

$3 - Adults, kids 12 and under free

If there is sufficient indication of participation by July 1,
2014, the competition will run an under-16 Youth Class.
For information: info@kawarthacarvingcompetition.org
www.kawarthacarvingcompetition.org

Ontario Wood Carvers Association
“Magic in Wood” 35th Annual
Competition & Show

October 18-19, 2014

11 am-4 pm

Recreation Complex,

1867 Valley Farm Road,

Pickering, Ontario
www.ontariowoodcarvers.com

Season'’s

Greetings
from the
Ontario Wood

Carvers
Association






